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The Governments of the Member States and the Commission of the
European communities were represented as folrows:

Pglgtyg'
Mrs M. SMET

Denmark:

State Secretary for the Envlronment

Mr Mogens BUNDGAARD-NTELSEN state secretary,
Mlnlstry of the Envlronment

9grselr,
Mr Carl-Dieter SPMNGER State Secretary,

Federal Ministry of the Interlor

Greece:

Mr Constantin YITONAS State Secretary,
Mlnistry of PubIic lrlorks,
Reglonal Plannlng and the Envlronment

§pell:
Mr Javler SAENZ COSCULLUELA Minister for pubtic tJorks and

Town planning

France:

Mrs Huguette BOUCHARDEAU

Ireland:

Mlnister for the Environment

Mr John BOLAM

Ilely:
Mr Valerlo ZANONE

Mlnlster for the Environment

Minlster for Ecology
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lgrgslggre:
Mr Robert KRIEPS

Netherlands :

Mr P. II,INSEM]US

Mr tÿ.F. van EEKELEN

Igllgeel:
Mr Carlos PIMENTA

911!e9-5ilg9gs:
Mr lalllllam $IALDEGRAVE

Mlnlster for the Envlronment

Mlnlster for Houslng, Reglonal
Plannlng and the Envlronment

State Secretary for Foreign Affalrs

State Secretary for the Envlronment
and Natural Resources

Mlnlster of State for the
Envlronment

o

oo

Commlsslon:

Mr Stanley CLINTON-DAVIS Member
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LIMIT VALUES S FOR DISCHARGES OF CERTAIN

Pending the Oplnlon of the European Parllament, the Council
evorved a common approach on the proposar for a Dlrectlve on
discharges of certaln dangerous substances lnto the aquatlc
envlronment. Thls Dlrectlve lays down the maln features and deflnes
the basic prlnciples whlch must be applled to the flxlng of Ilmlt
varues and quarlty obJectlves for the substances in Llst r ln
Dlrective 76/464/EEC (partlcularly toxlc substances). It also
determlnes speciflc Ilm1t values and quallty obJectlves for three
substances, vLz. carbon tetrachlorlde, DDT and pentachlorophenol.

The councirrs ftnal declslon wlIr be taken in the rlght of
the European parliamentrs Oplnlon.

SULPHUR CONTENT OF CERTAIN FUELS (OES OIL

The counclt resumed its examlnatlon of the proposar for a
Directive arnendlng Dlrectlve 75/7L6/EEC on the approxlmatlon of the
laws of the Member States relatlng to the surphur content of certaln
liquid fuels (gas oil). At the close of lts dlscusslon, the
councll noted that lt was unable to reach agreement at that meetlng.
rt therefore calred upon the Permanent Representatlves commlttee
to continue to seek a solutlon and to report back for lts next
meetlng.

5467 e/86 (presse zB) kin/SMS/mc .../...
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LIMITATION OF EMISSIONS OF POLLUÎANTS INTO THE AIB FNOM LARGE

coMBUsrro.!-!!4NN

1. Eleven delegatlons took the view that ln the light
of the request by the European Councll of March 1985 there

hras a need for rapld progress ln reducing alr pollutlon
eaused by large combustlbn plants, and for early deelslons

on thls proPosal

2. To this end the councll dlscussed a proposal'nade

Jointly by the Presldeney and the commlsslon that future
work should aim at solutlons wlthin the followlng framework:

- the regulatlon of emisslons fror,r all new plant on the

basls of standards related to best avallabIe teehnology

noi involvlng exeesslve eost;

a two-stage approach for overall reductlons 1n emisslons;

the settlng of a communiiy target for an overall reductiOn

1n S02 emlsslons; thls would need to be substantial where

''substantia}l'meansanlmprovementonthereduction
envlsaged by the Helslnki protocol;

the setting up of approprlate prqratrmes' Member State

by Menber st'ate, fcr aehlevlng the overall reduction;

these programrDes would take account of the scale of the

emisslons from dlfferen,t, Member States, thelr contrlbutions
to overall pollutlon ln Europe and the speclal situatlons
(related to thelr stage of eeononle developnent the nature

of localIy available fuels and the overall effort involved);
and other relevant crlter'ia1

5467 e/86 (Presse za) kin/SMS/ran .../...
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to emisslons of NOx;

framework ln June 1986 and

later than 31 Decenber 1986.

3. The Council lnvlted the Commlsslon in consultatlon
wlth the Presldency to make further suggestlons ln the
Iight of the argunents put forward at thls sesslon for
lts sesslon on 12 June 1985.

The United Kingdom delegatlon reserved lts posltlon
pending conslderation of these further suggestlons.

USE OF SEïIAGE SLUDGE IN AGRICULTURE

The Councll resumed lts dlscusslons on the Dlrectlve on

the use of sewage sludge ln agrlculture.

The alm of the proposal 1s flrstly to promote the use of
certaln types of solld waste ln agrlculture by stresslng the
agronomlc value of such products and secondly to speclfy the
precautlons necessary for thelr proper use ln agrlculture 1n

order to avold any rlsk to human beings or the envlronment.

To thls end, the proposal provldes for the flxlng of llmlt
values for concentratlons of heavy metals ln the soll and ln
sludge, and the maxlmum quantltles of heavy metals whlch may be

added to the solI. It also determlnes the speclflc condltlons
for use of sludge.

At the close of lts dlscusslons the Councll noted that
eleven delegatlons rrÿere ln favour, whlle the German delegatlon
requested addltlonal tlme to conslder the matter.

5467 e/86 (Presse 28) xln/SMS/ran .../...
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LIM]TATION OF EMISSIONS OF POLLUÎANTS INTO lHE AIN FROM LARGE

COMBUSTTON PLANTS

1. Eleven delegations took the view that ln the light
of the request by the European Counell of March 1985 there

lras a need for rapld progress !n reduclng alr pollutlon
eaused by large combustl'on plants, and for early declsions

on thls proPosal.

2, To thls end the counell dlscussed a proposal'nade

Jointly by the Presidency and the coumlsslon that future
work should aim at solutlons wlthln the followtng framework:

the regulatlon of emlsslons frcn all neh, plant on the

basls of sLandards related to best available technology

no'u lnvolving excesslve eost I

a fwo-stage approach for overall reductlons 1n emlsslonsl

the setting of a comnunlty target for an overall reduetion

1n S02 emlsslons; thls would need to be substantlal where

||substantiall'meansanlmprovementonthereductlon
envlsaged by the HeIslnki protocol;

thesettingupofapproprlateprogrammes'MemberState
by Menber state, fcr achlevlng the overall reduetion;

these programnes would take account of the scale of the

emissions from dlfferent Member States, their contrlbutions
to overall pollutlon ln Europe and the speclal situations
(related to t,heir stage of econonle developnent the nature

of localIy avallabIe fuels and the overall effort tnvolved);
and other !"elevant criter'ia;
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comparable aetion in relatlon to emisslons of NOx;

declsions on a Dore speciflc framework ln June 1986 and

on detailed requirements not later than 31 December 1986.

3. The Council lnvlted the Commisslon in consultatlon
wlth the Presldency to nake further suggestlons ln the
llght of the argunents put forward at thls sesslon for
lts sesslon on 12 June 1986.

The United Klngdom delegatlon reserved lts posltion
pending conslderatlon of these further suggestlons.

USE OF SEWAGE SLUDGE IN AGRICULTURE

The Council resumed its dlscusslons on the Dlrectlve on

the use of sewage sludge ln agrlculture.

The alm of the proposal ls flrstly to promote the use of
certaln types of soIld waste ln agrlculture by stresslng the
agronomlc value of such products and secondly to speclfy the
precautlons necessary for thelr proper use ln agrlculture ln
order to avold any rlsk to human belngs or the envlronment.

To thls end, the proposal provldes for the flxlng of llmlt
values for concentratlons of heavy metals ln the soll and ln
sludge, and the maxlmum quantltles of heavy metals whlch may be

added to the solI. It also deJermlnes the speclflc condltlons
for use of sludge.

At the close of lts dlscusslons the Councll noted that
eleven delegatlons were 1n favour, whlle the German delegatlon
requested addttlonal tlme to consider the matter.

5467 e/86 (Presse 28) kin/SMS/ran .../...
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TRANS-FRONTIER SHIPMENT OF HAZARDOUS ITIASTE

The Councll reached agreement ln prlnclple on the proposal for a

Dlrectlve amendlng Dlrectlve 84/63L/EEC on the supervlslon and control
wlthln the European Communlty of the transfrontler shlpment of
hazardous waste.

The purpose of thls proposal ls to supplement the provlslons of
the abovementloned Dlrectlve as regards the export of waste for
dlsposal in a thlrd State, partlcularly ln the llght of an OECD

recommendatlon ln thls fle1d. It arnends the L984 Dlrectlve by

providlng ln partlcular:

that the thlrd country of destlnatlon must agree on the proposed

transfer of waste;

that the conslgnee of waste ln the thlrd country must have the

capacity to dlspose of such waste 'property.

The text whlch w111 glve effect to thls agreement of prlnclple
w111 undergo technlcal, legal and llngulstlc edltlng at a later stage.

NEId FORMS OF CO-OPERATION IN THE SPHERE OF I{ATER

The Commlsslon gave the Councll art oral progress report
concernlng work on the lmplementatlon of the Resolutlon of the Councll

and the Representatives of the Governments of the Member States,
meeting wlthln the Counclt, of 3 October 1984 on netrtl forms of
co-operatlon in the sphere of water. The Councll partlcularly
expressed its satlsfaction at the programmes already lnltlated ln
thls sphere.

5467 e/86 (Presse 28) kln/SMS/ep .../...
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ACTION PROGRAMME FOR THE EUROPEAN YEAR OF THE EIWIROI{IÿIENT
(MARCH 1987 - MARCH 1988)

The Councll then adopted the followlng Resolutlon adopting an
actlon programme for the European Year of the Envlronment (March 1987 -
March 1988) anA listened to a statement by the Commlsslon on the state
of preparations for the actlon programme.

This Resolutlon reads as follows:

I. OBJECTIVES

The obJectlves of the European year of the Envlronment
are to:

- make all communlty cltlzens aware of the lmportance of
envlronmental protectlon and, wlth that alm ln vlew, camy
out speciflc model envlronmentar protectlon proJects;

- promote better lncorporation and lntegratlon of envlronmental
protectlon pollcy ln the dlfferent portcles of the community
and lts Member states, ln parttcurar economlc, industrlar,
agrlcultural and soclal pollcles;

- emphasize the European dlmension of envlronment pollcy;

made and the achlevements
pollcy sLnce lts inceptlon.

IT. ACTIVITIES TO BE UNDERTAKEN

From a communlty vlewpolnt, and in order to achieve the
obJectlves referred to ln part r, the forlowlng actlvlties wlrl
be undertaken, in conJunctlon wlth the Member states' natlonal
committees:

- demonstrate the progress already
reallzed by Communlty envlronment

5467 e/86 (presse 28) kln/SMS/JJ .../...
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t. General awareness campalgns

The Community w111 launch aïrareness campalgns, preferably
centred on a llmlted number of key topics and dlrected at various
sectors of society, notably the worlds of educatlon, science and

industry, and natlonal, reglonal and local authorltles.

These actlvltles wlII lnclude lnformatlon campalgns 1n the
different media (TV, radio, fllms, press) ana other networks
(schools, arts centres for example), conferences, prlzes,
distributlon of publicity materlal, etc.

2. Model environmental protectlon pllot proJects

The Communlty will support the camylng out in the Member

States of speclfic proJects whlch can serve as examples and models

in the field of envlronmental protectlon, the rational management

of natural resources and the development of new technologles.

3. Pilot projects to improve monltoring of the quality of the
envi-ronment

The Community wiIl support model proJects almed at lmproving
monitoring of the quality of the envlronment ln the Member States
and at determining whether the obJectlves of Community envlronment
policy are belng achleved. The proJects wlIl relate 1n particular
to tralnlng and equlpping staff to carry out the monitoring work.

5467 e/86 (Presse 28) kln/SMS/jJ .../...
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III. ORGANIZ.A,TTON

The European Year of the Environrnent w111 be organLzed with
the help of the following coruni.$tees:

1. Commlttee of Patrons

This Commlttee w111 oonslst of emtnent public ftgures
known ln the Member States for thelr commttment to
envlronmental protectlon.

2. Advisory Steering Commlttee

Thls Commlttee wtIl be chalred by the Cgmmlsslon and

w111 comprise the Chalrmen of the natlonal Commlttees and
representative publlc flgures from the flelds concerned.

the Steering Commlttee wlII be responslble for the
general co-ordlnatlon of the prpgraûme and ensure coherence
between all the various actlvltles tp he carrlBd out,
referred to in pant II.

3. National Corunlttees

A, Committee w111 be set up ln each Member State,
composed of members representlng the various fterds concerped
by envlronrnental protectlon. fts chlef' task will be to
promote, support and lmprement natlonar proJects organized
for the European Year of the Environment ln the State
concerned.

rt w111 arso be able to colrect and adminlster prlvate
or publlc funds made avallabre to it by various groups and
bodies.

5462 e/86 (presse 2a) kln/SMS/mc .../...
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In particular lt w111 be requlred to ldentlfy projects
as mentioned ln part II that are suitable for Community
flnancing and to suggest any appropriate event or actlvlty
withln the framework of the European Year of the Environment.

IV. FINANCING

1. The actlon prograflrme, which w111 last until March 1gBB,
will be flnanced at Communlty level out of approprlations
from the General Budget of the European Communlties.

In pursuance of thls, recourse wlll be had:

in respect of activlties referred to under part II(f) to
the approprlations provided for ln Artlcle 666 of the
General Budget of the European Communltles;

in respect of the pilot proJects referred to under
part II(2) anO II(3) to the varlous funds already
aval}able to the Communlty (e.g. European Reglonal
Development Fund, European Soclal Fund, European
Agricultural Guldance and Guarantee Fund, Guldance
section); the use of appropriations from these funds wilr
be ln accordance with the fund rules applicable.

5467 e/aa (presse 28) kln/SMs/mc .../...
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i{EhI DIRECTIONS IN ENVIRONMENT POLICY

The Council held an lnitial exchange of vlews on the Commlsslonfs
communlcatlon on new dlrectlons ln envlronment pollcy.

The dlscusslon gave the Commlsslon an opportunlty to dlscover
the delegatlonsr lnitial reactlons on whlch 1t could base lts
proposals for the 4th envlronmental actlon programhe.

5467 e/86 (pnêsse 28) kln/SMS/ep .../.,.



r 6/7 .fir.86

MISCELLANEOUS DECISIONS

9!!gr-9es1e1eee-1l-!!e-slylrggss!!-es9!es

The Councll adopted, ln the offlclal languages of the Communltles,
the Dectslon authorlzlng the Commlsslon, on behalf of the Community,
to negotlate an amendment to the Convention for the preventlon of
mari-ne pollution from land-based sources to lnclude atmospheric inputs
into the sea.

The alm of the negotiations w111 be to draft either the text of
an amendment or the text of a Protocol to the Conventlon for the
preventlon of marlne pollutlon from land-based sources such as wlll
lnclude atmospherlc lnputs lnto the sea, and to ensure that the sald
texts include approprlate provlslons to enabre the communlty to
become a Contracting party.

The council also adopted, ln the officlal ranguages of the
Communitles, the Decision establlshlng a Community lnformation system
for the control and reductlon of pollution caused by the spiltage of
hydrocarbons and other harmful substances at sea (see press release
1o7o9/85 (Presse 181), p. 7 dated zB/zg November 1985).

5467 e/86 (presse 28) kin/SMs/ran .../...
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i c I e-! r el s _gr ! ! _ ! ! g _Ue g 1 ! 9 rrsl gg!- 9 9s!! ri 9 §

The Councll- decided to Slgn and adopté'd, l-n the off!.elal lângùàses
of the Communitles, the Regulatlons orl the côncluËion of the AgrËièmêt'rts
ln the form of exchanges of Lettebs (1986), hesbtlâted wrth AlË'é6Là,
Mofoccor Tuni-sla and Isràel 6n frult salad§ aitd wLth Aigéfla ôh
tomato concentrates.

Eele! lenE-sl!!-!!e-EII4-sege!119§

The Councll adopted, a§ the Jolilt Commünitÿ bbsttlorr u,lthttl the
I oint itonnml ttees, draf t Declslons

No 2/as of the EEC-Ewltaerlarhd/AuËtftâ iurnt CutrttttlttéëB - cdlrilltüitlt{itrahslt * ofr thé §prinlsh amd potntu§uesë tèxtË of thë AËr{ëêrtëHt
bèt'^reen the Eürôpêân Econotnlc comrnuhity and thu BwfSg doHfêdêhâtidË/Repubric of Austrla on the appricatlori-ôf. the füles oi1 §dttrrnüXtfÿtranslt, and amehdlng the .oppendreês to thÈ Agbëetheht

No 1'/86 of the EEC-§witzerland/Atrstrlâ Joiftt bottutrf tteës - cbdtmuriltÿtransit - amendln§ the A§reernent bëtwêeh tne Errlobeârl Ecoflorrrlc
Commrrn j tv and the Swlss Corlfederatlon/Repüb1ic of- etrsttld, oir theapplicatlon of the rules oh Cdmmtrrrlty trêfrStt fof lotvlnÊ theaceession of the !(lngdotn of §Pdth arrâ the Purtüluuse HËprrbilo. tothe European Cdrtniunltles.

Commerclatr PelIey

The Councll adopted, ln the officlal languâged of tÀe' eomrnunltlès,
the Declsion termlridttrng thê ailtl-durrrplng Èrocèëdtng ôôftëërfiins itnpb-rts
of dead-burned (slntered) nâturaI masfiesltë orL§lnâtlnd th thê Èeopleds
Republic of China ând North Konea.

ECSC

The Councll gave lts assent ufider Artlcle 54, sêcon& pârâëSâpfi A"f
the ECSC Treaty to the co-finaficlng of an lnÿestment pio.jeèt of SCÈÂô
Aktlengesellschaft, Essen, relatlng to the constructloh ôf ë nêril
41O M!{ coal-flred. genetatlng unlt at rdalsum.

5467 e/86 (Presse 28',) kln/sMS/ep
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CORRIGENDUM

the 1065th meeting of the Council

- Envlronment

Brussels, 6 and 7 March 1986

On page 5, read:

LIYIÏTATION OF EMTSSJONS OF POLLUTANTS INTO THE AIR FROM LARGE

COMBUSTION PLANTS

1 . IEe_ereeles!_pee:1!le-seJgrl!y-e!_Ues!er_§!e!e: rook
the view that in the llght of the request by the European
Council of March l-985 there was a need for rapid progress
in reducing alr pollution caused by rarge combustion prants,
and for early declsions on thls proposal.

to

2.
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Brue1lEs, Le 7 mers 1986
Note 810(S6)62 (suitE I et fln) eLB Bureu( nqtlonarot
e.e. eux mgmble§ du ServicE du Porte-Parole

ENYIR0Iü,|ENT e0tf{CIL' l,{AReH 6' 1986 (M. BERENDT)

;;";;.;; ;,;";,""-"";; ", 
.;," ;,;"; *-*,

envlrorment Lssues. Hinlsters agreed tn prtnetple to thE
dbeetlve concernlng..DANER0IS sUsTrf,NBEs rN tlArER: Ihey adopted
the text of rulea on the export of dangerous westes to
non-Commutity countries, csne close to e decision on the use of
sorage sludgà ln agrieulture ard adopted mee§ure,§ extendlng-to
othei dangeior.rs prôducts the lnformatlon exeharqe eystem rhlch
already éxlsts te help l.lember States combat hydrocerbon
pollution at sea. Eleven mlnlsters aeeepted nEw corunltments on
redrclng elr poltutlon from Powol stetlons. ib deeiston re§
reeched on sulphur ln gasoll.

DANGERbI'S SUBSTAI€E.T IN HATER

./,î 3

Council neeched agpeements along the llnEs of the Presidoney
compromlse. As envLeaged, three substqnee§ eDe tneludEtl : DDTt

pentheehlorophenol and earbon tEtrachlollde. ÿlork contlnues on
ctüoroform. 

n

As wetl as eottlng strlct ltmlts for misslons of thesE
srôstances from the faetorJ.es Prodrætng thon, the dlrEetlve - on
rhlch the Europe'an Pertlment has stlJl to give its oplnlon -
provldes e ner frqnercrk for thE addltlon of furthel -fangerous
srôstences. A totel of L29 chemlcale has been ldentlflad es

meetlng the crltEria; cadmlun end mercul), are alreedy covererJ by
extstlng leglslatton and ürE Comrnlsslon will now bc mektng
proposals on other substanees.

Ihe declsion marks imPortent PDogle§§ tn limitlng the
qolsslon to the environment of dangelous ehemlcals' eqeelally
those whlch are toxlcr- persletent and cunulative or rfileh have
carclnogenlc properties.

EXPORT $ DANGEROUS WASTES

-.-.-
Thls dlreetlve rl11 lntroducE lnto Comrnunty law a eomitrnent

already accepted ln ths 0ECD for controLllnq the export of - . -

dangerôus wastes. Ihls ls achlevEd by extendpg the §cgPa of the
Sevéso dirEetivE, whleh already lays down nules for s\lpptng
srrch wasto betweEn l,lqlber .States.

ThE dlreetlve ls based on three rnain prtndlples :

- hazardor" *"àte ean only be exportecl rith the prlor
consent of the inportlrq countrY;

- trenslt eouttrles may raisc obJectlons to rastes croeelng
thetr teultorÿi,

the inportlng eouTtry must have edeçate dlsPosel
facltltles for dealtng wlth the wa§te.

The CourelJ. also agneed that e Comntnrlty eourtry rtrleh was-

likely to .be affectEd-by the_disposal of. waste fn 1-n9.lgtùowlng
non-Cômmrnity cotgtry had a legal rtght to obJect lf the raste
had paesed through another Communlty eouttry.

.1.



SEHAGE SLUDGE

Thie le the flret Cmmunlty dtrsctlve eoncern!,ng the
envhonmEnt end BoLL. Elryen Member Statee wsre abLe to agree to
e Preel.deney eompromlse. ThE moesure Bneoureges the use of
oerage sludge but leya domr ltrnlts for the preeence of heevy
metale tn the eludge and tn the sotl where tt ts to be spreed.
Ihe text provldes for a Denge of velues for heavy metele ln
Boü, taktng accornt of the dlfferent levels et rtrlch certaln
elments naturally oeeut. Ths Garmen delegatlon domarded
etrlcter standatds, ln eertaln eeees hfuher then the levsLe
actually oecurrlng ln partlculer solls elsentrere tn the
Commurity.The Germen delegetlon w111 eeek to reeolve thelr
obJeettons wlthtn slx week§. Ths meesuEe would be e mlnimun
dlrecttve l.e. tlsmber Stetes rculd be free to edopt etenderds lf
they so deeided.

LARE CO.IBIJSTION INSTALLATIONS

Mlnistere est out thetr verlous posltlone on the
Conmlsslonte proposale for rduclng emlesLone froo porer
stetlons end later returned to dleetrss a Conmleelon mklng
pepo!. The Councü thcn adopted e statement rhlch began ae.
fotl.ore : nThe largest posslbte maJorlty of Membec States took thE
vler thet, ln the lfgftt of the request of the European Councü
of March 198r, thers-weg a need for rapld Plogress in reduclng
alr pollutLon eauaed by lerge combustlon plents and oÉ tàc need
for early declelona on thle proposaln.

Iho lJntted Ktrqdm formelly reeervd lte poeltlon trpendlng

eoneicleratlon of these futhsr euggestlonen.

The frrrther suggostione rere outllned ,n the mrldng Papel.
Ihe Councü invlted tJre Preeldmc), end the Commlsslon to neke
frcther ptog1ess tn the ltght of the argr.ments put formrd for
lte sesslon of ürnE 12. Ihe Commlsslon is eeEktng deelslona on e
fremework for actlon by Juna and on detailed lequlremsnts by the
end of the year. Mr Cllnton Davis weleomed thie devElopoent.
trElsven Member Stetgs have eceepted Üre need for reel progress
ln euttlng dowr pollution from pwer etetlone. Although.the
tlnlted Kirqdom deelded to etend on thls oeeesLon aslder I hope re
cen meke réal progrese ln Jrrne rtrEn re shall be puttlng fowerd
futher propealsn.

SULPTIIIR IN GASOIL

ThEre was a maJority ln fevour of the Conmlesionrs.;
propoeals for reduclng the mqÛorm eontent of eulphur in gesoll'
from 0.5 to 0.J per eent, wlth a further etÊ to 0.2 per eent ln
certaln regions, but the Garman delegation rde urable to acecpt
thle formulatlon, demerdlng rather that the lorer level ehould
be the Courmunlty rprm wlth derogatlons to allow leo§ strlct
etandards ln eome BDBao. Ihe lseus has been refemed back to
COREPER.

SELI.AFIELD

The lrish Mlnlster raleEd the Sellafteld quo§tlon' erd ih
Cllnton Davle respondd' outlJnlng the steps takEn by the
Commieslon ln esklng the Euratom expert eomrnlttee (tns nrttte
fl cmmlttee) to ExenlnE Commurlty pol.lcy etandarde ln relatlon to
the tncldente at SsllafLeld and ln eonvenlng an ad hoe comnl'ttee
to conelder the fEaetblllty of a Communlty nuclear lnstallatlone
Lnepectorate.

Aml.tl,es,
H. Pemen

z.

vw t ,_
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ENVIR0NMENT COUNCIL - 6 MARCH 1986 (M. Berendt,)

Thls Council promises seyeral decisions of importanee for
Èhe Commurity's envirorunent poliey' although politically more
contentious issues arE not expeeted to makE much time. Vehiele
emissions are not, on the agenda.

1. Dangerous substencês in water

Ministersæwili- be.-seeking a comptomise agreemeht on this
proposed directive. The legislation would lay down striet
standards on emi.ssion of certain dangerous substences into
water, the four substanees in question being DDT,
pentaehlorophenol, catbon tetrechloride anrl ehoroform. Ïhe
British have refused to accept the lnelusion of the seeond two
substances, but may well agree a formula wtrich inelutles the
first three but refers chloroform for further diseussion in
C0REPER. The British argue that there are not sufficlent
scientific Arounds for including chloroform in the legislation -
en argLrnent which is not aceepted by the Seientifie Advisory
Committee wtrich advises the Commission.

2. Sulphur in gesoil

The purpose of this measure is to reduce the maximun leve-l
of sulphur in gasoil (diesel) frqn 0.5 to 0.J per cent and to
allow a further recluetion to 0.2 per cent, in certain regions
with speeial pollution problems. The mesure is part of the
Commtnity's programme for reduclng alr pollution and may be
adopted, although the Danish delegation may ProPo§e strieter
norms on a nati.onel basis.

J.Transfrontler shipmen+- of waste

This Commission proposal would control the shipment of
dangerous wastes to third countries, ensuning that an importing
eountry had agreed to aeeep+. a consignment of such waste and

Èhat it had the equipment and capability for Eliminating it.
Alt delegat,ions aeeept the principle of the measuro' an
agreanent on the det,aile<l meesule is not expeeted. The Proposal
màrks an important step in proteeting the envirormentt
particularly in developing eot^oltries, from the export of
srôstances which are sr.bject to strict controls within the
Commurity



o' :::::: -:l:i::-::-::::::i::::
This measurer which shoulcl be adopted by the.councll, lays

ao*nr'spe"irie sienaarcls for the concentretion of heavy mEtals in
ttrà soif ancl in senago sluclge, while at the same time

"nÀo*"Eing 
the .oyËfing oF waste. At presenl 4r1n tonnes dry

*"igf,t 6f 6"*"g"-is'prodüeed in_thE Community, of whieh I'5m

[onË"" is spreâd on tn" lancl. The diffeljng demands of membEr

states eoneerninq-[]," aeeeptable limits for the heavy metals

wil.l coverul by à fourchette formula'

5. Large eombustion lnstalletlons

Progress on this Rroblem is still slow, with contlnuEd

resistance from [r,à irrit"d Kingdom to agreeing the Commlssion

Ëoàpà""i" for a ÈEduetion ln power station emissions and

l$llàntial rliffieultles for ltaly, Spain, holnnd and

Luxembourg.

6. European Year of the Environment

A resolution settlng out the arranganents for thls year will
he adoptecl as an tt1" point without discussion'

8. New direetions

leter t[[s year.

Amities,
H. Peqne .7onew //X/

--" - '' ''" '

Commi§sioner Cilnton Davis wlll introduce the Commlssion's

clocrrment settlng o,rt n", direetlons for thE envirorunent polley t
ànOJiring miniéters the opportunity. to. give their first
reections to the-prioriti"i'"s seen by the Commlssion. fri:__
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ENVIRoNHENT CouNcIL, HARCH 6,1986 (H. BERENDT)

SUB5TANTIAL PROERESS üIAS ACHIEVED AT THIS COUNCIL ON KEY
ENVIRONHENT ISSUES. I,IINISTERs AEREED IN PRINCIPLE TO THE
DIRECTTVE C0NCERNINE DANEEROUS sUBSTANCES lN t{,ATER. THEY ADOPTED
THE TEXT OF RULES ON THE EXPORT OF DANBEROUS I.JASTES TO
NoN-C0t'llluNITY CoUNTRIES, CAHE CLOSE TO A DECISION ON THE USE OF
SEüIAEE SLUDGE IN A6RICULTURE AND ADOPTED MEASURES EXTENDING TO
OTI{ER DANGEROU5 PRODUCTs THE INFORMATION EXCHANEE SYSTEH IdHICH
ALREADY EXI STS TO HELP HEFIBER STATES COF1BAT HYDROCARBON
POLLUTION AT SEA. ELEVEN I.IINISTERS ACCEPTED NEüI COTIMITMENTS ON
REDUCINE AIR POLLUTION FROM POUIER STATIONS. NO DECISION hIAS
REACHED ON SULPHUR IN EASOIL.

DANEEROUS sUB5TANCES IN IdATER

COUNCIL REACHED AEREEHENTS ALON6 THE LINES OF THE PRESIDENCY
COMPROI'lI5E. AS ENVISAEED, THREE SUBSTANCES ARE INCLUDED : DDT,
PENTHACHLOROPHENOL AND CARBON TETRACHLORIDE. I'IORK CONTINUES Où
CHLOROFORH.

A5 üIELL A5 SETTIN6 STRICT LIFIITS FOR EI.IISSIONS OF THESE
SUBSTANCES FRol.l THE FACToRIES PRODUCINE THEH, THE DIRECTM ON
üIHICH TI{E EUROPEAN PARLIAI'IENT HAs STILL TO GIVE ITS OPINION
PROVIDES A NEtl FRAt'lEl'l0RK FOR Tl{E ADDITION 0F FURTI{ER DANEERoUS
SUBSTANCES. A TOTAL OF 129 CHEI'IICALS HAs BEEN IDENTIFIED AS
MEETINE Tl{E CR ITER IA, , CADH IU}t AND },tERCURY ARE ALREADy COVERED By
EXISTIN6 LE6ISLATION AND TI{E COHF{ISSION t{ILL NOI.I BE F,IANIN§
PROPOSALS ON OTHER SUBSTANCES.

THE DECI SION FIARI{S IHPORTANT PROERESS IN LI TIIT IN6 THE
EFtISSI0N T0 Tl{E ENVIRoN}IENT 0F DANEERoUS CHEMr CALS, ESpECIALLy
Tl{05E TJHICH ARE TOXIC' PERSISTENT AND CUHULATM OR t'IHICH HAVE
CARCINOEEN I C PROPERTIES.

EXPORT OF DAN6EROUS üIAsTEs

THIS DIRECTIVE üIILL INTRODUCE INTO COMHUNTY LAüI A COI.II'II THENT
ALREADY ACCEPTED IN TI{E OECD FOR CONTROLLIN6 THE EXPORT OF
DANEEROUS hIASTES. THIS I5 ACHIEVED BY EXTENDINE THE SCOPE OF THE
SEVESO DIRECTIVE, HHICH ALREADY LAYS DOüIN RULES FOR SHIPPING
SUCH ttASTE BETI,IEEN }.IEHBER STATES.

THE DIRECTIVE IS BASED ON THREE I.IAIN PRINCIPLES :

- }IAZARDOUS l.IAsTE CAN ONLY BE EXPORTED IJITH THE PRIOR
coNSENT 0F THE IItpORTIN6 COUNTRy.,

TRANSIT COUNTRIES I,IAY RAISE OBJECTIONS TO I.IA5TEs CROSSINE
TI|EIR TERRIToRY.,

THE Il.IPORTINE COUNTRY I.IUST HAVE ADEOUATE DISPOSAL
FAC ILI TI ES FoR DEALI NE tll TH THE tdASTE.

THE COUNCIL ALSO AEREED THAT A COHHUNITY COUNTRY üIHIC}I I^IAS
LIKELY TO BE AFFECTED BY THE DISPOSAL OF I{ASTE IN A NEIEHBOURINE
NON-COHI{UNITY COUNTRY HAD A LEEAL RI6HT TO OBJECT IF THE I.IASTE
HAD PASSED TI{ROUEH ANOTHER COT,IHUNITY COUNTRY.



sEüIAEE SUUOOE

THIS IS THE FIRST COMIIUNITY DIRECTIYE CONCERNIN6 THE
ENVIRONI'IENT AND SOIL. ELEVEN }IEFIBER STATES UIERE ABLE TO A6REE TO
A PRESIDENCY COHPROI.IIsE. THE HEASURE ENCOURAEE5 TI{E USE OF
SEtlAËE SLUDBE BUT LAYS DOI^,N LII'IITS FOR THE PRESENCE 0F HEAVY
I4ETALS IN THE SLUDEE AND IN TI{E SOIL I.IHERE IT IS TO BE SPREAD.
THE TEXT PROVIDES FOR A RANEE OF VALUES FOR HEAVY METALS IN
solL, TANINE ACCoUNT 0F THE DIFFERENT LEVELS AT àtHICH CERTAIN
ELETIENTs NATURALLY OCCUR. THE GERHAN DELEEATION DEI.IANDED
STRICTER STANDARDS, IN CERTAIN CASES HI6HER THAN THE LEVELS
ACTUALLY OCCURRING IN PARTICULAR SoILS ELSEI*IHERE lN THE
COT,II.IUNITY.THE EERI'IAN DELEGATION ü'ILL SEEK TO RESOLVE THEIR
0BJECTI0NS 1{ITHIN 5IX l,lEEK5. THE t'IEASURE t',0ULD BE A t'IINI}'lUH
DIRECTIVE I.E. HEI'IBER STATES üIOULD BE FREE TO ADOPT STANDARDS IF
TI{EY SO DEC IDED.

LARGE COMBUSTION INSTALLATIONS

I'IINISTERS SET OUT TI.IEIR VARIOUS POSITIONS ON THE
CoMHISSI0N'S PRoPoSALS FoR REDUCTNE EHISSIoNS FRo]'l PotlER
STATIONS AND LATER RETURNED TO DIsCU55 A CO}.IHISSION üIORKINE
PAPER. TIIE COUNCIL TI{EN ADOPTED A STATEHENT t.IHIC}I BE6AN AS
FOLLOüIS : ..THE LAREEST POSSIBLE I.IAJORITY OF HEI.IBER STATES TOOK THE
vlEl,l THAT, IN THE LIEHT 0F THE REoUEST 0F Tt{E EURoPEAN CoUNCTL
0F itARcH 1?85, THERE t'As A NEED FoR RAPID PRoERESS IN REDUCINE
AIR POLLUTION CAUSED BY LAREE COI.IBUSTION PLANT5 AND ON THE NEED
FOR EARLY DECISIONS ON THIS PROPOSAL.-.

THE UNITED KINEDOTI FORHALLY RESERVED ITS POSITTON ,,PENDIN6
CONSI DERAT I ON OF TI{EsE FUTHER SUEEEST I ONS' ' .

Tl{E FURTHER SUEEESTIoNS IIERE oUTLINED IN THE IIoRKINE PAPER.
THE COUNCIL INVITED TI{E PRESIDENCY AND THE COMHIS5ION TO HAKE
FURTHER PROERESS IN THE LIEHT OF TI{E AREUI.IENTS PUT FORüIARD FOR
ITS SESSION OF JUNE 12. THE COIIMISSION I5 SEEI{INE DECISIONS ON A
FRAHEI.TORK FOR ACTION BY JUNE AND ON DETAILED REOUIREFIENTS BY THE
END OF THE YEAR. HR CLINTON DAVIS üIELCOHED THIS DEVELOP].IENT...ELEVEN }IE},IBER STATES HAVE ACCEPTED THE NEED FOR REAL PROERESS
IN CUTTIN6 DOI{N POLLUTION FROH POI.IER STATIONS. ALTHOUEH THE
UNITED KINEDO}I DECIDED T0 STAND 0N THIS OCCASION ASIDE, I H0PE l,lE
CAN I,IANE'REâL PROERESS IN JUNE I.JHEN üIE SHALL BE PUTTIN6 FOIdARD
FUTI{ER PROPOSALS'' .

SULPHUR IN GASOIL

THERE üIA5 A I'IAJORITY IN FAVOUR OF THE COH}II55ION'S
PROPOSALS FOR REDUCINE THE MAXII.IUM CONTENT OF SULPHUR IN EASOIL
FRoH O.5 T0 0.3 PER CENT, UTITH A FURTHER CUT T0 O.2 pER CENT IN
CERTAIN REEIoNS' BUT Tl{E EERHAN DELEEATIoN tlAs UNABLE T0 ACCEPT
Tl{IS FoRI.IULATI0N, DE|'IANDIN6 RATHER T}lAT THE L0},tER LEVEL SHoULD
BE TI{E CO}II.IUN ITY NORT.I LIITH DEROEAT IONS TO ALLOI{ LESS sTR I CT
STANDARDS IN sOI'IE AREAS. THE I55UE HAS BEEN REFERRED BACI( TO
COREPER.

SELLAF I ELD

THE IRISH J.IINISTER RAISED THE SELLAFIELD OUESTION, AND HR
cLINTON DAVIS RESPoNDED, oUTLININE THE STEPS TAI(EN By THE
COI.IHISSION IN ASNIN6 THE EURATOH EXPERT COH},II TTEE (THE ARTICLE
31 COHT.IITTEE) TO EXAHINE COMFIUNITY POLI CY STANDARDS IN RELATION TO
THE INCIDENTS AT SELLAFIELD AND IN CONVENINE AN AD HOC COI.IHITTEE
TO CONSIDER THE FEASIBILITY OF A COI.I}IUNITY NUCLEAR INSTALLATIONS
I NSPE CTORATE .

âTI IT IES,
H. PAE}IEN+
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