
COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

GENERAL SECRETARIAT

PRESS RELEASE

5050/BB (Presse 34)

lzz9tht meetlng of the Councll

- Envlronment

Brussels, 21 March 1988

Presldent: Mr Klaus TOEPFER,
Federal Mlnlster for the Envlronment,
Nature Conservatlon and
Reactor SafetY
of the Federat RePubllc of GermanY

Presse 34 - G



2- 21. ITI. BB

The Governments of the Member States and the Commlsslon of the
European Communitles r^rere represented as follows:

Eeleiqu:
IVIrs MieI SMET State Secretary for the Environment

DspqarE:
Mr Mogens BUNDGAARD-NIELSEN State Secretary,

Ministry of the Environment

9sruenv:
Mr Klaus TOEPF'ER Federaf Minlster for the Environment,

Nature Conservation and Reactor
Safety

Mr Cl-emens STROETMANN State Secretary at the Federal
Mlnistry of the Bnvironment,
Nature Conservation and Reactor
Safety

Qseqqe:
Mr Evangelos KOULOUMBIS Minister of Public VJorks, Reglonal

Planning and the Envlronment

§peir:
Mr Javler SAENZ COSCULLUELA Minister for the Public Works and

Town Plannlng

France:

Mr Afaln CARIGNON Mlnlster attached to the Minlster
for Infrastructure, Housing, Town
and Country Plannlng and Transport,
wlth responsibility for the
Envlronment

Irelan4:
Mr Padraig FLYNN Minister for the Environment

Ilalv:
Mr Enrlco PTETROMARCHT Deputy permanent Representative
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lureubqsrs:

Mr Robert KRIEPS

NelberleEE§:

Mr E.H.T.M. NIJPELS

Eqrluga1:

MT Luis VALENTE DE OLIVEIRA

MT MACAR]O CORRETA

Uni!e4-[lpeCgu:

The Earl of CATTHNESS

el.rrr.B8

Mlnlster for the Envlronment

Mlnlster for Houslng,
Plannlng and the Environment

Mlnlster for Plannlng and
Terrltorial Admlnls tratlon

State Secretary for the
Envlronment and Natural Resources

Minlster of State,
Department of the Envlronment
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Commlsslon:

Mr Stanley CLINTON-DAVIS Member
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CLOSE OF THE EUROPEAN YEAR OF THE ENVIRONMENT

The Councll approved the fol1ow1ng Resolution:

rrThe Councit of the European Communlties,

21. III. BB

- referrlng to the declslon of the European Council of 29 and,

30 March 7985 deslgnatlng 1987 as the "European Year of the
Environment" and to the Councll Resolution of 6 March 7986 on an
actlon programme for that year;

- notlng that, followlng adoptlon of the slngre Act, envlronment
protectlon po11cy has become a fu1Iy estabrlshed po11cy of the
European Communlty;

- THANKS the Commlsslon and all those who have contrlbuted, under
the aegls of the Steerlng Commlttee and the Natlonal Commlttees,
to the success of the European Year of the Envlronmentg

- I^IELCOMES the lmpact made by and response to the European Year of
the Envlronment ln the community, enabllng awareness to be
increased among a large number of those ln positlons of
responslbllity 1n admlnlstratlons, lndustry and trade unlons,
1ocaI authorltles and assoclatlons and atso a broad spectrum of
European public opinion, partlcularly young people;

IS PLEASED that events were organlzed around practlcal proJects
and 1n a decentrallzed vIâÿr thereby enabllng numerous reglonal
and loca1 bodies 1n the Communlty to particlpate;
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-5 21. ITT. BB

- NOTES !{ith interest the efforts made to encourage in partlcular,
European, multlnatlonal or bllateral projects and to lnvolve the
buslness world 1n the European Year of the Envlronment;

- TAKES NOTE of the lnltlatlves to encourage the submisslon and

lmplementatlon of proJects wlth an envlronmental aspect whlch may

be e11g1b1e -for the varlous Communlty Funds;

- NOTES wlth satlsfactlon that some non-member countrles were
lnvolved 1n the European Year of the Envlronment and that the
Commission carrled out informatlon, educatlon and awareness
projedts dlrected at developlng countrlesg

- HOPES that the informatlon and aürareness activitles undertaken
during the European Year of the Envlronment w111 have foIlow-
on effects well beyond 1t and brlng beneflts and practlcal progress
for the protectlon of the envlronment and of the world we I1ve
1n;

CALLS ON the Commlsslon, on the- basls of experlence ln the European
Year of the Envlronment, and 1n co-operatlon wlth the Member

States, to contlnue lts lnformatlon and educatlon efforts and
to carry out practlcal measures to that end, ln associatlon
wlth lnterested organizatlons;

- EMPHASIZES in thls eonnectlon that, if Community envlronmental
policy 1s to progress 1n both 1ts framlng and its lmplementation,
there ls a need for greater convergence of lnterests and attltudes
on the lmportance of envlronmental problems on the part of public
oplnlon and the sectors concerned 1n all Member States;

- CALLS upon the Member States to pursue the obJectives whlch
lnspired the European Year of the Envlronment 1n col-laboratlon
wlth lnterested groups and the Commlsslon. "
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6- 21. rrr.88

UIATER QUALITY OBJECTIVES FOR CHROMTUM

On the basls of a compromlse proposal from the presldency, the
Councll continued 1ts examlnatlon of the proposal for a Dlrectlve
on water quallty obJeetlves for chromlum and Ilmlts for chromlum
in waters.

After the dlscusslon the Presldency noted that the Councll was

unable to reach agreement at thls stage. The presldency would
conslder what further actlon shourd be taken in thls matter.

CHLOROFORM

The counclr reached agreement on the proposar for a Dlrectlve
laying down limlt values and quallty obJectlves for dlscharges
of chloroform 1n the aquatlc envlronment.

Tile alm of the Dlrective is to regulate chloroform Communlty-wlde
ln the vlew of the dangerous nature and wlde dlffuslon of thls
substance.

Dlrectlve wl11 be adopted after finalizatlon of the texts
wlrl mark a further stage 1n the communlty-leveI regulatlon

dangerous substances fa111ng wlthln Annex r to Directive T6/q64/EEc.

The

and

of
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I,{ASTB }'ROM THE TITANIUM DIOXIDE INDUSTRY

21. III. BB

The Councll acknowl-edged that the Dlrectlve on this matter was one of
great importance and that every effort should be made to enable 1t to
be adopted at the councll meetlng on 16 June 1988. The counclf
therefore lnstructed the Permanent Representatlves Committee to
continue seeklng solutlons to the varlous probl-ems arlslng in the
light of its dlscussion.

LARGE COMBUSTION PLANTS

On the basls of a compromlse proposal from the Presldency, the Councll
contlnued the examlnation of the proposal- for a Dlrectlve on the
Iimltation of emlsslons of pollutants lnto the air from large
combustlon plants.

After the dlscusslon, the Council asked the Permanent Representatlves
Committee to press ahead wlth lts discusslons on the subJect so that
it could take a declslon at 1ts meetlng 1n June.

ENV]RONMENT AND EMPLOYMENT CREATION

The Council resumed the examlnatlon of the proposal- for a Declslon
establishlng a five-year Community-wide programme of proJects
illustrating how action taken ln the envlronmental field can also
contrlbute to employment creatlon. The Councll malnly concentrated
on the flnanclal aspects of the proposal.

I After the discusslon, the Councll asked the Permanent Representatlves
committee to contlnue 1ts examlnatlon of thls proposal and to
resubmit it in due course.
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CONTROL OF SUBSTANCES }IHICH DEPLETE THE OZONE LAYER

21. III.8B

The Councll held an lnltlal exchange of vi.ews on the proposal for a

Decision concludlng and lmplementlng the Vlenna Conventlon for the
protectlon of the ozone layer and the Montreal Protocol- on substances
that deplete the ozone layer, and on the proposal for a Regulation
on the implementation of the Montreal Protocol in the Communlty.

The Council noted that the political will existed for taklng a decislon
on this matter 1n good time to enable the Montreal- Protocol to come

into force on 1 January f989. IL stressed the lmportance 1t attached
to all the Member States ratifying the Vienna Convention as soon as
posslble and in any event by 1 October 1988. It lnstructed the
Permanent Representatlves Commlttee to press ahead with its
discussions so that it could act on the proposal for a Declslon and

the proposal for a Regulation at the next meeting ln June.

POLLUTION FROM MOTOR VEHICLES (small- cublc capaclty)

Pending the European Parliamentrs Oplnion, the Council held an

lnltial exchange of vlews on the proposal for a Dlrectlve relating
to measures to be taken agalnst air pollution by gases from the
engines of motor vehicles (sma11 cublc capacity).

After the discussion, the Councll stressed the need to reach an

early declsion on the subJect. It therefore lnstructed the Permanent
Representatives Committee to continue the dlscusslons with all due
speed so that it coul-d reach an agreement at 1ts meeting 1n June,
after the European Parliament I s Oplnion had been recelved.
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Aerisul!ural-pqllsv

The Councll adopted, ir the offlclal languages of the Communlties,
Regulations:

- amending Regulatlon No BO4/68 on the common organlzatlon of the
market ln milk and m11k products. The alm of this amendment 1s to
lncrease the effectlveness of the supplementary levy 1n the mllk
sector where Formula B applled (dalry quotas) (see Press
Retease 4443/88 Presse f3 );

- amendlng Regulatlon No LB20/80 for the stimulation of agricultural
development 1n the less-favoured areas of the ÿfest of Ire1and.
A common position on this matter was establ-ished by the
Agrlculture Councll at lts meetlng on T-9 Nlarch 19BB ( see Press
Release 4%3/BB Presse 2T).

ElshsrleÊ-pellqv

The Councll adopted ln the offlclal languages of the Communltles a

Decision flxing the customs dutles on lmports of redflsh (Sebastes Spp),
fresh, chilled or frozen, fall1ng wlthin codes 0302 6g 31, 0302 6g 33,
0303 79 35,0303 79 37, ex 0304 10 99 and 0304 90 31 of the
Comblned Nomenclature and origlnating ln Iceland.
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EeIa!iqqs-s1!b-!be-EEIA-squn!rise

er. rrr. BB

The Councll a<iopted, in the off1c1a1 languages of the Communltles,
Regulations on the appllcatlon of Decisions IJo 3/Bl of the
EEC-EFTA Joint Conmlttees amending Protocol No 3 with a view to
determining the rules for the appllcation of Declsion No 3/86 in
the case of Spaln and the Canary Islands, Ceuta and Mel11la.

§ssiel-aIIairs

The Council agreed on the arrangements for the Communltyrs
participation 1n the proceedings of the United Nations Commisslon
on the Status of Vüomen (Vienna, 14 to 23 March 19BB).
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Brusscls, l8 March tggg

M'TE BIO (88) 98 AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX
CC: AUX MEMBRES DU SERVTCE PORTE-PAROLE

#a

RENDEZ-VOUS DE MIDI - t8 March 1988

(M.F. Bcrcndt)
The maJor lssuc on the agenda of thls councl I wl I I bs on largcconrbustlon !nstallatlons, whlch lncludes powcr statlons andlndustrlal plant. The Councl I has bcen dlscusslng for somc ycars
Cormlsslon proposals whlch would provlde for â 6Of reductlon lnso2 and a 4or recluctlon for Nox and dust on â natloàal baslsbctwecn l98O and t995. Strlct stahdards would at3o bc 3ct for
ncw plant. ThG prcsldcncy has put forward nèw compromlssproporals whlch would lay down a thrcc-phase rcductlon ln so2(aOË by 1999, 60S by t999, and 70* by 2OO3). Thts may prova toostrlct for thc Brlttsh, and thc Spanlsh delegatlon ls axpoctcd toask for speclal excmptlons for lmportcd coal.
As far as new plant ls concerned, the maln argument wltl ccntrcon thc mlnlmum slze of lnstal latlon, whcrc Brltaln rcgards tha6on{ proposect by thc cormlsston âs too smat l. Thc pràsldcncy lsproposlng 5o lvtt{ but wlth cxempttons tor.ncw solld fucl ptanl
wh I ch wou I d be f I xed at IOO irtUr.

A flnal declslon on thls dosstcr aeams unllkcly.
Thc councl I wl I I have thc ftrst opportunlty to consldcr ths
Comnlsslon'3 ncw proposals for lmplenncntlng thc Montrcal protocol
on thc rsductlon of CFC productlon. Thc Cormlsslon has propossd
lmplcmentatlon on a cormunlty basls of a f rcczg, fol lowcd by a
6OX rcductlon ln two stages.

thc Cormlsslon's ncw proposals on smal I ear emlsglons wll I alsobc on thc agenda of counclt for thc flrst tlme. oplnlon ls
expccted to be evenly cllvlded, half thc Member Statcs rcaardlngthe proposed norms as too strlct and the others as too lax.
Thls councll marks the end of the European year of thcEnvlronment. The results of thc Year wl I I be dlscusscd ln thc
councl I and at tg.oo hrs. the closlng ccremony wll I bs hcld lnthc Centre Borschettc where Mlnlsters wl I I seê and cxhlbltlon onthc proJects whlch havc bcen carrled out durlng thc ycar.

othcr polnts on thc agcnda' of thc councl I lncludc chromc,
chloroform and tltanlum dloxldc ln watcr and also thc
cormlsslon's proposals for conmunlty flnanclng of pllot proJects
for crcatlng Jobs through cnvlronmental lnvestmcnt.



Matêr lcl dlstr lbué

lP 182 NETT - Nouveau rêseau d'lnformatlon pour la transfen
dc tcqhnologtc dans le sqcteur de l'envlronnement

Memo 45 Preparatlon du Consell Envlronnement du 2t.3.88
Mcmo 44 Bul lctln mensuel de l'Eurostat sur le chônagc
lP 165 Drolt antldumplng sur l'aclde oxat-lque provcnant du

Talwan, ct dc la Corêc du Sud
lPl64 Alde al lmentalrc pour unc vâleur de 184 Mecus

C.D. Ehlermann
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/TELEXHF
BRUSSELS, AA MRRCH r9gg
NOTE BIO (88) 98 SUITE 1 AUX BUREÊUX NRTIONâUX
CCT RUX I'IEIIBRES DU SERVICE PORTE-PâROLE

ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL - ?T MRRCH IggB (M.F. BERENDT)
THE ENVIRBNMENT COUNCIL CONCLUDED ITS AFFRIRS âT MIDNIGHT AFTER R
DAY' S NEEOTIâTIONS TJHICH PRODUCED TtlO FIRFI DECISIONS: â RESOLUTION ON
THE EUROPERN YEÊR OF THE ENVIRONI{ENT I.IHIEH COFIMITTED IIEIIBER STÊTES TO
CONTINUINE THE I.JORK OF THE YERR âND â COMMUNITY DIRECTIVE CONTROLLINE
EMISSIONS OF CHLOROFORM FRON INDUSTRIÊL PLâNT INTO THE ENVIRT]NI,IENT.
I{INISTERS RLSO BRVE THEIR FIRST REAETIBNS TO THE COMMISSION'S
PROPOSALS FOR II'IPLEMENTâTION OF THE ÈIONTRERL PROTOEOL ON THE CECS.
AIR POLLUTION
THE SUBJECT I.JHICH tdâS EXPECTED TO DOIüIINâTE THE SESSION, STRNDâRDS FOR
LARGE COMBUSTION INSTRLLâTIONS, HâS DISCUSSED BEFORE RND DURTNC LUNCH
I.JHEN IT BECâI'IE CLERR THâT THE UNITED KINGDOM OBJEETIONS TO THE
PRESIDENCY' S COMPROFIISE PROPOSALS PRCIVED TOO 6REAT TO âLLOI.I
NEEOTIÊTIONS TO CONTINUE. THE ISSUE NOI.I 6OES TO COREPER FOR FURTHER



[.IORK. âÈIONG THE NUüEROUS PROBLEMS IS THE THRESHOLD LEVEL âT ].IHICH
THE DIRECTIVE I.'OULD RPPLY, THE TIME-SEÊLE ÊND FIBURES ENVISâGED UNDER
THE PRESIDENCY CoMPROI4ISE, lTOOlO REDUETION rN SULPH|JR DIOXTDE By
EOOS) âND THE VâRIOUS EXEI{PTIONS NECESSARY TO ACHIEVE AN OVERALL
âGREE}IENT.
]'IINISTERS 6ÊVE THEIR FIRST REAETIONS TO THE COMMISSION' S PROPOSÊLS
FOR EMISSION STÊNDâRDS FOR CRRS UP TO I.4 LITRES. THESE PROPOSâLS
I.JOULD COMPLETE THE LUXEMBOURB PÊCKâ6E I.IHICH I,JRS âDOPTED IN DECEFIBER
1987 BY SETTING LEVELS OF 30 G. PER TEST FBR CâRBON ÈIONOXIDE RND 8 B.
PER TEST FOR HYDROCâRBONS RND NITROEEN OXIDES COMBINED. THE REÊCTION
OF ÈIINISTERS tlâS PREDICTÊBLE, BELBIUI'|, LUXEIiIBOURE ÊND IRELAND l.lERE
âBLE TO RECEPT THE COFTMISSION PROPOSAL, DENMÊRK, EERMRNY,
NETHERLANDS âND GREECE REBÊRDED IT AS TOO LÊX DEFIÊNDINB EO G. âND 5
6., IIHILE BRITâIN, FRRNCE, ITâLY, PORTUBâL RND SPâIN CRLLED FOR NORmS
HHICH TIERE LESS STRICT, 35 B. AND la 6. THIS PRBPOSRL COMES UNDER
âRTIELE 1OAR OF THE TREâTY AND COI.JLD EVENTURLLY BE TRKEN BY OUALIFIED
MAJORITY FOLLOT.JINB â DOUBLE READINB PROEEDURE I.IITH THE EUROPEAN
PâRLIÊÈIENT.
ON CFCS MINISTERS I.JERE BROADLY IN FâVOUR OF THE COiII'IISSION' S
PROPOSâLS TO CONTROL SUPPLY RâTHER THRN TRYINE TO LIMIT THE LEVEL OF
USE OF THESE PRODUCTS. âLL EXPRESSED THEIR INTENTION TO SI6N NND
RATIFY THE PâRENT VIENNâ CONVENTION âND THE MONTREHL PROTOCOL ITSELF
SO THEY COULD COME INTO EFFECT BY THE BEBINNINE OF 1989.
DENITIâRK, 6ERMÊNY, THE NETHERLRNDS AND THE UK ANNOUNEED THâT THEY HAD
ALL REÊCHED VOLUNTARY âRRâNBEMENTS I.IITH I{ÊNUFACTURERS TO PHRSE OUT
THE USE OF CFCS IN REROSOLS. NEGOTIâTIONS I.TILL BEBIN IN EARNEST RT
THE JUNE COUNCIL I.IHEN THE PRESIDENCY HOPES TO RCHIEVE A DEEISION.
I.JATER POLLUTION
A FUNDAMENTÊL PROBLET'I }IHICH BESET DISCUSSIONS ON DISCHâRBES OF CHRO]'IE
ÊND CHLTIROFORiI INTO T.TâTER WÊS THE BRITISH CONTENTION THf,T THE COUNCIL
sHouLD BE TâKIN6 SUCH DECISIONS FOR LrST I DÊNEEROUS SUBSTâNCES,
RÊTHER THAN WORKINE ON THE SO-CâLLED BREY LIST CHEF|TERLS. HOhJEVER,
THE COUNEIL T.JâS âBLE TO ABREE THE DIRECTIVE ON CHLOROFORII ON THE
UNDERSTâNDINB THÊT IT I.,OULD APPLY TO DISCHâRBES FROI'I INDUSTRIâL
PROCESSES AND THâT THE COMMISSION I.JOULD BE EIVING PRIORITY TO
SUBSTÊNEES ' THâT âRE LIKELY TO BE PRESENT IN COHHUNITY I.IÊTERS RT
LEVELS WHIEH CâUSE PÊRTICULâRLY IMPORTâNT ENVIRONMENT PROBLEMS" THE
NEW I'IEÊSURE SETS EMISSION LIMITS âND OUâLITY OBJEETIVES IN [.IÊTER. IT
REFLEtrTS THE RISKS âSSOCIâTED I.JITH THIS PâRTICULâR "SUBSTâNCE. âIO
ËUCH COI'IPROMISE EOUT]D BE TOUND TO RLLtrt,J 'RDOPTIEN I]F EIMILRR PROPT]SRLË
ON EHROME. I.JORK ].JILL CONTINUE.
DISEUSSIONS HAVE BEEN UNDERI.JAY FOR SOME YERRS ON THE DISCHAREE âND
DUiIPINB OF TITÊNIUFI DIOXIDE WÊSTE. TIOA IS USED PRRTICULÊRLY IN THE
PAINTS âND VâRNISHES INDUSTRY. THE FRENCH AND SPÊNISH FIINISTERS ].'ERE
UNRBLE TO RCEEPT THâT DISCHÊREE ÊND DUÈIPINE ÊT SEâ SHOULD BE PHâSED
ouT BY THE END OF 1999, BUT THE RLTERNÊTIVE OF t99a HâS REFUSED By
DENMÊRK âND ITâLY. THE UK È1INISTER REJECTED THE USE EHISSION LIMITS
FOR CERTAIN TYPES OF WÊSTE.
EMPLOYMENT CRERTION
THE COUNtrIL HAD A BRIEF DISEUSSION OF THE COMI{ISSIONI S PROPOSAL FOR â
35 FIILLION EEU FUND FOR PILOT EI'IPLOYI'IENT-EREÊTINB PROJECTS IN THE
ENVIRBNMENT SEETOR. IN ORDER TO OVERCOME THE RELUCTANCE OF SOI{E
MEFIBER STâTES TO ÊCCEPT THIS SPECIÊL FUNDTNE, THE COF'IMISSTON âEREED
TO SUBMIT A COMFIUNICÊTION SETTINE OUT R COHERENT COFIMUNITY PROERRFIME
FOR âLLOEÊTINE SOME EXISTINE COMMUNITY STRUCTURâL FUNDS FOR
ENVIRONMENTâL INVESTMENT.



DURINB THE EVENINE MINISTERS VISITED RN EXTREMELY COMPREHENSIVE
EXHIBITION OF THE âCHIEVEMENTS OF THE EUROPEÊN YEâR OF THE
ENVIRONMENT tlHIcH l.JÊs HELD AT THE cENTRE gonscxeiiÈ, -âLTHSSGH 

soMEIIINISTERS DISCLRIMED THEIR I.JISH TO CELEBRâTE RFTER Â NNTXEN
UNCT]NSTRUCTIVE COUNCIL MEETINB. COMMISSIONER CLINTON DRVIS TOLD THECOUNCIL THERE I.JAS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR DEEISIONS AND THAT FINE I.JORDS
I.JOULD BE OUITE MEÊNINBLESS IF THE COUNCIL COULD NOT âCT TO ADVRNCE
ENVIRONMENT POLICY.
RE6RRDS,
C. D. EHLERMRNN

+++ END OF TEXT +++
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