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The Governments of the Member States and the Commisslon of the
European Communltles were represented as follows:

Eglgigp:
Mr Marc LEPOIVRE Deputy Permanent Representatlve

Denmark:

Mr Chrlstlan CHRISÎENSEN

Mr Mogens BUNDGAARD-NIELSEN

9slsslv:
Mr Franz KROPPENSTEDT

Greece:

Mr Evangelos KOULOLJMBIS

France:

Mrs Huguette BOUCHARDEAU

Ireland:

Mr Llam KAVANAGH

Ilely:
Mr Valerio ZANONE

lsrsslgglg:
Mr Robert KRIEPS

Netherlands:

Mr P. WINSEMIUS

Mlnister for the Envlronment and
Nordic Affalrs
State Secretary,
Ministry of the Envlronment

State Secretary,
Federal Mlnlstry of the Interior

Mlnlster for PubIic l,Iorks, Regional
Planning and the Envlronment

Mlnister for the Envlronment

Mlnlster for the Envlronment

Mlnlster for Ecology

Mlnlster for the Envlronment

Mlnlster for Houslng,
and the Envlronment

Reglonal Plannlng
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9e1!e9-5ing9ss:

Mr ldilliam WALDEGRAVE Parllamentary Under-Secretary of State,
Department of the Environment

o

oo

Comml ssion:

Mr Stanley CLINTON-DAVIS Member

The followlng also attended as observers:

§peis:
Mr J.-L. sAENz-coscuLLUELA Mlnister for Pubrlc ldorks and

Town Plannlng

lsrlgeel:
Mr Carlos PIMENTA State Secretary for the Envlronment

and Natural Resources

1-o7O9 e/BS (presse j.Bj.) hlp/MM/cc .../...
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LIMIT VALUES AND QUALITY OBJECTIVES FOR DISCHARGES OF CERTAIN DAI\üGEROUS

SUBSTANCES INTO THE AQUATIC EÎWIRONMENT

L. The council reached a large measure of agreement on the llmit
values and quality obJectlves for the 4 substances proposed by the
Commlsslon. However, one delegatlon reserved lts posltlon on the
lnctuslon of two of the substances (chloroform and carbon
tetrachloride) fn the proposed Dlrectlve pendlng further sclentiflc
examlnatlon in the llght of the criterla for Llst 1 substances as

deflned in the parent Dlrectlve (76/464/EEC).

2. In these circumstances, and pendlng receipt of the Oplnlon of
the European Parllament, the Councll lnvlted the Commlsslon to
reconvene the Sclentiflc Advlsory Commlttee 1n order to re-appralse
the evldence for these substances.

3. The Council will tal<e lts flnal declslon at its next meetlng
on the Envlronment ln the llght of the oplnlons of both the
Scientlflc Commlttee and the European Parllament.

1O7O9 e/85 (presse 1Bi.) hlp/MM/mJm .../...
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LIMITATION OF EMISSIONS OF POLLUTAI{TS INTO THE AIR FROM LARGE

COMBUSTION PLANTS

The council resumed its dlscusslons on the proposal for a

directive on the limitation of emissions of pollutants into the air
from large combustion Plants.

After a wide-ranglng discusslon it was forced to conclude that

views continued to differ as to how thls proposal should be dealt with.
It requested the Permanent Representatlves Commlttee to continue the

discussions in the light of the comments made '

AIR POLLUTION BY MOTOR VEHICLES

Fo11owlng the concluslons reached by the Councll in June on the

new emission values and the dates for thelr implementation, the

Council reached broad agreement at this meetlng on a number of more

specific questions whlch had arlsen ln connection with the finalLzatlon
of the text of the new Directlve.

However, Denmark malntained 1ts general reservatlon; moreover'

the Greek delegation, without going back on the agreement Greece had

given in June, wlshed to make lt clear that its final agreement to the

new Directive coutd be glven only in the light of appropriate measures

from the Commlsslon and approprlate proposals whlch lt would put to
the Councll, in llne wlth the polltlcat commltment agreed at the June

meeting regardlng the speclal- pollutlon problems experienced by Greece.

1O7Os e/85 (Presse L81) hlp/MM/mJm
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SULPHUR CONTENT oF CERTAIN LI9Y,IP FUELS (eas o11)

The Council carrled out an lnitlal examlnatlon of the proposal

for a Directlve amendlng Dlrectlve 75/7L6/EEC on the approximatlon

of the laws of the Member States relatlng to the sulphur content of
certain llquld fuels (gas o11). Itllth the alm of combatlng alr
pollution, this proposal seeks to reduce the sulphur content of
gas oils used malnly for domeStlc heatlng and as diesel fuel-.

Havlng concluded 1ts examlnatlon, the Councll lnstructed the
permanent Representatlves Commlttee to contlnue dlscussing the

proposal in the llght of the Oplnlon awalted from the European

parllament with a vlew to reachlng an agreement so that the Dlrectlve
could be adopted as soon as posslble.

1-o7o9 e/85 (Presse 181) hlp/MM/Ir .../...
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INFORMATION SYSTEM FOR THE CONTROL AND REDUCTION OF POLLUTION

CAUSED BY HYDROCARBONS AND OTHER HARMFUL SUBSTANCES DISCHARGED AT SEA

The Council recorded lts agreement to a Decision extending the
Community information system on hydrocarbons, introduced ln 1981, to
other harmful substances.

The information system implemented under the responslbillty of
the Commission will make available to the competent authorities in the
Member States the data required for the control and reduction of
pollution caused by hydrocarbons and other harmful substances
discharged at sea in large quantitles.

In addition to the measures already introduced for hydrocarbons (1),
the system will in future comprise an inventory, to be compiled
gradually by the Commisslon, of resources for intervention in the

event of a discharge at sea of harmful substances other than
hydrocarbons. It will be for Member States to collate and forward
to the Commission the information avallable to them which is considered
necessary for compiling the inventory.

fn addltlon, the Commission will gradually compile, in the light
of experience, a compendlum of information concerning the properties
and behaviour of harmful substances or groups of harmful substances
other than hydrocarbons.

(1) a list of national and joint plans for combating pollution
caused by hydrocarbons discharged at sea comprising a brief
description of the content of the plans and naming the
authorlties responsible for them;

an inventory of resources for combating pollutlon of the sea
by hydrocarbons;

a compendium of hydrocarbon properties and their behaviour
and of methods of treatment and end uses of mlxtures of
water-hydrocarbon-solld matter recovered from the sea or
along the coast.

1o7o9 e/85 (Presse 1-8L ) h.j-p/Mvt/bzb .../...
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USE OF SEI,,AGE SLUDGE IN AGRICULTURE

The Councll held an exchartge of vlews on the proposal for a

Directive designed to promote the use of certaln solld waste ln
agriculture by stresslng the agronomlc value of these products, ald
to lay down the precautionary measures to be taken to ensure that
such waste ls used comectly ln agrlculture so as to avold any rlsk
to man and the envlronment.

At the end of lts dlscussion the Councll stressed the lmportanee

it attached to thls proposal, notably ln the broader context of the
relatlon between the envlronment and agrlculture, and, notlng that
substantlal progress had been made, asked the Permanent Representatives
Commlttee to contlnue the discusslons to enable lt to reach ful.l egfee-
ment as soon as posslble wlth a view to the Dlrectlve belng adopted.

POLLUTION CAUSED BY THE TITANIUM DIOXIDE INDUSTRY

The Council contlnued its dlscusslons on the amended proposal
for a Directive on procedures for harmonlzlng programmes for the
reduction and eventual ellmlnatlon of pollutlon caused by waste from
the titanlum dloxlde lndustry.

At the close of lts debate the Councll noted that delegatlonsl
posltlons had not evolved sufflclently to enable agreement to be

reached, and requested the Permanent Repreeentatlves Committee to
resume lts dlscussions with a vlew to reachlng an overall solution.

1O7O9 e/85 (Presse 181) hip/Mlu/cc .../...

\ L\



9- 28129.Xr. Bs

ENVIRONMENT AND AGRICULTURE

The Councll held a prellmlnary general discusslon on the

environment and agrlculture.

Stresslng the lmportance of this question, the Council called on

the Commission to continue lts work ln this field so as to promote

the harmonious development of agriculture artd envlronmental protection.

In additlon, it was agreed that the Envlronment Council would

be kept informed of developments concernlng this issue. It was also

agreed that the Presldency would report to the Agrlculture Council on

this subject with a view to the Councllrs dlscusslon scheduled for
December.

PROTECTION OF FORESTS IN THE COMMUNITY AGAINSî FIRE AND ATMOSPHERIC

POLLUTION

The Council noted the current state of play and the progress made

within the Council (Agriculture) on the proposal for a Regulatlon

establishlng a Community scheme to provide forests in the Community

with increased protection against flre and atmospherlc pollution.

The Council noted that some delegations still had dlfficulties
with this proposal, and asked the Commlsslon to continue its talks
with the delegatlons concerned wlth a vlew to'seeking an overall
solution.

1o7O9 e/85 (Presse 181) hip/MM/mim .../...
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PROGRA},IME OF ACTION ON EUROPEAN EiWIRONMENTAL PROTE9TION YEAR ( 1987)

Subject to more detalled examlnatlon of the measules proposed,
the Councll welcomed the Commlsslon communicatlon on a programme of
actlon on European Envlronmental Protectlon Year (1987).

At the end of the lnltlal exchange of vlews, the Council qsked
the Permanent Representatlves Committee to contlnue 1ts dlscusslons
on this lssue and report back at the earllest opportunlty, lf posslble
before the end of 1985.

10709 e/85 (Presse L81) ory/D.lMl1r .../...
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MISCELLANEOUS DECISIONS

Isssergiel-p glr gv-el9-sge! gse-gs1sl

The Council adopted in the offlclal languages of the Communities

a Regulation imposlng a definltive anti-dumplng duty on imports of
basic chromium sulphate origlnatlng 1n Yugoslavia.

As the temporary mutual-restralnt agreement between Norway and

the Community on trade In cheese, signed on l-1 Aprll 1-983, was due

to expire on 3l- December 1985, the Council authorized the Commission

to open negotiations with a view to concluding a new agreement

between the European Economlc Community and Norway on trade ln
cheese.

§e gelg-EE9=Yel!e-EUelelel-Ere!e ggl

The Councll approved the text of the second EEC-MaIta Financial
protocol and decided to slgn lt; the signlng w111 take place within
the next few days.

The Protocol provldes for Communlty partlcipation in the

financing of measures to contribute to the soclal and economic

development of Malta up to an overall amount of 29,5 MECU, broken

down into 16 MECU in the form of EIB loans from its own resources and

l-3,5 MECU financed from the Communltyrs budget, of which 3 MECU would
take the form of special loans and 1O,5 MECU that of grants.

The Protocol will expire flve years after the first Financlal
Protocol , i . ê. on 3l- October 1988.

l-O7O9 e/85 (Presse 181) oty/D,llrt/Lr .../...
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ECSC

The Council gave its assent under the first paragraph of Artiele 95

of the ECSC Treaty on a draft Commission Decision (ECSC) amending

Decision No 73/287/ECSC of 15 July L973 concerning coal and coke for
the iron and steel industry in the community ( see the Press Release

from the Energy Councll on 11.XÏ.85 - fixlng the eligible tonnage for
1986 at 8,5 million t).

4ppg1l!ue!!§

On a proposal from the Confédération des Syndicats chrétiens de

Betgique (Confederation of Christian Trade Unions of Belgium7, the

Council appointed Mr François CAI{IUART{TA, General Secretary of the

Centrale chrétienne des Métallurgistes (Cnrtsttan Unlon of Metal-workers),
member of the Consultatlve Committee of the ECSC to replace
Mr Jean DOYEN, who has reslgned, for the remalnder of the latterrs
term of office, which runs unt1l 17 February 1987.

Moreover, the Councll adopted in the official languages of the
Communities the Decision appolnting members and alternate members of
the Advisory Commlttee on Social Securlty for Migrant VJorkers for the
perlod from 28 November 1985 to 27 November L987:

I. GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES

(b) Alternates

Belgium

Denmark

Germany

Greece

France

Ireland
Italy
Luxcnrbourg

Netherlands

United Kingdon

(a) !99!919
Mr F. CASSIERS

Mr A. TRIER

MT H. KAUPPER

Mrs M. KATSACTINIA

Mr H.L. ÎELLIER

Mr. J. DOIIINEY

Mr A. GALLO

MT A. DERATTE

Mr L. VOOGD

Miss J.M. RICHARDS

Mr R. DE PAUï,

Mr P. VORRE

MT A. SCHNEIDER

Mr N. MANASSIS

Mr A. ITIEURINNE

Mr E. McCUMISKEY

MT L. CRISTOFANELLI

Mr A. THILL

Mr N.G.C. van DONK

Miss K.E.U. BUrNT

Mr Ch. DENEVE

Mr N.O. ANDERSEN

Mr W. LAST

Mr P. TSOUKATOS

Miss J. GUIGUEN

Mr U.C. CONWAY

Mrs F. SELVAGGI

Mr G. SCHROEDER

It{T A.G. BLOEMHEUVEL

Mr R.F. MILLS

L0709 e/85 (.Presse l-81-) orylDJM/mcs



rl. REPRESENTATIVESOF EMPLOYERS' ORGANIZATIONS

(a) Members

IJelgi um

Denmark

Germany

Greece

France

lreland
ItaIy
Luxembourg

Netherlands

United Kingdom

Belgium

Denmark

Germarty

Greece

France

freland
Italy
Luxembourg

Netherfands

United Kingdom

MT L. FRANSMAN

Mrs H. SIMONSEN

MT F. SCHNABEL

Mr B. KRITIKOS

Mr B. CARON

Mr T.c. HARRINGTON

Mr C.A. MARZOCCHI

MT L. RECKINGER

MT G. VERHEY

Mr l,t/"G. ASHLEY

-ÏII-

Mrs M.-L. STORIÆ

l{rs B. JOHANSEN

Mr B. HEINZEMANN

MT D. GANGAS

Mrs M.J. BAFFOY

MT J. HARÎY

MT M. MASELLI

MT M. SAUBER

It{rs Th.M. SNELDERS

Mr M.D. RIDDLES

28/29.Xr.85

(b) Alternates

Mrs L. DE KEYSEH

MT P. SKIBELUND

Mr tfl. GLAUBITZ

Mr Ch. NIKOLAKOPOULOS

Mr P. de LAMER

Mr A.F. RICE

MT V. VALERIANI

Mr R. BEFFORT

Mr J.H. ZIT,ARTS

Mrs S. ANDERSON

(b) AlternaLes

Mrs A. DE KINDER

MT P. NIEI,SEN

Mr R.-D. ASCHENBECK

MT G. DASSIS

Mr F. BOUILLE

MT P. MURPHY

Mr E. GRECO

Mr J. MARCUS

It{rs M.J.Ph.A. CTERX

Mr J. MacGUAGAN

III. TRADE UNION REPRESENTATIVES

(a ) Mc:nrbcrs

Mr J.-L. STALPORT

Mr E. BALLE

Mr C. FAUPEL

MT I. PAPAMICHAIL

Mr J. .FABIANI

MT P. MERRIGAN

Mr G. TOSINï

Mr R. PIZZAFERRI

Mrs f. KETELAAR

Mr J.F. ECCLES

Mr E. LOOF

MT E. HEMMINGSEN

Mr Ul. KOHNE

MT I. PAIDAKAKIS

Mr S. CAPPE

Mr l,{. I{ALLACE

Mr N. di MEOLA

MT H. DUNKEL

Mr F. PRINS

Mr T.W. MAWER

Fi.nally, the Council appointed the

General Secretariat of the Council with

It{r Jean-Louis DEWOST (as legal
It{r Wolfgang PINI

It{:r Ulrich WEINSTOCK.

following Directors-General of the
effect from 1 January L986:

adviser )

10709 e/85 (Presse 181) ory/D.lltt/mcs
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NOTE BIO(g:) TgE TO NATIOML
COPIED TO THE MEMBERS OF THE

OFFICES
GROUP

.F3

pREPARATI0N ENVIR0NMENT CoUNCIL, NoVEMBFR 28 le85

(M. Berendt)

This weekrs Couneil will be clominated by prohlems of air
pollution, as ministers eonsider three meesures to limit at
source the ouput of sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides and other
polluting substanees . The three measures eoneerns

- motor vehieles
- large eombustion inst,allati.ons
- heating oil

MOTOR VEHICLES

Nine Member States agreecl in tuxembourg on June 27-28 on a
programme for the introduetion of strieter emission norms for
motor ears beginning in 1988. Donmark put a Deserve on the
agreement, arguing the need for American norms to be applied in
Europe rather than the European standards aeeepted by the other
Member States. A full text of the direetive hes now been
virtually finalisecl by offieials, hut Denmark eontinues to
maintain its generaf teserve.

The direetive has to be adopted by unanimous deeision, so
the Danish reserve will be a major pDeoceupation of the Councll.

The Commission aeeepts that the effeet of the Luxembourg
agreément in reducing emissions will be less merked in Denmark
than elsewhere beeause of differenees in petterns of car use
there (90km tnr hour speed limit on motorways, fs1 exampl.) but
sees seriorc dangers for the Comminrity's envirorunent if

'Denmarkts reserve bloeks adoption of a direetive whieh will lead
to a subst,antial reduetion in pollution for motor vehieles in
the Commurity as a whole.

The Commission is expeeted to make a statement to the
Cornneil outlining its intentions eoneerning cliesel vehicles and
speed limits, hÈ detailed proposals have not yet been
finelised.

Severel Member States support e British proposal unrler which
individual governments eould ohlige their manufaet,ttreDs to make
their ears so they could run on lead-free petro! at dates
earlier then those envisaged by the Commission.

I.ARGE COMBT§TION INSTALLATIONS

The Commission is keen to see serious negotiations on this
point I sinee power station emissions aeeount for a high
proportion of nitrogen oxide emissions - moDe than 40% in Italy
ancl the United Kingdom, foD instance - and of sulphur dioxide
emissions, where more then 7O% of Commrnrity output is produeed
by large combustion pJ.ants.



2.
The Commission's proposals fall into two parts:

- REDUCTION IN GL0BAL EMISSIONS, whereby there would be a
progressive eutbaek from all plant,s above 50Mw between l9B0 and
L995. ïhese recluctions would be on a national basis as follows:

sulphur dioxide
dust
nitrogen oxides

- EMISSION LIMITS FOR

to the type of fueL rced

- 609"

- 40%

- 40%

NEl{ PLANTS whieh would vary eccording
and the size of plant.

0n reducing global emissions, five delegations are resisting
the idea of harmonised reduetions, arguing that sueh an approaeh
cloes not take adequate aceount of the varying situation in
Member States. The five are ltaly, the United Kingdom, Greeee,
Luxembourg end lreland. The Commission aeeepts that special
problems arise for the small eountries, relating to their stagc
of economic rlevelopment, fueJ.s loeally aveilable and other
factors, but believes that Italy and the United Kingdom should
aeeept üte Commission's proposals if air pollution is to be
subtantially redueed. Ireland, Italy and the United Kingdom
also have doubts about the proposerl limit vaLues whieh would be
applled to new plants.

SULPHUR IN GAS OIL

This proposal, which was submitterl to the Couneil in July,
provides for a reduetion in the sulphur eontent of gas oil,
whieh is used for eentra} heet,ing, other fixed plant and
vehieles. The present maximr.m sulphur eontent is 0.5% anrl O"r%,
the higher figure being used where there is less pollution from
this souree. The Cornmission has proposed 0.1li with
authorization to reduee to 0.2% tn arees with severe
ênv ironmental problems.

The German minister is expeeted to press for lower limits,
an idea whieh other member States will resist.

DANGEROUS SItsSTANCES

A Commurity direetive already exists for eontrolling
pollution caused by diseharge of dangerous eheminals into water
Oe/get+/ttC). Council is now «liseussing a further Commission
proposal nhich provides a general fremework for Commrnity
action, streamlining proeedures so t,hat decisions can be taken
quickly and effectiverly when further produets need to be added
to the list. The proposal provides for the use of both limit
val.ues (wtrietr set limits on diseharge levels at feetories) nnd
quality objeetives (wtrich aim for cortain standards of prrritv in
the water) in applying the diroetivr..

The Commission proposes four speeifie substanees to be
regulated tnder this new proeedure. These ere DDT (used as
pesticide), pEMRCHL0ROPHEN0L (rtisinreetants, wood
preservatives), CHL0R0F0RM (the main constituent of chemicals
fgq_qgolants, solvents, fire extinguishers) ana CARB0N
TETRACHI-ORIDE (the main eonstituen[ for chemicals used in
aerosol propellants, plastie foams). Greeee, Ireland and the
united Kingdom ere resisting the inelusion of ehloroform and



t'
cerbon tetraehLoride on the grounds that these do not eonstitute
a senious enough danger to regulate in this way. The Commission

believes that they do represent a serious risk and should he

strictly cpntrolle<|.
EUROPEAN YEAR OF THE ENVIRONMENT

The Commission has submitted a peper to the Couneil
outlining Üre organisation and programme whieh it plans to
establisÉ for thâ European Year of the Environment (tggZ).

OTHER POINTS TO BE DISCUSSED I|{ÈUùE THE INFORMATION SYSTEM

FOR HARMFUL SUBSTANCES DISCHARGED AT SEA' whieh would extencl the
scope of the existing information system for hy(roearbons
discharged into the sea and is expeeted to be agreed in the
cornreil, SEIâ,AGE SLUDGE, e proposal internded to encourege
the recyeling of waste by promoting the use of eertain types of
solid waste in agriculture' TITANIUM DI0XIDE, a proposed
direetive eonsidered at five envirorrnent counei}s and

AGRICULTURE AND THE ENVIRINMENT' on the environmental issues
raised in the gfeen Faper on t,he development of the eommon

agricultural polieY.

t"n""o"rl, 
qô

H. PAEMEN Ecn/]EUR////
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Bruxelles, le 29 rPvembre 1985
NoTE Bl0(sS)ree(suite I et fin)AUx BUREAUX NATIoMUX
CC AUX MEMBRES DU SERVICE ;

- ---- -- - - -- -----_ -
gtûÆRûUE{r C0flCIL (æ tilOrBæR 1%5)G. Èradt)

Dnlng with few real
decisions, but having finalised the text of the directive on

motor vehicle emlqEions subject to Dsnlsh end - Uelatedll -
Gneek reserves after having tTre first serious Couneil diseussion
on poÿ{er station emissions. '

VEHICLE EMISSIONS

Ministers were able to finalise the text of the directive
implementing the June 28 Luxembourg egreement, but could not
formally adopt it because of the two reserves. A nunber of
technical points had to be elerified to setisfy the British
delegation. These provide a three-year additional period for
adop[ion of Europeen norms by direet injeetion diesel engines.
for medir.rn-sizecl ears (1996 For new modàIs, 1998 for new cars);
speeial speeifications for autometie transmission ears; and a

provision allowing a Momben State to obliEè'its own vehiele
manufacturêrs to maka cars that ean run on lead-free petrol from
Qetober I 1988 (new models over 2 titres), letober I 1989 (other
nert models) and 0ctober I 1990 (new ears).

The Danish minister refused to lift his reserve, erguing
that the effects of the Luxembourg agreement would not be strlet
enough in view of Danish conditions of ear u§e eld tyPe. He

stifl t{ented Ameriean valus§. This was despite Commission
proposals to heJ.p the Danes whieh would allow t,hem to
eompensete vehiele owners for fit,ting non-Polluting teehnology
to their ca3s, would commit the Couneil to decirle European stage
II standards for smaLl car§ by 1987 wit,h I'a signifieant
improvementrt on stage I norms and would involve monitorilg
teehnical progress to ensure that new development§ rlere quiekly
ineorporated into European standards.

Responding to the Danish positlon, Commissioner Stanley
Ctinton Davis said that the reserve meant that Derunark was

bloeking a elear environmental gain for other Member States ancl

for itsélf. It was a great pitÿ thet Denmark was lutting a

brake on progress. It would have been mueh better if 11e eould
have seen Denmark in the van of Progress rather than hanging
baek. However, the Commis§ion proposod to leave the offer open

in the hope that Progre§s eould be made.
./.
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The Greek reserve tras unexpeeterl, sinee an egreement a Neuf
had been reched in Jüne stating that the Commisslon would
exemine the particular problons of air pollution in Athens with
the Greek government. Diseussions have been eontinuing, the most
recent being in Athens between the Cornmissloner and the Greek
minister last weekend. Today the Greek minister told the
Council that e eommitment should be made by Commission end
Council to provide finanee to deal with the Athens pollutlon
problem through the economie instrlsnents of the Community, but
not through IMP or the Regional Fund.

In response to e French request, theTommission stated its
eommitment to finalise proposals on lorries, cliesel
particulates, teehnieal control and speed limits before the end
of the y'âar. The German deJ.egation reported the results of the
speed limit test reeently eompleted and the French minister
!,lme. Bouehardeau stressed the importanee of speed limits In the
interest of reducing pollution and inereasing safety.

LARGE COMBUSTION INSTALLATIONS

The British Minister William W4ldegrave..maintained the
stanee during the debate on large combustion installations t,hat
adoption of the Commission proposals for eutting down emisslon
levels would not be justified in terms of cost,/benefit. No one
could be sure of the eauses of forest diebaek. For many other
delegaüions, especially Ëermany, Frarne and the Netherlands, the
proposal ÿ{as a high priority. The ltalian minister tras anxious
èr: elbtai.n special rirrangements reflecting the particular
eircLrmstances of his eountry although it is one of the four
countries which bet,ween them procluee 85 % of the Communltyte
sulphir clioxidô emissions from large eombustion installatlons.
Greece, Luxemborrg anri lrqland all pleaded speeial conditlons.

An attempt, to agree the outllnes of a deeision to be taken
by June tO 1986 u,es unsueeessfule even at the level of nine
Member States (exeluding the UK),

DANGEROUS SItsSTANCES

There tras a larEe measure of agreemont on the proposed
framework dlreetive for controlling the diseharge of dangerous
substanees into water, but the inelusion of chloroform ard
earbon tetraehloride in the ennex was fiereely resistecl by the
British. Ihe Couneil agroed to declde on the. proposal at lts
next session in the tight of seientific studies on the two
clisputed substanees and taking aceount of the European
Perliementrs views.

INFORMATION SYSTEM FOR DISCHARGES AT SEA

This provided the only legally binding decision of the
Councll. Ministers agreed to the wiclening to other substanees
of the information system for hydroearbons discharged at sea.
The system is partieularly valuable in combating oil or ehemieel
spills.
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The Commissionts ProPosals for the Year reeeived an

enthusiastie response from minlstere, several of wtrom stresEed
the importanee of undertaking praetlcal,.projàets. C0REPER will be

ài"or"bfng the Arai[ t""oiutloir furtfrerr'in-tn" hope of'reaôhing "]d D'

e decision by the end of the Year. .'

SULPHUR IN GASOIL

Hopes"of progness in this proposal foundeced. The German

gov"rnm"nt was looking for a lower sulphur eontent than the
ôommission hacl proposàd, but other delegations (the United
Kingdom, Greece) eould not aceept a presideney ceompromi§ê, §o

the subject is refemed to COREPER.

AGRICULTURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT

In a brief dlscussion of the'green PaÊè!'r ministers weleomEd

the Commls§ion's belief that envirorunental eonsiderations should
play an important part in agricultural pollcy.- They also
làiâom"a the proposals for governing the use of sewage sl.udge in
àgrieulture, altirrough some further teehnical work is needed to
finalise the text. A diseussion on e monitoring system for
forest fires end acid rain met the usual British/Ge1man
oppositlon, arguing that there is no legal basls for the
proposal. 

_.

The eonsistent faetor of all environment eoureils' titanlun
dioxide, wes once again roferred to C0REPER.

end
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