JOINT DECTARATICY

FOURTH ASEAN-EC MINISTERIAL MEETING

Banglok, 24~25 March 1932

The Fourth Meeting of the Forelgn Ministers of the Menber
States of the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the

Buropean Conmunity (EC) wes held in Bangkol o 24 - 25 March 1983,

2 __H.E. Air Chief Marshal Siddhi Savetsila, Minister of Forelgn

do o

Affairs of Thailand, Chaimman of the ASEAN Standing Comnittee actad as

spokesman for ASEAN. ' . )

3. H.E. Mx, Hans-Dietrich Genschsr, tinister for Foraign Affairs

of the Pederal Republic of Germany, President of the EC Council of

e

finisters, and H.E. Mr, Wilhelm Haferkamp, Vice-Presicdent cf EC

Comnission, acted as spokesmen for the Burcpsan Comuity and their

-

Membeyr States;.

4. The constructive and wide-vanging exchange of views of curzent

international arndd regional political and econcmic prebleay vas
reflected in the excellent atweospiere which habitually characterizes
these meetings. Their discussion also deponstrated a oommen concemn

over these issues of regional and global nature and the urgent meed o

resolve than. /
5. The Ministers weaffimmed theiv commitment to the principles

of the UN Charter and notsd with satisfaction the frierdly coogeration
hetween their countries in the (O ard other international organisa-

tions. They also notad with grave concern bie fact that in mday farss
of the world force was still being used in violation of the (B Charter
and resolutions which call for respect for the principles of soverzign
equality of states ad seif-determication of peonles, for ncn-inteirference

and non~intervention in the affairs,of states, and for refraining frua
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the threat or the use of force againét the territorial integrity of1
.any state. The Ministers pledged themselves to continue to sucporti
this univérsal organisation and to consult closely to resolve lssueﬂ
of mutual interest to the member states of the EC and ASEAN. * The ‘;
Ministers exchanged view on current international problems and urged
all nations -to co-cperate to find durable and just solutions to these.
outstarding issues which critlcally affect world peace, in accordance
with the relevant resolutions of the United Nations. They a.lso
discussed the recent Non-Aligned Summit and agreed that the principles

of non-aligrment are an important factor for international stability.

6« The Ministers paid special attention to the areas of insta-
bility in Aéia. In particular they expressed concern over the armed
ipterventions by foreign powers in two independent and non-alic_.;ned
countries in Asia, namely Kampuchea and Afghanistan. They deplored
the continued presence of Vietnamese armed forces in Kampuchea and
those of the Soviet Union in Afghanistan and the constant refusal of
Vietnam and the Soviet Union to heed the appeals of the international -
cammunity for a withdrawal of their trodps. Both cases constitute a
violation of international law and a continued threat to international
peace‘ and security and to the stability of the region. They have also
caused untold suffering to the peoplés of Afghanistan ard Kampuchea
and have imposed severe burdens on neighbouring. states as a.result of

the heavy flow of refugees.

7. The Ministers deplored the illegal military occupation of
Rampuchea by Vietrnamese forces and the continuing conflict in that
country which has further intensified the rivalry between major rowers
in the _region. The Ministers reiterated their support for Resclutions

34/22, 35/6, 36/5 and 37/6 which were acdopted by impressive ard
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 increasing majorities at the UN General Assembly calling for the

withdrawal of all foreign forces from Kaznpuchea, the restoraticn and

preservation of its independence, scvefeignty and territorial

integrity and the right of the Kampuchean cecple to determine their

own destiny fz:ee frcm cutside interference or: ccex:cion.

8. h 'Ihe Mmisters expressed their continued full suppcr*- of the
principles and the terms of the Declaration of the’ Internaticnal
Ccnference o Kampuchea, mter: al_ia, calling for the totaL withdrawal
of Vietnamese forces- from Kampuchea;" the fignt of the Kampdchean

‘pecple to determine their own destiny through the’ UN supervised

genet.‘al electicns, an independent neutral ard nm~aligned ;{ampuchea
which pcses no threat to any of its neighbcurs and ‘the wmnit:nen.. by
all states to non~-interference and ncn-mtervention in tne :.nternal
affairs of Kampuchea as the basis of any just and- asting pcli tical’
settlement of the Kampuchean problem. To this erd, ti*ey reiterated
their stand that no assistance should te _giyen to Vietnam .of such a
nature as ‘to su'stain.and enhance the Viemaniese_ cccupation of Xampuchea.
9. | .The Ministers noted that the formation of the Coalition of '
Democratic Karupuchea under the Precidency c’f émtﬂecn Norodom Sihanouk
constituted a signifirnnr stpp—':in the .saarf:h for a comprehensive
political settliement. 1In this ccnneccion, the i_vﬁni.éters wLe
impressed by the overwhelming endcr's_ement _the"internaticnal cammunity

gave to the Democratic Kampuchea Coalition during the 37th UN General

Assembly.
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'10. The Ministers commended the Ad Hoc Camittee of the

International Conference on Kampuchea for its efforts o bring about a

peaceful solution and urged Vietnam and other states concerned to
cooperate with the efforts undertaken so far. The Ministers.
ac)mqnleégeii that. the legitimate security concerns of all states in |

&

the reéion had 'to ke taken‘into consideration.. v

11. The EC Ministers expressed thelr 2ppreciation of the efforts'

of ASEAN in the searc.h for a ccmprehens:.ve politlcal settlcment of t:he
Kannpuchean problem. 'mcy recognized that the ASEAN member countries
were motivated by the desire to create.condltions cnndumve to the
realization of a 2one of éeeee » Freedom and. Neutrality (Zb?rem in

Scutheast. Asia..

2. ” Both ‘sides.'_e:rpressed. their deep concein over the serious

| refugee problem' m ri;e area. Although.tbe overall caseload has been‘
samewhat. reduced mamly th*ough resettlement, a large number! of refx.-
gees remain in t:he ASEAN wuntnes of f:.rst refuge, particularly in .
Thailand where there -are over 160 000 Vletnarrese, Laotlan ard -

.‘ Kampucbean refugees and displaced persons Lp holdlrg centres and close
to 300,000 Kampucheans along the Tha:.-xampuchean border. The
Mlm.sters stressed the need for ‘the international oammmlry to accept
the prmcxple of internaticnal ‘burdenshanng to orevide aporopriate
durable solutions to the problems of refugees and displaced persons in
- Southeast Asia through the increase in resettlement opportunities for
these unfortunate people in third countries, 'Iﬁey also called upon
the countries of origin to co—~opsrate with UNHCR in the speedy impie-

mentation of the voluntary repatriation programme.

s

Al .
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13. The Ministers deplored the recent military attacks by
Vietnamese armoured and ‘artillery forces against ghe Nong Chan border
encampments, schools and hospitals' built for kampuchean civilians by
international relief agencies at the Thai-Kampuchean border. ".‘."fhese

* attacks constituted violations of the fundamental principles,of‘_hn_x_;ma-

nitarianism and the N Charter.

14. The EC Minister:s. comnended the ASEAN countries, which are
still facing a serious influx of fefugees for their efforts to alle~
viate the sufferings of refugees by granting first refuge and
assistance on humanitirian ground. They also rotad that the ASFEAN
countries cdeemed the extension of first refuge depends on mnit.mnt

of resettlement in third oountries and the avoidance of residual

probléms .

15. The ASEAN Ministers expressed their sincere thanks and
appreciation.to the £C countries for their invaluable bilateral’
assistance as well as their assistance to the United Nations

Humanitarian Programmes for Indochinese refugegs in the ASEAN countries.'

16. -~ The Minister:s paid tribute t WFP/UNBRO, UNKCR, ICRC and
other intergovernmental a'nd non—gox)ernmental organisatior%s for their
indispensable contribution to the alleviation of the re.f:‘ugee croblems
of the area. They stressed the need for the continuing support of the
United Nations Humanitarian Programmes along the Thai-Xanguchean
border, in the holding centres, as well as the assistance o the Thai

Government in the relief and rehabilitation of the affected Thai

villagers.
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17. The Ministers, recognizing with deep concern that the

Soviet military oocupetion of Afghanistan has entered its fourth year
and like the illegal occupation of Kampuchea, is anothes instance of
the subjugation of small independent states by foreign powers through

'the use of force in open violation of international law, appealed o

all ‘states to respect the sovereignty, territorial integrity, politi-
cal mdependenoe ard ron-aligned c"zaracter of Afgham.stan They were
part:.cularly concerned with the- contmued flow of refugees from
Afghanlstan resulting fran Soviet military operations. The Ministers
strongly urged tlj:e creaticn of .the necessary conditions for the Afghan
refugees to return'volontarily to their homes in safety and honour,
They also noted that all appeals by the United Nations, the Islamic

Conference and the Movement. of Non-Aligned countries for the

withdrawal of. forelgn troops from Afghams..an ard a oolltlcal solution -,

enabling the A...ghan reople to determine freely their own form of

government. have been ignored by the Soviet Union.

18.. . 'mey agreed that the situation m P.sfghanistan remains a
major cause of intemationel tension. and continues seriouslly to affect
the stability of the regioh and of the wozfld as a whoie. AThe EC
Ministers referred to tl"e proposal of the Ten of June 30th, 1981,
which was reaff:.rmed on December 4th, 1982, for a con-orehers:.ve ‘:Oll- “

tical settlement. The ASEAN Ministers supported this statement.

15. The Ministers appreciated the efforts undertaken by the
Secretary-General of the United Nations aimed at a political solution
based on the principles of the United Nations' Resolutions including

the total withdrawal of foreign trcops.

4
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20, 'Ihe Ministets discussed the pr:-ese-nt dangerous situation in

. the Mlddle East. 'Ihe EC 'ﬁmsters informed their oolleagues about the

| statement of- tbe European Council of 22 March, 1983. The ASEAN Ministers
mformed t.he Meeting about the decisions adopted by the Non—AlJ.gned

Suunit at New Delhi. .

21. The MiniStet's stressed the urgency for a Middle East peace
settlmnt and oalled ™ aJ.l parties to the dispute to seize the pre- e
sent oppor:tum.ty ﬁor progress towards a comprehensive Just and. last:.rg

m@b - v

22. The Ministers expressed their satisfaction at the continuing
' development of contacts between parllamentarlans of the two regitns
following the visit of an ASE‘.AN Inter—parllamentarv Organisatlon dele~

gation to t.he :.uropean Parllament in \Iovember 1982.

23.. The: Ministers' recognized the importance of the cultural ties
- between the peoples of the two regions and agreed that there was a
need to promote and ‘enhance these ties between ASEAN and the
Ccmqnity.' o | |

.o ' "J

24. In a generaJ. excnange or vlews s Lhe wor 1 Snnnnnde &l
financial situation ASE:AN and the Conmumty agreed that the present

- difficulties had once agam clearly demons..rated the econdmic inter-
dependence which existed among all members of the internatioral com-
munity, The Ministers reaffirmed their belief that in such an -
increasingly interdependent world, a global, integrated and comprehen-
Sive approach to 'international econcmic issues was essential. Both

sides therefore'agreed on the necessity to.ic;ork together ard to seek
solutions which effectively reflected the mutual lepefits and common
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'intex:est-'énd the responsibility of all p'arl‘ties ccncerﬁed. The 1
Ministers also agreed that it was only through increased intermatioral
cooperaéion that there would be-a recovery of the world econamy.

They therefore pledged themselves ‘to cnntinue to consult ard cooperate
closely to resolve wt:standmg issues in GATT, UNCTAD, mternatz.onal
financial institutions, and in other international fora for the revival
of .the world econcmy and the promotion of growth and development., The
Ministers also recoghised the value of regicnal cooperaﬁion through‘

which their countries could effectively cvercome an increasing number
of common problems.

25.. ASEAN and the Community reiterated and stressed t‘*.elneed

to maintain liberal and open trading a:ndltlons ard .to pramcte the
reccvery ard expansicn of the world economy, in particular through
"'inc."*eased bilateral, regional and internaticnal trade. They would

seek to ensure that GATT‘ provided a continuing forum for ﬁeﬂotxation

and consultation, in which an appropriate balance of rights ard obli-
gations c:;uld be assured for all .contracting parties and that the

r:uies and procedures of the system were effestively and fairly applieq,

on the basis of agreed interpretations, for the economic develognentl .

ard benefit of all. The Ministers noted the worsening in the inter-:;

|
\

national trade situation. They recognlsed the darngers of recourse to
protectionism. They further rea)gmsed that pcs:.tlve structural adjL.s*:nent
could contribute to the improvement of their ecocnomies. The Ministers
reaffirmed the conclusions of the GATT Ministerial Meeting in Noverber

1982 and resolved to support and improve the GAIT system so that it
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might mntfibute vigocrously to the further liberalisation and expan=-
sion of trade based on inutual comni tment and.mutuai advantage, taking
into account the special position of develoning countries. They

also welcomed the commitment to overcome protectionist pressures ard
agreed to work together to implement the work programme and 'br:iorities
for the 1980's as set out in the final text of the GATT Ministerial
Declarat.i;m, aiming at improving the GATT trading system and achieving

freer trade.

26.. The: Ministers welcomed the close oooperétion that had
developed between the two regions in recent years in the field of
ccmno.dity arrangements. Both sides agreed that due regard be given

to each other's interests when defining policies likely to have an
impact on commcdities. The Ministers underliried the need for |
equitable, remunerative and stable international prices for com-

- modities. in the world market. They emphasised their commitment tn
continuing efforts to ensure the effectiveress of the Internaticnal
Natural Rubber, Tin and Coffee Agreements in achieving their objectives.
In particular, the Ministers agreed on the urgency of stabilising the
international sugar market by adopting appropriate policies within the '
framework of a r;ew international sugar agreemenlt. In the light of the
mutuality of interest between producers and consumers guid the importance
of cooperation between U'x'e two_regional groupings in the field of can-
modities, they agreed that it was important fof ASEAN and the

Community to work together in promoting a continuing dialegue in this
field. Both parties expressed their readiness to cooperatz closel

in establishing, where aporopriate, individual commedity agreements or

arrangements in the context of the Integrated Programme for

Commodities (IPC).
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27. ' The Ministers recognised the importance of the Commor

'Fund as a key instrument of the Integrated Programme for Commodities

and expressed the hope that. the Agreement establishihg the Cammen Fud .

~ for Coammcdities .would' soon be .effectively implemented, and that it

would evolve into an operaticnally viable Financial institution.
28, I In the context of the. situation of the ewnomies;of
developing countries, and recognising that this had a direct rela- |
tionship to the depth and d&ratf.on of the present world econamic dif-
'f'icx'ﬂ';ties; ASEAN and the écmmunity committed theméelves w warking
for the success of the forthcoming Sixth Session of WCmD in
Belgrade. To this eénd they agreed to continpe ‘close consultaticns

. on the Conferénce. Both sides recognised that UNCTAD VI would ke an
hnpoitant occaéioh to consider the present problems affecting the
world econany and hoped that the Conference would adopt ¢ licy
recamendat:.ons which would lead to progress in areas of part:.cular
importance to developing muntries.‘ They also expressed the hope |
that the ponferéhce wpuld successfully lend further impetus to the |

North—South Dialogue and tc the efforts to provide a new stimulus for

world cooncmic activities, together with an acceleratlon of the devel op- .

J
ment ‘of the developing countries.

|
29. Behevmg ’that the launch.mg of the Global \Iegotlaticns dn
International Econcmic Cooperat.on for Develcpment within the "mted
Na’tlons system would ccntrlbute to the solution of mtematlonal econcmic
problems by working towards the establishment of a new mternatlona_
ecoﬁcmic order for the benefit of all, the Ministers agreed on the need

to work closely together for the early launching of such Negotiations.
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30. Recalling their previous™oint declarations following
the meetings in Brussels, Xuala Lumpur and London, the Ministers
welcomed with satisfaction thé continued development of the coopera-
tion tetween ASEAN and the Community as re:lec;e_d in the rapid expan-
sion and divers.;ification'of activities in the context of the EC-ASEAN
Cocperation Agreement, the significance of which they reiterated. Of
particular importance were cooperation in the fields of science and
technoloéy, insurance, trade promotion, t;aining and development
cocoperation. These activit'i_es had brought about a new momentum in
rélations- between ASEAN and the Community. “mc.Ministcr::. agreed that the
working measures adoptéd had translated into action the brocad commit-~
ments contained in the Cooperation Agreement. This was a significant
step in reinforcing mutually beneficial relations tetween.the

Camunity and ASEAN. The Ministers agreed to seek o continue this
process of expansion into as manf fields of mutual interesst as possible.
In this context they noted in particular the success of the Third
¥eeting of the Joint Cooperation Conmittee held in Pattava, Thailard,

in November 1982 which had given a particular emphasis to increased
.cooperatién between the industrial and busine?s sectors of the two
regions. They welcomed the success of the‘récent Kuala Lumpur Industrial
Sectoral Conf'erenceAand'looked forward to further actions in this field
in 1983. They also looked forward to the development of a closer

cooperation between financial institutions in the two regions.

31. The Ministers recognised the importance of economic and
technical cocperation among developing countries as a means to pramote

the national and efficient use of human, material, financial and technology
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Lesources avasaule for the individual and collective welfare of the
peoples_.of ASEAN and other developing countries. In this context,; the
Camunity welcamed the activities of ASEAN ard undertook, within the
framework of the Cooperation Aaréemnt, to explore ways‘ and means 6}‘,

supporting .ASEAN in the field of Econamic and Technical Cooperation

among Developing Countries.

32. The Ministers welcomed the progress ma,delin science ard
. technology cooperation within the ocontext of the Cooperaticn
Agreement. and emphasised the importance of continued and effective

cooperation in this field.

33, “The EC Ministers acknowledged ASEAM's status as a cchesive .
regional grouping-which is playing an independent and poéitive- role in
working for ceace and stability in Southeast Asia. For their part,
the ASEAN Ministers expressed their appreciation of the pbsitive, role
of the European Community in regard to the problems facing the world
today. Both sides acknowledged that their respective efforts 'ware'
reinforced by their close and friendly cooperation. _ .

]
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