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The Govemments of the Member States and the Commission of tfie European Communlües were represented as
follows:

Belgium:
Mr Philippe MAYSTADT Minister for Finance

Denmark:
Mrs Marianne JELVED Minister for Economic Affairs

Germany:
Mr Johann EEKHOFF State Secretary for Economic Affairc
Mr Gert HALLER State Secretary for Economic Affairs
Mr Franz-Christoph ZEITLER Stete Secretary for Finance

Greece:
Mr Georges ROMAIOS UndersecreÉry, National Economy

-§Pain:
Mr Pedro SOTBES MIRA Minister for Economlc Aflairs and Financs
Mr Alfredo PASTOR BODMER State Secretary for Econonic Affairs end Flnance

France:
Mr Edmond ALPI{ANDERY Minister for Economic Affairs

!reland:
Ms Ethne FITZGER^|D Minister of Sate at the Deprtment of Flnance

Italy:
Mr Piero BARUCCI Minister for the Treasry

Luxembourg:
Mr Jean-Claude JUNCKEF Minists for Finance

Netherlands:
Mr Marius VAN AMETSVOORT State Secretary for Finance

Portugal:
Mr Jorge BRAGA DE MACEDO Mlnister lor Finance
Mr José BRAZ State Secretary for tte Treasury

United Kingdom:
Mr Kenneth CLARKE Chancello of the Exchequer

-+-
Commission:
Mr Jacques DELORS Presidem
Mr Henning CHRISTOPHERSEN Vice-President
Mr Raniero VANNI d'ARCHIRAFI Member
Ms Christiane SCRIVENER Member

The following also attended:
Sir Brian UNWN
Sir Nigel WCKS
Mr François MONIER

-+-

President of üe EB
Chairman of the Monetary Committee
Chairman of the Ecsromic Policy Committee
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DEALING WITH BUDGET BALANCES

The Council adopted a statement on the solution of the problem of dealing with budget

balances and instructed its President to forward it to the European Parliament.

PREPARATION FOR THE 2nd STAGE OF EMU

The Council reached political agreement on a series of seven draft texts containing the

secondary legislation for the 2nd stage of EMU.

As soon as the Treaty on European Union enters into force on 1 November, the drafts

submitted by the Commission will become forma! proposals subject, as appropriate, to the

co-operation procedure (Article 189c of the Treaty for the texts on monetary financing and

privileged access) or consultation with the European Parliamênt (for the other texts).

The Council wanted these procedures with the European Parliament to be brought to a

conctusion as quickty as possible so that it could adopt the texts by the end of the year, with

a view to entry into force on 1 January 1994.

The main features of the seven draft texts are as follows:

- Prohibition on privileged access to financial institutions for the government sector

The draft Regulation is designed to establish, amongst other things, the following principles

concerning the prohibition on privileged access laid down in Article 1O4a of the Treaty:

= privileged access is deemed to cover not only any obligation on financial institutions to
acquire or hold public debt, but also any tax or financial advantages which might be

3
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conferred on those financial institutions in order to encourage them to acquire or hold
that debt;

= obligations to tund social housing are not regarded as privileged access provided that
the same terms are applied to the public and private sectors.

- Prohibition on monetary financing bv Central Banks

The aim of this draft Regulation is to spell out definitions for application of the prohibition

on any monetary financing of the public sector by Central Banks which is laid down in

Article 104(1) of the Treaÿ. Amongst other things, the text makes an exemption for

securities acquired by Central Banks from the public sector to ensure the conversion into

negotiable securities under market conditions of claims acquired before 1 January 1994.

Such conversion is also felt to be desirable if the monetary policy of the future

European Csntral Bank is to have the requisite flexibility.

- Excessive deficit procedure

ln accordânce with Article'104c(14) of the Treaty, ütis draft Rogulation is designed to lay

down detailed rules and definitions for the application of the provisions of, the Protocol on

the excessive deficit procedure. lt confirms that the terms 'governmgnt deficit" and

ogovernment debt' are to be defined according to the European System of Integrated

Economic Accounts (ESA), while specifying that:

= amounts outstanding in the government debt from the financing of public undertakings

wil! be the subject of a separate presentation;

= for short-term trade credit, only that represented by financial instruments will be taken

into account.

- Key for the financial resources of the EMI (European Monetary lnstitute)

The draft Decision is designed to specify the statistical sources which will supply the

parameters used to calculate each Central Bank's share in the European Monetary

tnstitute's resources and, at a later stage, in the capital of the European Central Bank.

'EN
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ln practice, this means each Member State's share in the population of the Community and

in Community Gross Domestic Product, each of which will be halved for the purposes of

the key.

- Consultation of the EMI on draft legislation

Under Article 109f(6) of the Treaty, Member States must consult the European Monetary

lnstitute on any draft legislative provision within its field of competence. The draft

Decision is intended to lay down detailed rules for this consultation procedure, both as

regards its scope and the time limits to be observed.

- Taxation and privileges and immunities of EMI officials

These draft Regulations are designed to extend application of the tax for the benefit of the

EC to EMI staff, and to extend the privileges and immunities of EC officials and other

servants to such staff.

GROWTH AND EMPLOYMENT

ln the run-up to the extraordinary European Council on 29 October, the Council took stock of

progress made since the Edinburgh European Council in implementing the growth initiative, at

both Community and national level. Vice-President Christophersen presented a note on the

subject from the Commission.

ln this connection, the Council noted that the Member States would do all they could to

complete national ratification procedures for the European lnvestment Fund by the end of the

year, so that it could become operationa! from the beginning of 1994.

The Council also took note of a paper from the Commission dated 20 October on the

EN

5
T2gIl93 (Presse 170 - G) dey/LG/mmk



25.X.93

feasibility of recourse, under the EIB's temporary lending facility, to a Communiÿ initiative

programme for granting interest subsidies to SMEs.

Lastly, the Council heard a report from the Chairman of the EIB on the Bank's operation of

the temporary lending facili§, and discussed broadening its scope in order to generate

sufficient investment volume to have a significant effect on the economy.

ln conclusion, it was agreed that the Council President would brief the President of the

European Council on the outcome of the day's discussions.

NOMTNATTON OF THE PRESTpENT OF THE EUROPEAN MqNETARY TN9TTTUTE

The Council gave its opinion in favour of the recommendation from the Committee of

Governors of the Central Banks to the Heads of State and Government that

Baron Alexandre Lamfalussy, currently General Manager of the Bank for lnternational

Settlements, be appointed President of the European Monetary lnstitute.

EN
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UNDERTAKINGS FOR COLLECTIVE INVESTMENT IN TRANSFERABLE SECURTTIES (UCITS)

The Council held an initia! discussion on the scope of a new Directive aimed at amending the

1985 UCITS Directive. The Commission proposal is designed to supplement the

1985 Directive in several respects, in particular by extending its scope to cover UCITS

investing in the units of other UCITS and funds investing solely in bank deposits (cash funds).

At the close of the discussion, the Council instructed the Permanent Representatives

Committee to continue work on the subject in the light of the forthcoming European

Parliament Opinion and of further particulars to be supplied by the Commission.

TAXATION OF SAVINGS

The Council held an exchange of views on this matter, after hearing a statement by its

President drawing attention, inter alia, to the conseguences of the fact that there was no

minimum harmonization of savings taxation.

ln conclusion, it asked the ad hoc Working Party to continue its discussions on the subject

without giving precedence at Community level to withholding tax or to a return-based

system.

TAXATION OF ROAD TRANSPORT

The Council adopted a Directive on the application by Member States of taxes on certain

vehicles used for the carriage of goods by road and tolls and charges for the use of certain

infrastructures. The Directive was adopted at the same time as the Regulation on road

haulage cabotage (see Miscellaneous decisions - page l).
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!t will be remembered that the Transport Counci! ol 28 September registered its agreement

on the drafts of the two texts, further to the political agreement reached on l9 June l9g3
(see press release 7345193 Presse 1O7 for the contents of the Directive).

At this meeting the Counci! and the Commission agreed on the following statement:

'During a transitional period from 1 January lggs to 3I December l9g7:

- Member States whose tax rates on 1 January 1995 are twice the minimum rates or more

may lower their tax rates to twice the minimum rates;

- Member States whose tax rates on 1 January 1995 are less than twice the minimum

rates may not reduce their tax rates as a rule, unless these reductions are offset by new

charges imposed on the transport sector in such a way that the overatt compotitive

situation in the sector is unchanged. The only eremption that may nevertheless be

allowed will be for certain specific categories of lorry.'

TRAVELLERS' A.LLOWANCES

The Counci! reached political agreement on:

- raising allowances for travellers from third countries from ECU 45 to ECU 175 (and from

ECU 23 to 90 for adolescents) and the limits on tax-free purchases in intra-Community

travel from ECU 45 to 90; this latter figure could be subject to review in 1995;

----------E
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- allowing Germany to be exempt from application of the new third-country altowances until
1997 in respect of travellers coming from third countries, other than EFTA countries, within
which Germany has a common border, and entering German territory by a land border or by

a coastal sea route;

- allowing Spain to apply, until 31 December 2OOO, an atlowance of ECU 600 for imports of
goods by travellers from the Canary lslands, Ceuta and Melitla entering Spanish tax
territory.

OPERATION OF THE NEW INDIRECT TAXATION SC!.IEMES

The Council heard a staternent from Ms Scrivener on the operation of the new indirect
taxation schemes since 1 January 1993. Concluding her statement, Ms Scrivener announced

that in the nex few weeks the Commission would be submitting a written report taking initial
stock of six to nine months of operation of the indirect taxation schemes. The Council

requested the ad hoc Working Party of Sonior Officials responsible for considering indirect
taxation questions to study the report.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO MOLDAVIA AND BELARUS

The Council raised the question of a Cornmunity contribution to financiat aid for Moldavia and

Bolarus and asked the Monetary Committee and the Permanent Representatives Committee

to continue examining the question.

I
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MISCELLANIEOUS DEC!SIONS
(adopted unanirnously and without debats, unless stated otherwise)

Exemptions from the 6th VAT Directive

The Council adopted nine Decisions authorizing Belgium, Denmark, Franco, treland, ltaly,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Fortugal and the United Kingdorn to apply a measure derogaiing
from Articles 2(1)and 17 of the Sixth Eirective Ovl388lEEC) on the harmonization of the
laws of the Mernber States relatinE to turnover taxes"

The measuro is designed to simplify the current rules of the transitional VA'['arrangernents
applicable to certain repairs and dornestic goods transport services which are causing
difficulties for undertakings, particularly as regards the tax refund provided for by thà gtn and
13th VAT Directives"

ln point of fact, the territoriality principle as applied to these services, requiring tlicm to be
taxed in the place whene they are physically carried out, has the effect of obliging taxable
persons who are not in the territory of the firlember State where the services were perforrned
to pay the VAT in that country and thsn apply for a refund under the 8th or i sth Directivo.
The resulting proliferation of applications for refund is hampering the freedom to provide
services within the single market.

Transport

The Gouncil adopted a Regulation laying down the conditions under which non-resident
carriers inay operate road hatrlage services within a Member State (noad haulage cabotage)
following the agreement of principlo registered by the eounclt on l g June i gg3 (see prels
release 7345193 Fresse 107).

With adoption of this Regulation, which comes, as planned, at the same time as that of the
Directive harmonizing the taxation of road transport, a further step has been taken towards
completion of the internal market in the transport sector.

The definitive cabotage arrangements for road haulage are scheduled to enter into force on
1 July 1998. Prior to that, between 1 January 1994 and 30 June 1998, there will be a
phasing-in period during which each Member State will have to allow non-resident carriers to
carry out domestic haulage on a temporary basis withor.lt making them subject to national
quantitative restrictions on access to the rnarket, provided that such haulage operations are
carried out in the frarnework of a Community cabotage authorization and quota system.

On 1 January 1994, the Community cabotage quota will comprise 30 000 cabotage
authorizations lasting two months. lt will be increased annually by 3Oo/o, starting on
1 January 1 995.

9281193 (Presse 170 - G) dey/LG4p EN

I



I

25.X.93

Ths dsfinitive cabotogo arrângernents, which will come into force on 1 July 1998, will
invdve the gonoralizsd admieoion of duly gualified carriers established in orte Member State,
on â tsmpofary bgsis and without guantitâtive rèstrictions, to domestic road haulage services
in anotFrer Mernber §tate.

Relations with the AÇP

The Council adopted a Regtrlation prohibiting the supply of certain goods to uNlTA. As from
7 October 1993, the Regulation prohibits:

- the sale or supply of petroleum ând psttoleum products, whether or not originating in the
Community, in the territory of Angola through poirrts of entry othor than the airports of
Luanda and Katumbele (Benguela province) and the ports of Luanda, Malongo (Cabinda
province), Lobito (Benguela province) and Namibe (Namibe province);

- any activity the object or effect of which is, directly or indirectly, to promote sale or supply
transactions.

Anti-dumDlng moasures

Following the teview of Decision 87l66lEEC accepting undertakings given in connection with
imports of binder and baler twine origtnating in Brazil and Mexico, the Council took note of a
draft Deoision rsnêwing th6 above msasures submitted by the Commission on
7 Septembr 1993, and nôted thæ tiere was no qualified majority withih the Council "to
decFde othsrwise' within the rnoanirTg of the basic Regulation.

Deposit-guarantêg sÇhonùBs

Followlrg thg agrëornsnt of principfe reached at its meeting on 13 Septernber (see press
releass 8233193 Presse 135L the Council, acting by a qualified maiority ând with
the German delegation voting against, formally adopted its common position on the Directive
on depostt-$Êranteë schemes.

Consumer protection

With,ths Gsrnmn delegation abstaining, the Council adopted a Decision concerning the
institufiovr of e Contmunity system for the exchange of informâtion in respect of certain
products-whiuh rnay jeopardize consumers' health or safety.

The üaclsiors is applicable until 29 June 1994, the date on which the notification procedure
provided f,or by Directive 92159|ÉEC on general product safety will be introduced.

1l
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nThe Decision is ancillary to the removal of technicat controls at internal frontiers and does not
pre-determine the arrangements for administrative co-operation under imptementation of the
internal market.

I

The system is based on notification to the Commission by the Member States of any
,regulations, laws or administrative moasures they adopt to prevent, restrict or attach
,Particular conditions to the marketing or use within their teiritory of a product batch, on the
grounds that it does not comply with the relevant Community or nationa! rutes and might
jeopardize the health or safety of consumers when used in normal and foroseeable conditions.

On receipt of the information, and after holding consultations with the pafties concerned if
necessary, the Commission will forward it to the competent authorities of the other
Member States.

The enacting terms apply to products intended for use by consumers, except products
intended exclusively for professional use. tt does not apply to the fotlowing products, which
are already subject to specific Communis notification procedures: agricultural products,
foodstuffs, cosmetics, tobacco products, materials and articles intended to come into contact
with foodstuffs, medicines, medical devices including means of in vitro diagnosis and
plant-health products.

Environment

The Council adopted a Decision concerning the conclusion of tho Convention on Biological
Diversity signed by the Community on 13 June 1992 at the UNCED in Rio de Janeiro.

The objectives of the Convention are the conservation of biological diversity, the sustainable
use of its components and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the
utilization of genetic resources, including by appropriate access to genetic resources and by
appropriate transfer of relevant technologies, taking into account alt rights over those
resources and to technologies, and by suitable funding.

ln adopting this Decision, the Council considered, amongst other things, that the Community
and its Member States should participate in internationa! efforts in this area, particularly by
encouraging the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity and in attaining
agreed rules on utilization and sharing the benefits which aro generated.

9281/93 (Presse 170 - G)
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Le Cs,nsei I ob,ordero certoins dcssiens Ce f is,:ollté dons l'oprèsrnidi du
?5 octobre. Êu couns du dé_.;E,lnÊn, la Minlstre l'logstodt feno pont des
réflexlcns de lo Pnésldence ou su.1et de lo flscol itÉ da l'Éparqne dE

foçon <i prÉciser le mondot du g:^oupe de tnouoll et orgonlse. lo §uite
des trououx BUr cs su-1et. L'ob-;Éctrf du Conseil et de lo Commisslon Ên

cette motièr'e se I lmite ô définlr des orientotions ouont la ftn de
| ' année.

Franchises pour lEs uouaqeurs en provEnonce des paqs tlers et I lmrtes
d'ocl",ots en boutique hors-toxes dons lo Communouté

Le Conseil pourrolt tnouuer lundl un consensus sur cE point qul est Ên

négociotion depuis mointenont une onnée. MadsmE Scrivener rnsi§tero sur
la nécessité de conclune enfin cE dossien qul bénÉflclero aux citogens
eurpéens.

Ilepuis l9Bl, les fronchlses poun les morchondlses dons les bogagas
personnels des uogogeurs en prouenonce des pogs tlers sont fixées d 45
Ecus Parol lèlEment, les limrtes oux ochots effectr.rÉs dans les
boutlques hrors toxes por les urlgageurs introcommunoutolres sont ol ignÉs
sur cÊs montonts et donc flxés d 45 Ecus.
Rappelons que ces boutlques sont outorlEéeE d vendre des morchandises
hone toxes â l'lntérleur de la Communoutè Jusqu'ou æ 3uln l9grS

seu I erent.

En octobrÊ 1SlS2, I e Présldence du Consel I Ecofin, appugée pon I a

Commlsslon o pFeposÉ le relèuement du sEutl dee fnonchrses pogs-tlErs â

175 Ecus (poun les mlneurs) et en parallèle le relèuement du seuil des
I imites d'achots hors toxes â SlEl Ecus.

Eapuis lors, Ceux délÉgatlons âprouusnt des difficultés â odhérer ô
eette proposlticrn :

- d'ttne nnrt, ln dÉlégntlnn nllemnnrlc qr tl rrntnf rlct rltql res rlr frnrrrle
sur' cer+,qines de ses frontlères dem,ande le repont de l'oppllcotton du
nelèvement de ia fronchlse pcgs tlers Jusqu' ov 3û 3urn ISEIE! pour les
r.rtrUdgourr en pror.rononco do pagr osont uno frontlèno eomrnuno ctr.roc EDn
terrltoinei

- d'qutre port, lo dÉlÉgatlon fnonçolse souholte releuer le nrveou des
I lmites d'ochots dons lee boutiques hons taxes de 5E ô I5A ou ru
Ecus.

Lo Présidence, soutenue por lo Commisston, devnoit Être en mÉsune de
proposcr un compromis pour conclunc ccttc affolr'e lundi
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Roppelons qu'En tout Étot de cause depuls lE 1 Januren 1SS,:l ll n'g o
plus oucurlÉ I imite oux ochats toutes toxes comprrses dEs vouogeurs se
dép,rcont d l'intérieur de lo Csmmunouté.

Bilatr du fonctionnement des nsrrveor-rx réqimes de f iscol ité indirecte dons
une Communouté sons frontières

J'ladorîe Scr t uensr prÉsentero ana I ement aux l'lin r stres dEs Fl nonces ! es
rÉsultots clu pnemler bi lon du fsnctionnement des regimes de TUâ et
d'occisee sans frontlères. Le Commissolr'e Éuoquerd tont les qspects
relotrfs oux entreprises qu'oux cltogens. Les ouontoges du nouuctou
sgstémË mols aussi les difftcultÉs rencontrées dons certoins domslnes
senont obordés alnsi que les perspestluês de srmpl ificotion ,j uÊnlr.

Hodome Scnruener fero ls point svec lo presse ,i ce sulet lundi oprès
midi ô l'tssue du Csnseil.

Frseol ité routrère

Le Consei I vo En prlnclpe odopter for^rnel I ement I o dlrectlve sur I o
flscolité routrère suite d I'occord polttique obtenu lors du Conseii
Transport de 3uln et qul a èté Donsolidé lors du Consell du ZEI septembne
dernler Reste le problÈme de lo reconsultotlon clu Ponlenent européen.
Eton'u donnÉ l'Entrée Én ulgueur du Trolté de l'Union, le Consell
voudrolt cette odoptlon cn ungence de foçon â éulten de neouvrln lo
procédure sun uns nouuelle hose 3uridique (tal que préuu pon le nouueou
Troit,é). En dehons de ce coroctÉne d'ungence, lo Comrnisslon n'a pos
d'ob.lectlons de prlncipe â lo reconsultatlon du Porlement.

Cette odoptron perrnettrait olnsi de conclure le deuxième volet du
dossler de lo flscol rté des tnonsponts noutlers destiné â mettre en
ploce des conditlons logoles de ccncurrÈncê ou seln du Honché lntér'leur
Le pnemier uolet. qui prévogalt l'horronisatlon des toux mlnlmo des
droi+,s d'accises eur le diesel est dégd entré en ulgueur le I Jonuler
19S3

Êml t I às,

Eruno lJethomos
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Luxenùurg, 25th I

BIO(33)?44-1 oux
CC. oux membres

Consei I ECOFIN -

October

bureoux notlonoux
du serulce du ponte-Ponole

'25 October lEM3

(T. Kragen )

Êfter todog Ecoftn Council, Ulce-Presldent Henning Chnlstophensen

spoke
to Jrurnol l§ts on tuo issues : §econdorg leglslaÿ'lon anrl the

gnorl+,h
tnltiotlve.

{t Seaondarg I eglsl otlon

The Ulce-Presldent tol d Journol lst§ thot the Councl I hod

rpnnhed n
pol rticot ogre€mËnt on the §euen pnoposols from the comnlEston

concern i ng

sacondong ENU leglslatlon (concernlng for exomple nonetorg
finoncing,

priv t I eged octress ond excesElue deflcits ). The cgreement fol I ours

lorge degree the conclustons of the lnforrnol Ecofln Councll in Genval

ueeks ago.

The Ulce-Presldent undenllned thot thE propssols urtll norl be exomined

the Europeon Porl ioment ond he expressed the hope ftnol odoption

toke place before the end of the geor.

It The groruth initioti,.,e

loa

tuJo

bg

Eqn

f'1. Chrrstopherscn sold thot thc opplleotlon bg the EEI cf the
Ed t mbungh

focilitg u,o§ going well. Houeuer, he uas not sotlsfled rllth the
tJrog

rrfr I ch other rnosures ore be I ng I mp I enented.

Ês to the Edinburgh focilltg of 5 billion ECU, csnnled to E bll!ron
at

the sunsnit of copenhagan, the uice-Presldent eord thot mctnE

that 3
bi I I lon ECU hove nou, being engaged In terrns of relnforclng

th ls
rnittotlve he thought tt urould be usefull to look ot the eliglbllltg

of
pno-tects benefrting fnom the feci I ltg. Fon exornple, the §coPe

of
o,ltiuities could be enlonged to include houslng ond nenouotlon in

I nnêr
cltl€s

âs to notlonol msqsures he sald thot the lvtember States ore
generol I g

fol louing the recomnendotions adopted ot the Edinburgh Summlt.
l'lemben

Stotes houe genenol lg surltched fnom cunrEnt spending to capltoi
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spend I ng.
l{emben StatEs houe olso 3iuen pnionltg to priuote lnucstment for

exomp I e

bg neons of tqx incentiues ond bontflcotlons te house buildtng
and/or

nenouotions. Êlso, in the field of structurol meqsrlnes the Member

StotEs
one toking steps rn I ine ,rrth the conclusions from Edlnbungh.

Ês tq the Économlc forec,2sts the Utce-Presrdent sotd thot the
Commisslon

sti ll bel't eues thot grouth ln the Comnunltg uJl ll be -8.5 this geor
ond

grou to betureen LZ ond 1.52 next geor Houeuer, if GErmon groulth
uill

moue fnom -L.S% thts geor tu +1.52 next geor os nour suggested in
neuJ

Crerm,arr f orecosts, Commun I tg gnouJth cou I d be betuleen 1. 52 ond 2T

next
geor Êt ong rote, he u,os convlnccd thot the bot,tom hos been naoched

ond
thot recoueng ls slor.ulg under rrrog. Hlgher rates one houreucr needed

br r ng dorrrn thE unemp I oument.
to
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Êmi t t és,

T. Krogen

E0ltÈ4.
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Bnuxel les, lE Æ oetobrE ISEM

ISTE BIO(S,) Zzl4 (sulte noZ) RûJ)( trF€H..D( MITISIÊLD(
cc : aux l'lambres Eu Seruice du funteforolE

CO|'EEIL ECOFIN Ill,J 25 OCTOffiE - FISCfl-ITE (Isabel lc L-e l'lool-Ol llve)

Le Consel I Ecofln du 25 octobne o pnis deux déclslons lnportontes et
prls octe du pnemler bl lon de fonctlonnenent des nouveoux réglrnce dE

f tscolltê lndlrectE sons frontlèrEs, préeenté por ['lodanre $rluenen. Lhe
longue dlscusslon a étê consocrÉe ou cours du dé;euner è lq question de

lo flscol tté de l'êporgne.

Âdoptlon de la flgcal lté des tronepontE routlers

Lc Conseil o forrnl lermnt adoptê lo dlrecttue nclatlvc à l'oppl lcotlon
par |ee Etats nerùree d'un sgctàrn conuun dc toxes sur les poide |ourds
() l2 tenneo), de péogoa ct de dnoltc d'ucoge de leure lnfrqstructurcs
(uolr détolle dons la note BIO(SB)IEZ sulte l).

Llé â ce dossler, le règlcment flxant les condttlons dc cobotoge dons le
nrarchÉ tntérleur o étÉ êgalement odoptê en polnt fl.

Cctte double odoptlon permt dc eonclure le deuxlèma uolet du dossler de
la flscallté des transports noutlars desttné â rmttre en ploce des
condltlonc logolco de concurrenÊc cntrc tronsporteuns dane le rnarché
un I que.

Le premien uolet, qui pnévogolt l'honmnieotlon deo toux mlnlma des
droits d'occlse sun le gozole dleEel eet dÉ3à entré en uigueur le I
..;anv ler lSEISl.

fucord sur les franchlses uouaqcurs en provenonce des paus tiers et sur
les llmltee d'achatc hore taxcs à l'lntérleur dc lo Conmlnauté

Les Mlnlstrcs dec flnancee ont marquÉ leur occord pol lttque §un cE

docsler cn ottcndont une prochotne odoptlon forml le après inforrnotlon
du ParlEnrent europâen.

a)LeplofonddelafranchlaeflecalepnéuuePoUr@
proucnance de pous tlers flxÉ en l:El à 45 Ecus o été relcuâ â 175
Ecue. Ce plofond eoncerne lec marchondlsee que l'on achète toutee
toxcc conprlsee dan,§. un 'paus tiers pour les opporter dane lo
Connnrnoutê sanc drolts de douone nl foPmol ltÉs.
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lbux dÉrogotlons ont été autorlsées :

- L'Espagne peut appl lquer Jusqu'au 31 dêcEnùre ISEE une fronchlee de

6@t Ecus oux morchondises lrportécs por les uouogcurs sn prsvenonee
des Ilee Canorles, de Ceuto et de Mcllllo (cee râglons ne font pas
partre du territolrr fiecol dc la Comnrunautê).

- L'Êl lemagnc peut dlfférer 3usqu'au I .lanuter l9S[l le relèvcmnt de

cEtte fnanchlse pour les vogogeurs En pt.ovenonêe des pags non ÉE-E

llmrtrophes de son terrltoirE por vole tercstsre et maritttm. Lo

I tmlte restero donc de 45 Ecus Jusqu'ô cette date.

b) Le plofond des I lmites d'ochots effectuâs dons les boutiques hors
toxcs de la Cornunauté par les vogogeurs qul uogogent d'un port ou

d'un aéroport dc lo Corununauté ucr§ un outnc port ou oÉroport de la
Conumrnouté o doublé' ll passe de 45 â SE Ecus.

Rappelona que cettE pocatbll lté d'ocheter des marchondlseo hors taxes
(T(n et occlsEs) dans lo Cormunauté est molntEnue 3usQU'ou fr .1uin
lSE. forèe cEtte dotc, el le eero suppntnÉe pour tous les vogogec à
l'lnténlcur dc la Conununouté.

En tout étot de eouse deputs sette datc, ll n'g o plus oucunc llmltc
aux achata effectués dans lEa eonulgrces ordlnolres por les uogogeunc
qul sr dêplocent ô l' tntérteur de la Corurunauté.

Lo Consatl dcs I'linlotrsa a décldé de revolr cc rentont de Silâ Ecus en

1EEE poun lo pérlode lS/lgEE.

Le relèverent de ces deux plofonde, fronchlse pou§ tler§ et ochots hors
toxc§, devro être mls En oâuvre en prlncipE le I lanvier lSI94.

Itadarn Scrivcner B'sst félicitée ou nom de lo Conrnlsslon de ce résultot
con6ret, frult d'une longue nÉgoclation auec les Etats nrEnùres. "CE

rÉojustemcnt réol istc donne oux uogogcurs de lo Comrunautê un su.1et de

sottsfoctlon supplémentolne, en conplÉrmnt de lo l tbcrté totale d'achot
dont ll joult dé.1â ô l'lntârleur du monché unlque. c'est irmortqnt pour
l ' Erope dEe c l togene ".

Prcmler bi lan olu fonctlonnemsnt des nouveoux rÉqtmes de f lscol lté
lndlrecte dons une Connnrnautâ sans frontlàres

t{adam Scrluener o transmls cB btlon aux IllnlstreE de flnances et
prêsenté orolerrsnt ees conclusions : (texte intégrol diffueé soue fortm
de dlscoure)

;acp bllan c§t le rêsultat des dlfférents sulvla de lo situotlon :

comtté penmonent de coopérotlon odmlnistnatlue, comitê d'écoute des
entncprlsec et correepondance auec les J'llntetres des flnancro dcc
Etots rrnflùrcs.

b. s
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-c€ premlEr bllon Esr qlobalemnt oosltlf, ll ldenttfle les
dlfficultÉs concràtcs des opârateurs et onnoncç, l3s eolutlone à

vcnlr

FUcun problèrne fondamentol n'o été slgnalé, olort que lo réfontm est
d'une orpleur sons précédcnt.

LE nouveou sgstàrm o étà mis En ploce donc les dÉlols, il foncttonne
dans toutes see dlmnsions et sotisfolt 1"E lrsscrlns des opérateurs
(réduqtlon des carlts et des dél ats ), dcs consomrateurs ( I lberté
totole d'ochats) at des Etats melùres (lutte conl.rg la froude).

L'effet dE la réforme sur lsE recgtte§ de TtJÊ e§î neutrc, les bolsees
de TUÊ ennrglstrêeE por certolns Etots nrerùnes (ru Prcmler trlmcotrc
lSISl ne peuuent lui Être inputée .

- Les dlffleultés rencontrâEe tiennent beoucoup ô lq nlgidité de

certoins réglmes particul lers odoptÉs poun séqunlser cErtoine Etots
msmbres dons cêntolns i;ecteurs d'actlulté éconnmlque et donc â un

,rEnuue d' hanrEn i §ot i on.

LcE opéroteurs exigcnt légitlrennnt de nouuel les inltlatiuce, lo
Conrnlsslon g travoille concrètemant en c€ qul Loncernc les tranafents
lnpoeoblec, le trovoll ô fagon, oertolnco Preatotlons de trancport et
ccrtalnc trovoux réallsés sun dce btcns tmubles. Ilans cc dernler
coa unc solutlolr prouisolre o êtÉ odoptée hler par le Consctl Eeus

forre d'une dêrogotion demandée por neuf Etats rmrùrec.

Lee I'llnlstres des finoncgs ont uluennnt rerTercie lo Coffinlsslon pour cÊ

trouoll de fond et procèderont ô l'examnn du bilorr ouant lo fin de cette
annêe.

Fiscol rté de l'€ÉForqlre

lrbnsleur |tkgstodt .r rntrodult ce suJet lor.' de io confércnce de Prgs§e
f lnolo on lndtquont qu'oprèt lot progrot do. tror.rouv GUr lo plon
technique il lr-rl «uqit poru nécessalre de folre le point au niveau

nnl lTlflilP

La Pre§rdencr. sst, In'€ que I'on nE peut prlullegter l'un ou l'autFe clB§

egstèmas dèfenctus por les Etots membres, le sgetànre dêclonatif ou lc
sgetêm de rËtunuê â lo eource. Il Est nÈcesüalre de Pourgulurc leE

trovaux ou I lLlI technique poun tnouuer unc forncrlc pcntmttont de

conË lncr I es ,l'Ju r ürJ lt iuaau conmunauto i rc.
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t43Y
pursuant to the concrusions of the Edinburgh European counci! on transparency, the council

began its meeting with a discussion on the economic and financial aspects of the Belgian

Presidency's work programme in a session open to the public (via televised broadcast)'

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO THE PEACE PROCESS IN THE MIDDLE EAST

The council took note of the commission's intention to submit in the immediate future

specific proposals for financia! support from the Community to the Peace Process in the

Middle East.

The council agreed that 20 million will be added to tlNS amount of ECU 7O million already in

The Council also agreed to examine urgentty the Commission's

assistance programme comprising loans and grants'

The Council recalls that the Community over the years has

of aid to the Palestinian population'

for a S-year

close to ECU 1 billion

The community plans for the coming five-year period also comprise substa\tial assistance to

neighbouring countries affected by the Peace Process'

the budget for 1gg3. This amount, to be financeo wiitrin the overafl 1gg3 budget through

transfers between lines, will be used to help establishin§'*n,"""*ry administrative structures

in Jericho and Gaza in particular for education and health,\elp in setting'up small entsfprises'

and food aid. \,




