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The Governments of the Member States and the Commlsslon of the
European Communltles were represented as follows:

Eelelsu:

Mr Philippe BUSQUIN Minlster for Soclal Affalrs

DeruerE:

Mrs Agnete LAUSTSEN Minlster for Health

Eqruely:

Mrs Rita SUESSMUTFI Federal Mlnlster for Youth, Famlly
Affalrs, hlomen and Health

9rssse:

Mr Yannis FLOROS Mlnlster for Health, Soc1a1 ÿüelfare
and Soclal Securtty

§pain:

Mr Julian GARCIA VARGAS Mlnlster for Hea1th and Consumer
Affalrs

Erapsq:

ÿ{r Claude EVIN Mlnister attached to the Minlster for
Soclal Affairs and Employment with
responslbillty for Health and Social
Securlty

Irslald:
Mr Rory OTHANLON Mlnlster for Health

Ilelv:
Mrs Maria Pia GARAVAGLIA State Secretary for Health

LurcuDqurg:

Mr Benny BERG Mlnlster for Health and Soclal
Securlty
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NslhcrlarÊq:

Mr Cll.R. van BEUGE Deputy Permanent Representative

Eqr!seal:
Mrs Leonor BELEZA Mlnlster for Health

Uli!ed-[ipedqq:
Lord SKELMERSDALE Parl-lamentary Under-Secretary of

State, Depuby of Health and Social
Security

o

oo

9ssgisqiqn:

Mr Manuel MARIN Vice-Presldent
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THE FIGHT AGAINST AIDS

The Council and the Mlnlsters fon Health meetlng wlthln the Councll
discussed 1n detall the progress of AIDS and the measures adopted
by the Member States to combat the dlsease.

They strengthened and supplemented the common approach to the flght
agalnst AIDS, the broad outllnes of whlch they had adopted at their
meeting ln May 7987. Thelr coneluslons on the matter urere as follows:

''THE COUNCIL AND THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE

MEMBER STATES, MEETTNG !'IITHTN THE COUNCIL,

note with satlsfactlon that all the Member States are pursuing
homogeneous pollcles ln the
the common approach outllned

flght agalnst AIDS 1n accordance wlth
ln thelr concluslons of 15 May 1987

reafflrm thls common approach and thelr w111 to perslst wlth and
strengthen 1t

note ln partlcular that all the Member States are ensurlng complete
of persons and equal treatment as Ia1d down infreedom of movement

the Treaties
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stress [heir_support,for the principles of t]re !{H0. the dec1ara1"1on
of London of 28 January 19BB (hlorld Summlt of Mlnlsters for Health)
and the Recommendatlon of the Council of Europe of 26 November l9B7

reaffirm their commltment to the fol-l-owing prlnclples ln partlcular:

since AIDS is a pub]lc health problem, the fight against that
disease must be based on pub11c heal-th considerations

in combating AIDS, absolute prlority is to be glven to prevention
through health informatlon and educatlon

in terms of preventionr ânÿ po11cy of systematic and compulsory
screening ls lneffectlve

- any dlscrimination agalnst or stigmatization of persons affected
by AIDS, particularly as regards employment, must be avolded

agree to pay particular attention to the problem of drug abuse in the
conLext of the fight agalnst AIDS

take note of the Commission communlcatlon on 1ts actlvities in thls
respect and request 1t to lnclude those worklng to combat AIDS 1n the
exchange programmes for research workers, teachers, etc.

welcome the work carrled out by the ad hoc l,üorking Party on AIDS with
the co-operation of the Commisslon, and instruct lt to contlnue its
work, wlth the Commlsslonrs co-operation, ln accordance wlth their
mandate of 75 May 79BT as supplemented on 31 May 1988. I'

6520 enl88 (Presse 74) ood,/LG/ms .../...



6- 31.v. BB

They also decided to set up a system for the regular, rapld exchange
of epldemlologlcal data at Communlty Ieve1 and a procedure for a

re1lu1ar, intenslve exchange of lnformation and experlence on the
measures adopted at natlonal leveI.

The texts relatlng to these two procedures are glven in Annexes I
and II.

THE F]GHT AGAINST CANCER

The Council and the Mlnlsters also dlscussed 1n detall the flght
agalnst cancer 1n the Communlty and agreed on the followlng
essentlal points:

"The Councll and the Mlnisters for Health

t.

2.

3.

conl'lrm Lhe hlgh prlorlty they attach to the flght agalnst cancer;

take note of the progress achleved ln the lmplementatlon of thettEurope against cancerrt programme;

underllne thelr great and abldlng lnterest l.n this programme, wh1le
emphaslzl-ng that the varlous measures planned by the Commlssion
can only be assessed on the basis of speclflc proposals compatible
wlth the respeetlve competences of the Communlty and the
Member States;

4. consider antl-smoklng measures to be a central element ln the
fight against cancer ln the communlty whlch shourd involve,
among other thlngs:
(a) protectlng non-smokers, especlally ln publle places

(b) encouraglng the hablt of not smoklng (for example, by
encouraging prlvate lnltlatlves ) .

65zo enl88 (Presse TU) ood,/L1/ms



7- 31.v. B8

(c) protecting young people under 16 years of age by means ofappropriate measures

(d) restrlctlng advertising
(5) stress the lmportance of the tralnlng lnc1udlng the vocatlona1tralning - of health personnel; trainlng shoul-d be facllitated

by exchanges of such staff between Member States, in partlcular
through the award of grants, and by comparing experlence acqulred
1n the tralning prograrnmes

(6) express the view that prevention and screening should be
supplemented wlth an improvement in therapy and counselllng
aimed at helping patients to cope with thelr 1l_Iness

fi) polnt out that the establ-ishment of cancer reglsters 1n the
Member States and the Communlty constltutes an essentlal tool
for research into cancer, and agree to examine this problem
in more depth having regard to the protectlon of epidemlological
data

(8) stress the importance of the work on chemical carcinogens beingcarried out in other contexts (internal market, socla1 policy,
research )

(9) Sivq an undertaklng, for European Informatlon on Cancer Year(1989), to contlnue and increâse the mobillzatlon of aII health
and teachlng personnel, who have a key rore to play in thls
area

( 10 ) recommend that a European w:ek of public avÿareness of the fight
against cancer be repeated periodically

(11) emphasize that an effective fight against cancer requires the
close co-operatlon of arl concerned., i.e. 1n partlcülar,
the Member States, public and private associatlons and bodies,
cancer experts and the commisslon. At communlty rever, this
means among other things that the Commission w1l-I have to arrangefor an ongoing process of dlalogue and information.tt

6lzo e.n/B[J (presse TU) t/
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TOXICOLOGY

The Council and the Mlnlsters for liealth gave the guidel-1nes set out
in Annex rrr for the contlnuatlon of the communlty programme 1n

thls sphere.
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ANNEX ]

THE RAP]D AND PERIOD]C

EXCHANGE OF EPIDEMIOLOGICAL DATA ON A]DS

AT COMMUNITY LEVEL

THE COUNC]L OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES AND THE REPRESENTAT]VES OF

THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE MBMBER STATES, MEETING T'IITHIN THE COUNCIL,

Agree to set up a system for the rapid and periodic exchange of
epidemiological data on AIDS at Community level;

Agree that this exchange will- take place on a quarterly basis through
the medlum of the Institute for Afrlcan and Tropical Medicine and

Epldemiology (a I^IHO collaboratlng centre) in Paris on the basls of
the activities already undertaken by the l-atter and that it wilt
cover the points set out in the Annex;

Ask the Commission to contlnue and, lf necessary, strengthen its
co-operation to this end wlth the Parls Instltute in the framework
of the funds available under lts research and heal_th budget;

Instruct the ad hoc Vüorklng Party on AIDS, wlth the partlcipatlon of
and together wlth the Tnstltute, to adapt and update,
above procedures and to report back to them.

the Commlssion,
lf need be, the
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Aspeets to be covered ln the coLle-c,tlon a+d dlssemlnatlon of data
concerning establ-lshed cases of AIDS

- Number of cases per year, accordlng to the date of diagnosis

- number of deaths (annual assessment)

- survival time

- doubling time for cases

- distribution of cases by:

= sex

= age group (*)
= risk group

spread among heterosexuals

- spread among lntravenous drug users

- prognoses

The trend of cases of HIV lnfectlon w111 be the subJect of scientiflc
studies as part of the Communlty prograrnme for the co-ordination of
research into AIDS.

(*) ln the case of the 20 to 29 age group, further broken down, ifposslble, into age groups Z0 to 24 and 25 to 29.

65zo enl88 (presse 74)(euufx I) ood/LG/ep .../...



11 31.V. BB

ANNEX ]I

,t'tlt,: Rl,:(.ll.JLAli t'lxcllANGl,: oF' INFOIiMA',t'rON

COMMUNI'I'Y LEVEL O}I NATIONAL MEASURES FOR

THE FIGHT AGAINST AIDS

T}IE COUNC]L OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNIT]ES AND THE REPRESENTATIVES OF

THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE MEMBER STATES, MEETING üIITHIN THE COUNCIL,

Agree to set up aL Community level a regular exchange of information
on the actions, measures and inltiatives envisaged and adopted in
the Member States in the fight against AIDS;

Agree that the aim of this exchange will be to help Member States
in thelr fight agalnst AIDS, to contribute towards safeguardlng the

free movement of persons within the Communlty, to prevent contradlctory
national policies from belng developed in regard to third-country
nationals and to facilitate the establishment and implementation of a

common strategy for the fight against AIDS, in accordance with the

conclusions of the Council and the Ministers for Health of t5 May tgBT;

Instruct the ad hoc hlorking Party on AIDS, with the participation of
the Commission, to lmplement this exchange wlthin itself by means of
wlde-ranging and detailed mutual lnformation on nati-onal political,
administrative, lega1 and technlcal actions and measures, and on

scientific initlatlves not covered by the Communlty research
co-ordlnation programme ;

AT
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The üIorking Party w111 take the questlonnalre 1t has prepared, which
will be adapted and updated as requlred, as the basls for thls
exchange. It will take account of the lrlorld Health Organlzatlonrs
actlvltes in thls fle1d.

Instruct the hlorking Party to supplement the exchange of lnformatlon,
wlth the particlpatlon of the Commisslon by an exchange of
experience on the approaches, proJects and programmes undertaken
in the Member States whlch, allowlng for natlonal characterlstlcs,
could serve as a model ln the areas for which an lnltlal llst ls
given in the Annexg

fnstruct the t'lorklng Party to:

- propose, lf appropriater ofl the basls of the aforementloned exchange
of informatlon and experience, co-ordlnated or concerted measures
for the fight against AIDS;

submi-t regular reports on lts proceedlngs to the counc11.

65zo enl88 (presse T4) (ANNEX II) ood,/LG/cc .../...
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In1t1al I1st of aneas

by the ad hoc lrlorkln8 party on AIDS

1. Greater effectlve preventlon of AIDS

2. rmprovement ln the advlce and care glven ln sero-posltlve
people and to ArDS sufferers, lncludlng chlldren and new-born
babies

3. Efforts undertaken to prevent dlscnlmlnatlon agalnst and
the stigmatrzatlon of AIDS sufferer.s, sero-posltlve persons
and others affected by AIDS

4 - i-mprovlng tl:e competence of peopre engaged on a professlonal
and votuntary basls ln the flght agalnst AIDS

5' Promotlon of actlvltles to enable AIDS sufferers and sero-poslLlve
persons to help themselves, and better lntegratlon of such
activlties into the health authorltlesr poIlcles

6, sultable approaches towards persons 1n hlgh-rlsk groups who
are hard to reach (prostltutes, homosexuals, lntravenous drug
users ) .
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ANNEX I]]

TOX]COLOGY

,],III1 COUNCIL AND THB REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE MEMBER

STATES MEETING !,I]TH]N THE COUNC]L,

1. take note of the activitles undertaken so far under the programme

Z. record their interest in the actlvities in progress and planned by
the Commission, to be carcied out in close co-operatlon with the
Member States and lnternatlonal- bodles and to be closely co-ordinated
with work under Communlty research programmes

3. support in particul-ar the following activities:
col1aborative studles 1n immunotoxicology

- assessment of nephrotoxlc health effects
- validation of in-vitro testing progralnmes

the establishment of methodologlcal guidelines for the assessment
of reproductlve effects

4. call on the Commisslon to step up its efforts to avoid dupl-ication
of work at Community and national level 1n assesslng toxlc
substances and also, to that end, to lncrease co-operatlon with
lnternatlonal bodles

5. call on the Commlssion also to consider in close co-operation with
the Member States,

the problem of extrapolatlng data obtained on animals to man
and the quantltative evaluation of carclnogenlc risks for man

the question of establishing a data base concerning the normal
variability of blochemical and physiological parameters in the
older population more exposed, among other things because of
their âBer to chemlcal toxlc risks

6. call on the Commission to provide the necessary organizational
means for these activltles, particularly for co-operatlon with
the Member States.
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