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I3.XII.BI]

The Governmonl-s ol' the Member States and the Commiss ron ol' thc Europt.itrr

Communrtles lvere represented as follows:

Be lgium

Mr ttli I ly CLAES

Denmark

Mr Jakob lisper LARSEN

Germqgy

Mr Dieter von WUERZEN

9resss

Mr Kos t as PAPANAYOI'OU

tp-er-n

Mr Claudro ARANZ.ADI

France

Mr Roger FAUROUX

.!1-el,qnd

Mr Sean McCARTHy

Mrnister for Economic Affairs

Ambassador, Permanent Repl'eserr La t I vr-

Secretary of State to the Federal
Minister for Economrc Affairs

Deputy Mrnrster for lncrustry,
Energy and Technology

Minister for Industry and Energy

Minister for Industry and
Town and Country Planning

Minister of State,
Department of Indust ry and Comme r.cr,
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l3.xll.ttr{

!Lsly

Mr Adolfo BATTAGLIA Mrnrster for Industry,
Trade and Craft Trades

Mr CarIo I-'RACANZAN I

tgTeq!-qyrg

Mr Johny LAHURE

liq t he_I-l slg:

Mr R. W. DII KORTIj

Mrnister for State Holdrngs

State Secretary for Economrc Alfarrs

Mrnister for Economrc Affatrs

Port uga I

Mr [.urs lrernando de MIRA AMARAL Minrster for Industry an(l Hrrêrgy

l]l,r Lt_,1_-]!tlgqgm

Mr T'ony NEWTON Minrster f or Trade and Indust r.y

c_qtqtxtq_t

Mr Abe I MATLI'IES

Mr Pc'ter SUTTIERLAND

Membe r

Member
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RESTRUCTURING OF THE ITALIAN PUBLIC STEEL INDUSTRY

Ott Lhe bas t s of the Commission communication on the restructuring of tht-' I LarI: arr

;rttblrc steel irrdustry, the Councrl held a far-reaching discussron rn order to
detr:rmine whether, and under what conditions, it could grve its assent, pursuant

to Article 95 ECSC, to the Commrssron decrsron authoriztng the restrLlcturrnp,, plarr

submr t tecl by the I tal ian' authorit res .

F'ollowing the discussion, a large majorrty favoured a compromlse solutron
preparetl by the'C<.rmmissron in the Ilght of djscussrons.

Tlrts solut rorr provides rn partrcular that two-thrrtJs of the I rn;rnt:rnp, \,v()ultJ bt.

aul.horrzed now in exchangr-, for the rndustrral restructurrng rndlcated ln th('

Comrnt ssron communrcatron. The discussion of the anLrcipated r-eqrrrremcr)t f or tlrr.

barlance «lf the ar.d and for the release of thaL ajd would be p<-lsLporred untrl
'i, ptt.mbot' ,l990 or earI r cr ]n the event of a raprd decl rne rn the stee I markct .

^t 
such I lrn(' il dt:ctstol) would be taken by the Commtssron, [ol lowrnll ('orrn<:r I

assent pursuant to Article 95 ECSC, on the release of the arcl ancl, rn the I lght
of the prevarlrng Community market sjtualron, on the proporLjonal ad<jrtronal

rt'tluettorr tn prociuctton r-'apacity 1n sect.ors whert' lhere ls ov(.r-capaclty.

One deleg,atron reserved 1ts positi.on on thrs compromise at thrs stage and sard

that:. 1 would make known rts posrtion wlthrn lhe next few days. Act:ordtrrlilV tlrt.

Cottnr:tl :r11r'eed to resltme constderation <lf ttrts ltem, tl' necessilry, ;rt lls
lnl ('r n.r I Markot moet I np, on 21 December next .
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{Lq§_!gp! _lror_rHE srEE!: r [DUsrB!

The Council Save its assent to the draft Commission deciston extending, unttl
31 December 1991 and without amending its content, the aids code for the

Community steel industry, due to expire on 31 December 19gg.

STEEL INDUSTRY - SOCIAL ASPECT

The Council again discussed the problems arising as regards the financlng of the
social measures linked to the restructuring, of the Community steel:.ndustr-y.

ln ordcr to be able to continue this social aid for the period from 1988 to l9()o

;rt .Itt ('!il ttn;tl.r'cl cosL of 165 MECU, acc(,unt lt;ts to tle t;rken of throe asl)r'(.ts,
t'tther toBCthel'or separatcly: a contribution to the ECSC lrom the gener.aI

budget, an appropriation levied on ECSC reserves and an increase rn ECSC levtes.

Following the discussion, the Council agreed to request the Commisslon to submj.t

updated figures both as re6;ards ECSC revenue and reserves and the expendrture
necessary to finance the social measures.

10218/88 (Presse 207) ien/SMS/ptm EN

-5-



13.XII.BB

99!9r4llo_NS

[.'urt-her to the concluslons of the Councrl on Genera] Affairs, whrch fot:usse«l

[)r'Irr('.tp;rl ly on t he for'IhcominB external negot rat ions and on tht. I rnk bt,t v\i('(.n I ]l(.

sttuatlon of the industry ln the Communrty and the Community's commercral pr-rlr('y,

the Councrl dtscussed thc rndustrial aspects of polrcy in the textlle ser'tor.

On Lhrs basrs and following the suggestlons of the Presrdency, the Councr l:

- recalls the conclusrons of the 1?76th sessron of the Councrl of 21122 November

on trade poli.cy;

- invrtes the Commrssion to make profound study of the presented analysrs ln
trt'rlt'r' lo I'evt'ill the partlcularitres of the sub-sectors and of the r-ep,ronal

srtuattons whrch will enable it to adiust the drffercnt Communrty poltcrc.:,
irppl red to textrle antJ c;Iothrng industry;

- lrtvLtr:s the Commrssron to el-aborate further the present report with a vlord t()
evaluate the I uture <levelopments of the inclustry in the perspect lv(. oI t hc

lrchrevemenL of the rnternaL market;

- requests the Comtnj.sslon to make the best use of the possrbrl rtres opened by t. lrc

new co-oI'dtnated appro;rch to the structural funds rn order to lacrlltate tht,,

rmportant structural ad;ustments, rncluding the effects on employment,

restlll ing from the accentuation of the external and rnternal competrtron ln llrt
textrle and clothrng, rndustry, and allow actrvrties already rn course undr,r-1hr,

prc'sent prop-r'amme to be f inal rzed;
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13.XIL88

- requests the Commission to study formulas in order to promote, betr^,een the
different acting factors in the textile-clothing chain of activity, includrnp,,
tht, erlut[)ment industry, the necessary co-operat ion l'r.rr lhr. r-r,scitr.ch, t]rc
technologrcal development and the industrial innovatron, for the establrshment
of therr competitivity and in particular in those productron activrtres wherc

the incrdence of the Iabour-cost is still very hi.gh;

- h,herev('r structural ad;ustments in the textrle and clothing industry may bre

required, it requests the Commission to ensure the transparency of any

interventions in a h,ay that guarantees the correct applicatron of the
competition rules in this sector, and to report annually to the CouncrI.
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SJMAI.L AND MEDIUM-SIZED ENTERPRISES

The Councrl took note of an rnterim report from the Commrsslon on the extendrnl,,

of the Fluro-Info-Centres project to SMEs and the arrangements therefor.

ln thts connectron the Counctl had an exchange of vreh,s on the impact on SMFIs

of the large common market of 1992.

Fol Lowrng thesc discussrons which hj.gh-Iighted the importance of a common

polrcy for SMEs.rn order to help them to dertve full benefit from the

completron of the Communrtyrs i.nternal market, the Councrl rnstructed the

Pc'rmanent Representatrves Committee to examine a draft statement on the

dcvelopment of the polrcy for SMtls r^,ith a view to enablrng the Councrl tcr

resume discussions on this question at its next Industry Councrl meetrng

schr:duled for 6 March 1989.

ur_NIryG _'])L[I!]RY

'l'ht'Council noted that the Commrssion, further to a request from the Greek

delegatron, rntendc.d to put in hand a study of the situatron of the mrnrng

rndustry tn the Communlty r{,ith a view to submrttrnÉl a report to the (jouncr I rn

the l trst half of 'l989 on the possrbility of developrng a common mrnrng polrcv.
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MI SCELLANEOUS DEC ISIONS

E JÇ:CJp r g_s- :qt_g.t r o ng

l'he Councjl adopted the implementing Retulatiôn concerning Decision No l/88 of
the EEC-Cyprus Associatton Council amending, as a consequence of [he i.ntrocluct ron

of the Harmonized System, the Protocol concerning the definitron of the con('opt

of I'orig,inating productsrr and methods of administrative co-operation.

4plg-i-ügç-lt_g

Thc Council appointed replacements of Alternate Members for each of thc followrng
Advis<lry Committees on:

- medical tratning
- pharmaceutical trainlng
- education ;rnd tralnrng in the field of architecturc
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Bruxel les, le 12 dêcembre 19gg

NOTE BIO(88) 398 AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX
CC. AUX MEMBRES DU SERVICE DU PORTE-PAROLE
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A l'ordre du Jour du consol! des mlnlstres de l'lndustrlo, gul se 1ônt .üomalnle 13 décembre â Bruxel les, ! I y a le dossler des aldes que'lo gouvornefentItallen proJette d'accorder â son !ndustrte stctôrurgtque, te voiet roiiii'èece,un rapport de la Commlsslon sur l'lndustrle textlle et deux polnts concà.nini 'les petltes et moyennos entreprlses.

En ce qul concerno le volet soctal CECA, ll s'aglt dc trouvor un f lnancËûpntpour les 165 mllllons d'EcU de dêpensos quc l'on cstlno seront néccgsair.rs oe
1988 â 1990 pour couvrlr l6s aldes soclales communautatros â ta rêadaetalion,
complêmentalres aur aldes tradlt lonncllcs, dans !e sectcur sldêrurgf qtrj. ct '

4î3

..-.L.",.Trr

ds I'lndustr te di

i{

1 :.,.charbonnler, co qu'on appolle le ,'volet socta!,' CECA.

En mars dernler, la Commlsston ava,t prêvu un transfert du budget gênêralt:,lrü ar

budget CECA des drolts de douane perçus sur t'tmportatton oes prooürts ctdf:a *concurrenco de 85 mil ltons d'Ecu, une augmentailon du prêlèvement payê pii'ti"-
entrepr lses de 0,31 X à 0,39x pendant les ercrclces lggg et 1g9O ei un"-- 

'-":'r
contrlbutlon de 50 mllllons d'EcU 6n provonancc des rêserves de ta cÈCÀi,.{ül 

t 
*devralt être mlse â dlsposltton en 1988 sous formo d'avance remboursaUtï",-Oans:j

son ent lèreté en 1989.

,,; 'tlLors de leur réunlon tnformel le â Athènes, on octobro dernlor, tes n+i*,i.aïLer§ qc, ltrur reunlon !nlormel le â Athènog, on octobro dernlor, les nlitù.atrl'lndustrle ne se sont pas montrês favorablce â !,opêratlon du transidiil'Ubtqu'!ls contlnuent d'appuyer le prlnclpe clu malntlent du ,'volet soclal,.. tcu;scollègues des Flnances n'appulent pas non plus le transfort, malgré un paJcn
avant donnê par la Commlsslon de transformor t'avanco remboursable de S0mllllons d'ECU des rêserves CECA en "rovolvlng credlt" dont le rcmboursemont ntseralt exlgê qu'après l'etplratlon du ,,votet soclal,, of en aucun cas enutlllsant dcs fonds en provonance du budget gênôral.

L 'actue I le bonne conJoncture dans le secteur s ldêrurg lque â porm I s, entre,t'futos.,de lêgères augmentat lons dans les recettes du prô !èvàment sur les entrepfri;; '
prêvu pour 1988 ot la Commtsston pourralt altor quolques mllilons au Oeii:rdss SOmllllons, mals sl les mlnlstres refusent le transfert dc budget à budget,,.-j1,.qut
est plus que probable, la Commlsslon pourralt sc volr forcêe â augmenter leÇ.,prélèvement sur les entreprlses, ce qu'elle peut falre de manlèrc autonome, #i6sl le Consel ! et, blen str, les entreprlses el les-mêmes sont contralres â :.
l'augmentat lon de ce prélèvement.

Le Consell sera aussl salsl d'un rapport sur la sltuailon
textlles et de l'hablllement, eul a êtê aussl prêsentê à
Consel I Affalres Gênérales. (Sur le contenu dc ce rapport
723 du 22 novembre 1988).

la dornléro so§.çlün du
volr notre notiy,,tp(AA) '.ëi'

En ce qul concerne les peiltes et moycnnos entreprtses,
son rapport lntêrlmalre concornant l,extenslon du proJet
les mlnlstres auront un êchange de vuos Bur l, lmpact du
I es PME.

la Comm lss lon bi'
Euro- I nfo-Cent r

Am ll lês

0,À{u"
C.-D. EHLERMANN
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Bruxelles, lê 14 dêcembre 1988

Note BIO(88) 398 (sulte 1) aux bureaux nattonaux
cc. aux membres du Servlce du Porte-parole

Consell lndustrle du 13.12.t988 (E. REUTER)

The Councl! began by adoptlng the alds code for the steel
lndustry whlch lt had already consldered at lts lnformal sesslon
ln Athens on 21 October t988. lt then consldered the Commlsston's
communlcatlon on the restructurtng of the ltal lan publ lc steel
lndustry (Flns!der). The Commlsslon had examlned the Ftnslder
restructur !ng plan whlch lnvolves a reduct ton of t.2 ml I I lon
tonnes ln hot rolled capaclty and atd package of s ml I lton Ecu.
The approval of the ald, at a tlme when al t operatlonat alds are
banned, needs unanlmous assent of the Councl l. At the lnformal
meetlng ln Athens, a number of delegatlons had expressed doubts
as to whether the restructurlng plan èoutd achleve lts obJectlve,
namely to restore the lndustry's vlabl I lty. Mr Sutherland sald
that the Commlsslon playlng lts part as honest broker had
reglstered that there was good but not suf f tclent good - wt! I

among delegatlons to help the ltal lans wlth thelr problem. The
maln obstacle to a solutlon was the lssue of proportlonal lty
between the projected alds and capaclty cuts. He proposed that
the Councll look at a solutlon on the basls of two stages for the
lmplementatlon of the restructurlng plan. There was a ,,tour de
table" durlng whlch ltaly pleaded for a rapld declslon because of
the necesslty to cormlt the trade unlons to the executlon of theplan. Other delegatlons expressed reservatlons about the adequacy
of the restructurlng measures, lnslstlng that desplte the current
cycl lcal buoyancy of the market for steel products there remalned
a substant I a I structura I overcapac I ty. Germany strong I y
complalned about the malntenance of conslderable excess flat hot
rol I lng capaclty and the dlsproportlonately low ratlo between
closures requested and ald proJected

Mr Suther land, pul I lng together strands from bl lateral contacts
and negotlatlons over lunch, proposed ln the early afternoon a
text based on the concept of a two-tler lmplementatlon of
Flnslder's restructurlng plan. The reason lor thls are the
current market trends whlch make lt dlfflcult to get agreement on
further capaclty reductlons whlch wl I I however be necessary ln
the medlum term. ln a flrst phase two-thlrds of the flnanclng for
Flnslder would be authorlzed ln exchange for the restructurlng
offered ln the plan. The dlscusslon of the antlelpated
requlrement for the rest of the ald would be postponed untll
September 1990 at whlch tlme the ald mlght be released ln
exchange for a proport lona I add I t lona I reduct lon of product lon
capaclty ln sensltlve sectors. The new company llva wlll have to
bear the blocked one-thlrd of the ald by Increaslng lts debts.
Flnanclal charges wl I I therefore represent 5.5% of lts turnover
and can only return to 4.5% at the release of the balance of the
ald.

Eleven delegatlons could accept thls formula. The German
delegatlon sald that they had to consult thelr government. At the
end of the Councl l, one felt that thls rÈatter could be resolved
on these l l nes before next week's l nterna l market Counc l l .

emlotes.
c 
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Bruxel lcs, lc 13 décembre 1988

NOTE BIO(88) 398 SU'TE 2 ET FIN AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX

CC. AUX MEI'BRES DU SERVICE DU PORTE-PAROLE

Cansal l lndustrla (C- Llabane)-

Outrc les aldcs â !a sldêrurgle ltal lenne (volr sultc 1 dc ccttc notc BIO), lc
Consell des mlnlstreg de l'lnduetrlc a abordô trole suJcts : lc volct soclal
CECA, la sltuatlon dans l'lndustrlc du tcrtllc ct dc l'hablllcmcnt ct la
polltlquc comntrnautalrc dcc pctltcs ct ;toycnncc cntrcprlccc.

Une fols dc plus, lc Consoll n'a pao atloptô dc déclslon quant au tlnanccmcnt du
volct soclal CECA, blcn quc tous eolcnt d'accord cur !c malntlcn dc cc volct. La
Corrmlsslon, eül avalt annoncô qu'cllc pourralt dôgagcr 50 mllllons d'ECU dcs
rêserves CECA doa 165 ml I I lons qul sont nôccgsalrca pour lc flnanccmcnt du volct
soclal sur trols ano, a annoncô au cours du Conscll que la bonnc gcstlon dcs
rossourcos pcndant cctte annêe conlugêe â unc bonnc conJoncturc sldêrurglque lul
permettralt d'apportcr autour du 50 I du flnanccment nêccasalrc (80-82 mllllons
d'ECU) des rêsorvos CECA, mals qu'll B'aglesalt ds l'cxtrème cf fort qul pouvalt
ôtre falt sl l'on nc vcut pas compromcttrc lcs bonncs condltlons dc crêdlt dont
la Communautô Joult dans le marchô lntcrnatlonal do! capltaux.

ll restalt donc â aportor lc 50 I rcstant au moycn d'un tranefcrt du budgct
gênêral vers le budget CECA et la plupart dcs dôlêgatlons o'orlcntalcnt
favorablemcnt vcrs ccttc solutlon, car pcrsonnc nc veut augmcntcr lc prêlèvcmcnt
sur les entrcpr lses. Mals lcs dôlègat lons br ltannlquc, danolsc ct al lemandc sc
sont opposêes fcrmcmcnt

Lc dêbat sur la sltuatlon dans l'lndustrlc tertllc ct tlc l'hablllcmcnt a ôtÔ
lntrodult par unc cxposltlon de M. Matutes, eul rcprôscntalt la Commlsslon cn
absence du Vlce-Prôsldcnt NarJes, rctcnu â St'raebourg pour la scsslon du
Parlement europêen, du rapport falt par lcg eervlccs dc la Cormlsclon ct dêJà
présentô aux mlnlstres dcs Affalres Gônêraleg fln novombrc. Lcg dÔlégatlong se
sont déclarôes satlsfaltes du rapport dc la Commlsslon malg quclques uncs, colrmo

la portugaloo, ont demandô qu'll solt approfondl, notamment pour tenlr plus
compte do la polltlque commcrclale ct de l'êgallté des condltlons de concurrcnco
â l'lntêrleur du marchè communautalrc cntrc productours communautalrcs et dee
pays tlers. Le Consell a lnvltô donc la Commloslon â approfondlr son analyso on

vue de falrc ressortlr lcs partlcularltês des sous-sectcurs ct des sltuatlons
rêglonalcs ct de prêctser les lmpl lcat lons quc I'achèvemcnt du marchÔ lntêr leur
pourralt avolr sur cettc lndustrle.

Flnalemont, M. Matutcs a falrt rapport des dcrnlcrs dêvcloppemcnts dans la
pollttque communautalre des petltos ct moycnnee cntreprlsos. ll a notamment
annoncê lc prochaln Ôlarglssement du réseau des Euro-gulchets, QUI passeront dcs
3g actuets â un maxlmum de 200 dans toutc la Cormunautê ot !a prochalne
proposltlon de la Connrlsslon d'un Nouvoau lnstrumcnt Cormunaltalrc (NlC V) en

vue dcs ercellents rêsultats du NlClV, QUl, on un an ct deml, a prêtê 1'500
m!l llons d'ECU â 5.OOO PME cornmunautalres ct qul cst épulsÔ, avoc unc demando

dês crêdlts non satlsfalte de 150 ml ll long d'ECU, c'cat-à-dlrc 10 X du volumc
total du f lnancement dlsponlble. M. Matutes a annoncÔ aussl la mlsc cn marchc
d,un programmo de formatlon pour dlrlgents dce PME afln dc mlcux lcs prêparcr â

l,échéance de 19g2 ct aux rêpcrcusslons quc lc grand marchÔ aura pour les PME.

Amltl., À
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