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Number, place
and da'(c of Subject President Commission Main items of business
meeting
1211thl Gft;neral Mr Ellemann- Mr Delors Radioactivity8
Brussels affairs Jensen Mr Narjes Follow-up to C h Euro-
14 December Mr Tygesen Mr Clinton Davis pean vé(:lfncif) openfiagen Euro
Mr De Clercq . ) .
Preparation for sixth meeting of
EEC-Yugoslavia Cooperation
Council
Uruguay Round
Community programme in telecom-
munications technologies (RACE):
adopted®
) - RACE
2.1.292. On 14 December the Council |
adopted,? on a proposal from the Com- © 2.1.71. After considering the amended

mission,3 a Decision concerning Com-
munity arrangements for the early exchange
of information in the event of a radiological
emergency. The Decision specifies, among
other things, that whenever a Member State
takes or considers taking emergency meas-
ures to protect the general public following
the detection of abnormally high radio-
activity levels, it must notify forthwith the
Commission and those Member States
which are, or are likely to be, affected of
‘the said measures and of the reasons for
taking them.

Q)L 371,30.12.1987.
3 O_I C .1§0,_ 18.6.1987; Bull. EC 4-1987, point 2.1.148.

Commission proposal® under the cooper-
ation procedure, the Council adopted on 14
December a Decision on the Community
programme in the field of advanced tele-
communications technologies (RACE).?

550 million ECU of Community funds has
been allocated to this five-year programme.
It is designed, in conjunction with public
and private action — both national and
international — in the field of telecommuni-
cations technologies, to promote the com-
petitiveness of the Community’s telecom-
munications industry, operators and service
providers in order to make available to the
final users, at minimum cost and with mini-
mum delay, the services which will sustain

8 Bull. EC 11-1987, point 4.1.6/; uj L 304, 28.11.1986;
Buil. EC 10-1986, point 2.1.44.
9 QOJL16,21.1.1988.



Brussels, 11 December 1987

NOTE BI10 (87) 343 AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX 33
CC: AUX MEMBRES DU SERVICE DU PORTE-PAROLE 7L

GENERAL AFFAIRS COUNCIL - 14 DECEMBER 1987 (F. L BAIL)

RADIOACTIVE CONTAMINATION OF FOODSTUFFS (M.F. BERENDT)

The General Affairs Councl! of December 14 will begin further
discusslions on two proposed regulations for protecting the public
against the risks of radioactivity in foodstuffs:

- reintroduction on a Community baslis of the post-Chernobyl
standards for caesium levels in foodstuffs imported to the
Community

- establishment of an automatic system which wouild allow limits to
be appiled immediately to all foodstuffs marketed in the Community
following abnormal radioactivity levels or a nuclear accident,
while more specific limits are introduced

It has long been clear that a Councl| decision is necessary on both
parts of the package If an agreement Is to be reached. Most member
states are looking for a two-year reintroduction of the post-Chernobyl
regulation, which ltaid down maximum levels of 370bq per kg for milk
products and baby foods and 600bg per kg for all other foodstuffs.
This would apply to imports from outside the Community, and determine
the qualiity standards for intervention and export refunds.

A unanimous Councii decision on this regulation would open the way for
an agreement by qualiflied majority vote on the automatic system. The
French government argued at the last meeting of the Council that two
years was too long and Greece resisted an agreement pending a
satisfactory solution to the problems of Greek durum wheat which has
levels rather higher than those laid down In the post-Chernoby!
regulation.

A qualifled majority on the Commission proposals for an automatic
system came closer after the Commission had put forward stricter
levels for strontium and for liquid foodstuffs. This still did not far
enough for the German minister, whereas the French delegation argued
that the new limits strayed too far from those recommended by the
Article 31 committee of Euratom. The argument will be joined again on
Monday .

As far as the legal base for thlis regulation Is concerned, the
Commission has informed the European Parllament that it will maintain
its original position and use article 31 of the Euratom Treaty. The
purpose of the proposal Iis the protection of human health, which Is
the essential aim »of article 31, and the European Par|lament demand
for inclusion of article 100A, which would have introduced the fuil
cooperation procedure between the institutions, has not been accepted.

o o



Mr Clinton Davis is expected to make a statement to the plenary
session of the Parllament on Tuesday, December 15, explaining the
Commission’s position and its reaction to the amendments voted in the
October session, after which the Commission had asked for time to

reflect. A Parliament vote on the whole proposal as amended Is
scheduied for Wednesday evening.

Regards, -

Morasin”
C.D. Ehlermann



Bruxelles, le 11 décembre 1987.

NOTE BIO(87)343 (sulte 1) AUX BUREAUX NAT IONAUX
CC. AUX MEMBRES DU SERVICE DU PORTE-PAROLE

Préparation du Consel | Affalres Générales :

(F. Le Ball)

Trols points concernant les relations extérlieures apparailssent a
|‘ordre du jour du Consel | Affalres Générales. Dans les trols
cas, Il s'agit de simples rapports. :

Mr De Clercq fera le bilan de Ia situation au seln des quatorze

groupes de négoclation de | ‘Uruguay Round. Il mettra un accent
particulier sur le document sur les services qul vient d'étre
présenté au GATT. Il fera rapport de son voyage & Tokyo ains|

que sur la réunion ministérieltle Commission / Etats-Unlis qul a
lleu aujourd’'hul et demain.

En marge du Consell, se tiendra |le Conseil de coopération avec |a
Yougoslavie. Ce Consell sera |‘occasion de faire le point sur

| 'ensemble des relations avec ce pays, particulieérement important
pour la Communauté pulsque situe entre deux Etats membres et dans
lequel le Président Delors avalt effectué un voyage officilel -
particul iérement positif |1 y a peu.

Rendez-vous de midi

En réponse A des questlions sur la négoclation avec Isra#l sur

| ‘exportation de prodults en provenance des territolres occupés,
nhous avons indiqué que nous étions parvenus a un texte de
conclusion avec les autoriteés Israé¢liennes. Ce texte a éte
transmis aux Etats membres dqul devralent se prononcer rapidement.

éﬂ—/' EHL%ANN.



Bruxelies, le 14 décembre 1987

Note Bio (87) 343 (suite 2) aux bureaux natlionaux
CC. aux membres du Service du Porte-Parole

Consell Affaires générales

Le Conseil! vient d‘'adopter & I'unanimité le programme RACE.

Avant son adoption, le Président Delors a exhorté les Ministres a
ne pas retenlir, pour certaines décisions de gestion du programme,
la formule du Comité de régiementation avec contre-fifet. En-
effet, cette formule ne garantit pas la prise de décislion. Elle
peut aboutir 4 la non déclision. Le Président Delors a rappeile
1’esprit de 1°'Acte Unique dont un des buts essentiels étalt de
déclider mieux et plus efflcacement. La formule du contre~filet
he rassure pas suffisamment les Industriels, mais constitue un
¢élément d’insécurite.

La Présidence n’'a pas accepté |la demande de |a Commission de se
donner un délal de réflexion Jusqu’au prochain Consell de
recherche (21.12), en Invoquant les échéances du régiement

filnancler pour les engagements budgétalres au titre de | ‘exerclice
1987.

Le Président Delors n’'a pas voulu engager un débat général sur
I'utilisation de |'articlie 145 nouveau C.E.E et de la décision
cadre de julllet 1987 régissant les modalités dans lesquelles le
Consell tranfert des compétences d’'exécution & Ia Commission. 1
s‘est réserveé d’'évoquer cette matiére d’'une manlére générale au.
Consell européen, & la lumlére de |‘'utiliisation, facheusement
restrictive, que pratiquent actueliement les instances du
Consell.

TN ~

C.-D. EHLERMANN -

Mateériel diffuse : IP 549 Alde d’'urgence en faveur du Liban
(2.000.000,~ écus).

IP 561 : OPAEP (réunion du 10-11 décembre 1987
4 Bruxelles.



Brusseis, 14 December 1987

NOTE BIO (87) 343 SUITE 3 AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX
CC: AUX MEMBRES DU SERVICE DU PORTE-PAROLE

GENERAL AFFAIRS COUNCIL - 14 December 1987

This morning’s general affairs Council has at last succeeded In
breaking the log)am over the Problem of contamination of
foodstuffs from radioactivity. This difflcult complex of issues
has been resolved by the double yse of qualified majority voting.
Ministers decided on an immedlate reintroduction for a three-
month period of the post-Chernoby! Iimits of 370bq and 600bq for
caeslium for Imports from outside the Community. This wii| give
the Council time to give legal form to two decislions:

- an extenston for two years less three months (le two years
from now) of the post-Chernoby! levels on imports

- adoption of a permanent emergency system which would provide
for the automatic Introduction of maximum permissible limits

of radloactivity if abnormal levels of radloactivity or a
.nuclear acclident occur

Commenting on the Councli | declisions, Commissioner Clinton Davis
described It as a good day for the Community Institutions. The
Issue was to protect the health of ait our people; this was the

overriding Issue and he belleved that the Counci! had achleved
this.

1. The post-Chernoby! |imits

These 1imits were set out In regulation 1707/88, which has since
lapsed but has now been given new life. The figures, which are
for caesium alone, are 370 becquere! per kg/iitre for dalry
products and baby food and 600bqg for other foodstuffs. They
govern imports from third countries and are applied as quallity
criteria for export. refunds and intervention.

The use of a qualified majorlity vote to reach a common political
position was an unexpected development. The Greek minister
continued to oppose the three-month first phase and the
commltment to apply the system for the next two years; France
a!1so opposed the three month first phase.

2. Permanent emergency system

Those countries not sSubscribing to the quailfied majority were
Greece, Germany, Luxembourg and Denmark - not quite sufficient to
block an agreement on a common political position. The system
agreed sets out maximum Iimits which will be automatically



P

appllied by all member states In the event of a nuclear accident
or an abnormal level af radloactivity. The regulstion would apply
to all food marketed within the Communtity, whether imported, soid
from one member country to another, of simply put on the domestic
market of a single member state. "

Once the emergency system had been triggered, It would apply for
& period of three months, during which time the Commission woutd
Propose |imits specific to the particular clircumstances of the
accldent or Incident. in this second stage the dacisions might
vary according to the geographical situation, the foodstuffs
covered or the nuclear Isotopes involved.

The table below sets out the figures proposed by the Commission
and accepted by the Counci!. The Commission has $ix months to
make proposals for baby foods and liquid foodstuffs (soft drinks,
alcoholic drinks, mineral water etc). :

(Ba/kg or Bqg/1)

Dalry Other foodstuffs
produce except minor foodstuffs

- tw

Isotopes of strontium, ‘
notabty Sr-90 125 7580

Isotopes of lodine,
hotably 1-1314 800 2 000

Alpha-emitting Isotopes

of plutonium and :

transpliutonium elements,

notably Pu-239, Am-241 20 80

All other nuclides of

half-life greater than

10 days, notably Cs-134, :

Cs-137 1 000 1 250

The formal legal decisions are expected to be taken by thé
Counci! following the European Counci! In Brusseis, but the
presidency firmly established the quallified majorities on both
questions, subject only to confirmation by the i(tatian ‘
government. Mr. Clinton Davis will be reporting tomorrow
(December 18) In the European Pariiament, which will give its
opinion on the permanent emergency system on Wednesday
December 18.

Regards,

N4 Qaﬁﬁ——/’



Bruxelles, le 14 décembre 1987.

NOTE BIO(87)343 (sulte 4) AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX
CC. AUX MEMBRES DU SERVICE DU PORTE-PAROLE

Consell Affalres Générales :

* Uruguay Round :

Mr De Clercqg a falt aux Ministres un bref rapport du déroulement
des dliscussions dans le cadre de | 'Uruguay Round. Il a estime
que la phase préparatoire s‘est blen passée, que ia Communauté a
été particullérement active et de ce fait bénéficle d'une .
Impression favorable qu’eille doit consollider. C'est pourquol, a-
t-il dit, nous devons adopter rapidement notre offre de
démantelement des restrictlons quantitatives (rollil-back). Il a
rappelé que la Communauté n‘'étalt pas hostile au concept de "mid-
term review" a condition que cela n'implique pas des débats de
procédure au deétriment des travaux sur |a substance des sujets en
négoclation.

Cet exposé a entratné la reéaction de la France et de I"ltalle,
toutes deux rappelant teur attachement au concept de giloballte
des négoclations. L‘'Italie, d’autre part, a précisé qu‘eille
étalt en faveur d'une |Ibéralisation des services mals que
celle-cl devait étre progressive.

* Japon :
Compte-rendu de Mr De Clercq sur son voyage au Japon pour
souligner qu‘ili avalt demandé au Gouvernement Japonals un

engagement ferme de restructurer et d‘ouvrir son marche, des
réponses précises aux demandes sectorielles présentées par fa
Communauté, enfin un melileur traltement de Ia Communauteée a la
fois dans |e programme d’'achats publics entrepris par le
gouvernement japonals ainsi que dans les programmes de grands
travaux. Il a estimé que le message avalt été bien percu par les
autorités japonaises, que le Premier Ministre avait réaffirme |a
détermination de son gouvernement a continuer sur la vole de la
réforme structurelie selon les lignes du rapport Maekawa. Sur
les questions sectorielles, 1es autorltes Japonaises ont Indique
qu’el les donneralent. des réponses précises avant la fin de

| ‘année. Mals sur la question des vins et alcools, Mr De Clercq
a indiqué que si les Japonals persistaient A vouloir iler 1a mise
en oeuvre des conclusions du panel a une réforme générale de leur
systéme de taxation, la Communaute devra envisager une actlion
précise.

* Etats-Unis ‘

Mr De Clercq a Informeé les Ministres du dérouiement de |a réunion
ministériellie Commission / Etats-Unis. Il a estimé que cette '
réunion s‘'est déroulée dans une excel lente atmosphére dont on )
Peut conclure que la relation Communaute / Etats-Unis n’‘est pas
8| mauvaise que de récents conflits ont pu le falire crolre, que
la plupart des contentleux ont eéte régiés ou sont en vole de
régliement, enfin que 1'’'humeur est au dialogue.



* Textile / Turqule : s

La déliégation grecque rejointe par Is délégation portugaise est
intervenue pour critiquer ies devolopppments du commerce du
textiie entre I1a Comunpauté et Ja Turaisie. Elle souhalte des
controles plus stricts et plus efficaces. La déiégation grecque
souhaite pour sa part gue la Communauté ne conclye pas d’'accord
avec les exportateurs mais plutot avec le gouverngment.

Mr De Clercq a rétorque que ia Commission avait respecteé |es
directives de négoclations que lul avalt données ie Consell,
qu‘elile avait obtenu um accrolissement au nombre des |imitations
quantitatives et qu’'elte soumettrait prochainement au Consel! e

résultat de ces négociations pour qu’lkl |’approuve sur ta base de
"Artc‘ "3- * )

Amitiés,

Ay

C.D., EHLERMAN.
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Brussels
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Radioactivity®

Follow-up to Copenhagen Euro-
pean Council

Preparation for sixth meeting of
EEC-Yugoslavia Cooperation
Council

Uruguay Round

Community programme in telecom-
munications technologies (RACE):
adopted®

1988 guide prices for fishery prod-
ucts: adopted??

TACs and quotas
adopted!?

Norway, Facroes!?

French Guiana waters!®
Greenland waters!0

NAFO

Technical conservation measures!?

Negotiations for EEC-Morocco
fisheries agreement: oral report
from Commission!?

Relations with Mauritanial?

Fisheries relations with certain
international organizations and
non-member countries

for 1988:

Dangerous preparations: common
position!!

Good laboratory practice: common
position!!

Good laboratory practice: common
position!!

Trade marks

Non-life insurance!2

Information to be published when
a major holding in listed company
is acquired or disposed of!2

Safety of toys: common position!!

Indication of prices for non-food
products and for foodstuffs!!

Consumer involvement in standar-
dization and integration of con-
sumer ?olicy with other common
policies!!
Child safety

Consumer safety in connection with
Community consumer products
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