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RESULTS OF THE VINTAGE RETURNS FROM THE MEMBER STATES FOR 1971/72
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The vintage returns sent by the Member States to the Commission,
pursuant to Regulation N° 134/62 (EEC), compared with the forecast

estimates drawn up early in Deccember, show the following results

- The Community wine production figure of 133.2 million hectclitres,
quoted in the forecast estimates, has not in fact becen reached.
According to the results stated in the vintage returns, production
was 130.7 million hectolitres only. This difference is due to the
poor harvest in France and in Italy. The shortfall was 1.5 million
hectolitres in France and 1 million in Italy. In Germany and in
Luxenbourg, statistical differcnces between forecast estinates and

vintage returns are insipnificant. PFinal results arc as follows

Belgium 0.010 million hectolitres
Germony 5.533 n "
France 61.330 " "
Italy 63 .71 " "
Netherlands 0.040 " "
EEC 130.708 " "

B L e R I e T T S i —

- Available guantitics, at 210.3 million hectolitres, stand at

16.7 million hectolitres below those for 1970,/71.

- Allowing for an averase consumntion of about 145 million hectolitres,
stocks vill have come down to about 05 million hectnlitres at the
cend of the current wine-grovring year. As o result, final stocks

from 1969/70 end 1970/7% will be well below this figure.
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NEY PROPOSAL I'OR A COMMISSION DIRECTIVE ON ANIMAL FLED
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Th- Commission has Just pronoscd to the Council a directive
amending the directive of 20 July 970 on the institution of
Community eampling rrocedurcs and methods of analysis for the

official control of animal feed.

The dircctive instituting Community sampling procedur~s and
methods ol analysis provides that the proccdure esteblished in this
scctor, which involves the Permanent Committee on Animel Fecd, is

only avwplicable for a period of 10 monthe.

WYhen avproving the directive, the Council had made the following

statement in this connection

"The Council egrees that, before the exniry of the period cnvisaged
in this article, it will determin.: by a unconinous vote, on a proposal
from the Commission, the arranpcments to be made thereafter. To this
cnd, it agrces to preparc its decision in the course of the thrce
months precedins the expiry of the period envisaged, in particular

on the basis of the expericnce obtained, and making every effort to
avoid jeoonardizing the effective opplication of the arrangements in

the aninal feed sector".

Starting vith its neeting of 15 and "6 December 1970, the
Permanent Committec on Animal Feced considered dreoft Commission
directives. After thoroupgh discussion, it was able in every care
te cive unanimous opinions cnabling the Commission to approve two
directives fixing a number of Comnunity methods of znalysis (1).
Othar drafts, now heing »renared, will bc »ut before the Permanent

Ccmmittee in the coming months.
e

1. First dircctive, dated of 15 June 7977, on the guentitative
anolyriz of the content in hydrocyanic acid, cclecium, cerbonatoes,
rav oshos, ashes not soluble in HCL, chlorine chlcride (chlare
dcs chlorures), esscnce of mustrrd, lactose, motsssium, sodium,
sugars, thcobromine and urca, and the determination ¢f alkaloids
in lunins as well ~s the urcosic activity of soya products.

(J.0. NY 1,155 of 12.7.1971).

Sceond dircctive, deted of 18 Navember 1974, on the cuantitative
enalysic of the content in humidity, volstilc nitrogencus bagses,
total phosphorus and raw fatcs (J.0. N° L.279 of 20..2.7977).
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Bxperience so far heas shown, while teking into account the
intcrests of the various Manmber Statces, that the nrocedure mcokes
it possiblc to arrive at a swift dccision on the Community methods

rcquired,

It noy thorefore be concluded that, following on this oxpe-
rimental period, no justification exists fur a chenge in present

procedarca
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NEW PROPOSALS #ROM THE COMHMISSICH FOR DIRECTIVES ON SEEDS AND
SUEDLINGS
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The Conmission has just proposed to the Council two directives
amending the directives of 14 June 1966 on the marketing of bect
geeds, fodder =»lant seeds, cereal seed grain and sced potatocs, the
dircctive of 30 Junc 1909 on the marketing of oil and fibre plant
sceds and the dircctives of 29 Sontember 1970 on the marketing of
vegetable seeds and the common catalozue of the varietics of culti-

vated plant specins.

T One of the tvo proposels refers only to a single articlce of
oll the above-mentioncd dircctives ; this article, which is to be
amended under an emergency procedure, deals with the recognition of

an cquivalence

- between on-the-spot inspection proccdures

~ in the¢ case of sceds produced in third countrics

- in the cese of the mcecasures taken by third countries
concerning the cotalogue of varicties, as it refers

to egricultural and market gardening speciccs.

It is provosed to insert, in 211 thce dircctives, a clzuse
which will make it possitle to recognize, after the accession of the
new Member States, and in accordance with 2 procedurc similar to
thnt ~dopted for third countrice, en equivalence for their measurcs,
valid until the’date wher these States have to tranclats the WEC
directives intn their rational legiclation (that is 1,/7/197F fer

basic sceds and 1/7/1976 for certified sceds).

In the absence of Community decisions it ie farther provosaed
to cxtend to 1,7/.973 the 1st July 1972 dcadlince envisaescd in the

dircctives of 14 July 1960 for national rccognition of cquivalence.

2. The other proposnl for a dircctive includec amendments resulting

from len;thy ~reperatory work, whosc approval ic leso urpent. The

ccoye of thesce cmendmente may bo sunmarized ac folleows

The dircctives on the morketing of seade and scedlings set up a
markceting system vhich applics cosentially to besic scede and

sendlings and to certificd scods and scedlings.
/e
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The eppliceticn of these dircctives chowed that it was
neccssary to introduce certain concessions intended also to
facilitatc trade in selection stock belonging to generations

yrior to the basic sceds and scedlings.
1 £

The means envisaged in the above-mentioned directives for
the climinstion of supply difficultics, as repgards seeds znd

DE

O

Alings, horve proved inadcquate. Hence on chould also #llow the
nossibility of heving recourse, in the cvent of difficulties in

overall supply, to seeds or seodlings of verieties not normally

accepted in the Member States.

At the same time it is ncecessary to make some changes in
tcchnical yrovisions, esnecially as regards the marketing of

seed notatoes and the catalopguce of cultivated plant verieties.





