
,-

COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 

GENERAL SECRETARIAT 

PRESS RELEASE 

493rd meeting of the Council 

- Economics/Finance -
Brussels, 19 December 1977 

President: Mr Gaston GEENS, 
Minister for Finance 

of the Kingdom of Belgium 

1·:--; /77 (Presse 174) lby/KO/gj 

kmq7
Text Box





.... ? 
19.nr.77 

-
The Governments of ·the 11ember States and the Commission 

of the Evxopean Communities were represented as follovm: 

~~.~~~= 
1\'fr Gaston GilliNS 

1Yir J ens KAMPIJA.l'ifN . 

11r Paul GERSIJA.NN 

1'Ir Kurt HANSEN 

f!~!]!~~= 
In:r Hans .Al"'EL 

Ilr Otto SCHLECHT 

llr Robe~c BOULIN 

Ireland: .............................. 
rdr George COLLEY 

~~l= 
Mr Gaetano STALI.ritA.TI 

~~~fi= 
£lr J acquen POOS 

Ilinister for Finance 

Hinister for Fiscal Affairs 
State Secretary, 
I1inistry of Fis ce~ Affairs 

State Secretary, 
Ltlnistry of Economic _Affairs 

Federal Minister for Finance 

State Secretary, 
Federal Ministry of Economic Affairs 

minister responsible for Economic 
and Financial Affairs 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Llinister for Fi~ro1ce 

Ilinis·ter for the Treasury 

T.Iinister for Finc..nce 
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Netherlands: --.. --------
Mr J ClHo LUBBERS 

!!B!~~Q_!f!Bg~~~: 
Sir Donald 1ffiiTLAND 

Commission: _______ .,... __ 
Mr Frangois-Xavier ORTOLI 
Mr Christopher TUGENDHAT 

Mr Ri chaJ. ... C!. B'URKE 

0 

- 3 -

Ambassador, 
Permanent Representative 

Ambassador, 
Permanent Representative 

Vice-President 
member 
Member 

0 

0 
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ACTION TO BE TAKEN FOLLOWING THE MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL 

ON 5 AND 6 DECEMBER 1977 

To prepare the ground for a detailed discussion of the 
Commission communication·to the European Council on economic 
and monetary union, the Council asked the Permanent 
Representatives Committee and the specialized economic and 
financial committees (the Monetary Committee, the Committee 
of Governors of the Central Banks and the Economic Policy 
Committee) to conduct a prior examination of the communication. 

The Council also pointed out that the European Council had 
spoken in favour of increased convergence of short-term 
economic policies by better co-ordination of national short-term 
economic policy instruments and their insertion into a Community 
framework and procedure. 

The Council undertook to examine the problem at a forth
coming meeting on the basis of the reports which would be 
forwarded by the various working parties and specialized 
committees to which it had entrusted the study of the Commission 
communication on the matter. 

The Council in conclusion requested the Commission to submit 
as soon as possible its proposal for the establishment of a new 
instrument for Community lending and borrowing in accordance 
with its instructions from the European Council. 
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STRENGTHENING OF THE UECHAI. .. 'USM FOR ThlliDiillli-TEIU'\1 FINANCIAL 

ASSISTANCE 

After examining the Commission proposal, the Council 
adopted, subject to a provisional reservation by the United 
Kingdom delegation, a Decision on the adjustment of medium
term financial assistance. 

The purpose of this Decision is to double the commitment 
. ceilings of the Member States and at the same time to adjust._ 
the rules governing conditions for assistance and surveillance 
of compliance with the conditions subscribed to. Henceforward, 
commitment ceilings and operations for granting assistance will 
be expressed in European units of accom1t. 

This Decision will be published in the Official Journal 
of the European Communities once the United Kingdom delegation 
has withdrawn its reservation. 
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ADOPriON OF THE REGUL.ATIO~T ON VAT OVJN RESOURCES AND THE NEW 

REGULATION No '?../71 

The Council adopted, in the official langu.ages of the 
Communities these two Regulations on which it had evolved 
common guidelines at its meeting·on 21 November 1977 and the 
purpose of wh~ch is to ensurG that the full systGm of own 
resources is implemented. Since the European Parliament had 
declined ·to initiate the conciliation procedur~, it was 

possible to adopt both texts without amendments. 

\ 
\ 

The fo:i."''D.er of these RGgulc-.tions, which supplements the 
work already begun by the ac:.option in. :M:ay this yeax of the 
sixth VAT Directive~ cont2~ns specific elements for determining 
the basis for levying own resources accruing from V.A!l and 

provisions relating to the control of these resotu~ces. 

The nG\V Regulation No 2/71 lays dovvn budgetar3r and 
financial provisions which are to govern the accounting, 
making available and use of th8 Communi ties' o'.rm resources from 
1 January 19'78. 

1521 e/77 (Presse 174) thy/SMS/el •••/ • •• r 

\, 



- 7 - 19.XII.77 

EXCISE DUTIES ON MANUFACTURED TOBACCO 

The Council adopted in the official languages of the 
Communities the Directive laying down special criteria to 
apply during the second stage of harmonization of structures to 
the excise duties which Mowber States apply to manufactured 
tobacco. 

This Directive provides that during the second stage, which 
extends from 1 July 1978 (1 January 1979 for Ireland) to 
31 December 1980, Member·States shall apply a specific element 
of the e:ccise duty on cigarettes which may not be less than 5;; 
or more than 551~ of the B111ount of the total t:J..x burden 
(proportional component of the e~cise duty + specific component 
of the excise duty +VAT). 
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DUTY-FREE ATiliOWANCES APPLICABLE IN INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL 

The Council adopted, in the official languages of the 
Communities,. the Directive granting Denn~rk a derogation for 
a five-~ear period beginning on 1 January 1978 from the 
application of the harmonized rules relating to exemption from 
turnover tax and excise duty on imports in inter.national travel. 

The Council considered that.progress in the attainment of 
economic and monetary union and, in particular, in fiscal 
harmonization did not yet allow the full application of such 
rules in~. Denmark wi·thout the risk of serious economic 
consequences. 

: 
The derogation accorded by this Directive authorizes 

Denmark to restrict duty-free imports of tobacco products, 
alcoholic beverages (dis·cilled beverages and spirits of an 
alcoholic strength exceeding 22°) and beer. 

1521 e/77 (Presse 174) thy/S~ffi/vf ... ; ... 



- 9 - 19.XIIo77 

MUTUAL ASSISTAN"CE IN THE FIELD OF DIRECT TAXATION 

The Council adopted in the official languages of the 
Communities the Directive to which it had agJ. ... eocl in principle 
at its meeting on 21 November 1977 ( 1) concerning mutual 
assistance by the competent authorities of the r1Iember States 
in the field of direct taxation. 

BUDG~ARY ASPECTS OF THE 1978/1979 AGRICULTURAL PRICES 

The Council noted a statement by r&r TUGENDHAT, 
Commissioner with responsi'bili ty for budgetary mat-liers 
concerning the implications for tho budget of tho :proposals -on 
agricultural prices recently submitted to the Council by the 
Commission. 

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 

The Council decided to hold its next meeting on economic 
e.nd financial matters on 20 February 1978 under the Danish 
Presidency. 

(1) See Presse Release 1359/77 (Presse 146) of the same date. 
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D*** 
~OTE BIOC77)447 AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX 
CC AUX MEMBRES DU.GROUPE ET A M. LE DIRECTEUR GENERAL DE LA DG I 
ET A M OPITZ, DG VIII 
D*** . 

PREPARATIO~ CONSEIL ECONOMIE/FINANCES 
a------------------------------------
1. UNION ECONOMIQUE ET MONETAIRE 

A LA SVITE DE L'ACCUEIL FAVORABLE DU CONSEIL EUROPEEN DU 5/6 
DECEMBRE RESERVE A LA COMMUNICAtiON DE LA COMMISSION PROPOSANT 
UNBI PROGRAMME D'ACTION DE .5 ANS, LA COMMISSION NE S'ATTEND PAS 
A UN DEBAT DE FOND DU CONSEIL, MAIS PLUTOT A UN DISPOSITIF 
D'ORGANISATION DES FUTURS TRAVAUX POUR PREPARER LES DICISIONS DU 
PROCHAIN CONSEIL. PARALLELEMENT, LA COMMISSION PREPARE LES 
INITIATIVES NECESSAIRES (PROPOSITIONS, ETC.) POUR LA PREMIERE 
ANNEE 1978 DE REALISATIGN DES O~JECTIFS FIXES DANS LE PLAN 

'f't!~~· • . 

QUINQUENN~L. ~ 

2. DECBISION CONCERNANT L'AUGMENTATION DU MECHANISME DE CONCOURS 
FINANCIER A MOYEN TERME 

LA (OMMISSION PROPOSE QUATRE AMENAGEMENTS A L'ANCIEN TEXTE : 

A) RENFORCEfwlENT DU CIBONDITIONELLEMENT PAR .INTRQDUCTION D 1 UN 
SYSTEM~ DE TRANCHE : LES FONDS SERONT VERSES A FUR ET A MESURE 
DES DECISIONS. GOUVERNEMENTALES'RESPECTANf LE~ CONDITIONS IMPOSEES. 

8) DEDOUBLEMENTS DE Q~OTAS : 1 

A L L E r-1 A G N E 
BELGIQUE/LUXEMBOURG 
DANEr"'ARK 
FRANCE 
IRLANDE 
ITALIE 
PAYS-BAS 
R 0 Y A U r"' E- U r., I 

TOTAL 

p 
1.200 MUCE 

40tl'"~' 
180 

1.200 
. 70 
800 
400 

1.200 

5.450 

C) INTRODLCTION DE L'UCE BB§~IBB (PANIER) 

.· 
.... :;,..:.·."· 0 ·~· ·~ ' 

22,02:·"·%·. 
7,34 % 
3,30 % 

22;02 % 
1,28 % 

14,68 % 
7,34 % 

22,02 % 

100 % 

D) UN PAYS PEUT TIRER COMME MAXIMUM UN PREST JUSQU 1 A 50 % DU 
FONDS TOTAL. 

/Ill 

' 
NNNN 

GPP M. VON DONAT 8 1/16 3423 16.12.77 X X 

3C6155 M. SANTARELLI 

I 

:R~· 
···:~···· 

f'1 

kmq7
Text Box

kmq7
Text Box

jjm132
Text Box

jjm132
Text Box

jjm132
Text Box

jjm132
Text Box



306155 

NNNN 

IS C tprori[}ffiS~ :TilLS~Clll.C<Il 3 • P 0 I NT S F I S C A U X 

0---------------
DIRECTIVE.ASSISTANCE MUTUELLE IMPOTS O:!RECTS 
D--------'P--------------.-------------~~-----
IL S'AGIT DE L'ADOPTION FORMELLE DE LA DIRECTIVE CONCERNANT 
LA Q U E L L E L E C 0 N S E I L D E N 0 V EM 8 R E A VA I T ilflJARIQ U E S 0 N A C C 0 R D D•E 
PRINCIPE. 

S'iH'IE DIRECTIVE IMPOTS TABACS ·MANUFAClTi!JiRJES!J 
·:a---------------------------------~·• •••••• 
LE CONS£ll EST ·A·PP£LE A APPROtJ!\1iE~ liE tG:~fTENU :bt ·LA DEUXIE~'lf ETAPlE 
i0 1 HAR1~lONISATION ll£'S ACCISES SUR l''E:S tl'G-A-~.ETT.IES 'AiLLANT SiU':S~'AU 
31 DECH:BRE 1980. JE VOUS RA·PPELl.:E .Qjij£ IUA 'PIR'!\1U·i£!RE ET;A"PE 
D' HA R~1 CN I SAT I 0 N iDiES .JtCICl S E S f:RA!P:P.~;J'lJl t.ES ,t:Ui1A1R£:l'fiS A .·:E':YJE 
ARRETE E FIN 1972.. ·t'ETT E PREM.l:9t :Ff~'P"E £TABl:lSSiAII T 'UIN T'O..UT 
PRHIIER RAPPROCHEMEN-T DES D:EU'JC S·YSHiNI-JES t>\E TA~At::rcN K.'S C::I'GAREToa. 
TES EXISTANTS I A L'INTERIEUR 'l)•,t L~A •t'·D-MMJJ.rnA.U'T£,. ·('tS ;'P''AYS CONSOJJ!t• 
MATEURS DE TABAC BLOND ET RElATIVE·:MiE!Nl .. ttffiR (A't..l£f.fAGfN.£., ~'b'~·fJE
MARK, ROYAUME-UNI, IRLANDE) Af'l'.l.lQU'A.!.E'NT UN liJ!liHPO'T ·f>R;£S"QW£ UNI-
QUEMENT SPECIFIQUE CMONTANT rl·X:E .:PAR tlGA!iRETT!').,. l'E'S ~U"fMS 

13---·------
E TATS M EM 8 RES IMPOSE NT UNE TA XE PR.£S:Q'U£ U'NlQU£M~EMT fR0,01tt I ON-
NELLE ·n ... ·-----·-----
0----
AU PRIX DE VENTE AU CONSOMMATEUR.,. l'E ~lt·P.~RO'Ofl~Et4T "R.~TENU PAR 
LA PREMIERE ETAPE PREVOYAIT QUE L 1 'At'tlS'E ·spJ:.t.lflQU£ PAR CIGAR'-
8 ' I . :11--------:...-
ETTE DEVAIT ETRE COMPRISE,'DANS UN'E "fotm·tff'ETTE At:LANT OE 5 POUR 
CENT A 75 POUR CENT DE L'ACCIS£ lOT·M.E.T, ·Hl)'R:S l'.\t.)\ .• CEP~·~:~~NT 
I] . ..... ·g ...... ~~............. .. 
LE ROAYDAurH-UNI ET L 1 r'RLANDE 8 'ONT ·~·t:.u 'tJ'M£ b.t'~()'GATION, .EN 
BIIIIBRI IJERTU DU TRAITE D'ADH.ESrOIN J,U'SIQ:O'AU 31 D·EC£M8R:E "1977, 
DATE A LAQUELLE LA CO~MUNAUTE. DOlT ·PAS.SEI /A .l.:A D·EUX.l£A'E tlAPE 
D'HARr·~ONISATION. IPOUR I TOUT L·.£ -B·A·.tt<G·ROUf41) V'OlR t..'1:!XPO·S.'E t).£ 
~10TIFS DE LA PROPOSITlON DE LA tOMMfiS'SlO'N .0-E f'E'V·lt:l:'E'IR 1976~ tOM 
( 7 6) 2 2 FINAL E T LA NO'T£ ·P-13 D .. E ff·v:R 1£-R 1976~ 

LA P R 0 P 0 SIT I 0 N QUE L "E C 0 N S E I l ·n·£Ji"R'A l'T ~1PMOU:V!'R l>RE·VOl T:: 
. 

1) ADOPTIO~ D'UNE FOURCHETTE PO:UR l..''E.LE'PI'E·N'T SP:EtiFU~U£ Uft1RE 
5 ET ~.5 POUR CENT DE L'H1POT TOTAL, ·y C'.OM·P'-RlS LA TVA ttA 

PROP,JSITIO~~ DE LA COM~liSSION DE 'F'E'V'R.I.£R "1916 "P·REVOYAIT UNE 
FOURCHET1E DE 15 A 50 POUR CENT). 

2) OCTROI, AU SEUL ROYAUME-UNI,. DE LA ·fA·C'.tJLT.£ D''A·.PP.t.ItlU'E'R :u:N 
DROIT O'ACCISE SUPPLEMENTAIRE S.UR 'LiiES C-1.6A·R·£fl'-£'S JOG:££'$ 
LES PLUS NOCIVES POUR UNE PERIOD£ 01 30 ~011 A PARTl~ D~ /Ill ., 

.. 
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1ER JUILLET 1978, DATE D1 ENTREE EN VIGUEURDE LA DEUXIEME ETAPE 
D'HARMONISATION. 

DANEMARK - DEROGATION CONCERNANT FRANCHISE FISCALES POUR VOYA-
GEURS 
~--------------------------------------~---~------------------

LE CONSEIL DOIT DECIDER BDRD DU REGIME DE DEROGATION A ACCORDER 
AU DA~EMARK APRES LE 31 DECEMBRE 1977 LORSQUE LE REGIME ACTUEL 
VIENT A ECHEANCE. LA COMMISSJON A PROPOSE, LA SEMAINE DERNIERE, 
Q~E LE REGIME ACTUEL SOIT LIBERALISE PROGRESSIVEMENT ET PRENNE 
FIN DANS TROIS ANS (VOIR IP(77)301 DU 14 DECEMBRE). 

AM!TIES, M. SANTARELLI 
t-c ~~ N N 

·- -- --· .. ·- --- --- -- ---- ---.----- ·-----
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I*** 
NOTE BI0(77) 447 (SUITE 1) AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX 
C.C. AUX M~MBRES DU GROUPE, A M. LE DIRECTEUR GENERAL DG I 
ET A M. OPTIZ DG VIII 
I*** 

CONSEIL ECQ-FINANCES 

1---------~---------
COMPLEMENT A L1 AGENDA: 

BUDGET AGRICOLE: M. TUGENDHAT PRESENTERA AU MINISTRES LES 
CONSEQUENC~S BUDGETAIRES DES RECENTES PROPOSITIONS AGRICOLES DE 
LA COMMISSION (VOIR P-119 et P-120). 

BUDGET 1978: IIIII COMME POINT A, LE CONSEIL ADOPTERA LE TAUX 
D'AUGMENTATION DES DEPENSES COMMUNAUTAIRES EN 1978, TEL QU 1 IL 
RESULTE DU VOTE PAR LE PARLEMENT DU 15 NOVEMBRE. APRES CETTE 
ADOPTION, LE PRESIDENT DU PARLEMENT PEUT DECLARER LE BUDGET 1978 
COMME DEFINITIVEMENT ADOPTE. 

AMITIES, 
M. SANTARELLI 
COMEUR 
NNNN 

NNNN 

L.KLEIN GPP 

~· . ..;: ~=--~····. ·~·····:~~~·.:_~·. 
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NOTE BIOC77) ~47, SUITE 2, 'AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX 
CC AUX MEMBIE~ DU GROUPE, A M. LE DIRECTEUR GENERAL DG I 
ET A M. OPITZ, DG VIII 
D••• 
CONSEIL ECONONIE/FINANCES : 
1. PERSPECTIVes D'UNE UEM 
a----------~-~-----------
LE CONSEIL ~ PRIS PLUSIEURIS DECISIONS EN MATIERE DE PROCEDURE 
COMME IL A ET~ PREVU:. 

IDDBDDBII~DPIIIBIDBDBB!IJIB~CDESCGDDDBRRBPISCDBBCBIBDDBBOD&IIBIDBI 
D- LES COMITE$ MONETAIRE, DES GOUVERNEUR$ DES BANQUES CENTRALES, 
DE POLITIQU~ ~CONOMIQUE SONT DEMANDES D ETUDIER LES ELEMENTS QUI 
LES CONCERN~NT DE LA COMMUNICATION DE LA 'OMMISSION SUR LE PLAN 
QUINQUENNAL ueMI. LE COREPER EST CHARGE DJ COORDONNER LES TRAVAUX. 

a- LA MEME PRQCEDURE EST ENVISAGEE POUR LA PROPOSITION DE LA 
COMMISSION SUR LE RENFORCEMENT DE LA CONVERGENCE DES POLITIQUES 
ECONOMIQUES NATIONALES. 

D- EN CE QUI CONCERNE LE NOUVEL INSTRUMENT FINANCIER DE L EMPRUNT 
COMMUNAUTAI"E- M. ORTOLI A ANNONCE UNE PROPOSITION EN SENS JURI-

•. DIQUE DU TE"M. DANS LES PROCHAINES SEMAINES. 

C EST AINSI QUE LE CONSEIL A ORGANISE SON TRAVAIL EN DONNANT SUITE 
AUX DECISIO~S DE PRINCIPE DU CONSEIL EUROPEEN. 

2. AMENAGEMENT DU CONCOURS FINANCIER A MOYEN TERME 
1----------~-----------------------------·-------· 
SOUS UNE RESERVE D ATITENTE DE LA PART DES BRITANNIQUES, LE 
CONSEIL A ADOPTE LE NOUVEAU SVSTEME QUI SERA MIS EN VIGUEUR LE 
PREMIER JANVIER 1978. 

3. LE CONSEIL A ADOPTE DEFINITIVEMENT PLUSIEURS ACTES AVANT DEJA 
ETE APPROUVE ULTERIEUREMENT : 

a- REGLEMENT RESSOURCES PROPRES Ill TVA 
a- NOUVEAU REGLEMENT 2/71 
a- DIRECTIVE ASSISTANCE MUTUELLE IMPOT DIRECT (FRAUDE) 
D- ADOPTION D UNE CINQUIEME DIRECTIVE SUR LES IMPOTS POUR LE TABAC 
a- DIRECTIVE CONCERNANT UNE DEROGATION ACCORDEE AU DANEMARK POUR 
LE REGIME DES FRANCHISES FISCALES POUR VOYAGEURS. LE SYSTEME ACTUEL 
DOlT ETRE LIBERALISE PROGRESSIVEMENT JUSQU A FIN 1980. 

4. SOUS DIV~RS, MI.TUGENDHAT A FAIT UNE COMMUNICATION AU CONSEIL 
SUR LES CONSEQUENCES BUDGETAIRES DES PRIX AGRICOLES. PRENANT COMME 
BASE DE CALCU~ LA PROPOSITION DE LA COMMISSION D'AUGMENTER LES 

NNNN 

GPP M. VON DONAT BERL 1/16 3423 19.12.77 X X 
346760 

M. SANT~RELLI 

p 1 
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D••• 
PRIX AGR!COLES D ENVIRON 2 Ill 0/0·~ CEl.A N ENTRAINERA PAS UNI· 
AUGMENTATION DES PROPOSITIONS BUDGETAlR&S PREVUES POUR 1978. 

lA NOUVELLE PRESIDENCE DANOISE A CON¥0QUE LE PROCHAIN CONSEI~ 
EICONOMIE/FINANCES POUR LE 20 FEVRIER 19178. 

AMITIES, "· SANTAIRELLI 
NNNN 
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