
-1

1406th Council meeting

- Industry -

Brussels, 28 May 1990

COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

GENERAL SECRETARIAT

PRESS RELEASE

ton/HM/mm

6617190 (Presse 29)

Pres ident : Mr Desmond J. OTMALLEY

Minister for IndustrY
and Commerce of Ireland

6617/9O (Presse 74 - G) EN



-2-

The Governments of the Member States and the Commission of the European

Communities were represented as follows:

28. V. 90

ton/Hl,l/mm

Be lgium

Mr lrtrlly CLAES

Denmark

Mrs Anne-Birgitte LUNDHOLT

Ç-e_Lrngny

Mr HeImut HAUSSMANN

Mr Dieter VoN wÜRzEN

Greece

Mr Stavros DIMAS

lPqrn

Mr Claudio ARANZADI

l1q!cu

Mr Roger FAUROUX

Irqla49

Mr Desmond J. O'MALLEY

Mr Mrchael SMITH

Minister for Economic Affairs

Minister for Industry

Federal Minister for
Economic Affairs

State Secretary,
Federal llinistry of
Economic Affairs

Minister for Industry,
Energy and Technology
Ministry of Industry

Minister for Industry and Energy

Minister for Industry and
Town and Country Planning

Minister for Industry and
Commerce

Minister of State at the
Department of Industry and
Commerce
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I raly

Mr Adolfo BATTAGLIA

_Lrxembourg

Mr Robert GOEBBELS

Ne_t herl ands

Mr P.C. NIEMAN Ambassador,
Permanent Representative

Po rt uga I

Mr Luis ALVES MONTEIRO State Secretary for Industry

tJni ted Kingdom

Srr Davrd H.A. HANNAY Ambassador,
Permanent Representative

o

oo

Commissron

Mr Martrn BANGEMANN Vice-President
Sir Leon BRIÎTAN Vice-President
Mr Antonio CARDOSO E CUNHA Member
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SMALL AND MEDIUM-SIZED ENÎERPRISES

Otr the basis of Commission working documents, the Council discussed measures to
assist small and medium-sized enterprises, viz. promoting their particlpation ln
public procurement in the Community and in Community activities in the field of
researctr and technological development.

It approved the conclusions set out below for the two sectors.

Promoting SME particioation in public procurement

in the Community

The Counci I

L welcomes the Commissionrs presentation and invites the Commission to continue
to examine measures and to make recommendations to promote increased access of
SMEs to public contracts, taking into account the objectives of the policy of
open and efficient public procurement;

2. requests the Commission, in consultation h,ith Member States, to continue to
vÿork to clarify the definition of SMEs in this and other frameworks;

urges the Member States to encourage their public authorities to take account
of the categories of measures (other than those of a discriminatory nature)
discussed in the Communication in reviewing and implementing thelr public
procurement procedures;

stresses that there is a need for actively promoting and assisting SI.lEsr

participation in public procurement. Existing networks and agencies should be

used toh,ards this end; the Commission should look in particular at the use of
the Euro Info Centres and BC-NET and an improvement in the lED System as a

means of disseminating information and promoting and assistlng transnational
t ende ring;

3.

4.
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5. emphasises the need to introduce transparency into alI procedures relatint to

public procurement;

6. requests the Commission to study the problems which face SMEs in tendering

for Iarge contracts;

7. asks the Commission to study and analyse various qualification and procedural

requirements imposed by contracting authorities, which restrict SME

participation, with a view to examining the possibility of drawing up

standardised qualification requirements and simplified tendering procedures

on a Community-wide basis;

8. urges the Commission to consider appropriate experiments and pilot projects,

to study and evaluate their results and make more detailed recommendations on

appropriate measures in this area;

notes the Commissionrs intentions to study appropriate and positive measures

to prevent any serious risks directly associated with the implementation of

open public procurement and in promoting its application at regional level;

seeks early progress on the implementation of the Compliance Directive (i.e.
to increase guarantees of openness and non-discrimination and to ensure that

practical arrangements exist for the redress of problems encountered in the

tender procedures);

1 l. requests the Commission to monitor on an on-going basis the participation of

several categories of size of SMEs in public procurement, and to report
perrodically to the Council on the matter;

12. requests the Commission to increase co-operation with Member States in
proposing measures to facilitate increased access of SMEs to public
procurement.

10.
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SME Participatiqn in Community activities in the field of
research and technological development

The Council

1. welr-'omes the Commission's working document on efforts to encourage further
partieipation of SMEs in Community R&ÎD programmes within the general
obiectives of these programmes;

2. requests the Commission to continue to work in consultation with Member States
to cLarify the definition of sMEs in this and other frameworks;

3. llrges the Commission to intensify its efforts to increase SME participation in
these programmes, especially in those projects which are closest to the
industrial stage;

4. welcomes the Commissionrs pilot actions adapted to the needs of SMEs such as

CRAFT and the BRITE-Euram feasibility awards and, if their evaluation is
positive, a8rees to consider their extension to all relevant prograrmes on a
permanent basis;

5. considers that continuing attention should be given to improving the situation
for SMEs in the areas of information on Comrnunity R&TD Prograrrnes, the
Commission's ohrn administrative arrangements and procedures in relation to
these programmes and the cost/comprexity of preparing apprications;
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6. asks in this context that particular consideration should be given to the

development of research infrastructures in the peripheral regions of the

Community in the context of Structural Funds (such as the STRIDE programme) to

allow for greater SME participation in Community research programmes in these

regions;

7. rakes note of the intention of the Commission in the implementation of the R&D

framework programme 1990-1994 to propose improved measures for the

dissemination and exptoitation of results taking account of the specific

requirement of SMEs;

L requests the Commission to report periodicalty to Council on the participation

of drfferent cate8ories of size or types of SMEs in R&ÎD programmes;

9. requests the commission to increase co-operation h'ith Member states in

proposing measures on SMEsr activities in the field of R&TD.
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_Improvepent of the business enyirqnment in the Community

The Council heard Commissioner CARDOSO E CUNHA presenting the Cormission report
on the impact of Community Iegislation on business with special regard to SMEs,

and took note of the various actions undertaken by the Commission to improve the
adminrstrative, Iegal and tax environment for businesses.

The Council asked the Commission to continue its activities in these areas and,

rf necessary, extend them to other sectors.

It agreed to examine in a constructive manner the proposals which the Commission

had submitted or intended to submit in the areas concerned.

It also asked the Member States to take more systematic account of the objective
of j.mproving the business environment in the administrative, Iegal and tax areas

when adopting a position on specific legislative proposals from the Commission.
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4d-TU_rsrrative simplification in favour of small and medium-sized enterprises ln

1_Ir t'__Uer ! ç r_§! s!§_g

Having received the Opinion of the European Parliament, the CounciI, acting on

the basrs of the amended Commission proposal, adopted the Recommendation relating
to the rmplementation of a policy of administrative simplification in favour of

smaII arrd medium-sized enterprises in the Member States. Member States are

therefore recommended :

- to rmplement programmes of administrative simplification in favour of
busrnesses, involving aII competent public bodies;

- to ensure that the above arrangements relate to both new legislative proposals
and existing Iegislation, the removal of redundant legislation and the
adaptatron of legislation which no longer reflects economic and social reality;

- to strive to ensure that, for aII draft laws and regulations, an examination is
also made, at an initiat stage, of their necessity, effectiveness and
irrtellrgrbilrty vÿhere such drafts are likely to increase the administrative
burden on enterprises; this should be similar to the examination undertaken by
the Commission on the impact of Community legislation, in particular, on small
to medrum-sized enterprises (impact assessment) ;

- to pay particular attention to the following points:

(a) modernizatron of the organization of administrative departments, in
particular of services in contact with enterprises, with a view to
improving the co-ordination of the various departments, their efficiency
and speed of response;

(b) rmprovement of procedures by the standardization and reduction in numbers
of forms and returns used in the fields of accountancy, taxation, social
affairs and stat ist ics ;

(c) establishment, where appropriate, of one-stop shops providing guidance on

the overall formalities to be observed on the creation of an enterprise;

(d) replacement of as many formal decisions as possible by procedures involving
non-opposition, according to hrhich at the end of a certain time-Iimit from
the receipt of the application the absence of a reaction on the part of the
competent authorities is taken as a decision;

(e) lmprovement of the information to small and medium-sized enterprises, for
example by the publication of vade mecums, brochures and administrative
organization charts;

(f) consolidation or compilation of national legislation, to make it more
easily understandable for enterprises;

(g) where necessary, the development of special simplified administrative
implementrng measures for SMEs;
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- to create or maintain an appropriate body for consultation between the
representatives of business, including smalI and medium-sized enterprises, and
the administration, with a view to promoting the simplification of
adminrstrative procedures and of legislation;

- in implementing the above, not to prejudice the legal rights of workers and
third parties;

- to inform the Commission of major achievements in the field of administrative
simplification, problems encountered and initiatives proposed so that the
Commrssion can ensure that aIl Member States are fully aware of developments
and possibilities in this matter;

and the Commission is asked:

(a) to put into practice within its own Institution the points contained in
this Recorunendation and to inform the Member States of the main
achievements;

(b) to bring forward a plan for examining the impact of existing Cormunity
legislation and to identify areas where this Iegislation is particularly
burdensome;

(c) to simplify access for SMEs to the structural Funds and to Community
research and development progranEnes as well as to other Community
proSratnmes;

(d) to set up arrangements for consulting the representatives of businesses on
the various aspects of the programme for administrative simplification;

(e) to continue improving the fiches d'impact in the Comnission framework and
to publish them;

(f) to examine the scope for reducing overlap between the administrative
formalities to be completed by enterprises uhen they carry on their
activities in another country;

(g) to submit a regular report on Community and national measures relating to
administ rat ive s impl if icat ion.
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PRESENTATION OF THE GENERAL OBJECTIVES FOR STEEL - 1995

The Council heard an introductory statement from Vice-President BANGEMANN on the

general objectives for steel 1995 which

- began by defining the qualitative scenario, making an attempt to identify the

factors which could be crucial to the development of the steel industry over

the next few years

- then dealt with the analysis of, and quantitative forecasts for, the steel

products market within the Community in 1992 and 1995 and examined the outlook

for rnternal demand using two kinds of forecasting approach

- concluded by examining the market for the main factors of production, making an

analysis of future trends on the rarv materials markets and in energy inputs and

of the kinds of workforce skills and investment that would be required by the

steel rndustry.

The Council held an exchange of views in the course of which the Member States

wr'lcomed the fact that these policy guidelines had been put forward and made

comments on the obiectives set by the Commission.

The Council concluded the discussion by asking the Commission to take account of

the comments made by Member States today in its further proceedings in relation
tc, steel.

6617/9O (Presse ?4 - G) EN



-12-

28. V. 90

ton/HM/tb

SHIPBUILDING

The Council heard a statement from Vice-President BRIÎÎAN introducing the

Commission proposal for a 7th Directive on aid to shipbuilding.

Essentially, the proposal extends the aid policy in this sector for two years

Iâ,ith certain amendments relating mainly to degressive aid ceilings, aid levels
for small vessels, the end of the transitional amangements for Spain and

Portugal and a number of more technical amendments.

The Council discussed the various aspects of the Comnission proposal and

tnstructed the Permanent Representatives Committee to examine it without delay so

that a decision could be taken before the end of the year since the 6th Directive
was due to expire on 31 December.

The Council also noted that the Commission had iust submitted a proposal for
drrectives for Community participation in the negotiation of an international
arrangement within the OECD to eliminate subsidies for shipbuilding.

Tlte Council agreed to take a decision on the negotiating directives as soon as

possrble and instructed the Permanent Representatives Committee to examine the

proposal for that purpose.
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MI SCELLANEOUS DECIS IONS

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD)

The Council decided to sign the Agreement establishing the EBRD on behalf of the

Community, subject to conclusion; since the Decision on the conclusion is based

on Article 235 of the EEC Treaty, the Opinion of the European Parliament has been

requested.

OECD: National treatment

The Council decided that the Community would take part, alongside the Member

States, in the OECD negotiations on a decision on national treatment.

Fi sheries

The Council adopted the Regulation relating to the conclusion of the Protocol

establishing, for the period from 1 January 1990 to 31 December 1991, the fishing
opportunrties and the financial contribution provided for in the Agreement

between the European Economic Community and the Government of the

People's Republic of Mozambique on fisheries relations.

The fishing possibilities granted are as follows:

- shr:.mp vessels fishing exclusively for deep-water crustacea:

I 100 GRT per month on a yearly average

- shrimp vessels fishing for shallow-h'ater and deep-vÿater crustacea:

3 700 GRT per month on a yearly average

- ocean-going tuna seiners: licences for 44 vessels.

The fi.nancial compensation is fixed at ECU 4 300 000. The Community will
contribute ECU 1 950 000 toh,ards the financing of scientific and technical
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programmes in Mozambique. In addition, a reconnaissance campaign to find ner
resources will be carried out by Community vessels.

Appointment

on a proposal from the Netherlands government, the council appointed
Dr. J.J. van DIJK a member of the Economic and Social Comrittee to replace
Mr Bartholomeus PRONK, member, who has resigned, for the remainder of the
latterrs term of office, i.ê. until 20 September 1990.
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tlote Bl0 (90) 152 AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX
cc:'AU.X MEMBRES DU SERVICE DU PORTE-PAROLE

i

Rcndcz-vous dc mldl du 23 mat 1990 (C.

.;

Stathopouloe)

Préparat lon Consc!t tndustr tc (IU. Héiln)

:i' ,'.Le polnt, ccntral de !a réunton, oerâ la présefrtatton quc tôra tc vtcc_
Présldent Bangcmann des grandes llgnes d'un mandat quc la cornmlcslon
Européenno compte obtcnlr pour négocler, dans le cadrc de l,OCDE, un
accord lnternat lonal sur I 'él lmlnat lon des aldee pubt lques aur chant ters
navals et des prattqucs détoyales dans cc sectéirr.
En substance, la Commlsslon Européennc souhal,te qu'un tcl accord reepccte
des ràgles transparentes, à t,lmago dc cc qul sc prailque dane la
comm.rnauté, ct of fre un calendr,lcr dc démantèlement progrcsolf ctéqultlbré d'uno duréo sufflsammont longuo pour nê pas mcttrc cn ctanger la
rcetructurat lon des chant lêrs navale dane ta communautrl.
Une sesslon dc l'OCDE, au nlveau mlnlgtérlol, ost prévuc dans te courant
dê la semalno du 18 Juln prochaln à parls.

Par alllours, M. Bangemann évoquera ta sltuailon de'la sldérurglc
europécnnc à t'horlzon de 1gg5 ( volr la note p-11, du 7.3.90 i.L',aclcr europ6en sst §ortt do la crlee et est redevenu compétltlf. La
Commlsslon est lme.qu'll appart lent désormals aux souleg entrepr tscs dc
détermlner !cs stratégles lndustr tclles nécessatres.
certalns pays eouhaltent que ra commrssron so prononco sur ra
survolllance du marché. S,ll est vral quo la Commlsslon entend matntonlr
uno survoll lance statlstlquo rapldc de l,état du marché de l,acler, ollo
no compte plus soumettre des programmos tndlcailfs trop précls pour laproductlon sldérurglquo, qul pourralent abouttr, le cag échéant, à une
ccr ta I ne car to I I I sat I on du marché.

Pour sa part, M. cardoso e Cunha évoquera dlffércntes questtong ilées àla stratéglc en favcur des PME : lcur tnsert lon clans los programnrcs cte
R&D technologtque ( où les cotts et tes procédures sont souvànt dcsfrelns sérloux), leur lmbrlcailon dang les marchés publlcs et, problème
plus général, l'amél lorat lon de l'envlronnement en favour des pME.

Enfln, lês Mlnlstrss entendront un exposé attendu de leur collègue de
l'Economlo do RFA, Holmut Hausmann, sur !es aspects Inctustr lels et
économlques de I'unlf lcat lon al lcmando.

Matértel dlffusé

IP

- tP

408 - CONCUTTENC6: FINMECCANICA/ASEA BROWN
cxamlne compatlbt I lté avec règtes de

410 - Alde humanttatrc à la potogne

BoVERI - Commtsston
la concurrence



IP

IP

411

412

Concluslons du G 24

Conférence lntornatlonale sur le thème "Ecoles secondalres
et éducat lon européenne-lnternat lonale on Europe,'

De l'agr tculture ... au consommatour - nouvol te publ tcat lon de
!a Comm lss lon

à Londrês:: 21, 5. 1990
1990 à Colmans RSCG

rP 413 -

- MEMO 19 - Relat lons CE-Canada (réunlon mtntstér telte)

- Dlscours de M. Anctrlessên devant "Brotton woods commlttoc" le 23. 5. à
Wash I ngton

2 dlscours avec EMBARGO de Slr Leon Brtttan
devant Fêdêral Trust Conference et te 25. 5.
Conference

arrêts do la Cour

EUROSTAT: Sldérurgle, 4/9O

Notc sur "lancêment oeè mongoiftàres - année europécnno du tour lsme.

athopou los



Brurelles, le 28 mal lgg0

Note BIO (90) 156 AUX BUREAUX NATIoNAUx
cc: AUX MEMBRES DU SERVICE DU PORTE-PAROLE

CONSEIL INDUSTR|E (H. Lohan)

Polltlquc PllE

M. Cardoso e Cunha a préscnt6 au Conecl ! trols documents dc la Commtsstonportant sur
la promotlon de la partclpatlon des pME aur marchés pubilce dansla Communaut6,
la partlclpatlon des PME dans lcs actlons communautalrcs dc
recherchc et de dâvcloppement technologlguc,
l'am6l loratlon de l,onvlronnement légtitatlf des pME.

M cardoso o cunha a notamment att116 t,attentlon du consell sur les
mcsurcs facllltant l'accès des PME au narchés publlcs tcllos quo la eous-dlvlslon de grands march6s, lca mcsurcs pouvant entralner une réductlon
des cotts supportés par les pME parttclpant aur marchés publlcs ct lcs
mesuros de formatlon et d'lnformailons pour mleur log y Drâparer. ll a
égalcment soutlgn6 l'tmportance de protets-pllotes et de ta coop6ratlon
transfrontallère ên co qut conccrno la parttclpatlon dc pME dano lcs
programmes RDT.

Lcs concluslons adoptées par lo Consctl eur ccs dcux volctc dc l,actlvlté
on favcur dos PME communautalres donncnt un largc aupport aur analyscs ct
suggcst lons dc la cornnlsslon. En part lcul lcr, tc consol I lnvl tc la
Commlsslon à effectuer des analyses préparatolrcs à unc dlscusslon our
des procédures slmpllflées d'accès aur marchés publlcs dans la
cormunauté, et d'lntenslf ler ses ef forts pour pêrmettre aur pME ttepartlclper aux programmos RDT proches de la phasc lnduatrlelle.

En ce qul concornê l'envlronnement des pME, le consel I s'engage à
eramlner d'uno f açon construct lve les analyses de la Commlsslon ct lnvlte
les Etate membres à prendre en compte plus actlvement le cadre flscal et
légal dans lequel dolvent opérer les pME.

Sl tuat lon de I 'lndustr lc sld6rurglquc

M. Bangemann a évoquê l'envlronnêment économlque de l'lndustrle
sldérurglquc devenu beaucoup plus favorablc, ce qul lul pêrmet de se
conformer davantage aux lols de l'économle de marché. Par conséquent la
contr lbut lon communautalre à la restructurat lon de l, lndustr le pourra
mcttre molns d'accent sur les problèmes soclaur ct s'orlenter plus vers
la modernlsatlon des technlques de productton, vêrs la proteclon de
l'envlronnement et la formatlon des cmployés.
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M. Bangemann lt'cst âgalcment r6têré au tralt6 CECA qu vlcrrrt â âchâancc on
2OO2. M. Banuemann a propog6 unc approchc selon laqtrcllc lcc dleporltlons
du traltô ecralent dôs malntcnant analyeécs, ontrc autrcc par dcs
contacts avüc I'lndustr le et lcs syndlcate cn vuo dc tlâtermlncr lcur
valeur pour lc futur. Cos analysec pourralcnt alorg Servlr conunc baaopour les réf lcrlons du Conscl I gur l'avcnlr du traltô.

Un certaln nolrbrc de Aélégatlons ayant crprtmô ttcc pr6occupatlonr cur un
assoupl laeemcnt trop poussâ du systàmc actucl dc eurvcl I lancc, M.
Bangemann a tenu à soul lgncr la dlf frârcnce ontrc la poureultc dc
prattqucs dc commcrco oôtoyalce de pays tlers ct la collectc dc
stat lst lques lntracommanautalres. La Cormlsglon rcstera vlgllantc dans sapolltlquc antl-dumplng3 la publlcatlon rapldc du monttorlng ct dcc
lndlcat lons prévlslonncl l6s comportc toutcfols un cortaln r lsquc dc
cartellleatlon de la part des opérateurs du marché.

Aldcs à la conetructlon navalc

Slr Leon Brlttan a pr6sentô au Conscl I la proposltton dc la Comnrleclon
relatlve â la 7èmc dlrectlvc conccrnant lcs aldcs à la constructlon
naval6, eul, pour une pérlode dc dcur ans à partlr du 1or Janvlcr lggl,
reprend les earactérlstlqucs prlnclpalcs dc la Bàmc dlrcctlvc. Lcs
modlflcatlons prôvues conccrnGnt cn partlcullcr l'augnentatlon du cott
deg navlres dc pctltcs dlmenslonr ailant dc 6 Mccus à t0 Mecuc, la
dêgresslvltô du plafond d'aldcc, ct l'lntôgratlon dans lc tcrtc dc la
dlrectlve do la notlon d'accord prâalablc de la conmlsslon pour la
réouvcrturo d'un chantlcr fcrmô ayant falt l,obtct d,atdes.

La dlscusslon du Consel I a portâ prlnclpatcment sur la durric dc valldlté
de la 7àme dlrccttvc alnsl que eur la dégrcsslvltô. Deur dô!égatlons
voudralent arrlvcr à une abot ltlon comptâtc de toutc atdc au bout de la
pérlode de deux an§, d'autrc part, une dé!âgatlon souhaltc malntcnlr la
6àme dlrectlvc telle qucttc.

Slr Leon Brlttan a rappet6 au consoll lc I ten entrc lcs dlspoeltlons curla dégrcsglvtté et la durêc dc val ldlté de la nouvcl le dtrectlvc. Enfalt, c'est parco quo la pérlode dc val ldlté est I tmtt6e et lc dcgrô
d'lncertltudc des prévlslons falblc, euo l,aJustemcnt automatlquc du
plafond d'aldes n6 posora pas dc problèmes. La présldoncc a crprlmô
l'ospolr quc la nouvellc ttlrectlvc pourra etrc approuvéc avant la fln dc
l'ann6e.

Lc proJet de mandat, eur la Coranlsslon compte obtcntr pour négoclcr, dansle cadrc de l'OCDE, un aceord lntcrnat lonal sur l'êl lmlnat lon dss aldcspubllquos aux chantlcre navalr ct dce pratlqucs déloyalcs dans cc scctcurn'a pas cncorc été rcçu offtclcllemcnt par lc congcll, ll n,a donc pac
ét6 dlacutrl par colut-ct.

Amltlés,

-,, 1 l'ta:
Bruno Dethomas


