EEC - ASEAN

PRESS RELEASE

Brussels, 21 November 1978
1332/78 (Presse 152)

JOINT DECLARATION

A meeting at Ministerial level between the European
. Communities and their Member States and the Association of
South East Asian Nations was held in Brussels on

20 - 21 November 1978,
Those varticipating in the meeting were:

On the ASEAN side:

His Excellency ¥r Mochtar Kusumaatmadja
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Indonesia

His Excellency Tengku Ahmad Rithauddeen
Minister for Poreign Affairs of Halaysia

His Excellency General Carlos P, Romulo
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Philippines

His Excellency ir S. Rejarztnam
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Singapore and

£is Excellency Dr Upadit Pechariyangiun
Minister for Foreigp Affairs of Thailand

On the 1=‘u.:ronea=.'n side: ,
dis Exce’lency ¥r Haeas-Dietrich Genscher

Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republlc
. of Germany and Pre31dent of the Council

His Excellency Mr-H. Simonet
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Belgium

His Excellenéy Mr Henning Christophersen
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Denmark
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His Excellency Dr Otto Graf Lambsdorff :
Minlster for Economlc Affalrs of the . Federal Republlc of Germany

His Excellency Dr Klaus von Dohnanyi o
Minister of State of the Federal Republic of Germany

His Excellency Mr Louis de Guiringaud
Minister for Foreign Affairs of France

His Excellency Mr M. O'Kennedy
. Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ireland

His Excellency Mr Angelo Sanza : o -
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affeirs of Italy

His Excellency Mr Gaston Thorn _
Prime Minister and Minister fér Foreign Affairs of Luxembourg

His Excellency Dr Cehe Van der Klaauw
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands

His Excellency The Rt. Hon. Dr David Owen -
Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs

His Excellency Mr Roy Jenkins
President of the Commission of the European Communities

His Excellency Mr Wilhelm Haferkamp
Vice-President of the Commission of the European Communities

His Excellency Mr Mochtar Kusumaatmadje acted as
- spokesman for ASEAN |

His Excellency Mr Hans-Dietrich Genscher and His Excellency
Mr Roy Jenkins acted as spokesmen for the European
Communities and their Member States ‘

His Excellency Datuk Ali Bin Abdullsh, the Secretary-
General of the ASEAN Secretariat was present. ‘



The ASEAN Foreign Ministers and the Forplgn Ministers
of the Member Stiates of the European Community exchanged
“views on currsnt regional and intermational issues and
developrments, They reaffirmed their commitment to world
peace, inftermational cooperation and understandlng, economic
dev»lopment and social justice, The discussions took place
in 2 spirit of friendliress and understanding,

The Foreign Ministers of the lember States of the
Europezn Commriity welcomed the favourable develoument of
ASEAN 2s a.regional organization committed to economic
growth, social progress and culturel develovment, They
recognized ASEAN as a factor of stability and telance which
contributes to the maintenance of peace in South-East Asia,

The Foreign Ministers of the Member States of the
Europeen Community reaffirmed their suvvort for ASZAN's
efforts to achieve self-reliance, progress and stabili ity
on the tasis of economic, social and cultural cooperation.

The Foreign Uinisters of the member states of ASEAN
recognized the work of Eurovean integration and the role
nlayed by the Europe of the Nine as a factor of economic
and political stability and zs an element of balarce in
internatioral relations, They welcomed the outward-looklng
charecter of this integration exemnli‘led by the desmrﬂ of’
the member states to cooperate with ASEAN. ' |

The Foreign Ministers of the Member States of the
Buropean Community and ASEAN underlined the importance
which théy attach to the pursuance and development of
relations and reaffirmed their common will to broaden
the scope of their cooperation on the basis of equalitj,
respect and mutual benefit. They also agreed that thié
cooperation should serve their people by promotlng greater

_prosperity, social justice and human rights., '
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. The Foreign Ministers of the Member States of the
Européan Comminity expressed their-support for ASEAN's
efforts to establish cooperation and peaceful relations
among all countries of South-East Asia, They also
welcomed the endeavours of the member statez of ASEAN

to develop their relations beyond the South-Eest Asian
region. | o -

The Foreign Ministers of ASEAN end of the Member
States of the European Community viewed with sérious
concern the unabated f£low of Indochinese refugees to
the ASEAN countries, Conscious of the intemational
implications of the problem as well as its humenitarian
aspects, the Foreign Ministers of the member states of

" ASEAN and the Europesn Community which have already
taken steps to resolve this problem, held the view
that interrational efforts for the expeditious
resettlement of the refugees require further inter-
‘national consideration and deserve wider support.

The Foreign Ministers of the Member States of the
European Commmity eand ASEAN expressed their desire
to promote, by'appropriate measures, muitual understanding
between the peoples of ASEAN and the Eurovean Community
in the context of their concern %o bring them closer
%o one another, | .

The Community welcomed the positive steps %aken by ASEAN
towards strengthening regional cooperetion, The Community
expressed its readiness to assist ASEAN regional coopersiion

progremmes and to participate with ASFAN in regional develorment
cooperation.
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INTERNATTONAL RETATTONS

[

ASEAN and the Community reaffirmed their determined

suovort for intermetional action leading toa
new international economic order, 'They underlined
the - importance of achieving solutions

" to the outstanding problems and agreed to cooperate
constructlvelj in the coming iatermational meetings on *the
outstanding issues in the North-South Dizlogue, including
UNCTAD V in ¥edila in Hay 1975, '

They agreed on the need to arrive urgently at decisicns
.40 implement agreements reeched during the Conference on
Intermational Zconomic Cooperztion in May 1977 in narvlcu¢ar
insofar 2s commonlty policy was concermed, The Ministers
placed varticular emphasis on the Integrated Programme Ilor
Commodities (IPC) end the early establistment o a Common
Fund, They also agreed to cooperaie closely in ellorts
to establish appropriate individual cocomodity agreements
or arrangemenis, )

ASEAY and the Community sgrsed om the necessiiy <o
maintain free trade conditions in order %o vromote 2 .
recovery in the world AcsnomJ *hrough exraading 1nternatlonal
trade, They confirmed their resdiness 40 cooperate con-
giictively %0 achieve savisfactory resulsza in the'u-v §
negotiations, The Communily expressed its awareness of thp
gpecizl needs of tha2 develoring coundtries ani paz icnlarl;\

of ASZAN and reaifirmed its intenticn %o seelk provisiéns ‘
which would satis?y these needs, '

RSGIONAL INTECRATICK AWD CCOPERATICN /

ASEAN and the Community expléined and assessed current
developments in their respective regions., The Community
emphasized moves to bring zbout a Zuropean ﬁonetary Systemn,
the importance of the direct elections to. the Europeén
Parliement in June 1979, and the progress of negotiations
on the enlargement of the Communlty. ASEAN pointed out that
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they had'recently made éignificant prbgress-in their
regional cooperation, The Community indicated its
willingness to offer all possible 3331s.ance in this
" respect,

ECONO"IC LATTONS

R

ASEAN and the Communlty affirmed their mutual interest
in and their firm intention of stimalating economic
cooperation between the two regions,

.TRADE

_ ASEAN expressed its concern over measures which had
been or might be adopted by the Community and which would

" have the effect of . inhlbltlng exports of rarticular
importance to ASEAN, Referring to the significent growth
in the ASEAN-Community mitual trede, the Community emphasized
that recent measures are of a temporary nature and must be
viewed against the btackground of the SDGCIal ‘situwation in
a few sectors,

Both sides agreed that, insofar as was vossible, and
as was at present the case, they would seek each other's
views where measures were being considered which could have
an d&dverse effect on trade between the two regions.

ASEAN expressed its need for improved access 1o the
' Community's market for ASFAN's manufactured, semi-msnufactured
and primary product exports and the Comnmunity tock note of
ASEAN's requests.

ASEAN urged that, in order to facilitate ASEAN?s efforts
.%o increase exports to the Commmity, the Commwnity should
remove or relax tariff and non-tariff barriers to trade and
should alsc consider tariff reclassification and the stream~-
lining of administrative procedures. ASEAN furthermore
emphasized the importance of the Commumity's GSP to the economic
development of the ASEAN member countries and urged the Community
to further improve its GSP and to make it a permanent feature
of its policy. '
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In respect of tariff matters, the Community
reaffirmed the viewpoint it had made clear during the
MTN negotlatlons, that it was seeking to bring about in
~all sectors a differentiated and more favourable treatment
for developing countries such as ASEAN, In view of the
value placed by ASEAN on the Community's generalized
‘scheme of preferences for its economic development, the
Community reconfirmed its already stated intention to
extend such & scheme beyond the initial decade foreseer:
et its establishment, and undertook to comsider favoiurskly
to the fullest possible extent requests for improvements
which would te of importance to the economic develorment of
the countries of ASEAN,

ASEAN expressed its annrec;ation for the assistance
glven by the Community in the vast in the field of trade
promotion, 3oth sides agreed that this was an important
area Of activity which needed to be expanded in order to
assist the creation of additional trade batween the two
regions, The Community agreed that so far as possible ASTAN
would be treated as & group in the context of the programmes
initiated by the Commission of the Eurcopeen Communit*es.

gQMNOD*TIZS

The Community recognized the importance of ASEAN as a

_major supplier of many key commodities and expressed its
willingness to examine, within a global conxext,

what possibilities there were for - _

guaranteeing the stabllization of the export earmnings of
the;developing countries, including ASEAN, as a complement
to other measures. Both sides undertook to consider .
favourably the possibility of promo%ing long-term arrange=-
ments among economic operators of the two regions for the
supply of commodities.,
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INVESTLENTS -

Bearing in mind the potentials of the ASEAN

region and noting-the important role of foreign _
investment in the development of the ASEAN economies
and-in accelerating and diversifying their industrial
- capacities, the Ministers agreed on the mutual interest
of the Community end ASFANY in encourzging Europesn ‘
investments in the ASEAN countries, In this comnection,
the Ministers agreed on the importance of investments
by Commmity private sectors in industries including,
among others, those which are labour intensive, those
which rely on ASEAN's raw mater*als and those whick
would raise the techno’ogzcal cepabilities of the ASEAN
member countries,

. The Community confirmed its preperedness to continue
sponsoring arrengements o esiablish contacts between
economic opera2tors in ASEAN and the Community. Both
gides noted the success of the Community-ASEAN Conference
on Indus%riel Cooperation held in Brussels in April 1977.
They noted with approval thet & second Conference will
be held in Jakarta from 26 to 28 February 197%.

In the same context, it was agreed to pfomotg the
establishment cf an ASEAN-Commmmity trede and investment
forum for relevant business orgenizatiors in the two
regions, In addition, ASEAN would corntinue to take
measures 4o promote private investment from the Commmity.

ASEAN urged the continuetion and intensification, of
. ¥he cooperation between the Commission and  the -ASZEAN countries

in the field of the promotion of joifit venture collaborat;on and
sub-contracting activities, ‘
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The Ministers expressad th: view thab it was desirable
to further encourage such investments from the Community.
The already favourable investment climate in the ASEAN
countries would be improved by extending investment
protection arrangements to all nine Member States of the
Community and all five ASEAN countries. It was agreéa to
seek to implement this at an early datee. '

TRANSPIR OF TECHTOLOGY, TRATNTNG PROGRAISES AND SCTENTIFIC
ZCCTERATTON ~

T I

The Uinisters agreed or the immortance, for the

‘industrﬂaliza ion nlans of the member countries o* ASEAN,
of increased trensfer of technolo~y from the Comnmnltj te
ASEAN, The Commmity undertock %o intensify cooverztico

4h ASEAN in this resvect, including a continuvation of
the curren’ programme of seminars 'on the suctiect of
transfer of technology and an exdansion of the tr2ining
ard educaetionzl assistarce progrzrmes for technicians
and industrizl workers from she ASZAY countries,

The meeting azreed on the particular importance of
scientific cocperétion betweern the two regioms, In this
context, it was egreed to make a2 joint study of the
possibilities of establishing ccorerasion in science &nd
%echnology bedtweren relevent instizultions of ASEAN and the
Community, The Commurity and its Member Siates.con?irmed
theixr intention %o esncourage theair scieztiiic lnStluutland.
%0 receive a pumber ol ASEAN scientists toth for advanced
eduecation and for researchn, '

DEVELOPMENT COOPVRATION

ASEAN welcomed the extension of the Communlty s
financial and technical assistance progremmes in favour
of the non-associated developing countries to cover also
regional projects ‘supplementary to the Community assistance
to development projects in individual ASEAN member countries
The Community undertook to pay increased attention to ASEAN

‘.ovo/!"l

regional projects in future programmes.
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" ASEAN welcomed, as & first step in this direction, the
Community's decision 'to finance feaaibility studies for an
ASEAN Post-harvest Grain Research and Treining Programme
and an ASEAN Timber Industry Research, Development and
Training Centre, ASEAN indicated its intention to create
‘a suitable mechanism for facilitating the development of
such projects,

The Commmnity stated that it would seek & coordination
of the development cooperstion activities of the Community
and iis Member States in the ASEAN region esneclallj in
relation to ASEAN reg1onal projects.

The Cpmmunity acknowlgdged the economic and politicel
importance of ASEAN projects in industrial and other
sectors and confirmed its willingness to encourage the
financing of such projects from financial sources within
the Community and in partlcular from the ?uronean commerciel
banking sector.

The Community announced that the members of the
grouping of wublic develomment financial corporztions of
the Member States of the Commmity which are able to operate
in the ASEAN region had dgreed to examine with the '
Commission end ASEAN ways and means for an involvement in
ASEAN regionel projects.

CULTURAL CCOPERATION -

'ASEAN end the Community agreed %o enhance cooperstion
- 4n the culturel field which would include cooperation in °
education and information, Some Member States and the
Commission of the Euroveen Commnities promised to award more
scholarships according to their cepacities and %o coordinate
these in consultation with ASEAN, -
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FRAVMEWORE OF COOPERATION -

_ The Comrmunity recognized that ASEAN is 2 developing
region and agreed that cooperation_hetween ASZEAN and the
Community should be expended in such a2 manner as %o contribute
‘40 ASEAN's efforts in enhancing its sélf-reliance angd |
ecqnbmic resilience. -The two sides noted that the work
. of the ASEAN-Commission Joint Study Group had strengthened
relations between the two regional groupings. In this
context, they noted the study on long~term cooperation
between ASEAN and the COmmunlty which is currently in progress,

* 1% was further noted that the establishment of 2
dialogue at Ambassadorial level between the Permanent Repre-
sentatives of the Member States to the European Commmnities
and the Commission of the Eurovean Communitias and the ASZEAN
Ambassadors to the Communities, had led %o an intensificetion
of Community-ASEAN cooperation, '

, The Commmity stated that the Commission would open’'e
delegation in PBangkok in the course of 1572, ASEAN welcomed
this decision, |

Against this background and that of the already
prevailing economic cooperzation between ASEAN and the
Community, and in the light of the discussions which had
taken place during the meeting, ASEAN and the Community
egreed that it would be desirzble to place the relations
between the two groupings on a more formal footing and, to
this en., it was agreed that explorstory discussions on the
content of a possible cooperation agreement should

. shortly be started between the two sides.
: : | |

The ¥Ministers agreed that this ASEZAN<Comrmmnity Ministerizl
Meeting ushsred in 2 new er=2 in the relations between ASZAN
‘and the Community anéd that it had been ve*y useful and
beneficial to bot h sides,
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