
COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

GENERAL SECRETAR]AT

PRESS RELEASE

10042/87 (Presse 206)

1205th meeting of the Council

- Envlronment

Brussels, I December 1987

Presldent: Chrlstlan CHRISTENSEN

Minister for the Environment
and for Nordlc Affalrs

of the Klngdom of Denmark.

Presse 206 - G



The Governments of theof the European Communities

Egletgs'
Mrs Miet SMET

Denmark:

Mr Christlan CHRISTENSEN

Mr Mogens BUNDGAARD-NIELSEN

2

Member States and
were represented

3 . Xrr.

the Commission
as follows:

87

State Secretary for the Envlronuent

Minlster for the Environment andMinister for Nordlc Affairs
State Secretary,
Ml nl stry of t,he Envi ronmen t

9gtgegv-t

Mr Klaus TOEPFER

Greece:

Mr Evangelos KOULOUMBIS

leeil'
Mr Javlen SAENZ COSCULLUELA

Federal Minlster for ùhe Environment,
Nature Conservatlon and Reaetor
Safety

Mlnlster of Publlc Works, Regional
Planning and the Envlronment

Minlster for bhe Public ttorks and
Town Planning

France:

Mr Alain CARIGNON

Ireland:

Mr Dennis 0rLEARY

I taly:
Mr Giorgio RUFFOLO

Mlnlster attaehed to the Ministerfor Infrastructure, Housing, Townald Country P1annlng and Transport,
with responslbllity for the Envlronment

Deputy Permanent Representati ve

Minlsber for the Envi ronment

10042 e/87 (presse ZO6) .../...



3- 3. Xrr. 87

Luxembourg:

Mr Robert KRIEPS

Netherlands:

Minlster for the Environment

Mr E.H.T.M. NIJPELS Minister for Housing,
Planning and the Environment

lgllgeel-,
Mr Luis VALENTE DE OLMIRA Minister for Planning and

Terrltorlal Adminlstration

United Kingdom:

Lord BELSTEAD Minister of State,
Department of t,he Environment

qo

Commi ss i on :

Mr Stanley CLINTON-DAVIS Member

10042 e/87 (Presse 206) .../...



4- 3. xrr. 87

COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAMME TO COMBAT ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION

BY CADMIÏ'I,I

The Council (1) approved the Resolution concernlng a Comnunlty
action programme to combat envlronmental pollution by cadmlum,
whlch is attached in Annex I.

At the same tlme, the Council invibed the Commission to
submit proposals for Communlty rules concernlng a source-orlented
approach to pollution by other heavy metals, to be eombined,
if necessary, wlth action programmes on the lines of this progranme.

( 1 ) The uK has malntained a parriamentary scrutlny reserve.
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION SYSTEM FOR THE CONTROL AND REDUCTION O,F

POLLUTION CAUSED BY THE SPILLAGE OF HYDROCARBONS AND OTHER HANMFUL

SUBSTANCES AT SEA

I'lhire awaiting the oplnion of fhe European parliament,
ùhe council arrived at a considerabre measure of agreement on
the draft Declsion which is intended to extend to inland waters
the scope of Decision 86/85 (Community information sysLem for
the eontror and reduction of pollution caused by the spirrage
of hydrocarbons and other harmful substanees at sea). This proposal
constit,utes a finst reaction to the accidentar porrution of
the Rhine near gâIe in November 1976.

The Council invited the Committee of Permanent Representatives
!o resubmit the matter for finat adoption once the European
Parliament has given its opinion.

LIMIT VALUES AND QUALITY OBJECTIVES (HCCB/HCBD)

tühiIe awaiting the opinion of the European Parliament,
the councir expressed a favourable position on bhe proposed
Directive amending Annex lI of Directive 86/280 on limit values
and quality objectives for discharges of certain dangerous substances
included in List I of the Annex to Directive 76/464.

The purpose of the proposar is to ray down rimit varues
and quality objectives for two List I substances : hexachlorobenzene
(HCB) and hexachlorobutadine (HCBD).

The Council invited the Committee of Permanent Representatives
to resubmit the proposar to it with a view to the adoption of
the DirecLive as soon as possible and in the Iight of the opinion
of the European Parllament.

10042 e/87 (Presse 206) .../...



6- 3. Xrr. 87

MOTOR VEHICLE POLLUTION

The council adopted two Directives concernlng measures
to be taken wibh regard to:

- air pollution by gases from positive ignition engines of motor
vehicles (private cars) ( 1 )

- emission of gaseous porrutants from dieser engines for use
in heavy goods vehicles. ( 1 )

The Councll then reached a common positlon, by quallfied
majority, to be transmitLed to the European Parliament, on treasures
to be taken agalnst ain pollutlon by particulate emissions from
diesel engines of private cars. The draft Directive provides
for :

- First stage : (from 1.10.1989 for new types ;
from 1.10.1990 for all new vehicles)

limit value of 1.1 g/Lesb.

- Seeond stage : The Councll eonsldered t,hab a second stage
1n the redüction of partlculate emissions nust be implemented
as quickly as posslble and that, a level of 0.8 g/test should
be aehieved, taklng into account t,he technlcal/economic possl-
bllitles whieh exist at that tlme.

Before the end of 1989 the Council wi1l decide, on the
basis of a proposal from bhe Commlsslonr oD the lmplenentation
of the second stage.

(1) For details of these measures, see press communicatlon
Environmenb CounciL - 21 July 1'98T fi833/87 presse 135).
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EXPONT/IMPORT OF CERTAIN DANGENOUS CHEMIèALS

The Council neached agreement ( 1 ) on the Regulatlon concerning
exporf from and lmport into the community of certain dangerous
chemicals. This Regulation will establlsh a common system of
notificatlon and informatlon covering those chemicals which
are banned or severely restricted on account of their effects
on human healfh and the environment.

The approval of !his instrument constitutes an important
additional measure at Community leveI for the protection especlally
of developlng countries.

At the same time the Councll agreed on the text of a Resolution
inviting the Conmlssion to examine in greater detailr and if
approprlat,e, to make proposals concerning the system of rrprlor

informed consentrr of the country importing the dangerous chemicals.
This system is currently operated in certain Member States.

(1) The UK has malntained a parllamentary serutiny reserve.
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LARGE COMBUSTION PLANTS

The Council held further detalled dlscussion on ühe draft
Directive on the rlmitation of emtssions of polJ-utants into
fhe air from large combustlon plants. The basis of the Councilrs
debate were draft guidellnes for further work drawn up by the
Presidencyr guiderines whlch broadLy cover targets and datês
for reducing overall pollution from S02 and N0x, as well as
standards for new pIant.

invited the
work on thls
the coming

At the end of it,s discusslon, the Council
Commiütee of Permanent Representatlves to pursue
basis with a view to reaching flnal agreement in
months.

PROGRAMME ON EMPLOYMENT CREATION IT{ THE ENVIRONMENTAL FIELD

The Council held a first discussion on the draft Decision
for a 5-year Comnunity programme of demonstratlon projects illus-
trating how aetions in the envlronnental field can also contri-
bute to employment creation.

The counclr noted that a naJorlty of delegations brere gene-
ralIy favourably disposed to the proposal, but that others contlnued
to express concerns about it. Finally, the Committee of Pernanenü
Representatives was invlted to pursue its work with a view to
finding an aceeptable sorution which wourd enabre aetlon in
this area to be implemenLed.
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CHROMÏUM

The Council examined the draft Directive on water quality
for chromlum. This is fhe first proposal submitted by the Commission
on a List II (1ess dangerous) substance in the framework of
Directive 76/464 on pollution caused by certain dangerous substances
discharged into the aquatic environment.

The debate allowed progress
of Permanent Representatives was

questions as a matter of priority
on bhe proposal.

to be made, and the Committee
asked to deal with the remainlng
in order to allow early agreemenb

The Couneil also noted that the Commission is preparing
a revised proposal on this subject in the light of the opinion
of the European Parliament.

DUMPING OF !'JASTE AT SEA

The Council had an exchange of views on the environmental
problems created by dumping and incineration of waste at sea.
In the course of this exchange of views, the Councll welcomed

especially the significant progress made at t,he Conference on

lhe protection of the North Sea in London on 24 and 25 November 1987.

In this connection, the Couneil recalled the priority accorded
by the Comrnunity and the Member States ( 1 ) to the need to combat

fresh water and narine pollution from specific or diffused sources.

The Council expects to pursue Community action in this
field on the basis of appropriate proposals of the Comission,
noting that certain proposals have already been submitted to
the CounciI. Unnecessary duplication of work with inbernaüiona1
organisat,ions wi I1 be avoided.

(1) Resolution of 1 9 October 1987 on the continuatlon and
implemenLatlon of a European Community policy and actlon
programme on the Environment (1987/1992).
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OTHER DECISIONS

General Preferences Textiles

The Council adopted the 1988 Generallzed Preferences Scheme

(GSP) for textile products.

For products covered by the WA, ühe nevl scheme represents
a major change to the earlier seheme, which had kept the structure
agreed in 1980 and was based on 1977 trade patterns.

The Council has altered the method of caleulafing the
preferential offer, which wilI henceforward be fixed at O12%

of 1985 Community imports ln the case of dominant countries
or State-trading countries (South Korea, Macao, Hong Kong,

China and Rumania) and at 1fr in the case of the other beneficlaries:
ln so dolng, bhe Community widens the preferentlal opporbunitles
for medlum add small exPorters.

The Council also decided to institute in the üextiles
sector a pronounced differentiation with regard bo highly competiÙive
suppliers, in paralIeI with the approach already adopted in
the industrial sector. This wilI involve certain countries
which have reached a certain overall level of development and

atfained at least 10% of Community imports in a specific category
averaged over 3 years (1983, 1984, 1985). This wilr affect
several categories of bextile and clothing products from Brazilt
Korea, Hong Kong, Macao, Rumania and China ln 1988. However,

the exclusion arrangements have been relaxed in the case of
Chlna and Macao.

To soften their impact, the substantial changes introduced
under the new scheme will be spread'over two years for all
beneficiaries and not fuIIy implemented until 1989.
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The texts adopted by the Counsll ae HelI ae those Lexùs
on lndustrlal, agricurturar and steer products, arready adopüed
on 17 Novenber rast, wlrr be pubrished ln the Officlar Jounnal
as soon as posslble in Decenber.

âe9i:9gep-lgg

The counclr adopted, in the languages of the communitles,
the Regulation imposlng a deflnltlve ancl*dunping duty of
59 ECV/bonne on imporüs of fe-rro-silieon falllng wlthln subheadin6
73.02 c of the common custoos lerlff, corrospondlng to Nr!{EXE
eode 73.O2-3O, originatlng in BrazlI.
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION CONCERNING AN ACTION PROGRAMME TO COMBAT

ENVINONMENTAL POLLUTION BT CADHIUM

THE CoUNCIL,

cONsrDERs t,hat, without, preJudice and in addltion ùo nationar
and community act,ion arready tat<en in this fleld, new actlon
should be taken at Community level to eombaù and reduee cadmlum
porlution, in order to increase the probection of human health
and the environment,

cONSrDERs that it may be necessary in certaln areas further ,

to intensify efforbs to measure and monitor the presence of
eadmium in the envlronmenb, for example in t,he soil,

rNvrrEs the commission, in eonsuJ-tation with Member states,
to contlnue its examination, in the right, of scientific and
lechniear studies, of the extent and relative importance of
the aources of human and environmental contamlnat,ion from cadmiun
and to submit to the Council a report thereon,

!{ELCOMES the initlatlve of the commission proposing an action
programme as an addltional sLep forward to control environmental
pollution by cadmiun and agrees t,hat such control shourd be
pursued through an integrated approaeh taking into aceount aII
the various sources of cadmiun porlution, incrudlng dlffuse
sources,

rNvrrEs the commlssion bo pursue without delay the development
of speeifie measures of the kind ldentified in the action progranoe,
taking into account relevant communlty provisions,
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STRESSES that, in the light of the result of scientific and
bechnical studies, the major elements of the strategy for cadmlum

control in the interests of the protection of human health and
the environment should be the following :

- rimitation of the uses of cadmium bo cases where sultable
alternatives do not exist,

stimulation of research and development :

= of subst,itutes and technological derivatives, in parti-
cular, encouragement to the development of further alter-
natives to t,he use of cadmium in pigments, stabilisers
and plating;

= rerated to the cadmium content of the raw materials used
for the production of phosphate fertilizers ;

= of varieties of tobacco and food plants wit,h a lower cadmium
c ontent,

- collecbion and recyeling of products containing eadmium, for
example batterles,

- deveropment of a strategy deslgned to reduce cadmium input
in soil, for example by approprlabe control measures for ühe

cadmlum content of phosphate fert,ilizers based on suitable
technology not entailing exeessive costs, taking into account
environmental condibions in the different regions of the Comnu-
ni ty,

- combablng slgnifleant sources of airborne and water pollution.
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Brussels, 2 December 1gg7

torE Bto (87) 331 AUX BUREAUX NATTONAUX
CC: AUX MEMBRES DU SERVTCE PORTE-PAROLE

#3

Preparatlon Envlronment Councll, December 3 l9g7 (M. Berendt)

1. Motor vehlcle erhausts

The long-awalted declslons on vehtcle emtsslons should be adopted bythc Envlronment Councll on Thursday on the basls of Arilcle 100A ofthc revlsed Treaty, probably by a quallfled maJorlty votc. The marornegotlatlons on motor car exhausts took place ln lggs, but wereblockcd by reservcs from Denmark and Greecc. For lorrles and coachesthe process followed the same courso. A common posltlon was agreed onboth lssues by a quattfled majorlty vote ln July 1987 ano uroàoly
accepted by the.Europêan'parllament ln lte November scsston.

The proposed dlrectlve for prlvate cars wt I I set strlcter standardsaccordlng to a tlmetable whlch beglns on october 1 tggg for nàw motorvehlcle models of 2 l.ltres or ovor. New models of medlum slzed carswlll be subject to strlcter rules as from october t9g1 and a flrststage cleantng up for models of less than 1.4 lltres ln october 1990.
sccond stagc standards for small cars wllt be proposed by the
Commlsslon before the end of thls year. Tho detalled tlmetable ts asfo I lows:

Category of vehlcles Dates of lmplementatlon

_____-î::-i:::l:1:::_::::t_-
More than 2 lltres 1 .10.1988/1989

Emlsslon norms
(grammes/test )

C025: HC+NOX :6.5
i,lox : 3.5

1.1- 2 lttres 1.10.1991/1993 C030: HC+NOx :8

Less than 1.4 I I tres A) 1 .10.1990/1991

,B) The European standard
and the date of I ts
lmplementat lon wt ll be
dec tcted ln 1987 and the
date of lmplementat lon
wl I I not be later than
1992/1993.

CO45:llC+NOx315
Nox:6

The dlrectlvc sctilng emlsslon standards for lorrlês and coaches
should also be adopted, to come tnto effect from Aprll I lggg for
ncw models and October I 1gg0 for all new vehlcles. No communlty
standards currcntly exlst for heavy vehlctes.

all



Tho councll may dectdc tg votc on communlty standards fqr dleselpartlculatcs from prlvate cars wlth dlesel englnes, so adopilng a
common poslilon as dcf lned under Arilclc 100A. Thls would be oà tnobasls of 1.19 pcr tcst for ncw models and t.4g per test for allproductlon I lnc cars, but strlctcr proposalts submltted by the Germanygovcrnment havc lntroducod a new factor ln the dlscusslone.

2. Large combustlon olant

Llttlê progross ls expected on thls dosslcr, whlch provldes for arcductlon of 60 per cent ln so2 from power etattons anü other
combust lon plant over SOtlll between lg80 anct .tggs, a corr.?.spondlng cutof 40 per cent ln i{ox and dust and thc settlng of strlctcr standardsfor all new plant constructed after 1997. The presldency has proposed
a thlrd stage cut ln the gtobat emlsslons, achlcvlng, say,.an g0 per
cent reductlon ln S02 by 2010. Thls date ls too dlstant ln the vtcw ofthe commlsslon and some other delcgailons, although may o,f fer some
room for ncgotlatlon. The Commlsston cannot acccpt proposals to removeplant of betwccn 50 and 10OMW from the scopo of the rules for newplant, as thls would crc.Iudc lnstallat lons such as br lckworks whlch
should be sublect to tha legtslatton

3. Exoort of dangerous substances

The Councll ls erpcclcd to agree a Communlty poltcy for,firlornotlflcatlon on thc cxport of dangcrous substances, but not the
commlsslon's proposal for prlor lnformed cholce, undor whlch an
lmportlng country woutd have the opportunlty wlthln 60 days ofnotlflcatlon to accept or refuse to allow the substance to be shlppsd.It ls the Commlsslon's vlew, as expressed by Mr Stanloy Cllnton Davls,that the Communlty should not allow the uncontrolled export ofgubstances such a pestlcldes whlch arc brnned or strlctly controlledwlthln thc Communlty.

Ïhe Councl I may adopt a rêsolut lon not lng thc Commlsslon,s lntent lonto takc part ln UNEP work on prlor lnformêd cholce.

4. Dangcrous substanccs In weter

The counclt wlll be consldcrlng dctalled cmlsslon I lmlts for two
substanccs whlch arc on the blackllst of thc dlrectlve of dangorous
substanccs ln watcr: hcxachlorobenzeno and hexachlorobutadenc. tnercls somc posslbll lty of a councll declslon. on chrome, whlch ts a grcyllst substancc (lc rcgarded as less dangerous) there arc also detallcdproposals whlch may run lnto opposltlon from the UK.

5. Othcr oolnts

A programme for rcduclng thc proscncc of cadmlurn ln the envlronmentls erpccted to pass as ân A polnt. Commlsslon proposals for creatlng
Jobs through a serles of pl lot proJects ln th envlronment f lcld has
been runnlng lnto morc dlfflculty, êspoclally ovcr budgetaryquestlons. Thc commtsslon has proposed a programmo of 33rn ECU overthroe years

Regards

''' 
(&9

C.D. Ehlermann
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i.lOTE BtO (87) 331 sutte 1 et
CC: AUX MEMBRES DU SERVTCE DU

f!n AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX
PORTE-PAROLE

Envlronment Counct !, 3 Dccember 1gg7 (M. Bercndt)

The councrr formarry adopted the two drrecilvcs on motor vehtcrecmlsslons, agroolng the standards for type approval of prlvate carsand of rorrres and coaches. For prrvate cars-thrs compretes thencgotlatlng proccss whlch had been suspended for two years before thcCounctt agreed a commoh postuon under the Srngro.Èùrô;;; ;;i rnJuly.Mlnlstcrsatsoagreedàcommonposltlonon@
f rom pr lvatc cars' whlch wl I t be an addlt lonal rcqulrement for t,esetcnglncd vchl'ctcs when thc new motor vchrcrc cmlsslon standards como-lnto cf fcct. Thc dtsscl parilculatc proposai" no* go to thc EuropeanParllament for §ccond readlng bcforc returntng to thc councl! forf lna I adopt ton.

Grecce and Denmark voted agalnst the dlesel proposats, as they hadagalnst the two malor otreittves. The Danlsh detegatton repeated ttsvlew that the emlsslon standards wers not suf f !clent ly str lct anctmalntalned thc llgh-t for a government to take strlcter measures underArtrcre 100A. Any Danrsh aétron of thrs krnd wourd of course bcsubrcct to thc sqfcguard provtsrons of the iingre European Act _ theCommlsslon would havc to assess any such move àno thc European Courtwould, lf neccssary, mako a flnat Judgement.

The commrssron drssocrated rtserf from the councr! decrsron of thecroort of dangerous chemrcars. Mrnrsters aooptco by unanrmrty aregulat lon provtdlng for pr ror noil f rcat ron oi 
"rports of thosechemlcars (marnry pes.crdes) whrch are oanneo or str rct ty controredwlthrn thc communrty. Thrs wr r r come rnto eficct 12 months afterpubllcailon and wlt t tay down that cxporilnà càuntrtes shoutd lnformthe government ln the country of desflnaloi when such substances aroto be exported to them for the f lrst ilme.

commlssloner cl lnton Davls vlgorously protested agalnst thls declslon,proselng for lncluslon of the pr lnclplc of pr tor tnformed cholce(P.l.C.), whlch glves ths tmporilng country'OO-days after noilftcattonto refuse or accept thc shrpment. rt *r, â totat abdrcatron ofrosponslblilty, hc sald. A commtsslon decrarat lon that p.l.c. was theonly acceptable basts for communrty reglsrailon was supported lnprlnclple by ltaly, Nethertnds and ereàce, atthough al I three acceptedthe presrdency compromtsà. The frnar teri provrdes rn the"conoldorants, a statement that tne Commtssioi woutd report beforc1990 and thercafter ev6ry two years, and that the council wourdconslder before July 1 tggO the posslbil lty of. lntroduclng ttre-pr lnclple of pr lor lnformed cholcc

Thc other f rrm decrsrons to be taken rn the council concerned auailtyobjectlves and ltmlt vatues for two blackllst substances, HcB andHcBDs, and a gênorar resorut ron on reducrng cadmrum rn theonvlronment. No declslons werc taken on cÉromc.



Thc othcr lssucc on thc r0onda rcrc rcfcrrcd to futurc counclle.
Thccc lnclutlcd lergre conbustlon olant, dunrolng end burnfng of ractc ateea and uhcrc a rorklng croup rlil looft at the dectrabllïy of
c,immlnlty lcalrlatlon aftcr thc itorth §ca Gon?ercncc (tto tK oppoocdCormrnlty act lon ln thlt f lcld). Also .lcftrred wcrc thc Conurlcaton,g
Proposals ,for crcatlon and encrtanslon of thc hydro-carbonr lnformaUon cystcn to malor tnland
ratcrwayg,

Rcaarda,

Aatl
Ç\Stathopou tog
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