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The Governments of the Member States and the Commission of the

European Communities were represented as foil-ows:

I

E9!grvu,
Mr DanieI COENS
illinlster for Education
Mr Andr6 BERTHOUILLE
Minister for Education

9gtgelv'
Mr Paul Harro PIAZOLO
State SecretarY,
Federal MinistrY for Education
and Sclence
MT G. STOLLENWERK
State Secretary
Ministry of Culture
of the Rhineland Palatinate

France:

Mr Alain SAVARY
Minister for Education
Mr Roger-G6rard SCHWARTZENBERG
State Secretary'
Ministry for Education

I!3lv:
Mr Domenico AMALFITANO
State Secretary,
Ministry for Educatlon

Netherlands:

Denmark:

r',^r BerteI HAARDER
Ivlinlster for Education

Greece:

Mr Apostolos KAKLAMANIS
Minister for Education and
Religious Affairs

lrgi el9'
Mr Liam OTLAIDHTN
ec.-retary of the
lepartment <.rf Eilucation

lsrst9gslg:
Mr Fernand BODEN
Minister for Education

United Kingdom:

MT W.J. DEETMAN MT RObETt DUNN

Minister for Education Under Secretary of State
and Sclence for Education and Science

Commission:

Mr Ivor RICHARD
Member
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-3- 4.VI.84

EpucATroN rN THE CONTEXT OF iop_gl-t]t
AND SOC]AL CONDITIONS

The Council and the Ministers for Education meeting within the
Council held a broad exchange of views on education in the context of
popuration changes and new economic and social, conditions.

At the end of an in-depth discussion in which every delegation
had a chance to announce the measures taken or envisaged in this
sphere, the Council and the Ministers for Education instructed the
Education Commlttee to make a detailed examination of the various
contributions thus provided with an eye to the forthcoming ministerial
meetings.

The Council and the Ministers for Education meeting within the
Council- subsequently discussed a series of questions pertaining to:

I'Technological change and social adjustment, (section of the
commission communication concerning education and training) ;

the teaching of foreign languages 1n the European community;

- pilot schemes relating to the education of migrant workersl
chi ldren ;

the integration of handicapped children into ordinary schools;

- measures to combat illiteracy;

At the end of these discussions, they adopted the forlowing
conclusions:
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-4- 4.Vr.84

CONCLUSIONS

OF THE COUNCIL AND THE MINISTERS FOR EDUCATION

MEETING WITHIN THE COUNCIL

ONII5gg1111OLOG[CAL CHANGEI AND SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT

(section of the Commission Communication
concerning education and training)

1. The Counctl Jlnd thc Ur-qlrtcra for.Edlcetlon-mctlnl Ylthln thc'
Counctl hevo talten notQ of tho coDmtillon c-gnnunlcet'lon on teohno-

loglcrl chenge end Eoclal adJustnont and have .
eramtnGd that part of Chepter IV concerntnB a first ftcld of actlon
ln tho anca of cducatlon and tratnlng.

2. Thc 9ou.,ncrr and gEg. Mrnrsters fgr Eiucetrg! ncettnr wlthin tIe
Counci I nelcome ttrc approoch proposed try the
Commlsclon, They wlsh to str.ess thc prlortty role whlch educatlon

and tralntng can and must play ln the lrnpleDentatlon of a strategy
for lncreaei.ng thc tnnovatlve capaclty and competlttveness of
undertaklnge, uhlle enauring that Euch tcchnologlt Ecrves soclal
and cultural nequlromentrt. They point out that the ftrst ttep ln
thia cttrcctlon uafi LakGn wtth the ttro Counell Resolutlona of 1983

on the introducLlon of new information tcchnology ln educatton
and ut th regard to vocttlonal tnalniog
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E 4.VI.B4

They wish to emphasize the importance of continuing training
given the advance of technological change and the need to define
new relationships between general education and technical and

vocational education and training. Faced with the need of the

economy and of society for highly-qualified manpower familiar with
new technoLogy, it is essential to develop innovative
approaches to initial and ongoing training. The availability
of such highly-qualified manpower is indeed a prerequisite
for the success of the essential work being done in the research

and development and industrial policy field.

3. In this connection they reaffirm their commitment to
implementing in ful1 the Resolution on the introduction of new

information technology in education (Nft; mentioned in
parasraph 13 of the communication. They consider that the action
to be undertaken at Community level, particularly in the frame-

work of forthcoming seminars (Newcastle-upon-Tyne/United Kingdom,

Ita1y, Germany, etc.) and study vlsits, should take into account

the proposals put forward at the end of the seminar organized in
December 1-983 in Marseiltes by the French authorities in
collaboratlon with the Commission, in the following three priority
areas in particular: the training of teachers, the development of
software and hardware, and educational- activities and research.

(i) The discussions on teacher training highlighted the

importance of concentrating Community action on practical
measures such as:

study visits to promote knowledge and comparison of the

methods of such training in the various countries;

- training courses and summer schools dealing with specific
subj ec ts ;

- an analytical comparison of the form and content of teacher
training in the Member States.
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6- 4.VI.84

(ri) the software/hardware aspect requires special attentlon; the
importance of the cultural- and economic stakes invol-ved reveals
the need for Communlty co-operation in close Iiaison with the
ESPRIT programme. Such co-operation wilI cover in partlcular:

improvement in the transferability of software and educational
software;

the regular exchange of information, in particular through
consultation of lnter-linked educational software libraries;

studies on the inter-activity of audio-visual and computer
graphics systems.

These proiects presuppose appropriate co-operation between
the educationar authoritles and both sides of industry
Community-wide.

(iii) Educational activities and research should particularly be
concerned wlth the following areas:

taking into account the consequences of new information
technology for all types of training, particularly the
training of instructors;

the consequences for the content of teaching, particurarry
in the scientific disciplines;

the improvement of training profires and information leadlng
to the recognition of qualifications.

special attention wilr have to be paid to assisting the
handicapped and to home study courses, for which the Nrr is
providing new basic too1s.
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The Council and the M:!1
the CounciL have examined the proposals in the Commission

communicatlon relating to the strengthening of co-operation between
the universities and industry (paragraph 15). They consider that
this co-operation should lead to better adaptation of education
and vocational training to the changing needs of industry,
particularly in favour of small and medium enterprises, which are
highly innovatory in the different fields of technological
development. They point out that this co-operation is one of the
el-ements of a wider action concerning advanced, initial and

continuing training, with a view to ensuring the supply of highly
qualified manpower. They underline the fact that mutual support
agreements already exist in many Member States in various forms
( "meeting points", 'r joint venturesrr, "teaching companiest',
rruniversity science parksrr, rr junior enterprisesrt, etc. ) and that
it is important to evaluate those experiments and to develop them

by giving them a Community dimensj-on. They recal-I that this
co-operation between universities and industry is complementary
to that already existing in the field of research, development and

innovation - ESPRIT and Stimulation of the Scientific and

Technical Potential i6 particufar. They finally request the
Commission to give a more detalled description of the above actions.

The Co.u.nci-l .and the Ministers for Edq_cation meet.ing withjn- -thq
CounciL agree to promote publicity drives to bring new technology
to the attention of the public at large (paragraph _16 of the
Communication) particularly in the framework of adult education.

5.
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Such campaigns, which would complement the training of school-
children and highly skilled manpower, are a crucial factor in making
this technoLogy accessible to all the economic and social protagonists.

In this context the Commission proposes the organization of
a competition for the best software at Community level_, in the
context of International Youth Year. They feel that such an
initiative could make young peopre more aware of new technology
and thereby contribute to the development of a community strategy
in this field. They request the Commission to present detailed
proposals for the implementation of thls project.

6. The Council and the Mlnisters for Education meeting within
the Council have drawn up this part of the concl"usions as a
contribution to the discussion which the councir (Labour and
sociar Affairs) should conduct on the subject of technoroglcal
change and social adjustment at its meeting on 7 June 1984.
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ON THE TEACHING OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES

4.Vr.84

1,. Knowledge of foreign languages is a key element in the

construction of Europe. The Member states of the European

community have chosen to respect linguistic diversity in this

construction in order to preserve Europets cultural wealth'

Knowledge of the languages of the European Community is one of the

factors favouring the free movement of persons stipulated in

Title III of the Treaty of Rome, and it facilitates cultural,

economic, technical and scientific co-operation among the Member

States. Knowledge of foreign languages afso has an important part

to play in the cultural and economic ties between Member States

and. third countries, particularly nelghbouring and associated

countries.

2. Thus, the Resolution of the Council and of the Ministers for

Education meeting within the Council of 9 February L976 comprising

an action programme in the field of education contains a

section on foreign language teaching. Furthermore, on 29 March 1'982

the representatives of the Member States signed the Agreement

establishing a European Foundation, whilst the culturaL section of

the solemn Declaration on European Union adopted by the

European council on 19 June 1983 in Stuttgart reaffirms the

importance of developing language teaching in the encouragement of

such European co-operation. The European Parliamentts Resolutions

on a community programme in the field of education, on the

teaching of foreign languages in the community and on the

diffusion of Community languages demonstrate the importance

which it attaches to this subject.
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3. Taking account of those s ta t.emcn c~:.;, the communi caU. on from 

the Commission of th(~ European Con,,lL.<:~i t:i.E:·:::; c~ated 2<.) .June 1978 

and the g~neral report of :.r.e Edu ation Commi t.tec;, the substance of 

wr•ich was approved by U<<~ meeting 0f rhe ~.:ounc.~1 di1d Minister's for 

l·:ducat.Lon meeting wi.tt1in thP Coun<>i J on :''/ ,'qnr; J9HO, a.r:d having 

taken note of the arguments put forNard by the Education Committee, 

the Council and Ministers for Education mee~j~~ within the rouncil 

consider it necessary, within the framework and in accordance with 

the methods of their respective education systems, to give a fresh 

impetus to the teaching of foreign languages to pupils, students 

and adults. 

4. While acknowledging that there are major variations in the 

linguistic circumGtances of the Member Stat0s, they consider that 

the ability of pupils to communicate orally and jn writing in 

foreign languages should be improved. Continuity should also 

be maintained in the linguistic t~~~ning of young people. 

One modern language in addition to the mother tongue 

should be studied in depth, and the learning of other 

languages should be encouraged. At least one of the languages 

taught sh:uld be an official languag..; 0. the Eur·op:·an Communi ties. 

-----·- ·-· ---------· .. -----·-··--------------·-·-------·---
5. The Member States agree to promote all appropriate 

measures to enable the maximum number of pupils to acquire, before 

the end of compulsory education, a practical knowJPdge of two 

l anp,uagcs 1 n a deli t;j on to the i r' moUlt~ r tongue, as we] 1 a:; all 

n~t•a:;ures which arc likely to permit the maintenance of levels of 

knciwledqe of foreign languaqes · t· 1 t · - 1n voca 1ona raining, higher 
educAtion and adult education 
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11 4.VI.B4

6. llember States rill make arrengements enabling them to
increase their eo-operation in the training of language

t.eachers.

The learninq of a foreign language for the purpose of easy

communicat ion call s for a practical knowledge on the part oF

teachers of the target language and of the culture it expresses.
Such knowledge should preferably be acquired in one of the
countries in which the language is spoken. In this connection,
t-he Member States will make every endeavour to encourage :

a) the senclrng of language assistants and young studJnts of
Ianguages who have completed or are about to complete thei r
higher education to oLher Member States and the integration of
such assist-ants rn therr own educational systems;

b) additronally, where appropriate, direct co-operation between

establjshments of higher education providrng basic traininq
for Ianguage teaehers, in order to give students a chance to
pursue their studies in the framework of their training for
at least six months in a country where the language they are
proposing to teach is spoken;

i c) in-servrce trarnrng For language teachers, the aim being to
allow Ianquaqe teachels ln jobs Lo refresh periodically
therr knowledge of the I anguage and of the cultural, socj aI
and eeonomic lrfe of the country or countries the language of
which they teach and to gain knowledge of educaLional reforms
and developments in progress in those countries.

I
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-12 4.Vi.84

7 - In order to encouraqe co-operatron between aLL the bodies
engaged rn the promot ion of foreign lanEuage teachrng and

takinq account of the proceedings of tl-re Council of Eurooe, the
Member States will desrqnate one or more:.nformati.on centres
responsible for provrdrng teacheis:, Inspectors, adminrstrators
and those Lrarnrrrq teachel's wrth all available informat-ron on

methods and materral s used and on €r.pcrrments in progress rn

other Hember States.

- 8. Tn order t-o gl ve a real rmpetus i c.l col l aborat- Lsn between

Member States and io rndjvjdual efforts, each Member State
agrees to invrte the competent authorrt res to take measures

allowrng :

( a ) the recognr t ron oI study periods spen t abroaci by prospect:.ve
language teachers;

(tl) the use by prosper:t rve ian<1 rraqe teachers of rrat:onaI
scholarshtps lor peltods rri sruGy rr.r^oad;

(c ) perrods abroad I or language teachers ior retrainrng pLtitoses ;

(d) periods of linguistrc and cur, -. study in cther Hember

Stafes for pupils and younq people.

9. \,Vithin the limits of its financial means the Commission
will encourage consultations on ways of attaining the various
objectives and, more specifically, exchanges of views and of
experience in those sectors where co-operation measures between
several- Member States are being carried out. Obstacles, e.g. of
a lega1 and administrative natrtre, to the steooinq up of
such collaboration should accordingly be eliminated as ?ar as
is possJ-b1e.
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To that end, 1t will organize 

- regular meetings between senior officials, instructors of 

foreign language teachers and experts on methods and practices 

employed in teaching foreign languages ; 

- study visits for inspection and administrative personnel 

responsible for foreign language teaching. 

Using the Council of Europe's discussions as a basis, 

it will carry out studies on specific aspects such as the 

teaching of foreign languages at an early age, the teaching 

of foreign languages for professional purposes, use of modern 

techniques in foreign language teaching and distance teaching 

of foreign languages. 

The Commission will, within the framework - - - --~---- --

of the joint study programmes, Implement direct collaboration 

hPtween establishments of higher education providing basic 

training for fore1gn language teachers, in particular in order 

to organize training periods abroad for their students. 

11. With the EURYDICE central unit, it will provide co-ord1nation 

8nd co-operation between thP foreign language teaching Information 

centres designated by the Member States and will foster contacts 

between the EURYDICE network and the centres. 
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1.4 4.Vr.84

12. Iravel and subsi:;tence expenses foT periods of basic
t.rarnrng and ln-servICe trarning for foreign Ianguage teachers
rn other Hember st.ates are normally borne by the countries
oi orrqrn trf the personl; concerned, except rn t_he case of the
forergn I anguaqe asFjl stants mentroned tn paragraph 5(a). The
commlssion wrll support , wrth.r.n the I rmrts of its budgetary
resources, a number of such courses. Such aid will take into
account partl cularly the least widely spoken Communtiy languages
and also take account of geographicaJ distances and the cost
o f I i v r ng

lr. The Commrss lon wrll pay particular attention to the learning
of forerqn lanquaqes; ir.r rmplementrng the councrl Resolutions
o f 1 I .)ul y l98l concerning vocational training po.L:-cres irr
the Frropean communrtres rn the I9g0s and of 2 June rggs
concernrnq vocat ronal training measures relating to new
rnIclrmatron t echnologres .

l4- Ihe Iri,catrorr commrttee 1s requested to make a report every
three years, with a first progress report in December 1g85,
on the measures taken to encourage foreign language
teaching at Member State and Community 1eve1.
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PILOT SCHEMES RELATING TO THE EDUCATION 

OF MIGRANT WORKERS' CHILDREN 

The Council and the Ministers of Education meeting within the 

Council, 

desirous of achieving in practice, in the framework of freedom 

of movement for workers, access for the children of Community 

4.VI.84 

migrant workers (within the meaning of existing Community regulations) 

to general education, vocational training and apprenticeship 

courses under the same conditions as those granted to nationals, 

which objectives feature in the Treaties of Rome; 

confirming that in accordance with the Resolution of 9 February 1976, 

better facilities for education and vocational training must be 

extended to nationals and the children of nationals of other Community 

Member States and of non-member countries; 

whereas: 

the preportion of migrant workers' children in the school population 

of certain Member States is increasing; 

- the educational failure rate of children of migrant workers, both 

in the host countries and in the countries of origin in the case 

of return, continues generally to be high, with consequences for 

them in unemployment, failure to adjust socially and relegation 

to the fringes of society; 
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- the successful educational W1d sociai integration of these 

children has not yet been satib~·uctorily achieved in all cases, 

despite the efforts made and tbe undeniable progress achieved, 

and in particular the proportim. of foreign children in 

secondary education beyond the mininum school-leaving age 

is often lower than that of indi sc· :;ous children, both in host 

countri-es and the countries of o:~.~igin in ~he c&se of the.ir 

return, 

agree to ~ontinue their efforts to ensure that the educational 

system is a route to integration and thus to social success for all 

children, whether indigenous or migrant workers' children. 

They draw from the comparative assessment of pilot schemes 

since 1976 in the sphere of the education of migrant workers' 

children conclusions addressed to the Member States (initiators 

and supervisors of the pilot .... cY:,_:.;ic.:... ~:. ··~d to the Comm:Lssior. 

(responsible for administering the exct1<:::~~·.ges accompanying the 

common p:r-ogramme 0f schemes and the cor:li.i~.tr:lti ve assessmen ,_) 

Those conclusions constitute guide 1 ~ "' • ;, , wluch the Member ~' t.~, tc:> 

and the Commission can apply, bee::· ~.t; in mind particular national 

educational systems and particular patterns of settlement of 

migrant workers and their families in each Member State. 

The conclusions adopted are as follows: 

1. Concerning reception 

1.1. In the field of pre-school education, regular attendance at 

nursery schools by migrant workers' children is highly 

beneficial. 
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- 1.7 4.VI.84

1.2. Reception tuition is t:souriLr-or for the integration and
success of these children. It should seek to meet oupilsr
individual requirements and be adapted both to
the characteristics of the educational and social_
environment and to the conditions of dispersion or
concentration in particurar areas prevailing among the
migrant workers. Reception tuition forms part of the
entitl-ement to education and vocationar training, whether
it is a case of the initial reception of children entering
the country with their parents, or of supporting activities
or of teaching adjustments which may be required for
second-generation chi 1dren.

1.3. Special attention needs to be paid to problems involving
the meeting of different cul-tures and their inter-rel-ationships,
as well as to the education problems caused by the simultaneous
or consecutive learning of host language and language of origin.

2. Concerning the l_anguages and cultures of origin

2.7. The presence of languages and curtures of origin in nursery
school-s can contribute to the formation of a child's
personality and provide a solld foundation for future
development. It can also stimulate a mutual- understanding of
the different cultures.

2.2. Teaching the ranguages and cultures of origin to primary
school children contributes signlficantly to the formation
of a balanced personality in the child, enrlches the acquisition
of knowledge and assists the development of skills.
The methods, the contents and the importance attached to this
should be co-ordinated with other teaching activities, since
otherwise much of its educational effectiveness will be 1ost.
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2.3. The development of the cuLtures of migrants in the host
environment (second and third generations in the host
country) is a phenomenon whlch education systems cannot ignore;
the Member States should seek to establish or strengthen
links between the education system and migrant communitles.

2.4. At the leve1 of secondary education, it is highly
desirable, where pupil numbers and other factors justify
it that national languages of the main countries of origin
should be put on comparable footing with the other foreign
languages taught, both because of their intrinsic cultural
value and because of the possibilities they provide for
development in, cuttural and economic rel-ations with the
countries of origin.

). Concernrnq intercultural tuition

3.r. The rntercultural prospects as outlined in the commission
report represent a factor for mutual enrichment and individual and
social deveJ.opnr ent, to the benef it of both foreign and indigenous
chrldren.

3.2. The rntercultural dimension should find expression in the whole
of the teaehinq djsciplines. This approach, generating respect
for others and the acceptance of their way of rife shourd
p_rogressivelv be introduced in the different Member States,
the Community itself heing a meeting-place of cultures.

4 . J_!_1cg11_f_lg-!eachr nq mat r:r ra Is

4.r. specral emphasis should be placed, at. all leveLs of education,
on devising and developLng methods and means oF instruction
whrch meet the objectives both of reception tuit-ion
(particu.larly supporL ing activities and teaching the language
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19 4.Vr.84

of the host environment as a Ianguage which is partly
or completely foreign), of teaching of the Ianguage and

r:ul_ture of origin in a foreign environment and of inter-
cultural education.

4.2. tdith the aim of achieving broader understanding among young

pe()ple (both i.ndigenous pupils and children of migrant

workers) oF the cultural values and positions represented

in the communtiy, it is desirable that thought be given

to the cultural content of all teaching activity and

materiaLs.

5 . Conce rn ing t"""1-,r.--l-!ri.. n9

5. I. A1 t future teachers, as well as present ones uvhere this is
rrecessary' should have the opportunity to :

- obtain information on the relationship

between immigration, social and educational structures and

educational methods ;

- familiarrze themselves with the educational needs of the chil-dren

of migrant workers and the methods used for meeting thenn'

5.2. Srnce t-he schemes have taken place only in the host countries,

rt would appear necessary to ext-end them to the countries of

oriqrn ; ttrey could deal more particularly wrth the training

of teachers aiming to teach the Ianguage and cult-ure of

origin in the host countries and with reintegrating

rnto the nat ional education system the children of miqrant workers

who have returned to t.heir home countries. Attention should also

be paid to the recognitr on of drplomas and professional
qualifications acqui.red in secondary education in the host

country, as well as the knowledge of the language of the latter

country.
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6. Concerning the launchinq of new pilot schemes 

6.1. Where desirable and possible, appropriate measures should be 

envisaiQed for children having to return to their 6ountries of 
origin. In such cases, this problem will be tackled in the host 

country and in the country of origin by launching pilot schemes 

with the assistance of the Commission. 

6.2. In Member States experiencing a large-scale return of emigrants, 

pilot schemes should help to work out measures for reintegration 

into the national education system. 

7. The Council and the Ministers for Education meeting within the 

Council invite : 

- the Member States in their future action to draw on the 

conclusions derived from the comparative assessment of the 

pilot schemes and in that w<<y t<J ,_ !p develop and strengthen 

an education policy in favour of migrant workers' children ; 

- the Commission to continue and expand within the limits of its 

financial means the pilot sci:em.c.s programme in the light of 

the guidelines laid down above, using the Community's 

existing instruments, including in particular the European 
- --

Social Fund. 
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THE INTEGRATION OF HANDICAPPED CHILDRE TO ORDINARY SCHOOLS

The Resolution of the council and of the Ministers of Education

meeting within the Council of 9 February 1976 contains a chapter

(points 20 to 22) on the achievement of equal opportunities for free

access to all forms of education'

The Resolution of the councit and of the Ministers of Education

meeting within the council of 13 December 1976 provides, in

paragraph III(1)(c), for the implementation of pilot projects and

studies to assist in the evaruation and deveropment of national

policies in respect, inter alia, of adequate measures for target

groups with special problems, such as the young physically and

mentally handicapped. A second programme of pilot proiects was

launched pursuant to the Resolution of 12 July 1982 ' Finally' in

its Resolution of 2L December 1981 concerning the social

integration of handicapped persons, the Council and the representatives

of the Governments of the Member States meeting within the council-

explicitly proposed the integration of handicapped children in

ordinary schoofs.
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The Council and the Mjnisters for Education meeting within the
Council do indeeci consider that the needs of handicapped pupils, who

represent a significant proportion of the school- poplllation, should
receive special attention. 1n tlri-s rel4ard, whiie acknowledging the
important role which speciaiized educirtion i:.ir,s played in the past and

continues to play in some couni;.ies, t:-,ey express their agreement on the

following conclusions with a view to:

- continuing to promote and ensure the maximum possib.e integration of
handicapped chiLdren into ordinary schools;

improving the reciprocal prcvision of information and exchange of
ideas on action undertaken by the Member States in this area;

furthering the integration of handicapped children into ordinary
schools within the framework of the various ineasures undertaken by
the European Community in the fieid of education.

A. Within the framework of their re:,;r)(.(--ti-ve educational systems,
the Member states agree to promote the folLowing measures:

1. to ensure that common school
to handicapped children with

prLr..ro,,o ano transilort, are accessibie
limited mobillty;

2. to staff and equip educational estabrishments which admit
handicapped children in such a v/ay as to facilitate their
integration;

3. to make sure that the basic and further training of ordinary and
specialized teaching staff provides them with adequate preparation
to enable them to overcome the difficurties of integrating
handicapped children into the school system;
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4. to develop and apply appropriate syllabuses and teaching methods 

permitting better integratton of ha.ndica-rpe'd children and young 

peonle i.n anrl out of school; 

5. to make the family, school and social milieux aware of these 

questions and associate them with them. 

B. With a view to supporting the actions of the Member States and 

within the limits of its financial means, the Commission is charged 

with: 

.-;·-:-. 

1. taking into account the integration of hand1capped children 

into ordinary schools in the following Community measures : 

(a) the pilot projects of the programme launched to promote 

the social integration of handicapped people 

(b) the pilot projects which form part of the second programme 

for the transition from school to working life ; 

(c) the programme of short study visits for administrators, 

including inspectors, heads of education establishments 

and special-education teachers insofar as they play a role 

in increasing experience. 

2. taking into account the specific problems of the handicapped in 

the projects implemented within the framework of the Resolution 

of 19 September 1983 on measures relating to the introduction of 

new information technology in education particularly as regards: 
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- computer-asslsted srpecial trarnrnq'

4.V7.84

- the use of data

transmissron and

[,rocos;sinq and t-e]emilt I cs

circulation ci doc''tment's

t he rePr-oduct ton,
brai-lJ.e,

ln

in

the develoPment of

and the deveLoPment-

compensat ion sysr"i'rl s itl' t'he handrcapped

of, communrcatron aids fc-rr t-he deaf;

t. mak ing provisron f or the meeting of a v/orking party cornposed of

experts and those resnonsible a.t na-tiona-} levet for the schools

integration oolicy, to enable continuing cliscusslons and regular

exchanges to take piace on the nrajn r:,rob]ems involved in the

integrationofhandicappedchildrenintoordinarySchools.

The main sub.i ects f or disctrssion shotllo be:

(o ) t.he progress
educational
fai; i I r i i,t. t nq

of nattonal pollcle:; and measures taken in the

fieldandvocatloitl'l'r"-r'rt-t-rc-,withaviewto
i.lr,. t;{-)c1ltl irteqratton r.:f }ho hendicapped :

(b ) the relal-ionshrP between the

systems and t-he develoPment

devel oDr,r'ot r.i F educatronal
oi' Lrre ,,gnds of Ll.ie irt:ndicapPed

(. ) educational methods and teachinq materials ;

(d) basic and further trainrng of teachers i

(") advrsory and guidance systems I

(f) participation rn clecision-making by young handicapped persons

and their Parents;

(q) cooperation with health and socr-al auLhorrties'
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There should be close co-operation between the working

party of national experts and the I iaison group on the

Community Programme for handicapped peoplel

4. making provision for information seminars for administrators,
researchers and teachers on the problems raised by the

implementation of experiments in integration into ordinary

schools and by the development of specialized education

structures.

The Education committee is asked to report to the council-

and the Ministers of Education meeting within the Council by the

end of 1985 on progress in the implementation of the policy for
the integration of handicapped children into ordinary schools.

4.YT.84
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ON MEASURES TO COMBAi iLI-ITIRACY

Illtteracy has become a problern of'qreater or lesser

proportrons in al-1 the Member States. inirial or baslc illiteracy

remalns a preoccupation, but In additron Iec.ir'fBi]t or functional

illiteracy has developed, arislng to a certarn extent from a

declrne in the traditional practice of reaclLnq and berng

exacerbated by the ]mpoltance of new forms of, t'lritten lnformation

in modern life. It concerns certaln qroups of the population

u,lho are confrontecl with partlcular circumstarrces' making it very

drfficult for them to integrate into worklng life and into

society in general. This social factor ts the result of a

combination of economlC, educatronal and social phenomena and

therefore involves all aut.hcrrtles i.n the Member States of the

Community. However, education atrL,,(.rl'tt,-.: lI8 partlcularly
j.nvolverJ in preventinq j I L j teracv and t)cnr'trct- j ng the campalgn

against rt, through educatiorl and further trainlng'

The Council and the Minrsters of Educat ton meetlnq ulrt-hi n

the Council,

bearinq in mind their Resolution of 9 February 1975 comprising

an action programme in the field of education, and in particular
the part concerning the achlevement of equality of oPportunity with
a view to free access to all forms o F educatron ;
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bearing in mind the importance which the European Parliament, the

Economic and Social Committee and both sides of industry rightly
attach to this phenomenon of illiteracy;

with a view to giving people affected by this phenomenon a better
grasp of techniques relatlng to personal and social life, and in
order to prepare them better for the world of work,

consider that illiteracy should be given special attention by the
Member States and the Community, so that the whole population may

gain a better mastery of the basic instruments of reading and

writing. They point out that wrlting in all its forms, including
the most recent, is and will remain an essential means of communication,
providing access to information and participation in the world of
work.

They therefore agree to the following conclusions.

A. The competent authorities should take such further measures

as are necessary within their resDective education systems to
ensure that the problems of illiteracy are given full attention
in aII educational and training prograJnmes, including:

1. adapting teaching so that the individual difficultles of the
most disadvantaged pupils can be taken into account and

overcome;
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2. reviewi-ng and deveioping as necessary aims and objectives for
language competencies ( readir-,g, v;riting and communication skitls )

in primary schools;

3. trying to develop educational anci rea.ding practices designed to
prevent the Loss of skills waich have L',een acquired by, f'or
example, making available to young peopre resources such as fixed
and mobile lending libraries;

4. reviewing the initial and in-service lraining of teachers to
prepare them for teaching a wide range of pupils, with diverse
abilities and sociaL, ethnic and cultural backgrounds;

5. promoting adult Iiteracy campaigns (where this sector is a

responsibility of the national ministry of education) and in any
case, following these campaigns close1y, with a view to making
a better analysis of the origlns of illiteracy and thus
being better placed to lat\,.e ll1^e';: - ' -1 fleasures;

6. deve roping distancc iearning actrvrLies , ;Lzt.licularly through
collaboration with television networks ivherevel- feasrbie.

B. With a view to supporting the measures taken by the Member States,
and within the limits of j.ts financial means, the Commission is
charged with:

(a) organizing exchanges of information among national experts
on:

the causes and the scope of the phenomenon;

the resul-ts of experiments in the national educational
systems;
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themeasuresneededinprimaryschoolstoimprovethe
development of competence in aII Ianquage modes;

other Practices for combating illiteracy;

tal{ing account, in tne appiication of the reso}ution of

gFebruarylgT6comprisinganactionprogrammeinthefield
of education, of the phenomeno n of il'literacy, within existing

and future community educational proiects, particularly:

the int roduct
educat ion
the proqramme

transition to
of pilot Projects
adult and working

i on o f nerru inf ormation technologies in

to facilitate Young PeoPle's
1ife.

The Council and

Counci I ask the

measures on voca

the EuroPean Soc

requirements of

the Ministers of
authorities invo

tional traininq
ial Fund to take
peoprie affected

Education meetinq withrn the

lved in imPlementing CommunitY

and emPloYment based on use of

account of the oarticular
by iIliteracY.

t. They ask the Education Committee to issue a

by the end of I9B5 on the implementation of

policy to combat illrteracy 1n the European

progress report
the
CommunitY.

THESE CONCLUSIONS WILL BE SENT

AND TO THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL

TO TI{E EUROPEAN PARLIAIUENT

COMMITTEE.
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The Council and the Ministers for Education meeting within the
Council took note of a communicaticn from the French delegation on

heightening young peoplers awareness of Europe ( scheme undertaken by

the French Ministry of Education) " They lnstructed the Education
Committee, in close collabora.tion with the Commission anC bearing in
mind the experience of the Courtc:l- of -iurope; to draw up a list of
the initiatives taken in the various Member i- ia"tes in this area, with
an eye to possible joint initiatives.

They also took note of a second communication from the French
delegation concerning the outcome of the colloquium held on

9 to 11 May on cultural and artistic education at school.
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Bruxelles, Ie )0 mai 1984

NOTE BIO (E/t) ZOT AUX BUREAUX NATIOMUX

c.c. BUX membres du groupe du porte parole

OBJET : REUNION DES MINISTRES DE L 'EDI'CATION LE 4 JUIN

6. La lutte

AI{ ITIES
M. SANTAREL

Iphabetisme.

$)

(c. Robinson)

Les ministres de ItEdUcetion des Dix se reuniront a

Luxembourg, lrndi prochain a partir de I0 h f0, sous Ia
l"""ia"n"i'Ou ministre francais de Iteducation, M. Alain
'S"roy. M. Ivor Richard, eommissaire responsable de ee sectaur,
y representera la Commission.

Les ministres se congacreront essantiallement a des

discugsions en vue de conelusions commufies, plutot qutg
i;adoption draetes legislatifs. Neanmoins, vu lrinteret des

point! a debattre at Ia perspectivs Pour-plusieurs drentre eux

be eonclusions comnunas qui peuvent servir drimpulsion et meme

o" caor" aux politiquas nationales, eet eehange de vtps devrait
etre a Ia foib utile et oparationnel. Les points principatx sont
au nombre de six !

l. debat sur leE consequences pour lrenseignement dans Ia
Communaute das evolutions danographiques et des nouvalles
conditionE economigues. ce debat sera basa sur une note

introductive preparee par Ia presidenca francaise. cette
note fait etat, entre autre, du vieillissement du corps
ensaignant, de }a baisse da natalite et des contraintes
budgetairas.

2, La commutication de la Commission du mois de janviar sur
Ie changement tachnologique et les.mutations socialas

(COMtg4)Z), memoranOtm pofitique qui a deja recu un.tres
i""g" "r"f'le I0 mai dernier par le cornite permanent de

tteilploi. La reunion de lundi se eonsaerera surtout a Ia
partie education et formation da ee docunent. Je vous

rappellequeM.Richardarecemmentevoquelapenurie
dont souffre Ia Communaute en matiere de main-droeuvre
qualifiee, notamment IeE technieienE et chercheurs
specialises.

1 at 4. Les ministres devraient aussi arriver a des

concltrsions eommunea sur Irenseignement des langues
etrangeres ainsi qua sur Itintegration scolaire des

handiiapes, et ceci grace a un deblocage au sein du

Conseil.

5. Les experiences-pilotes relatives a Ireducetion dee

anfants des traveilleurs migrants.

contre lr
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REUNION DEs I.IINISTRES DE L'EDUCATION

LES }TINISTRES DE L'EDUCATION, DONT LA REUNION A CO}ITIENCE A T0.45
CE }IATIN, ONT CONSACRE TOUTE LA I{ATINEE
A UN DEBAT SUR L'ENSEIENETIENT FACE AUX EVOLUTIONS DEI,IOERAPHIOUES
ET AUX NoUVELLES CoNDITIoNS ECoNoHI0UE5 ET SoCIALES, CE DEBAT
ETANT BASE SUR UN I,IEI{ORANDUI,I DE LA PRESIDENCE FRANCAISE.
PouR LA Co}|HISI5oN, ll. MR RICHARD A S0ULI6NE oUE, DANS LES CIR-
coNSTANCES DEt{0GRApHI0UE5 ET ECONol.tI0UE5 ACTUELLES, .,}JE 

ARE
TALKIN6 ABOUT THE RE-EI'IERGENCE OF EDUCATION AND TRAININ6 POLICY
AS A KEY FACTOR IN THE OVERALL STRATEBY FOR SOCIAL AND ECONO}IIC
DEVEL0pHENT,,. CE DISANT, LE CoHHISSAIRE REFLETAIT LES p0INTS
COl.ll'IUNS DE LA DISCUSSI0N, A SAVOIR: LE LIEU DE PLUS EN PLUS
ETROIT ENTRE L,ENSEIENEI'IENT ET LE }iONDE DU TRAVAIL: ET
NECESSITE OU'IL Y A POUR LA IIAJORITE DES ETATS HEHBRES DE
HAINTENIR LE NIVEAU DE L'INVESTISSEI{ENT DANS LE SYSTE}IE EDUCATIF
EN DEPIT DE LA REDUCTION II.IPORTANTE DES ELEVES, ET EN UTILISANT
CET I NVEST I S5E}IENT POUR ACCROI TRE LA OUAL I TE DE L' ENSE IENEI.IENT.
NOTONS OUE LEs DEUX TENDANCES },IAJEURES SUR LES OUELLES LEs DIX
5E SONT PENCHES ETAIENT L'EXCEDENT CROISSANT DEs ENSEI6NANTS,
ET LA CHUTE AUSSI SI6NIFICATIVE DEs ELEVES. SELON LES SOURCES
COTI].IUNAUTAIRES, D' ICI L'AN 2OOIT IL Y AURA UNE BAISSE DU NO}IBRE
DES ECoLIERS DE itoINS DE 15 ANS DE 12' 8 O/O ET DES ECoLIERS
DE 15 A 19 ANs DE t5 0/O.

A SUIVRE
AT{ITIE5
J. ROBINSON
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NOTE B I O 2OI (84) SUITE ZET FINAUXBUREAUXNATIONAUX
C.C.AUX }TEI.IBRES DU EROUPE DU PORTE-PAROLE

CONSEIL EDUCATION

LES TIINISTRES DE L'EDUCATION ONT TER}IINE LEURS TRAVAUX A I7I{15
A[uouno'HUI. LEs DEBATS DE cET APREs-ttIDI oNT ABoUTI A DEs

coNcLUsIQNS COlll.lUNES SUR LE$ POINTS DISCUTES, A SAVOIR:

1} LA COI'II,IUNICATION DE LA COI'II'IISSION ,. CHAN6EHENT TECHNOL06IOUE
ET },IUTATIONS SOCIALES,, (PARTIE CONCERNANT " L'EDUCATION
ET LA FORI{ATION' ') : (CO}'l 81/61 z

?, L'ENSEI6NEI.IENT DES LAN6UES ETRANGERES DANS LA CO}ITIUNAUTE

EUROPEENNE:
3) LEs EXPERIENCES PITOLES RELATIVES A L'EDUCATION DES ENFANTS

DE TRAVAILLEURS l.II6RANT5:
1I L'INTEGRATION SCOLAIRE DES HANDICAPES:
5 ) LA LUTTE CONTRE L' ANALPHABET IsTIE.

ENSUITE, LEs TIINISTRES ONT ENTENDU DEUX COHHUNICATIONS ORALES

DE LA PART DE LA PRESIDENCE FRANCAISE CONCERNANT:

I) LA SENSIBILISATION DES JEUNES A L'EUROPE (ACTION ENTREPRISE
PAR LE }tINISTRE FRANCAIS DE L'EDUCATION NATIONALE}:

2I LES RESULTATS DU COLLOOUE DU 9-I 1 TIAI sUR L'EDUCATION
CULTURELLE ET ARTISTIOUE A L'ECOLE.

AHITIES,

J.ROBIN5ON
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