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The Governments of the Member States and the Commission of the
European Communities were represented as follows :

9slgiss,

Mr Marc LEPOIVBE

Denmark:

Deputy Permanent Representative

Mr Torben MAILAND CHRISTENSEN

9gygry'

Mr Walter KITTEL

Greece:

Mr EIias LYMBER0POUL0S

9Pgll
Mr Carlos HERNANDEZ

France:

Mr Jean CADET

Ireland:

Mr Denis 0'LEARY

Ilely'
Mr Paolo GALLI

!grglQgytg'

Mr Johny LAHURE

Deputy Permanent Representative

Deputy Permanent Representative

Deputy Permanent Representative

Secretary of State
for Health and Consumer Affairs

Deputy Permanent Representative

Deputy Permanent Bepresentative

Deputy Permanent Representative

Secretary of State for Economic Affairs
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Netherlands:

Mr A.J. EVENHUIS Secretary of State for Economic
Affairs and Foreign Trade

lg*ygel'
Mr Carlos PIMENTA Secretary of State

for the Environment and Natural Resources

Uri!e9-[i!sqer:

Mr Michael HOWARD Parl-iamentary Under-Secretary of State
for Corporale and Consumer Affairs

Lord LUCAS of Chilworth Parhameptary Under-Secretary of State
for Trade and Industry

o

oo

Commission:

Mr Grigoris VARFIS Member
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CONSUMER CREDIT

The Council again took up its examination of certain priority provisions
invol-ved in the proposal for a Directive relating to the approximation of
the laws of the Member States concerning consumer credit.

Significant progress was made, including in particular an agreement

on the rules relating to disclosure of information about the total cost

of credit. Further progress was also made on the question of the scope of
the Directive although certain points require further clarification at
technicaL l-evel. The question of the extent to which the creditor could
be held liable for default of the supplier of goods or services supplied
under credit agreements has been referred back to the Permanent Representatives

Committee for further examination. The Council reserved the possibility of
including this item on the agenda of the fnternal Market Council of
Lst December.
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INTEGRATION OF CONSUMEB POLICY IN OTHER COMMON POLICIES

The Council approved the following Besolution which will be formally
adopted after legal and linguistic finalisation of the texts:

''THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNTTIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the EEC,

l,,Jhereas Counci] Resolution of 23 June 1986 (1) considers that proposar.

for legislation should focus on those areas where there is a Communi-uy

dimension i

hühereas the aforesaid Resolution endorses the objective of providing
consumers with an increased ability to beneftt from the Community marker,

as an important step on the road to a ',Peoples' Europe', ;

Whereas the aforesaid Resolution underlines tne importance of promotrng

alternative approaches to regulations whenever they offer effective means

of significant progress ;

Whereas the aforesaid Besolution approves the objective of taking greater
account of consumers' interests in other Community policies, especially
those concerned with completion of the internal- market, in particular
regarding improvements to the quality of products and services, and

with agriculture, competition and transport ;

Whereas it is therefore important to take early measures to achieve

these objectives, which will help notably to strengthen the economic

and social cohesion of the Community ;

llJhereas the Commissi-on has forwarded a communication to the Council
entitled Integration of Consumer Policy into 0ther Common Policies ;

(1) 0.J. No C 767 of 5 July 1,986, page L.
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THE COUNCIL :

1. WELC0MES the submission of the Commission's communication, and notes

with interest its examination of how the interests of consumers could

in future be taken into account in the different areas of Community

policy, ant its analysis of the opportunities for consumers or their
representatives to make known their point of view ;

2. Without prejudice to further examination of the detailed guidelines
proposed in the communication, ENDOBSES the Commission's view that
consumer interests must be taken more fully into account in the

drafting of proposals affecting those interests, with due regard to
the specific nature of the policy area concerned ;

3. WELC0MES the decision of the Commission to take steps to strengthen

its internal coordination procedures to ensure that this need is fuIly
respected ;

INVITES the Commission in furthering these steps to investigate inter alia
the impact of proposals on the prices of goods or services, their
quality, their safety, the range of choice available to consumers and

the state of competition in the market ; to undertake such consultation
of consumer groups as may be necessary ; and to confirm for any relevant
proposal that these factors have been taken into account ;

CONSIDERS that the representation of consumer interests shouLd be taken
into account when deciding the composition of the Economic and Social
Committee, and that there should be appropriate participation of bodies

representative of consumers in the work of national and international
standards organisations when standards relating to consumer products
are discussed ;

BECALLS to the Commission the need to ensure that appropriate conditions
exist for the effective and duly representative consultation of consumers

on matters affecting their interests, so that consumers' priorities are
adequately refrected in the work of the Community, and notes that the
Commission will keep these matters under review ;

4.

5.

6.
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7. END0RSES the proposal of the Commission to submit periodically a

report to the Council on the progress that has been made towards

better integration of consumer policy into other Community policies,
including all the matters covered in this Resolution, and requests

that the first report should be completed at the end of 1987 ;

8. RES0LVES to continue discussion with the Commission on the matters

covered by this Resolution and by the Council Besolution of 23 June 1ûô,

in the appropriate Council bodies. "

INDICATÏON OF PBICES FOR FOODSTUFFS AND NON-FOOD PRODUCTS

Bearing in mind the interrelationship between unit-prrcing and

standard ranges, and in the light of its Besolution of L9 June 1979,

the Council invited the Commission to submit a report to it as soon

as possible and at the latest by the end of 1986 on existing Community

ranges for foodstuffs and non-food products, the possible revision of
these ranges, and the establishment of new ranges.

The Commission was invited to report at the same time on the possible
establishment of a specific list of foodstuffs prepackaged in preestabl:-shed
quantities, which will either be subject to unit-pricing or be exempted on

the grounds of their inclusion in ranges.

Once the reports have been received and studied by the Permanent
Representatives Committee, the nature of Community action in the area of
standard ranges and the two Commission proposals for price indication
will be reexamined by the Council.
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SYSTEM FOR THE RAPID EXCHANGE OF INFOBMATTON ON DANGEBS ARISING FBOM THE

USE OF CONSUMER PRODUCTS

The Council welcomed the Interim Report of the Commission and underlined
the importance of the Bapid Exchange Information System on dangers arising
from the use of consumer products in order to protect consumers against
serious and immediate dangers, to guarantee an optimum level of safety for
all the consumers in the Community and to ensure the full functioning of
the Common Market. This system constitutes a first step for an efficient
crisis-management at Community level in the area of dangerous consumer

products.

The Council endorsed the efforts made by the Commission for the
operation and improvement of the system and recommended to the Member States
to make full use of this valuable network at all Ievels.
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RENDEZ-VOUS DE MIDI DU 28 OCTOBRE 1986
v/3'3SuJets traltês

PREPARATION CONSEIL CONSOMMATEURS (C STATHOPOULOS )

Le Conse i I Consommateurs dont I es travaux débuteront dema i n àllhoo à Luxembourg donnera l'occaslon au Commlssalre VARFIS deprêsenter la nouvelle proposltlon de dlrecttve sur ta sEcuRlrEDES JOUETS.

ll s'aglt d'une directive de GARACTERE GLoBAL. L,ensembte desaspects de I a sécur I té des Jouets est ma I ntenant couvert àsavolr, non seulement les aspects de.la securlté mecanique etphyslque et de l'lnftammabl I lté (couverts par tes ancrennespropositions), mais aussi ceux-ci de ra sécurltè chimique et desJouets électriques.

Quant au fond, la propositron de drrectrve f rxe des ExTGENCESESSENTIELLES de sécurlté au nlveau du LEGtSLATEUR, mais renvoit àdes NORMES EUROPEENNES HARMON I SEES VOLONTA I RES SuT I esspéc i f i cat i ons techn i ques et I es méthodes de test .

Conformément a la nouvelle approche, elle lalsse au fabricant lechoix, solt de se conformer à des normes européennes harmonisées,dont la gestion des rrstes est conf rée à ra commrssron, soit dene pas su i vre ces normes et de fa I re agréer un modè | e de jouetpar un organ I sme de contrô I e.

Quant au caractère volontaire des normes, I I faut signarer quedepuis 1983, le comitë Européen de normarsatron (cEtty 6 adoptéde nouvelles regles prévoyant l'adoption des normes à la majoritéet l'obligation pour tous res Etats d'assurer reur transpositronen normes nationales. L'homogenelté dans l,interprêtation etl'application de ces normes serart donc marntenant possibre.
Les autres points de t,ordre du Jour :

Lors de sa session du 6 mar, re conser r, en adoptant uneRésolution sur ra poritique à r'égard des consommateurs a eu|'occasion d'approuver res objecti rs génêraux proposês par racommission pour les années à venir; rlun de ceux-ci vise unemei I leure INTEGRATION de la POLITIQUE à l'êgard des CoNSOMMATEURSdans les AUTRES PoLITIQUES CoMMUNES. pour repondre au souhait duconsei l, la commission vient d'adresser au consei I une
commun i cat i on qu i trace des perspect i ves d,aven i r.
En premier lieu, la commisslon considere que la dèmarche estenvlsagée sur deux plans distincts bien que complémentaires :

tout d'abord, comment mleux tenlr compte des lntèrêts des
consommateurs dans la preparation des propositions de lacommission et lors des déclsions prlses par te consei I ?

ensuite, comment permettre une expression et uneconsultation accrue des représentants des consommateurs ?

Le premier niveau concerne essentiellement Ie contenu despropositions et des déclsions, le second a trait aux procédures
de consu I tat i on.



Efl de,uxràne r reu, r r convrent de rappeler Que ra pr rse en comLdes lntérêts des consommateurs dolt tenrr compte de ra naturespéclflque des polltlques communes envlsagêes. sl certatnesd'entre-e r r es, êo mat r ère de marché r ntér r eur, de santé oud'envlronnement par exempre, nécessrtent une assez large prrse encomp"te des rntérèts des consommateurs, d,autres, en matrèred'agrlculture ou de relatlons commerclares extêrleures, résultentd'arb l trages de portée p l us l arge, prenant en cons l dêrat r ond'autres préoccupatlons largement I lées à la sltuatlon économlquegénéra I e.

Crédlts à la consommatlon : La dlscusslon se concentrera sur :

te champ d,appilcatlon de ta dlrectlve (l t n,y a pasd'accord entre res Etats membres sur ra r rste des crédrtsqu I sera lent exc lus de la d lrect lve) .;

le coÛt total du crédlt poua'le consommateur (la commlsslonpropose que res contrats de crédrt mentronnent re tauxannue I des fra I s) , et
la responsabl I lté conjolnte ( la Commlsslon propose quelorsqu'l r exlste une forme querconque de l ren entre revendeur et le prêteur, ces deux partles solentconJolntement et sol ldalrement responsables).

Lors de ra sessron du conserr du 6 mar, ra drscussron a fartapparaltre un dêsaccord entre !u" délêgatrons sur les condltlonsd'ex.empt lon des gammes de quant I tés.
Afrn de facr r rter ra recherche d,une sorutron, ra commrssron aproposê en septembre un compromls vlsant à exempter au nrveau deI a communauté un max rmum de gammes commu.nauta r res, | â r ssant auxautorrtés natronares re chori entre re prrx à r,unrtê etl'exemptlon de gammes de quantrtês dans res autres cas.
La commrssron consrdère que tout travar r urtérreur en matrère destandardlsatlon des gammes, comme le dernande la présldence alnslque prusreurs autres dérégatrons, nêcessrte que sort aupréalabrement défrnres teÀ condrtrons d,exemptron des gammes.

Enfln, re conser r sera sarsr d,un rapport de ra commrssron sur resystème d'échange raplde d'lnformatlons sur les dangers découlantde rutr r rsatron des produrts de consommatron.

Matérlet dtffusé :

(volr ausst BtO(86) 123)

La communautê arrête des mesures én faveur despopuratrons parestrnrennes des terrrtorres occupésAlde d'urgence en faveur des FOpUratrons du Vretnamvlctlmes du typhon WAYNEAlde atimentatre à dlf férents pays
Rêsumé du drscours de M. cr rnton-Davrs à Londres sur| 'a I de communauta r re aux chant r ers nava r s + texteI ntégra I

Résumé du dlscours de M. Cl lnton Davls à Blackpootsur la pol tutlon de l,alr.
83 Un nouvel effort
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REF:

E. E. E. BRUXELLES EPP46 - E. P. P.
E. E. I^IÊSHINETON - hIASHINGTEN
lB z 41 3A- l ra-86 0O'Zr[r 1 1498r - ArAü"41 15541

TLX NR. P47B3g-BIO EERL T/T9

BRUXELLES, LE 3tA ECTOBRE 1986

(sUITE 1 ET FTN) âUX BUREÊUX NÊTIENAUX
DU SERVItrE DU PERTE-PÊROLE

EONSEIL CONSCIMMÊTEURS DU 3IA OETOBRE 1986 (C. STÊTHOPOULOS)

''Lâ EOMMISSION Ê PRESENTE SÊ PROPCISITION DE DIRECTIVE EONÊERNANT LÊ
SEEURITE DES JOUETS âFRES CONSULTATICIN DES EXPERTS NATIONAUX, DES
REPRESENTANTS DES ORGANISATIONS DES CONSOMIVIÊTEURS, DE L' INDUSTRIE
ET DE LA DISTRIEUTION. ELLE â DU ELABORE UN NT]UVEÊU TEXTE â EE
SUJET, AFIN DE TENIR COMPTE DE LA ''NEUVELLE êPPROCHEI' EN MATIERE
D' HâRMONISATIBN TEEHNIEUE ET DE NORMALISAT]ON! EOMI4E LE CONSEIL LE
LUI Ê DEMâNDE EN SEPTEMBRE 1985. LA EOMMISSION A ACCOMPLI CE

TRÊVAIL DANS DES BREFS DELÊIS, EOIYIPTE TENU DU FAIT OU' IL S'AGIT LA
D' UN SUJET EXTREMEMENT CEMPLIGUE' 

"
C'EST âINSI OUE LE COMMISSAIRE G. VARFIS A CEMMENTE Lâ REEENTE
PREPOSITION SUR LA SECURITE DES JT]UETS LORS D' UNE CONFERENtrE DE
PRESSE A L' ISSUE DES TRÊVAUX DU CONSEIL EONSOMMATEURS. M. VÊRFIS
AVâIT PRESENTE ÊVANT Lâ DIREETIVE ÊUX MINISTRES EUI ONT EXPRIME
LEUR SÊTISFAETION PEUR SON ELABORATION,

LE CONSEIL Ê EGALEMENT ETE 5AI5I DE LÊ COMMUNICATItrN DE LA
CEMMISSIT]N SUR L' INTEGRATION DâNS LES AUTRES POLITIOUES DE LA
POLITIGUE A L' EGÊRD DES CONSOMMâTEURS. UNE RESOLUTITIN âDOPTEE
âppRCIUVE LES GRANDES LIGNES DE CETTE CEMI'IUNICATION ET INVITE LA
trOMMISSION Ê ETUDIER NETAMMENT L' INCIDENEE DES PROPOSITIONS SUR LE
PRIX DES BTENS ET DES SERVIEES, LEURS OUALITE ET LEUR SURETE.

Lâ DISCUSSIEN SUR LES CREDITS A LA CONSOMMâTION ET L' INDICATION DES

PRIX N'A PAS ETE EONELUSIVE ET LE COREPER A ETE CHARGE DE

POURSUIVRE L' EXAMEN DE EES DEUX PRCIPOSITIONS'

\

/



NEANMOTNS CERTAINS PROCRES ONT ETE REÊLISES EN CE EUI CTNCERNE LES

CREDITS Ê LÊ CONSOMMÊTIEN. LÊ DIRECTIVE SI ÊPPLIGUERêIT AUX

CONTRATS DE CREDIT PORTÊNT SUR DES MONTÊNTS SUPERIEURS â EIZIE ET

INFERIEURSÊela.ülzlüECUS.LÊNECESSITEDEFIXERUNTAUXêNNUEL
EFFEETIF ELOBAL NE SEMBLE PLUS ETRE EONTESTEE. PÊR CDNTRE' DEUX

DELEGATIONS (NL ET F) ESTIMENT EU' IL NE SE JUSTIFIE PAS DE RENDRE

LE PRETEUR RESPONSÊBLE DES FâUTES DU FOURNISSEUR' TêNDIS EUE

D, AUTRES (NL ET DK) NE VEULENT PÊS INELURE LES SERVIEES DANS LE

CHAMP D, ÊPPLIEATION DE LA DIREETIVE. LES DANOIS MAINTIENNENT ENFIN

UNE RESERVE GENERÊLE SUR CETTE PROPT]SITION.

LORS DE LÊ EONFERENEE DE pRE§SE' M. VÊRFIS A ESTIME ouf IL ETAIT

REÊLISTE DE PENSER TIUE CETTE DIRECTIVE POURRÊIT ETRE ADOPTEE DI ICI
Lê FIN DE L' ÊNNEE.

AMITIES.

H. PAEMEN, END

REPLY T0: et877 C0MEU B

94ÊIËIA TLGBLD Ê/

++++
NNNN


