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The Governments of the Member States and the Commission of the European
Communities uere represented as follows:

Be lgium:

MT MaTc EYSKENS

Mr Robert URBAIN

Mr PauI DE KEERSMAEKER

Denmark:

Mr Laurits ÎOERNAES

Mr Ulrik FEDERSPIEL

Mr Henrik MRSEN

Mr Jürgen MOELLEMANN

Mr Ignaz KIECHLE

Mr Ualter KIÎTEL

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Minister for Foreign Trade

State Secretary for European Affairs

Minister for Agriculture

State Secretary for Foreign Affairs

Deputy State Secretary for
Trade and Economic Affairs

Federal Minister for Economic Affairs

Federal Minister for Food, Agriculture and
Forestry

State Secretary, Federal Ministry of Food,
Agriculture and Forestry

Germany:

Mr Hans-Dietrlch GENSCHER Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs
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Greece:

Mr Antonio SAMARAS

Mr Sotirios HATZIGAKIS

Mr G. TIIEOPHANOUS

Mr Roland DUMAS

Mr Louis MERI'IAZ
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Minister for Foreign Affairs

Minister for Agriculture

Secretary-General,
Ministry of Economic Affairs

Ministre drEtat, Minister for Foreign Aff,airs

Minister for Agriculture and Forestry

Spain:

Mr Francisco FERNANDEZ oRDofrEZ Minister for Foreign Affairs
Mr José Claudio ARANZADI Minister for Industry and Energy

Mr Pedro SOLBES MIRA Minister for Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food

Mr Carlos TJESTENDORP State Secretary for Relations
with the European Communities

Mr Miguel Angel FEIÎO State Secretary for Trade

France:

Mr Dominique STMUSS-KAHN Minister for Industry and Foreign Trade
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lreland:

Mr Desmond OTMALLEY Minister for Industry and Comnerce
1

Mr Èlichael UOODS Minister for Agriculture and Food

Mr Sean CALLEARY Minister of State at the Department of
Foreign Affairs with special responsibility

I for overseas Aid

Italy:

Mr Gianni DE MICHELIS

Mr Vito LATTANZIO

Mr Giovanni GORIA

Luxembourg:

l.lr Jacques F. POOS

!{r REIÉ STEICBEN

Mr Georges IJOHLFARÎ

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Minister for Foreign Trade

I.linister for Agriculture

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Minister for Agriculture

State Secretary for Foreign Affairs
and Forelgn Trade

Netherlands:

Mr Hans VAN DEN BROEK Minister for Foreign Affairs

Mr Piet BUKMAN Minister for Agriculture,
Nature Conservation and Fisheries

Ms Yvonne van R(X)Y Minister for Foreign Trade
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Mr Piet DANKERT State Secretary for Foreign Affairs

Portugal:

Mr Joào PINHEIRO Minister for Foreign Affairs

Mr Fernan<lo FARIA DE OLMIRA Minister for Trade and Tourism

Mr Arrindo CUNHA Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food

Mr vitor MARÎINS State secretary for European Integration

Mr Jose Manual DURÂO BARROSO State Secretary for Foreign Affairs
and Co-operation

Mr Antonio SOUSA

United Kingdom:

Mr Douglas HOGG

Mr Peter LILLEY

Mr Frans H.J.J. ANDRIESSEN
Mr Ray MACSHARRY

State Secretary for Foreign lrade

Minister of State, Foreign and
Conmonwealth Office

Secretary of State for lrade and Industry

Vice-Presldent
Member

Mr John Seluyn GUMI,{ER Minister for Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food

o

Commission:
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RELAÎIONS WITH THE FORIT{ER USSR

A. SIÎUATION IN ltlE FORI.iER USSR

1. the Council undertook an appraisal with a view to adapting the Community's
policy as regards the new situation ln the former USSR and laying down

guldelines for its future action vis-à-vis the Republics. the appraisal
was carried out on the basis of papers from the presidency and the
Corunlssion.

2. In particular, the Council discussed:

- the talloring of the comnunity's technical-assj.stance and

hunanitarian-aid programmes to the Republicsr needs;

- the Commissionts suggestions for the conclusion with the main independent
St'ates of specific co-operatlon agreements geared to the particular
sltuation of each partner;

- the opening by the Comuisslon of delegatlons in the main lndependent

States;

- the possibllity of comblned diplomatic representation of the Commission

and Member States in some capitals of independent States;

- the desirability of organizing meetings at a polltical level with leading
flgures from the Republics.

the connisslon is to submit appropriate proposals in the ligüt of the
Council rs discussions.
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3. fire Council instructed the Permanent Representatives Committee to continue

examining the papers from the Presidency and the Commission, to which it
would return at its next meeting.

B. IJASHINGÎON CONFERENCE

the Council held a discussion in preparation for the Conference to be held in
Uashington on 22 and 23 January 1992 concerning emergency humanitarian aid for
the independent States of the former USSR and related technical assistance.

the Cormunity and its Member States. which are at present provlding the bulk

of the aid effort, consider that Conference politically important as a display

of solidarity in the criticial situation currently facing the former USSR and

in order to nake the various donorsr efforts nore effective by means of better
co-ordination.

The Conununity and its Member States will participate in the Conference on the

basis of a common positlon to be closely co-ordinated beforehand.

the four uorking party co-chairmanships assigned to Member States or the

Commlssi.on will be held under a dual arrangement involving the Menber State

concerned and the Comrission. It h,as agreed that the proceedings of the

working party on technical assistance should also cover nuclear reactor
safety.

the Council considered that the recipient Republics should be involved in
subsequent proceedings in an appropriate manner.
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the Cormunlty wlll e:(press its willingness in principle to organize a
follow-up Conference.

§eqIH AFRTCA

- Repeal of restrlctlve trade measures

fite Council took note of Denmarkts withdrawal of its reservations on two

Community declslons repealing restrictive measures vis-à-vis lmports lnto the

Community from South Africa of gold coj.ns and certain products eovered by the

ECSC lreaty. At its next meetlng, the Councll will have before it texts for the

formal adoptlon of those decislons.

URUGUAY ROUND

' Presidency conclusions

!. As a key world tradlng partner, the Community has consistently aimed at
achieving grorth i.n lnternational trade as a basis for sustai.ned economic

development. It is lndeed the most open economic area in the sorld. In the

uruguay Round the communlty has displayed greater coEtrnitment to freer trade
and the strengthenlag of nultilateralism than any other contràcting party.

â. m" Council continued its exarnination of the paper submitted by Mr Dunkel, in
hls capaclty as Chairman of the GATT lrade Negotiations Committee, as a
reference document for the final phase of the negotiations. the Council

- conflrmed the general conclusions uhich it had reached following an lnitial
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examlnatlon of this document on 23 December 1991 (see press release 10394191

Presse 250).

3. llre Council examined the various dossiers and listed the priority problens.

It called on the Cormrission to take the appropriate action.

4. The Council stressed once again the importance of reaching an early successful

conclusion to the Uruguay Round negotiations and asked the Commission to make

every effort during the phase of the negotlations following the lNC meeting on

13 January to obtain the substantial improvements and crucial anendments which

will be necessary to achieve a balanced, coherent overall result.

5. In concluslon, the Council repeated its caII for aII the main partners to malce

genulne efforts to negotiate the compromises necessary for the Round to

achieve success. It also stressed that it was vitally important that the

negotiations on access to markets and on initial undertakings regarding

services should achieve the significant results advocated in the decisions

taken following the Montreal mid-term review.
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Brurelles, le 11 Janvler 1992

ibte Blo 7 aur Bureaur Natlonaur
cc aur llenbres du Servlce du porte-aarole fi3
@NSE!L AFFAIRES GENERALES dU 10.1.92
(Nlco Wegter)

Le Consell s'est réunt hler pour uno sesston ertraordlnalre af ln dê
dlscuter les polnt sulvants:

1) Yougoslavlê
2) nelatlons avec tes Etats
3) Conférence de Washlngton
4) Uruguay Round

1) Volr note blo

2) Relatlons avec les Etats !ndéoendants de !,anclen URSS

La dlscusslon a cet égard s'ost basée sur uno communtcatton de ta
Commlsslon dans laquel !g des tdées sont erposées en ce qul concêrne
les futuros relatlons de la Communauté avec tes Etats lndépendants de
l'anclen URSS.
La note BIO 4 alnsl quo la note P-l du g Janvter 1992 vous erplque
I'essent lel de cette communlcat lon.
En effet I I faut constater un accuel t favorabte et unantme du Consel Ià cette communlcat lon. En annexe, vous trouvez l'erposé lntroducilf
prononcé par le Vtce-Présldent Andrlossen pour le débat au Conselt(volr annexe l).
L'exposé en questton donne, entrs autres, deg expilcltatlons en co qul
concorne les crltères qul, d'après la commlsslon, devratent être prls
en compte pour l'établlssement des retatlons contractueiles avec lesdlfférents Etats tndépendants en questton
Sans que le Consell se solt prononcé d'une façon spéclf lque vls-à-vls
cles dlfférents éléments erposés par M. Andrlessen, la présldence, àtltre de concluslon du débat, a toutefols constaté l,accord du Consel!permettant à la Commlsston d'entamer des dtscusslons erptoratotres
avoc les prlnclpaur nouvoaux Etats lndépendants.
Le Vlce-Présldent a souttgné que ta Commlsslon se concentrera dans unepremlère phase sur quatre Etats, à savotr la Russle, l.ukratne, taBlélorussle, le Kazakhstan, mals qu'tt n'ost certalnement pas exctuque d'autres Etats lndépendants solent également approchés dans un
stade uttérleur, et cect on fonctton de t,évolutlon pottttque et
économlque des dtfférents Etats sn quesilon.
Cecl lmpllque donc que les contacts exploratolres précltés ctébuteront
dans les prochalns mols pormettant atnst à la Commtsslon de soumettre
ensulte au Consell des proposltlons concrètes vtsant des négoclattonspour étaOl lr dos accords spéclflques avoc tes dlfférents Etats
concernés. La commlsston espère que ces dernters accords pourratent
être conclus au cours de cette année.

lndépendants de t'anclen URSS
du 22123 Janvler
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3) Conférence de Washlngton

Falsant référence à sa rencontre de mardl dernler à tlashlngton avec
le Secrétalre d'Etat Baker, le Vlce-Présldont Andrlesson a conf lrmé la
partlclpatlon actlve de la Comnlsslon et des dtfférents Etats membres
aux travaur de préparatlon de la Conférence à Washlngton. Cette
Conférence devra constltuer lo début d'une coordlnatlon adéquate entre
les pays donnateurs en faveur des Etats lndépendants de !'anclen URSS.
Le Consell, pratlquement à l'unanlmlté, a conf lrmé sa dlsposltlon à
contr lbuer d'une façon posl t tve à ! ' lnl t lat lve amér lcalne en quest lon.
Le débat au Consêl! s'est concentré sur ta questlon de savotr dans
quotte mesure le caractère communautatre des tnlttatlves de la part
des Etats membres pourratt blen être conflrmé.
Dans ce conterte, référence a été falte, aux travaur des dtfférents
groupes de travall et notamment à ta questlon de la co-Présldence de
ces dtfférents groupes.
Sur la baso dos dlscusslons préparatolres dérà effectuées par les
organlsateurs amérlcalns avoc les dlfférents pays lnvltés, te tableau
des dtfférents groupes y comprls lour co-porésldence se présente comme
sult:

- technlcal asslstance - co-chalrs: Commlsslon, Unlted States, Japan
- food: Unlted Klngdom, Canada (the Comlsslon?)
- energy: the Netherlands, Venezuela
- shelter: ltaly
- medeclnes: Unlted States, Japan.

Plusleurs délégatlons, tout en acceptant tes engagements dérà prls,
ont sou! lgné la nécesslté que tes Etats membres de la Communauté se
présentent d'une manlère blen coorctonnée et cohérante.

C'est pourquol ll a été f lnalement conctu de 'procéder de ta mantère
su I vante:

la Présldence du Consel t se prononcora expl tcltement à ta Conférence
au nom de la Communauté

les Etats membres alnsl que la commlsston assureront une
coordlnatlon adéquate avant et tors cte la Conférence de Washlngton

les Etats msmbres ayant été déslgné comme co-Présldents de certatns
groupss de traval I se présenteront devant un doubte panneau: par
exemple, "Communauté/Pays-Bas", "Communauté/ !tat le,', etc.

I ! est blen entendu que les structures matntenant arrangées pour la
Conférence do Washlngton no préJugent nul tement teJ structures
futures, c'est-à-dlro, l'hypothèse d'une procédure de fot low-up à ta
Conférence de Washlngton.
En effet, l! est très vralsembtabte qu,un ,,follow-up Conferonce,,
aura I leu dans quelques mols, probablement en Europe et auquel la
communauté Jouera un rôte central. Bten str, aucune déclston n,a étéprlse pour l'lnstant, attendant d'abord tes résultats cte la
Conférence à Washtngton.
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4) Uruguav Round

Les Mlnlstres du Commerce alnsl que leurs coltègues responsables pour
l'Agr lculture ss sont rencontrés penclant toute la sotrée (Jusqu,à
01.00 heure) à tltre d'un dlner afln de dlscuter l'état de t,uruguay
Round.
L'auteur de cette note Blo n'ayant pas ou la permlsslon d,asstster à
ce ctlner, ll n'est pas on mesure de donner des lndtcattons préctses et
détal t lées des échanges de vue qul ont eu I teu.
Toutefols sur la base des lnformatlons dlverses recusllltes, ll se
dégage clalrement que to consel! n'a pas modtf té sa posltlon par
rapport à la posltton déJà connue tors de ta sesslon précédente te 23
clécembre dern ler .
En effet, les concluslons du Consell presentées à cette dern!ère
sesslon et qul vous ont été dlffusées comms annsxe d'une note bto, ont
été conf I rmées.
Cecl lmpllque donc uno appréclatlon crttlquo du Consett du rapport
Dunkel relat lf à plusleurs chapttres et notamment le chapltre
agrlcole. A ce dernler suJet les ctlscusstons d'hler sotr ont conftrméque p lusleurs éléments y retail fs sont tnacceptab tes pour la
communauté, pulsqu'!ls rlsquent de mettre sn cause ta pAc. c,estpourquol I ! est convenu que la Commlsslon poursulvra tes négoctat lons
à Genève af ln d'améllorer atnsl te terte du rapport Dunket.l! faut encore slgnaler que les Mlnlstres n'ont pas estlmé utlle hlersolr de parvenlr à des conctuslons nouvelles et par écrlt par rapport
au terte des concluslons précttées datées du 23 décembre dernler.
C'est donc à partlr ctu 13 Janvler prochaln que tes négoclattons
ctébuteront â nouveau et cecl pour entrer clans leur phase tinale dontla durée pour t'lnstant n'sst pas encore décldée. Toutefots,l'obJectlf do f lnal lser ces negoclatlons sl posslble avant te 15 mars
de cette année a été largement souscrlt par les dtfférents Mtnlstres
présents à ce dtner.

Annere 1

"The Comnunlty's relatlons rlth the lndependent states
of the former Sovlet Unlon.

The Counctt has before lt today a Communlcatlon from the Commtsslon onthe Communlty's relatlons wlth the lndependent states of the former
Sovlet Unlon as wel I as an lnformalve document prepared by the presldency
on thls subJect. I should llke to dlscuss wlth you brlef !y ths koy tssues
ralsed ln thls communlcatlon.
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The lndependence of tho former republ lcs of the Sovlet Unlon ls now a
reallty, as the Councll recognlsed at the end of last year. Ths creatlon
of a stable polltlcal and economlc order ln these countrles ls a far more
dlff lcult questlon than that of dlplomatlc recognltlon and wl Il not doubt
requlrs a conslderable perlod to achlevo. Tho Communlty has a maJor role
ln helplng the new author lt les to achleve a successful translt lon
through varlous forms of polltlcal and econonlc support. The prlnclpal
lnstruments now belng deployed are outllned ln the Communlcatlon as well
as certaln new lnltlatlves whlch are needed.

Bl lateral agreements

Let me flrst allude to the bllateral framework for our relatlons. As
mlnlsters aro aware, the present trade and coopsratlon wlth the former
Sovlet Unlon needs to be replaced by new agreements wlth the lndependent
states. The questlon lmmedlately arlses as to the nature of these future
agreements.

Two observatlons can be made lmmedlately.

Flrst, the tradltlonal type of trade and cooporatlon agreement, concglvod
befors commltments had been made to democratlsatlon and the shlft to
market econom!ês, ls lnsuff lclent ln lts famlllar form.

Secondly, Europo agreements, such those recently slgned wlth Poland,
Hungary and Czechoslovakla, countrles whlch are qutte erplltl about thelr
deslre to Joln the Communlty, are basecl on condltlons whtch lndependent
states wl ll not be ln a posltlon to meet for qulte some tlme.

What ls needed therefore ls a new lntermadlate type of cooperatton
agreement whlch can be concluded ln tho course of thts year and whlch
contalns a number of new elements. I lntend to erplore these elements
wlth the lndependent states ln conversatlons over the comlng weeks. But
already ! mlght suggest that thoy coutd lnclude:

all that ls presently covered by the bltateral agreement wlth former
Sov let Un lon

provlslons lntended to strengthen the transltton to sytems based onpolltlcal and economlc freedom

support for lnstltutlon bulldlng and the strengthentng of ctvtt
soc I ety

flnanclal as woll as economtc cooperatlon

approprlate arrangements for pol !tlcal dlalogue
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These elements wl I I need to be modulated to take lnto account the
capaclt les, needs, lnterests, level of dovelopment and geographlc
locatlon of the country concerned. !t shoutd be recalted that some of the
states ln quest lon have much ln comnon wlth devetoplng countr tes ln Asla
whlle ohters asplre to a process of development slmllar to that of the
countrles of centra! and eastern Europe. All thls wttl need to be taken
!nto account.

I hope to be ln a posltlon to present the Councll wtth draft negoilalng
dlrectlves coverlng at least some of the lndependent states tn the flrst
half of the year.

Dlo lomat lc reoresentat lon

Both as a matter of prlnclple and ln order to supervlse lmplementailon of
our varlous asslstance programmes, the Communlty as such needs to bg
represented soon ln the capltals of the tndependent states. tn theprlnclpal states, delegatlons, albelt modest ln scate, wlll be needed.
ln the others, we can began wlth the presence of ono or two Commtsston
off lclals to gulde the erperts worklng on our proJects and to establlsh a
channe! of communlcatlon. Back-up servlces ln Brussels wil t also nood to
be strengthened. AMhls wlIl, of course, havo budgetary consequsnces
and the Commlsslon wl I I be maktng the necessary proposals tn the contoxtof the revlslon of the f lnanclal perspectlves.

I would lend my support to suggestlons whlch have been made that the
communlty and the Member states sxploro wys, wherever posstble, to poot
thelr dlplomat lc representat lon ln somo oî the capltals ln order to
llghten the admlnlstrat lve burden and to glve erpresston to our deslre
lncreaslngly to speak wlth a stngts yotce."

Amttlés,
B. Dethomas




