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PREFACE

The Maastricht treaty on European Union legally enshrined EC development
co—operation into its constitution for the first time. While the treaties that founded the EC
in Rome in 1957 had no legal provision for co—operation, the spirit was manifest as was
witnessed in the ensuing Lomé Conventions, culminating in the far-reaching Lomé IV
agreement signed in 1989.

One of Eurostat’s aims in the field of statistical co—operation with developing countries is
to aid the development of statistical information systems in those countries to provide
them with the necessary instruments to support analysis and the formulation of economic.
and social development policies.

In the run up to the year 2000 major initiatives are to be taken by the international
organisations to improve statistical structures in the developing countries, particularly in
Africa. These efforts should be coordinated and strategies implemented which would
have the aim of helping decision makers formulate their own requirements and priorities
in the use and production of statistics, rather than doing so on their behalf. This is the
philosophy that should underpin the ongoing efforts to consolidate statistics in
developing countries.

Parallel to these aims, however, there is a need to harness the available information
resources to ensure coherence, freshness and validity of data , which in turn will help the
EC inits planning and analysis. In an era of cataclysmic economic and social changes in
the regions concerned we cannot underestimate the important role that statistics play.

This publication, more far—reaching and comprehensive than its predecessors, makes a
welcome return after five years, filling a crucial gap in statistics on ACP countries.

Against a background of pan-international coordination and activities aimed at
systematising the identification, collection, storage, retrieval and dissemination of
information, this publication testifies to that spirit.

The publication regroups and synthesises data supplied by the major international
organisations, and stored in the Eurostat database, on the short and long term
macro—economic indicators of each ACP country. It offers a compendium of individual
country snapshots, detailing the main economic, social, financial and demographic data
pertaining to the country. For the short term indicators they cover the periods 1987-1992,
while the long term indicators cover the decades from 1960 with projections for 2010.

ACP BASIC STATISTICS is a valuable addidition to Eurostat’s output, useful both as a
quick reference guide or for the reader seeking a breakdown on statistics of the African,
Caribbean and Pacific states.

Yves FRANCHET
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METHODOLOGICAL NOTES AND SOURCES

The methodology and detailed sources used for the data contained in this publication
may be obtained on request from:

Mr P. Wolff  Eurostat-C4, Jean Monnet Building, L—2920 Luxemburg
Tel.: (352) 4301-33660, Fax: (352) 4301-34762.

The most important aspects are outlined below.

1. Demographic indicators:

The demographic data are taken from the mean variant of the estimates and forecasts of
the total world population {1950-2025) made by the population division of the United
Nations Organization (UNQO) in 1992.

Certain indicators {life expectancy at birth, fertility rate, infant mortality, age structure)
have been estimated only for the largest countries (with populations of over 300 000 in
1985). For this reason, no forecasts are available for the following countries: Antigua and
Barbuda, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Kiribati, Papua New Guinea, St Kitts and Nevis, St
Vincent, St Lucia, Solomon Islands, Western Samoa, Sdo Tomé and Principe,
Seychelles, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu.

The main indicators are reported only as five—yearly averages. The figures presented in
this publication therefore describe the five—year period ending with the reference year
{e.g. 1955-1960 for 1960).

2. Social indicators:

The number of inhabitants per doctor is taken from the World Bank publication "Social
indicators of development”. The number of doctors includes, in addition to the total
number of practitioners registered in the country, medical assistants who, although not as
highly trained as qualified doctors, provide similar medical services. The definition of
medical practitioners differs from country to country.

The figures for literacy rate and rates of enrolment in education are taken from the
statistical year books of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO).

The literacy rate among adults is defined as the percentage of people aged 15 years and
over who can read, write and understand a simple short text about their everyday life. The
most recent figure available is an estimate made by the UNESCO statistical department.
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The gross rate of enrolment in education used in this publication is defined as a ratio
between the number of young people enroled for a given level of education (regardless of
whether or not they are of the usual age to attend) and the number of young people who
belong, according to the national system, to the age group for which the level is designed.
This rate is expressed in percentages and may be over 100% because of late
admissions, pupils repeating a year or inconsistencies in the data. UNESCO has
produced forecasts for up to the year 2015.

3. Structural economic indicators:

These indicators (GNP, structure of GDP and energy consumption) have been taken
from the 1993 version of the "World tables” software produced by the World Bank.

4. Foreign trade

The statistics on total foreign trade are taken from the data published by the UNO
statistical division on the basis of information provided by the various countries. The data
on foreign trade with the European Community, on the other hand, are taken from
Comext, the database on external trade of the European Community. This difference in
sources means that data are available for different number of periods, and there may be
discrepancies in the figures.

5. Foreign debt burden:

These indicators from the Debtor Reporting System (DRS), have been taken from the
"World tables” software distributed by the World Bank. The DRS concerns only low—and
medium—income countries and countries which are members of this body.

Total foreign debt comprises all external short— (one year or less) or long—term liabilities
of the public or private sectors, regardless of whether they are

State—guaranteed or not.

Debt servicing comprises the amounts to be repaid (capital and interest) in connection
with the amount of gross debt burden.

6. Public development aid

These indicators (the gross total aid) have been taken from the OECD publication on the
geographical breakdown of financial resources allocated to the developing countries.

The figures for bilateral aid from the EC cover only aid from the individual Member States.
Aid from the Community as such is included under multilateral aid.
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7. Short— and medium—term economic indicators:

These indicators (GNP growth rate, demand structure as a % of GDP) have been taken
from the 1993 version of the "World tables” programs disseminated by the World Bank.

The GDP calculated at market prices is broken down into:

— private—sector consumption: market value of goods and services acquired or
received as payment in kind by households or non—profit-making organizations;

— public sector consumption is the sum of the following:
— difference between acquisitions and sales of goods and services;
— compensation of employees;
— investment;
— payment of indirect taxes.

— investment: sum of gross fixed capital formation and variation in stocks.

— net exports: exports minus imports of goods and services.

8. Monetary and financial indicators:

The source used for these indicators is the International Monetary Fund Publication
entitled "International Financial Statistics” (except for the ECU exchange rate which was
calculated by Eurostat).

The exchange rate used is the one calculated at the end of the period.

The price index used as a reference for measuring inflation was generally calculated
according to the Laspeyres formula: the weightings used in calculating the index were
taken from the observation of consumption by households during the base year (1985).

The public deficit is the direct debt to be defrayed by central government and excludes
loans guaranteed by central government.

The term “international reserve” refers to SDR (Special Drawing Rights) resources of the
monetary authority, the reserves with the IMF and foreign currency assets.

Since the figures and percentages have been rounded, the totals in the tables do not
always exactly correspond to the sum of the individual items.
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INTRODUCTION

Universally, regionalism is now one of the top priorities, imposed by major world trends
and policies. There are geo—political shifts and economic alignments that would have
seemed highly improbable ten years ago. Free trade areas, customs unions and
common tariffs are some of the instruments used for these alignments. In some cases
countries have no other choice but to work towards regional cooperation and, often,
integration.

Within the ACP network the last twenty years has witnessed the gradual emergence of
integrated regional units. However, the commencement of regional cooperation goes
back even further. Before independence most of the countries had established solid
relations and then developed them, either under the influence of integrationist political
philosophies in Africa (Pan—Africanism ) and the Caribbean or in face of a need to take up
common challenges. Interdependence grew from a need to consolidate development
policies at a regional level, as experiments at a national level served only to underline the
limitations of the narrow fields of application. Today, every ACP state belongs to part of a
network of regional and sub—regional organisations and institutions born of this desire
and need to cooperate.

The different alliances have experienced varying degrees of success and
disappointment, but it is not this publication’s brief to enter too deeply into that discussion.

Rather, the following pages offer a snapshot view of some of the major regional
organisations in the ACP countries. Their members, objectives, main areas of
cooperation, organisation, evolution and some of their main economic indicators are
itemised to give a flavour of the regionalist approach. The list is by no means exhaustive,
but rather an objective selection of the many organisations in existence. Indeed, many
cooperation bodies share members, while some of the larger regional groupings contain
smaller, older economic alliances. Non—inclusion does not imply non—-importance, and it
is hoped in the future to compile a comprehensive guide to all the regional alliances in the
ACP areas.






OBJECTIVES:

CARICOM was established in July 1973, replacing and extending the work of CARIFTA
(Caribbean free trade association). The principal aims are the establishment of a
common external tariff and protective policy for trade with outside countries.

MAIN AREAS OF COOPERATION:

Trade, Energy, Transport.

ORGANISATION:

The Heads of Government Conference is the supreme authority and is responsible for
determining policy. The Council of Ministers, consisting of a minister of each Member
State ensures the management of the common market.

EVOLUTION:

CARICOM’s main area of activity is economic integration, to be realised by the
coordination of development planning and the establishment of a Common External Tariff
(CET). By 1988 all trade barriers, with few exceptions, had been dismantled within the
Community.

In 1989 CARICOM heads of government founded the 15 member West Indian
Commission to study regional, political and economic integration. The Commission’s
final report of July1992 recommended that CARICOM should remain a community of
sovereign states, rather than a federation. However efforts should be made to strengthen
the integration process and expand to include the other Caribbean countries.






OBJECTIVES:

ECCAS was formed at a summit meeting of UDEAC. (Customs and Economic Union of
Central Africa) in Libreville, Gabon in1981. The aims of the new organisation were to
establish a far wider economic union and a self-maintained development in all areas of
economic, social, cultural and scientific activities. These, in turn, would help to realise
collective autonomy and increase economic activity.

MAIN AREAS OF COOPERATION:

Trade, Communications, Agriculture, Tourism, Technology, Transport.

ORGANISATION:

The Conference of Heads of State and Government is the supreme authority of the
ECCAS, while the Council of Ministers is responsible for the execution of the various
policies.

EVOLUTION:

ECCAS’ constitution, adopted in Libreville in October 1983, entered into force in
December 1984. Priority has been accorded to mutual trade, payments (including
establishment of a clearing arrangement for ECCAS as a whole ) and transport. New
non—tariff barriers in intra—community trade are prohibited and an ECCAS clearing house
was established in February 1989. Legislation on the harmonisation of transport and
telecommunication networks are currently under way.






OBJECTIVES:

ECOWAS was established by the Treaty of Lagos in 1975 with the principal aim of
forming a Common Market by promoting trade, cooperation and self-reliance in West
Africa.

MAIN AREAS OF COOPERATION:

Trade and Monetary Union, Transport and Communication, Energy, Defence.

ORGANISATION:

The Conference of Heads of State and Government is the highest authority of ECOWAS
and meets once a year. The chairman is drawn from the Member States on a rotational
basis. The Council of Ministers consists of two representatives from each country
meeting twice a year.

EVOLUTION:

The idea of a West African community goes back to 1964 when President Tubman of
Liberia first promoted the idea to Cote d’lvoire, Guinea and Sierra Leone. Various other
efforts were made by different state representatives in the intervening years until the
protocols launching ECOWAS were finally signed in Togo in Nov. 1976. While the guiding
principles of the Community are similar to those of the European Community
—harmonisation of agricultural policies, free movement of labour, services and capital—
they have not been very successful in many of their aims. This has been attributed to to
‘the existence of several other intergovernmental organisations in the region (e.g. the
francophone CEAQ and the Mano River Union). A lack of commitment by Member States
in the implementation of policies at a national level has aiso impeded progress. Human
rights issues were addressed in the Lagos summit of 1991 when a’declaration of political
principles’ was published.

Hopes now are for the creation of a single monetary zone and the removal of barriers to
trade, in 1994.






OBJECTIVES:

PTA was established by treaty adopted in Addis Ababa in May 1982. It was hoped to
improve commercial and economic cooperation between member states, raise the
standard of living of the people and create a common market by 2000. This latter aim
would facilitate the free movement of goods, capital and labour within the sub-region.

MAIN AREAS OF COOPERATION:

Trade, Transport, Communications, Agriculture.

ORGANISATION:

There are annual meetings at Heads of State level. Council of Ministers meetings are
also held several times during the year. The secretariat is established in Lusaka.

EVOLUTION:

The idea for an East African PTA was first proposed by the Economic Commission for
Africa (ECA) in 1975. However it was not until 1981 that the draft treaty was signed (and
subsequently adopted in 1982) by nine countries with other countries joining later. Since
its inception considerable progress has been made in implementing the provisions of the
treaty. This has been aided by the creation of several institutions with the brief of
promoting regional development (e.g. Eastern and Southern African Trade and
Development Bank, PTA Clearing House and African Joint Air Services ). A phased
programme for progressive reduction of tariffs is currently in force, with a zero rate
planned for 2000.

Multilateral programmes have been established in the areas of industry, agriculture,

transport and communications. Also a programme for the harmonisation of fiscal and
monetary policies is under way.
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OBJECTIVES:

On the 17th. August 1992 the ten Member States of SADCC (Southern African
Development Coordination Conference ) signed a treaty establishing the SADC which
replaced the SADCC. While the original organisation, founded on 3rd. July 1979 in
Arusha, Tanzania, had the aims of harmonising development plans and of reducing the
dependence on South Africa, the new treaty went further. There were binding obligations
on member countries with the aim of promoting economic integration towards a fully
developed common market.

MAIN AREAS OF COOPERATION:

Transport and Communications; Energy; Trade, Industry and Mining; Food and
Agriculture.

ORGANISATION:

A summit conference is held annually and is attended by heads of state and government
or their representatives. The Council of Ministers meets at least twice a year, and further
ministerial meetings are held to coordinate policies in areas such as transport, energy
and agriculture. In addition, an annual conference is held with donor governments and
international agencies to review and monitor progress in the various sectors of the SADC
programme.

EVOLUTION:

Despite efforts to remain faithful to the principles of the Lusaka Declaration of 1980,
entitled "Southern Africa: towards economic liberation”, a 1985 SADCC report noted that
the region had become even more dependent on South Africa for its trade outlets.This
aim would be maintained and hopefully realised with the establishment of an adequate
regional transport and communications system. Other regional coordination projects in
the areas of energy, agriculture, industry and food security were planned.

The flow of donor aid continued and in 1990 the World Bank announced that it would
provide SADCC Member States with $4,000m over the next five years. In January 1992
the SADCC Council of Ministers approved proposals to turn the organisation into a fully
integrated economic community, and in August of the same year the treaty establishing
the SADC was signed.
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ACP STATES
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