PRESS RELEASE

GENERAL SECRETARIAT

8373/83 (Presse 156)

872nd meeting of the Council
- Agriculture -
Brussels, 26 and 27 September 1983

President: Mr Constantinos SIMITIS

Minister for Agriculture
of the Hellenic Republic

Presse 156 - G I AR


jjm132
Text Box

jjm132
Text Box




mam473
Text Box


-2 - 26/27.1X.83

The Governments of the Member States and the Commission of the

European Communities were represented as folliows:

Belgium: Denmark::
Mr Paul de KEERSMAEKER Mr Niels Anker KOFOED
State Secretary for Minister for Agriculture

European Affairs and Agriculture

Germany: Greece:

Mr Ignaz KIECHLE
Federal Minister for Food,
Agriculture and Forestry

Mr Constantinos SIMITIS
Minister for Agriculture

Mr Panayiotis KATSAROS
State Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture

Mr Hans-Jiirgen ROHR

State Secretary

Federal Ministry for Food,
Agriculture and Forestry

France: Ireland:

Mr Michel ROCARD Mr Austin DEASY

Minister for Agriculture Minister for Agriculture
italy: Luxembourg:

Mr Filippo Maria PANDOLFI Mr Jean RIES, Director,
Minister for Agriculture Ministry for Agriculture,

Viticulture, Water Control
and Forests

Netherlands: United Kingdom:

Mr G. BRAKS Mr Michael JOPLING

Minister for Agriculture and Minister for Agriculture,

Fisheries Fisheries and Food
Commission:

Mr Poul DALSAGER )
Member

9373 e/83 (Presse 156) che/DJM/ae ceol


jjm132
Text Box


- 3 - 26/27.1X.83

ADJUSTMENT OF THE "ACQUIS COMMUNAUTAIRE" IN THE CASE OF MEDITERRANEAN
PRODUCTS

Continuing its discussions on the adjustment of the '"acquis
communautaire" in the case of Mediterranean products, the Council
examined in detail a compromise proposal from the Presidency on the
major problems still facing the fruit and vegetables sector and the

olive o0il sector.

In conclusion the Council, having noted that major progress had
been achieved and considering that the compromise proposal from the
Presidency constituted a sound basis for discussion, agreed to
resume examination of the whole question at its next meeting on
17 and 18 October in the light of its latest talks. The Presidency
would endeavour to identify certain additional factors likely to

enable an overall solution to be reached as soon as possible.

ARRANGEMENTS FOR DRIED GRAPES AND DRIED FIGS FOR THE 1983/1984
MARKETING YEAR

The Council resumed its examination of the general rules
governing production aid arrangements for dried grapes and dried figs
for the 1983/1984 marketing year.

At the close of its discussions, which were devoted chiefly to
ar. examination of various solutions likely to enable transitional
measures to be adopted pending final arrangements, the Council
agreed, in the absence of an agreement at this stage of the discussions,

to resume examination of the whole issue at its next meeting.
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AMENDMENT OF THE COMMUNITY LIST OF LESS-FAVOURED FARMING AREAS

The Council examined three proposals for Directives concerning
amendments to the Community list of 1less-favoured farming areas
within the meaning of Directive 75/268/EEC for Italy, the
United Kingdom and the Netherlands.

Following its discussions, the Council instructed the
Special Committee for Agriculture to expedite the technical
examination of these proposals and report back at the next

Council meeting, so that a decision could be taken.

JOINT RESEARCH PROGRAMMES AND PROGRAMMES FOR CO-ORDINATING
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH

The Council resumed examination of the proposal for a Decision
advocating the implementation at Community level of a series of
co-ordinated activities and joint projects on agricultural research
to be carried out over the period from 1 January 1984 to
31 December 1988.

At the close of its discussions the Council noted that there
were still some differences of opinion on the amount to be
earmarked for this five-year programme and agreed to resume

examination of the issue at one of its forthcoming meetings.
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STRUCTURES - IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COUNCIL DECISIONS OF 16 AND
17 MAY 1983

In accordance with the decisions taken at its meeting on
16 and 17 May 1983 concerning the fixing of agricultural prices
for the 1983/1984 marketing year, and without prejudice to the
Opinion of the European Parliament, the Council took a favourable

line on four proposals for Regulations:

on the development of agricultural advisory services in Greece;

= amending Regulation (EEC) No 1054/81 establishing a common
measure for the development of beef cattle production in Ireland

and Northern Ireland;

= introducing a common measure for the acceleration of collective

irrigation works in Greece;

= establishing a special emergency measure to assist stock

farming in Italy,

provided that the Regulations were all formally adopted at the
same time, as soon as the Opinion of the European Parliament had
been received and after finalization of the texts in the official

languages of the Communities.
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MISCELLANEOUS DECISIONS

The Council adopted, in the official languages of the
Communities,

- the Decision amending Decision 78/476/EEC on the equivalence of
checks on practices for the maintenance of varieties carried
out in third countries
- the Regulations
= derogating from the application of certain provisions relating
to the adjustment of free-at-frontier values of certain cheeses;

= opening a Community tariff quota for high quality, fresh,
chilled or frozen beef and veal falling within
subheadings 02.01 A II a) and 02.01 A II b) of the
Common Customs Tariff;

= opening a Community tariff quota for frozen buffalo meat
falling within subheading 02.01 A II b) 4 bb) 33 of the
Common Customs Tariff.

The Council adopted in the official languages of the
Communities the Regulation extending the arrangements applicable
to trade between Greece and the African, Caribbean and Pacific
States.

Moreover, the Representatives of the Governments of the Member
States of the European Coal and Steel Community, meeting within
the Council, adopted in the official langauges of the Communities
the Decision extending the period of validity of the provisional
arrangements applicable to trade between Greece and the African,
Caribbean and Pacific States for products covered by that Community.
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The Council adopted the Regulation on arrangements permitting
goods to be processed under customs control before being put into
free circulation. These arrangements complete the package of
Community customs regulations of an economic nature. They make it
possible to process in the Community, under customs control, goods
from third countries and to pay customs duties not on those goods
but on the products resulting from the processing. These
arrangements are therefore economically beneficial when the amount
of customs duties on a processed product is less than that on the
goods from third countries. The aim is to attract to the
Community a number of economic activities which, under a strict
application of the Common Customs Tariff, might be forced out of

the Community and into third countries.

Commodities

The Council adopted in the official languages of the Communities
the Decision concerning the notification of the provisional
application by the European Economic Community and its Member States,
as importing members, of the International Coffee Agreement 1983,

as soon as it enters into force.

Relations with_ the Mediterranean countries

The Council recorded its agreement to the draft Decisions of
the EEC-Cyprus and EEC-Malta Association Councils and to the
draft Decision of the EEC-Israel Co-operation Council again
amending Articles 6 and 17 of the Protocol concerning the definition
of the concept of '"originating products" and methods of

administrative co-operation.
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Budget questions

The Council drew up a letter of amendment to draft supplementary
and amending budget No 2 for 1983 (final figures corresponding to the
exchange rates at 1 August 1983 and covering the VAT balances for
1982 and the corrections to the balances for 1979, 1980 and 1981) and
agreed to forward this letter of amendment to the European Parliament

in accordance with the provisions of the Financial Regulation.

Environment

The Council adopted in the official languages of the Communities
the Directive on 1limit values and quality objectives for cadmium
discharges (see Press Release 7626/83 (Presse 107) of 16/17.6.1983,
p. 4).

ECSC

The Council was consulted pursuant to Article 50(2) of the
ECSC Treaty concerning a Commission draft general ECSC Decision
amending Decision No 2-52 of 23 December 1952 determining the mode of
assessment and collection of the levies referred to in Articles 49 and
50 of the ECSC Treaty.
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Appointments

The Council, at the proposal of the United Kingdom Government,
appointed Mr W.G. ASHLEY, Social Affairs Directorate, Confederation
of British Industry, as a member and Miss J.L. KINCEY, Social Affairs
Directorate, Confederation of British Industry, as an alternate
member of the Advisory Committee on Social Security of Migrant
Workers, to replace Mr H.M.L. MORTON, member who has resigned, and
Mrs J.R. HARRISON, alternate member who has resigned for the remainder
of their terms of office, i.e. until 20 September 1984.

The Council also, at the proposal of the Netherlands Government,
appointed Dr J.M. BRONNEMAN, Ministerie van Financién, as a member of
the European Social Fund Committee, to replace Mr P. HOOGLAND, member
who has resigned, for the remainder of the latter's term of office,
i.e. until 23 May 1985,

Finally, the Council, at the proposal of the German Government,
appointed Herr Ministerialdirigent Dr Alfred HARDENACKE,
Unterabteilungsleiter im Bundesministerium fiir Bildung und Wissenschaft,
as a member of the Management Board of the European Centre for the
Development of Vocational Training to replace Mr H. LEMKE, member who
has resigned, for the remainder of the latter's term of office, i.e.
until 19 April 1985.
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Bruxelles, le 23 septembre 1983

Note BIO (83) 384 aux Bureaux Nationaux
c.c. aux membres du Groupe du Porte-Parole

PREPARATION CONSEIL AGRICOLE (26/27 septembre 1983)

(M. VASEY)

Le Conseil Agricole, qui se reunira les 26 et 27 septembre,
ne discutera pas le volet agricole des propositions de la
Commission pour la relance de la Communaute (COM(83)500 du 28
juillet), qui est du ressort du Conseil special. Le principal
point a 1l'ordre du jour concerne 1'amenagement de 1'acquis
communautaire pour les produits mediterraneens, et plus
particulierement les fruits et legumes, qui constitue le
prealable a la realisation des nouveaux progres dans les nego-
ciations d'adhesion avec les pays candidats dans le domaine

gricole.

Le Conseil traitera en outre les points suivants :

- prorogation du regime des raisins secs et des figues
seches pour la campagne 1983/84 (suite a 1'absence
d'accord au Conseil de juillet,la Commission a proroge
ie regime existant a titre conservatoire jusqu'a la fin
septembre) ;

- mise en oeuvre des mesures structurelles en faveur de la
Grece decidees dans le cadre du paquet prix 1983/84
(vulgarisation agricole, irrigation);

- extension des zones agricoles defavorisees en Italie,
au Royaume-Uni et aux Pays-Bas (premier examen des
propositions de la Commission);

- programme commun de recherche agricole 1979-1983
(voir COM(83)471).

Amities, /
M. SANTARELLI,’comgur 11h15 ////

! /






Bruxelles, le 26 septembre 1983.
Note BIO (83) 384 suite 1 aux Bureaux Nationaux
cc. aux membres du Groupe du Porte-Parole

Apres un tour de table sur la modification de 1'Acquis
~ommunautaire et plus particulierement sur le regime des fruits
et legumes, la presidence grecque a annonce son intention de
deposer une proposition de compromis qui sera discutee mardi
matin.

LLa discussion a confirme la volonte de la'delegation
francaise d'aboutir des maintenant a un accord sur la
modification du regime des fruits et legumes qui devrait etre
appliquee aussi rapidement que possible.

Pour la delegation italienne le souci principal parait etre
d'assurer,que tout accord sur la modification de 1'Acquis
communautaire, en ce qui concerne les fruits et legumes et
1'huile d'olive ne peut etre remis en cause par la suite,
par exemple dans le cadre des suites du Conseil europeen de
Stuttgart; alors que les delegations allemande et britannique
estiment que tout progres relatif a 1'Acquis communautaire ne
puisse pas prejuger les negociations dans le cadre du mandat de
Stuttgart, par exemple en ce qui concerne l'application
eventuelle des seuils de garantie.

Pour la Commission, il est politiquement indispensable de
faire de nouveaux progres sur ce dossier, afin de ne pas
retarder davantage les negociations avec l'Egpagne et le
Portugal. /

Amities 1
M. SANTARELLI COMEUR 18h.40//// / ;"

/'
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Bruxelles, le 27 septembre 1983
Note BIO(83)384 (suite 2) aux Bureaux Nationaux
c.c. aux membres du groupe du Porte-Parole

Le Conseil a repris, mardi matin, 1l'examen du dossier acquis
communautaire sur la base d'un compromis de la Presidence.

En ce qui concerne les autres points a l'ordre du jour, le
Conseil a marque son accord lundi soir sur les reglements
suivants et qui visent la mise em oeuvre des decisions prises
par le Conseil le 17 mai lors de la fixation des prix pour la
.ampagne 1983/84, a savoir :

- le developpement de la vulgarisation agricole de la Grece (4
MECU);

- L'acceleration des operations collectives d'irrigation en
Grece (8 MECU);

- Le developpement de la production de bovins a viande en
Irlande et en Irlande du Nord (10 MECU);

- Une action exceptionnelle d'urgence en faveur de l'elevage en
Italie - bonification des credits de gestion (60 MECU).

Par contre, la Commission ne s'est pas prononcee sur les
propositions de la Commission tendant a etendre la liste des
zones agricoles defavorisees au Royaume-Uni, en Italie, et aux
Pays-Bas. Plusieurs delegations ont exprime des reticences a
wecider une telle extension a la veille du reexamen de la
politique des structures agricoles (dans son ensemble les
propositions de la Commission sont annoncees pour cette semaine)
et sans un examen approfondi des implications financieres dans
un contexte global. Le Conseil a convenu de revenir sur ce
dossier a une prochaine reunion apres un examen plus detaille
des aspects techniques. A

Enfin, le Conseil n'est pas parvenu a un accord sur le
nouveau programme quinquennal de recherche dans le domaine
agricole; la Commission a propose une dotation de 65 MECU, qui
«st acceptee par 7 delegations. Les delegations alllemande et
britannique ne veulent pas aller au-dela de 25,5 MECU,
correspondant a la dotation du programme en cours, actualise
pour tenir compte de 1'inflation.

A suivre N

Amities /

M. SANTARELLI - COMBUR/////
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Bruxelles, le 27 septembre 1983
Note BIO(E3)384 (suite 3 et fin) aux Bureaux Nationaux
c.c. aux rembres du groupe du Porte-Parole

Malgre les reserves souvent contradictoires exprimees par
les differentes delegations, la Presidence grecque maintient sur
la table sa proposition de compromis concernant 1'amenagement de
1'acquis communautaire. Elle a annonce son intention
d'entreprendre des contacts bilateraux en vue de preparer la
prochaine session-du Conseil. Ainsi que M. Dalsager 1'a dit, la
presente session n'a pas apporte un rapprochement significatif
des positions.

Les deux volets du dossier ne sont pas strictement
comparables, puisque le regime fruits et legumes fait 1'objet de
propositions de modifications precises, alors que dans le cas de
l'huile d'olive, il s'agit d'orientations tres generales pour
+'avenir. En ce qui concerne les fruits et legumes, la France
demande avec insistance une decision et une mise en oeuvre
1apide, en dehors des negociations sur la PAC dans la cadre du
Conseil special. Elle est egalement demanderesse sur le fond
puisqu'il y a toujours une forte opposition aux propositions de
la Commission, meme telles qu'amendees par la Presidence sur
plusieurs points importants. C'est le cas notamment de la
welegation italienne qui attache plus d'importance au dossier
huile d'olive.

En ce qui concerne le volet interne, plusieurs delegations
(RFA, RU, IT, PB, B, D) insistent sur des criteres de
representativite tres stricts pour les organisations de
producteurs en cas d'extension des disciplines (2/3 des
producteurs et de la production) que selon les francais et les
grecs rendraient le systeme inoperant, du moins dans une
premiere phase. Ces memes delegations sont egalement plus ou
moins reticentes a 1'egard des propositions de compromis
concernant 1'extension du regime d'intervention en cas de crise
grave alors que la delegation francaise voudrait les renforcer.

En ce qui concerne le renforcement du regime exterieur,
1'Italie est egalement demanderesse avec les delegations
.rancaise et grecque, mais la plupart des autres delegations
estiment que la proposition de compromis de la presidence va
_wrop loin dans le sens souhaite par les producteurs. 11 s'agit

notamment du caractere automatique de 1'adaptation des prix de
reference, du non-plafonnement du rattrapage des prix de
reference pour les agrumes et de 1l'extension eventuelle du
regime des prix de reference aux produits consolides dans le
GATT.

En ce qui concerne le dossier huile d'olive, plusieurs
delegations (RFA, RU, PB, B, D) ont exprime une nette preference
pour le projet de conclusion redige par le groupe des directeurs
generaux. Les reserves les plus explicites a 1'egard du
compromis de la Presidence concerne les references a,
+'augmentation des revenus des producteurs de 1'huile d'olive et
a 1l'organisation du marche des matieres grasses dans son
-noemble, qui prejugeraient les negociations dans le cadre du
mandat de Stuttgart. Les delegations italienne et grecque
attachent de 1'importance a ces deux points du compromis de la
presidence, qui ne posent pas de difficultes particulieres
a la Commissiol) .



Enfin, le Conseil n'a pas pu se mettre d'accord sur
1'extention provisoire du regime des raisins secs et des figues
eches. Trois delegations (RFA, RU, PB) refusent toute
_extension du regime, meme provisoire, sans introduction d'un

seuil de garantie, demande jugee inacceptable par la delegation

grecque.

Amities

M. SANTARELLI - COMEURg///





