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T.he Governments of the Member States and the Commission 
of the European Communities were represented as follows: 

Belgium: 

Mr Gaston GEENS 

Denmark: 

Mr Jens CHRISTENSEN 

Germg: 

:Mr Joachim HIEHLE 

France: 

11~ Christian FONCELET 

Ireland: 

Mr Michael BEGLEY 

Mr Francesco FABmi 

Imtembourg: 

State Secretary for the Budget 
and Scientific Research 

State Secretary, 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

State Secretary, 
Ministry of Finance 

, State Secretary 
to the Mttlister for Economic 
Affairs and Finance 

Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister for Finance 

Deputy State Secretary, 
Minister of the Treasury 

r~ Jean DONDEL!NGER Ambassador, 
Fer.manent Representative 
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Netherlands: 

Mr L. J. BRINKHORST. 

lhi ted Kingdom: 

Mr Robert GOLDSmiTH 

Commission: 

.l\1"r Claude CHEYSSON 

0 

.. 3 ... 

State Searetary for Foreign Affairs 

Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Deputy Permanent Representative 

Member 

0 

0 
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- 4 - 22.VII.76 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DR.~'T?T GENERAL BUDGET FOR 1977 

The Council began its discussions on the establishment 
of the draft general budget for 1977 by holding, in preparation 
of the meeting with a delegation from the European Parliament, 
an exchange of views on a number of general questions which 
had been raised during the preparatory work on the preliminary 
draft submitted by the Commission. 

In the context of the co-operation between the European 
Parliament and the Council, the abovementioned meeting took 
place with the European Parliament's delegation which consisted 
of Mr Spenale (President of the European Parliament}, 
Mr Lange (Chairman of the Committee on Budgets), Mr Aigner, 
Mr Durand, Mr Maigaard (Deputy-Chairmen of the Committee on 
Budgets), Lord Bruce (Rapporteur on the 1977 budget) and 
Mr Shaw (Rapporteur on the amendments to the Financial 
Regulation). 

This meeting enabled the European Parliament • s delegation 
to bring to the attention of the Council, as is customary, 
but on this occasion according to a new budget timetable, the 
European Parliament's initial reactions to the preliminary 
draft budget for 1977 and to raise a number of related questions 
which had also already been discussed by the Council at the 
begirtnitlg ·of its meeting. These concerned in particular the 
extension to several new cases of the distinction between 
commitment appropriations and payment appropriations - heretofore 
provided for in only two cases in the Financial Regulation • 
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22.VII.76 

Following this meeting, both parties expressed their 
satisfaction that the meeting had made a fruitful contribution 
to an understanding of the various positions and had brought to 
light aspects which gave positive grounds to h~pe thnt 
agreement could be reached, particularly on the amendments to 
the Financial Regulation. 

ResumD1g its own discussions, the Council then agreed 
that in order to give the budget more clarity and to ensttre 
better management of the budget it would at this stage adopt 
the principle of extending the distinction between commitment 
appropria·i;ions and payment appropriations to certain other 
sectors for 1977, in a-ccOTdance ·with the Comm.is·sion proposal. 

Under this proposal, the distinction between commitment 
appropriations and payment appropriations would apply to the 
appropriations for hydrocarbon research (Article 320) 1 to 
the ·iihree-year plan of action on scientific and technical 
informa;t;ion and documentation (Item 3620), to the new Social 
Fund (Title 5) and to the Guidance Section of the EAGGF 
(Title 8). 

The Council then examined, item by i·tcm, the problems 
outstanding following the preparatory discussions in the 
Permanent Representatives Committee. In conclusion to this 
discussion, the Council established the draft general budget 
of the European Co~~ities for the financial year 1977 • 
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This dr.J.ft budget, totalling e.pproximately 8,659 MUA, 
will be forwarded to the European Parliament in September in 
accordance with the new budgetary timetable agreed for this 
year. 

PRELIMINARY DP..AFT OF THE SECOND SUPPLEMEJ\TTARY BUDGET FOR 1976 

Following ~ thorough examination of the preliminary dr~ft 
of the second supplementary and rectifying budget of the European 
Communities, the Council established the draft and decided to 
forr'co.rd it to the Europeo..n Parliament to en8.ble it to adopt its 
position concerning this drQft at its September 1976 part-session. 

The additional expenditure provided for in the dr~ft 
(832,724,725 UA) will be devoted mainly to the Guarantee Section 
of the EAGGF, food r=dd and interest relief on financial aid to 
Portugal. 

878 e/76 (Presse 90) ans/SmS/paz . .. / ... 

jrf67
Text Box



j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 

j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 
j 

j 
j 
j 
j 
j 

j 
j 

j 

j 
j 
j 
j 

jrf67
Text Box

jrf67
Text Box



-I- 22.VII.76 

MISCELLANEOUS DECISIONS 

The Council adopted, in the official lan~ages of the 
Communities, the Decision adopting a series of joint proejcts 
on data processing (data ba.nlt for matching or~ns and blood, 
legal document retrieval systems in the Community, computer­
aided design) and the Decision setting up an Advisory 
Committee for the abovementioned projects. 

The CmL~cil also adopted, in the official languages of 
the Commu..'l'lities, the Regulation amending Regulation (EEC) 
No 2306/70 on the financing of intervention expenditure in 
respect of the domestic market in milk and milk products. 

The Council adopted, in the official languages of the 
Communities, 
- the Regulations 

- concluding the Agreement between the European 
Economic Community and the Government of Japan 
on trade in textiles end the exchange of letters 
relating thereto; 

- on the customs treatment applicable to goods imported 
for testing; 

- concluding the Agreement in the form of an exchange 
of letters amending Annex A to Protocol No 1 to the 
Agreement between the European Economic Community 
and the Republic of Austria, the Republic of Finland, 
the Republic of Iceland, the Kingdom of Norway, the 
Kingdom of Sweden and the Swiss Confederation; 
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- II - 22.VII.76 

- the Decision authorizing Ireland to take protective measures 
as regards footwear with uppers of leather imported from 
Finland, Iceland, Austria, Norway, Switzerland and Sweden; 

- the Directive amending Directives 69/74/EEC, 69/75/EEC and 
71/235/EEC on the hsxmonization of provisions laid down 
by law, regulation or administrative action relating 
respectively to customs wexehousing procedure, free zones 
and to the usual forms of handling which may be carried 
out in customs warehouses and in free zones. 

0 

0 0 

The Council recorded its agreement on the granting of 
the second instalment of emergency aid for the repatriates 
from .c":.ngola in Portugal through the VrFP (500 tonnes of 
skimmed-milk powder and 250 tonnes of butteroil) and on 
the modification of the geographical allocation of certain 
food aid supplied to UNICEF•~ . 
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I 
COMMISSION 

DES 
COMMUNAUTES EUROPEENNES 

GROUPE DU PORTE-PAROLE 

PRIORITE P 1 

Bruxel les 20 jui I let 1976 
................................... , le ............ ......... . ........ . 
HF/ub 

Remis au telex a 10 h 00 

LIBRARl 
Note BIO (76) 268 aux Bureaux nationaux 
c. c. aux Membres du Groupe et a MM. les Directeurs generaux des DG I et X 
et aM. Christensen DG VIII 

Conseil "Budget" du 22 jui llet 

Le Consei I adopter a mercredi, en premiere lecture, le projet de Budget 1977 
(voir P-46 de juin 1976 et BIO (76) 254 du 8/7 /76). 

Je vous rappelle que l'avant-projet presente par Ia Commission prevoit un 
total de depenses de 9. 260 MUC, en augmentation de 9, 3 % par rapport a 
19"76 (Budget supplementaire agricola compris). 

• 
Le projet de budget sera examine ensuite en premiere lecture par le Parlement 
lors d'une session speciale a Luxembourg du .25 au 28 octobre. 

A l'issue des travaux du Comite des representants permanents le dossier se 
presente de I a fa~on suivante : 

1. Attitude negative ou restrictive sur Ia plupart des actions ;:,ouvelles, pourtant 
peu nombreuses, proposees par Ia Commission •. 

C'est le cas notamment en ce qui concerne les credits demandes pour 

- Ia constitution du capital initial de Ia Banque 
europeenne d'exportation (100 MUC), ... 

- le 2eme programme lnformatique, 

- les actions dans le dom~ine aeronautique, 

c'est-a-dire pour les trois actions ·nouvelles les plus importantes. 

2. En ce qui concerne les divers secteurs d'activites, Ia discussion portera 
principalement sur : 

a. dans le secteur social 
- les credits demandes pour le Fonds social 

(surtout les credits d 1engagement), 

- I es credits du programme de lutte contre Ia pauvrete; 

. /. 

Adresse provisoire: 200, rue de Ia Loi, 1040 Bruxelles- Telephone 3500 40-3580 40- Adresse telegraphique: eCOMEUR Bruxelles •­
Telex: cCOMEURBRU 21877• 
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b. dans le secteur recherche 
- les projets communautaires de developpement technologique, 

- les c;:redi ts proposes pour 11exptoration des hydrocarbures et .Ia 
prospection d 1uranium; 

c. dans le secteur cooperation et developpement 
- Jlaide financiere aux PVD non associes, 

- t•aide al imentaire, 

- Ia bud~sation des engageme.nts exterieurs; 

d. dans le secteur agricole 
Le Conseil ne semtile pas dispose a accepter Ia reserve propos6e de 
200 MUC destinee a faire face a Ia prochaine re\iision des prix egrico.les. 

COMMENT AIRE 
Si I 'on en jt.ge d•apres les positions des deleg~Uons avant te Conseil 1• it sembte 

bien que les orientations adoptees par le ConseH conjoint des 5-6 evrH en ce 
qui concerne les actions prioritaires (secteur social et surtout emploi) n 1ont 
pas influence les travaux de fa~on decisive. 

3. Extension de Ia distinction entre credits d 1ensasement et credits de eaiement. 

Certaines delegations ont des objections a Jtigard de ta generatisat.ion 
de cette distinction, tant que n 1est pas cl arifiee 11.impHcation qu1eJfe comporte 
pour les droits du Parlement (notamment en ce qui concerne Ia marge de 
manoevre dont celui-ci dispose en matiere de depenses non obtigatoires) .. 

4. Budget supplementaire 1976 

Le Consei I devrait adopter egalement le projet de budget supplementa.ir.e 1976 
(qui porte essentiellement sur le FEOGA). 

* * * 
Les deliberations du Conseil seront precedees par une rencontre avec une 
delesation du Parlement europeen: il est probable que celle-ci ne menagera 
pas ses critiques aux Ministres, notamment en raison du blocage par fe C.onseH 
de I •engagement du programme d 1aide aux PVD non associes (credits votes 
Pan dernier par le Parlement) et des retards constates dans Ia mise en place 
definitive du systeme des ressources propres. Par ail leurs un compromis 
difficile devra 3tre trouve sur Ia fixation de Ia marge de manoeuvre du Parlement. 

A SUIVRE. 

Amities, 'I ' 
M. StA·

1 

ARE9LLI 
. /1 

/, /, 

'~ t.-> _;;1--1 



COMMISSION 
DES .. @r:-.ux~lles , le .... 23. jui ll_~t 1976 

COMMUNAUTES EUROPEENNES LK/kg 

G'OUPE DU PORTE PARt ' t I 8 RA R y 
PRIORITE P-1 Remis au telex a 

Note BI0(76) 268 suite 1 et fin aux Bureaux nationaux 
c. c. aux Membres du Groupe et a MM. les Directeurs generaux DG I et X 
eta M. Christensen DG VIII 

CON SElL BUDGET DU 22. 7. 1976 

II n'y avait aucun Ministre ace Conseil, mais 8 secretaires d 1Etat et 2 Representants 
permanents. Voici les resultats principaux de Ia reunion d 1hier : 

1 • Adoption d 1un reglement modifiant certaines parties du reglement financier et 
etablissant ainsi une extension de Ia distinction entre credits d 1engagement et 
credits de paiement. Ce reglement ne serait valable que pour 1977, en attente du 
nouveau reglement financier actuellement en preparation. 

2. Premiere lecture du budget supplementaire~ 1976 au Consei I. Adoption. 

3. Consultation avec une delegation du Parlement Europeen. Cette consultation a 
toujours lieu quand le Conseil discute le budget. Elle se deroulait, contrairement 
au passe, dans une tres bonne atmosphere. La delegation presidee par M. Spenale 
etait en principe d 1accord avec Ia modification temporaire du reglement financier. 
A cette occasion, M. Spenale marque Ia difference entre des budgets nationaux -
introvertis, egoistes, replies sur les besoins nationaux- et un budget communau­
taire- budget de solidarite, cherchant a eliminer les desequilibres dans Ia 
Communaute. M. Spenale regrette que les Consei 16Budget ne marquent pas une telle 
politique de solidarite mais font plutot de Ia comptabilite. 

4. Le budget 1977, premiere lecture au Consei I : Vis-a-vis de ce que Ia Commission 
avait propose, environ 600 MUC de reduction dans les credits de paiement et 
700 MUC dans les credits d'engagement. 
:_es reductions les plus significati\A:!S concernent(en credit de paiement) : 
100 MUC capital de Ia BEE; 
100 MUC pour le Fonds regional, 

93 MUC 

40MUC 
16 MUC 

(mais les credHs d'engagement ont ete maintemsa 500 MUC~ 
aide alimentaire, 
(reduction de 310 a 217 MUC); 
cooperation financiere avec les PVD non associes; 
aeronautique; 

200 MUC FEOGA: provision pour Ia revision des prix. Budgetise par Ia 
Commission pour eviter un budget supplementaire. 

Re~umant qual itativement les reductions faites par le Conseil, on constate ce qui suit 

- refus d 1actions nouvelles (BEE 100 MUC, aeronautique 16 MUC, 2eme programme 
informatique 7 MUC) en credits d 1engagement et de paiement; 

- ref: ..:; de credits en matiere d 1aide au developpement, et notamment les 2 po tes cites 

ci-,assus (133 MUC); 
• I. 

----------------------
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