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The Governments of the Member States and the Commission of the European

Communities were represented as follows:

Be IBium :

Mr Philippe I'IAYSTADT

Denmark:

Minister for Finance

Mr Anders FOGH RASMUSSEN Minister for Economic Affairs

Germany:

Mr Horst KôHLER State Secretary, Federal Ministry of
Economic Affairs

Mr Franz-Christoph ZEITLER State Secretary, Federal Ministry of
Finance

Greece:

Mr Eythymios CHRISTODOULOU Deputy Minister for Economic Affairs

Spain:

Mr M. Carlos SOLCHAGA CATALAN Minister for Economic Affairs and
Finance

Mr Pedro PEREZ State Secretary for Economic Affairs

Mr Carlos TJESTENDORP Y CABEZA State Secretary for European Affairs

France:

Mr Pierre BEREGOVOY Ministre d'Etat, Minister for
Economic and Financial Affairs
and the Budget

Minister for European AffairsMrs Elisabeth GUIGOU

Ireland:

MT AIbeTt REYNOLDS
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Italy:

Mr Guido CARLI Minister for the lreasury

Mr Rino FORMICA Minister for Finance

Mr Emilio RUBBI State Secretary for the Treasury

Luxembourg:

Mr Jean-Claude JUNCKER Minister for Finance

Mr Robert GOEBBELS l,linister for Economic Affairs

Netherlands:

Mr U. KOK

Mr Marius van AMELSVOORT

MT P. DANKERT

Mr Henning CHRISÎOPHERSEN
Mrs Christiane SCRMNER

Portugal:

Mr José de OLIVEIM COSTA State Secretary for Fiscal Affairs

Mr Carlos TAVARES State Secretary, lreasury

United Kingdom:

Mr Norman LAMONT Chancellor of the Exchequer

o

oo

Commission:

Minister for Finance

State Secretary for Finance

State Secretary for Foreign Affairs

Vice-President
Member

6776191 (Presse 87 - G) EN



10.vI.91

ary I Altlbzb

INTERGOVERNMENÎAL CONFERENCE ON EMU

In the light of a report from the Chairman of the I'Iorking Party of Personal

Representatives, the IGC held a broad discussion on basic EMU issues which

emerged during the preparatory discussions, namely the achievement of economic

convergence, economic and social cohesion, the content of and the conditions for

moving to the transitional and final stages, and certain institutional issues

relating to the functioning of the Union.

The discussion gave the Ministers an opportunity to define their positions on alI

those issues. They expressed their appreciation of the considerable progress

achieved in the first half of the year, due to the Luxembourg Presidency's

effort s .

Todayis discussion and the outcome of the preparatory discussions held since the

beginning of the year will enable the Presidency to identify the topics to be

referred to the European Council in late June.

o

oo
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ABOLITION OF FISCAL FRONTIERS

The Council continued its discussions on the abolition of fiscal frontiers - VAT

and excise duties - on the basis of draft Presidency conclusions amended in the
light of the proceedings on 3 June.

The Presidency proposed to continue discussions on the subject at an additionat
meeting on 24 June.

MEASURES TO HELP CENTRAL AND EASÎ EUROPEAN COUNTRIES

After noting that other G24 countries or third countries had announced that they

would contribute an amount equivalent to that proposed. by the Community to the
operation to support the balance of payments of Hungary and Bulgaria, the Council

agreed to the Decisions on granting ECU 180 million to Hungary and

ECU 290 million to Bulgaria as medium-term financial assistance. those Decisions
will be formally adopted in the near future, after the texts have been finalized.

I+,ith regard to aid for Romania, after noting that the conditions for a final
decision had not yet been met - the contributions announced by other G24

countries were inadequate -, the Council decided to continue discussing
medium-term assistance for that country at its meeting on I JuIy.
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Discussion of the agenda items relating to I'EIB actions outside the Comtunity'r

and rrcontrols and formalities applicable to the cabin and checked baggage of

intra-Comnrunity air and sea passenters'r was postponed.
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MI SCELLANEOUS DECIS IONS

Money laundering

The Council finally adopted the Directive on prevention of the use of the

financial system for the purpose of money laundering, after the European

Parliament had stated its position under the co-operation procedure and the

Commission had submitted its re-examined proposal.

It should be remembered that on 17 December 1990 the Council reached an agreement

in principle on aIl the problems raised by the proposal and adopted its common

position on 14 February 1991 on the formally finalized texts.

The Council's proceedings, which started on 23 March 1990 immediately after the

submission of the Commission proposal, were thus concluded within a short period

of time, despite the extent of the problems to be resolved.

Those problems falI within the general domain and the context of international
initiatives, in particular the UN Convention (Vienna, December 1988), the

recommendations made in February 1990 by the Financial Action Task Force set up

by the G-7 Summit (Paris, JuIy 1989) and the Council of Europe Convention

(Strasbourg, November 1990) which all aim among other things, at combating the

Iaundering of money from unlawful activities such as drug trafficking, organized

crime and terrorism.

The Council has thus responded to the appeals made by the Dublin and Rome

European CounciIs, which stressed the need for the proceedings on this matter to
be concluded swiftly.
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the Directive, which will have to be transposed into the national law of the
12 Member States, aims at preventing the European financial area created by

previous Directives from being used for laundering money derived from criminal
activities. It covers credit and financial institutions, including Iife
assurance.

The Member Statesr legislation must provide for a series of measures such as

identification of customers and beneficial owners, co-operation between credit
and financial institutions and the authorities responsible for combating money

Iaundering, establishment of the legal conditions for such co-operation and the
obliSation for the institutions concerned to establish internal control
procedures.

The settinS-up of a Contact Committee is provided for, the functions of which

wiII be to contribute to the harmonized implementation of the Directive through

regular consultations between persons responsible for prudential supervision of
financial institutions and to examine the desirability of including professions

other than those referred to at this stage, if their activities could be used for
money Iaundering.

The publication of the Directive in the Official Journal of the European

Communities wiII be accompanied by a statement by the representatives of the
Governments of the Member States, meeting within the Council, giving a reminder
of the commitments entered into by the Member States at international level (the

United Nations Convention of 19 December 1988 and the Council of Europe

Convention of 8 November 1990).

That statement emphasizes that the wording of the description of money laundering
in the Directive is derived from the relevant provisions of the above Conventions

and it includes the commitment to take all necessary steps by 31 December 1992 at
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the latest to enact criminal Iegislation enabling them to comply with their
obligations under the aforementioned instruments.

Article 2 of the Directive stipulates that Member States must ensure that money

Iaundering is prohibited and Artlcle 14 requires that appropriate measures be

taken to ensure fuII application of all the provisions of the Directive, in
particular determination of the penalties to be applied for infringement of the

measures adopted pursuant to the Directive.

The Directive enters into force on 1 January 1993.

One year after that date, the Commission will draw up a report on the

implementation of the Directive and submit it to the European Parliament and the

Council. It wiII subsequently make a report whenever necessary and at least at

three-yearly intervals.

Fi sheries

The Council adopted a Decision on the extension from 1 Juty 1991 to

31 December 1993, and amendments to, the Agreement in the form of an Exchange of

Notes between the United States and the EEC concerning fisheries off the coasts

of the united states.

that Agreement, signed in l,Iashington on 1 October 1984, gives Communlty fishermen

access to surplus stocks in United States waters.

The Agreement, which does not have any impact on the Community budget but entails
certain obligations for Community shipowners, envisages some co-operation between
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the Community and the United States, in particular with regard to the
conservation of certain fishery resources.

the Council also adopted a Regulation opening and providing for the
administration of a Community tariff quota for certain eels. A zero-rated amount

of 5 000 tonnes for the period 1 July 1991 to 30 June 1992 is concerned.

Agricultural policy

The Council adopted Regulations

- amending Regulation (EEC) No 1035172 on the common organization of the market

in fruit and vegetables as regards quality standards. That Regulation provides

that the net weight of the product be included in the information required in
the context of quality standards. However, if the number of items is usually
indicated on the label, indication of that number is also allowed. these rules
are identical to those laid down by Directive ?91112 on the labelling of
foodstuffs;

- amending Regulation (EEC) No.1O3?/72 Iaying down general rules for granting and

financing aid for hop producers. That amendment makes it possible for aid to
hop producers to be granted also for areas in which experimental varieties are

Sroh'n;

- amending Regulation (EEC) No 1784/77 concerning the certification of hops. the
existing provisions concerning the certification of hops have been atnended to
take account of commercial practice.
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After concluding the co-operation procedure with the European Parliament, the
Council also adopted a Regulation laying down general rules on the definition,
description and presentation of aromatized wines, aromatized wine-based drinks
and aromatized wine-product cocktails (see press release No 10522/90 Presse 21?

of 10/ 11 December 1990).

Appointment

The Council adopted a Decision appointing the members of the Advisory Committee

of the Euratom Supply Agency.
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BruXELLES. LE 7 JUIN I9:'I
NOTE BIO (91) T93 âtJX BTJREâIJX
CC. AIJX TiETBRES DU SEFI/ICE DU

T{âTIONRUX
PORTE-PARTT.E

PREPRRATIOil DU CONSEIL EEOFIN DU IO JUIN 1991 â LUXET'IBOURE

(f. LE lrlOfl--OLLM)

FIBCÊLITE INDIRECTE

LES HINIETREB DES FIhIAT{CEB VONT SE PETEHER SN.JR LE COüPROiIIS
LUXEIIB{X,JRBEOIS TEL qJE HODIFIÉ LORS DE Lâ DERNIERE REUNION Iru 3
JUIN (VOIR BIB lBI).

LA DISCUESION DEVMIT BE DEROULER ENTRE IAHOO ET IsHEO. DOT.IC
PÊRTIELLEiIENT flJ CqJRE ru DEJEUNER.

LT OBJECTIF DE CE COT{8EIL E8T DE COfiPLETER LE COiISENSIJE TECHNIOUE
OUI gI EST DESAIT€ 8UR LE DOSAIER TVR ENTRE O].{ZE ETÂT9 TIErIBRES PRR
Lâ FIXATION D' UN CERTâIN I€}TBRE DE Tfl.'X HINIÈIâ EN I'IâTIERE
D' RCCISEST PUIS D' EB8âYER I}E TRÊIrIEFORTiER CE COT\üSEN8I.}8 EN ACCORD
PO-ITIOTJE â DOUZE.

IiIf,DâllE SCRIVENER EST EN EFFET FERtllEiIENT DETERiITNEE â POTJRSUIVRE

D:STBIBIIIION



LEg EFFORTS EN VUE DTOBTENIR CET AccoRD EL0BÊL ET UNANIITIE.

EN CE OUI EONCERNE LE ET]NTENU DU COMPROHIS LUI-ÈIEME. IL S'âgIT DE
CONFIRÈIER LE TAUX MINIfYIUIÿI DE L3'A/A POUR LE TAUX NORMAL DE TVA. LA
DISCUSSION SUR LES TÊUX REDUITS. SUPER-REDUITS. LES TAUX ZERO.
LES TâUX-PRRKING ET LES REGIMES PflRTIEULIER9 NE PARÊISSANT PÊS
DEVOIR ETRE NECESSAIREIIENT REPRISE SUITE AU LAREE CONSENSUS OUI
S'EST MÊNIFESTE LE 3 JUIN.

EN EE OUI CONEERNE LE PASSAGE AU REBII'IE DEFINITIF. L' ALLEFTÂSNE
POURRAIT ETRE EN MESURE DE LEVER SA RESERVE A LA SUITE DU VOTE
IIUI DOIT AVOIR LIEU AUJOURD'HUI AU BUNDESTAG SUR L'ENSEMBLE DU
PÊOUET FI§CâLITE INDIRECTE. EN EFFET. LA COMMISSION DES FINANCES
DU BUNDESTÊB A EI'II9 HIER UN AVIS FAVORÊBLE A cE SUJET.

EN CE OUI CONCERNE LE8 ÂCCISES. LE PROJET DE CCINCLUSION DE Lâ
PRESIDENCE DEVRâIT PCIUVOIR ABOUTIR AU SUJET DU DIESEL. DE

CERTAINS âLCOOLS ET DES CIGâRETTES. SUR LESOUELS IL EXISTE DEJE
DES ELEüENTs DTÊCCORD. EN FâIT LÊ SEULE DECISION OUI DOIT
I TPERRTIVEIIENT INTERVENIR RU ECIURS DU T4OIS DE JUIN CONCERNE LE
DIESEL. CT]NFORÈIEMENT âU I'IANDAT DU SOÎTII(ET DE ROilE DU MOIS DE
DECET(BRE 1990. POUR LES AUTRES PRODUITS STIUMIS â ACCISE. COiIME
POUR LÊ TVR. LES Î{INISTRES SE SONT ENBÊGES EN 1989 â CONCLURE
AVâT.IT LR FIN DE 19f'1. TOUT âCCORD INTERVENâNT LUNDI â LUXE'qBOURG.
OUE CE SOIT SUR LE DT}SSIER TVA OU SUR LES PRINCIPâLES ÊCCIsES.
AVEC SIX !iOIS D'AVANCE SUR LE CRLENDRIER pRE\/tJi PERû'IETTRâ AUX
ETATS llEttBRES DE IIIEUX PREPARER LEUR I'|ISE EN OEUVRE NÊTIONALE.

?
INTERVENTION DE LR BEI A L' EXTERIEUR DE LR COTiTIUNâUTE

(T. KROYER}

LE CT]NSEIL VÊ SE PRT'iIOIIICER SUR LT'E CT}i}ITJNICâTION DE LR COIIIIISSION
A CE SUJET. LE CONSEIL DES AFFâIRES 6E}€RÂLE8 A DEJA DOI.INE TJN
AVIS POEITIF â UNE TELLE INTERVENTION LIMITEE DE Lâ BEI R ETUDIER
CÊ3 PÂR CR8.

âCTIONS EN FâVEUR DEE PâYg DE L'EUROPE CENTRfl-E ET ORIENTALE

Lâ COülllSEIgt{ PRESEI{TERR DEB PROPOSITIONB D' ultlE âSSIETtrrlCE MACRO-
ECONOIIIOI.JE EN FAVEUR DE LR HOhIBRIE. LA BLT.BARIE ET LA RTruüâNIE.
LES FIONTANTB PROPOSES COürlE ÊSSISTRT.ICE COüHIJNâIJTâIRE SOI{T DE aso
IIILLIONS DE DO-LRRS P(ruR Lâ HONERIE. 4OO I'IILLIONS DE TXLLARS POUR
LR BULEÊRIE ET sEO HILLIONS DE DT'LLÊRS POUR Lâ ROUÈIâNIE. tL EgT
PROPOSE UNE PâRTICIPATIItrTI I»E 50 OlO DE LÊ PRRT DE Lâ COIMflJNAUTE. LE
RESTE SERÊ FINâNCE PÊR LES RUTRES PÂYE DU BE4 ET ÊUTRES ET R
CONDITION OUE SOIT CONCLU lJil PLâN DE REETRI.ICTURRTIO{ A iIOYEhI
TERF1E ENTRE LEB PAYS CONCERNES ET LE FÈII.

EONFERENCE INTERBOUVERI{ET'I€NTâLE

LE CONSEIL SE TRANSFBRME EN CONFERENCE INTEREOUVERNEMENTALE Ê

I



IsHOO. LÊ PRESIDENEE LUXEIIBOUREET]I5E FERR UN DERNIER BILAN DU
TRÊVAIL DES REPRESENTANTS PERSONNELS. LE RESULTAT DE CE TRâVAIL
EST CONTENU DANS LES 'NCIN.PÊPERS' OUI PORTENT SUR LES REVISIBNB
DU TRRITE ET SUR LE STATUT DE Lâ BÊNOUE CENTRâLE EUROPEENNE.

ON S' ATTEND A CE EUE LE DEBÊT SE CONEENTRE SUR ÊU FTOINS TROIS
SUJET9 PRINCIPÊUX !

. LÊ AUESTION DE TRANSITIT]N ET ET LA CONVERGENCE A RESPECTER POUR
LE PASSAGE DE LÊ PRET'TIERE PHÊSE A LA DEUXIEIvIE pHÊsE.

LES RELRTIONS ENTRE LES INSTITUTIONS.

COHESION.

AitI T IESr

B. DETHOT{âS

BENT BY SPP AT I FRI JUN 7 l7:l5s50 CEg lgSrl
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BRUSSELS

HF

7 JUNE 1997

N8TE BIO 193 §IJITE 1 RUX BUREAUX NâTIONAUX
CEr RUX ilETnBREE DU SERI/ICE PORTE-PÊRI}LE

ECOFIN EüJNCIL. 18 JUNE I99T

!IOiEY LÊTJNDERINB (PETER BUILFORD}

THE COU}.ICIL OF iIINISTERE TJILL BE FORT{RLLY âDOPTINB (AS âN â
POINT} THE DIRECTIVE PREVENTING THE UBE OF THE FINANCIRL gYgTEFt
FOR ÈIONEY LâTJNDERINB PTJRPOSES.

UNDER TI€ DIRECTIVE. I.IEiIBER 8TRTES R6REE TO ET{f,CT LEBISLATION BY
1 JANUâRY 19{'3 T*IICH T{TIJLD FORBID THE U8E OF BâTS(B RND OTT{ER
FINANCIAL IN§TITUTIONB IN ORDER TO DI§BUISE THE ORIBItrlg OF Dru6
ÊND OTHER trRI]'IINâLLY ERRTTED iilTNEY. IT T.IILL f,PPLY BOTH TO BÊNKS
AND FINANCIÊI- II.ISTITUTION€ FROH EC CO.'NTRIEE AND TO BRRT{C}€B âND
EUBEIDIÊRIEB OF THO8E BâBED OIJT$IIIE THE CffilrlUNITY. Al-THt uBH IT
DOEE NOT FORCE !IE!I8ER STâTEB BPECIFICNLLY TO HâKE IIONEY
LAIJilIERINB A PUNISHâBLE OFFENCE. TI.IE COiSIISEION CONEIDERS THÊT
THE DIRECTIVE. TTIBETHER T{ITH THE VIENNR CONVEIIITITiliI âND THE IJNITED
NATITINE DECLÊRâTITTN ffi 1988.
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TFIE PRINCIPLE POINTS OF THE DIRECTIVE âRE ÊS FIILLOT'J8I

BâNKS (THIS REFERS TO OTHER ËREDIT AND FINANCIâL INBTITUTIOhIS}
ÊS TJELL) !ÿIUST DEI'IAND THE IDENTITY OF ËLIENTS TJHENEVER THEY ENTER

INTo fl BUSINESS RELÊTIONS Ù.IITH THE BANK. FOR EXâfTIPLE BY OPENING Ê

SAVINBB T]R CURRENT êCCOUNT. REEâRDING ONE-OFF FINâNCIâL
TRRNSACTIONS. THE BÊNRS MUST DEIY'IÊND CUSTOùlER IDENTITY I'IHEN T5. OO8

EtrUg OR ÈlORE ÊRE BEIN6 TRÊNSFEFRED. OR I.IHEN THE BÊNK DI]UBT9 THE

TRUE IDENTITY OF THE CLIENT. THE BÊNK MUST USE ' REASONFIBLE

NEASURES' TO DIStrOVER SUCH âN IDENTITY.

IF THE BRNK SUSPECTS LÊUNDERINE. IT FIUST INFORFT THE NATIONÊL
AUTHORITIES! TJHIEH I'IAY THEN LIFT ITS BâNKING SECRECY IN ORDER TB

CARRY BUT RT{ INEUIRY.

BANKS iIUST KEEP REESRD§ ON TI.IE ACtrBI,JNTS AND IDENTITY OF âLL
CUSTOT{ERS FOR AT LEâST FIVE YEÊRS ÊFTER THE ELIENT'S RELNTICINSHIP

T.IITH THE BANK HAS ENDED.

BANKS !IUgT sET UP INTERNRL PROCEDURES âBAINST Tff]NEY

LâUNDERINB. INCLUDING BUITRBLE STÊFF TRRININO PROBRÊI4IIES.

THE HEMBER ETÊTEE LEâST EFFECTED I.JILL BE THE UNITED KINGDOH âND

FRÉINEE. t{HBgE OI.IN LEBISLATION â}TD PRâCTICES HÊVE CONSIDERABLY

INFLUENCED THE §FIAPE BF THE DIREETIVE. TI-IE UK. FRâNCE.

LUXEFIBTITJRB AND (TCI A PÊRTIAL EXTENT} ITfl-Y ALL DEFINE MONEY

Lfi.JNDERINE ÊS A CRII|EÇ ÊND OTHERS IIILL BE OBLIBED TO FOLLOII.

REBÊRD8,

BRUNO DETHOilAEBRUSSELST 7 JUNE 1997
§ENT BY SPP ÊT I FRI JUN 7 18r43re4 CEB 1991

+++ END OF TEXT +++
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Strasbourg, lo 11 Juln lggl

NOTE B lO(91 ) 193 (su I to 2)
CC. AUX MEMBRES UD SERVICE

AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX
DU PORTE-PAROLE

CONFERENCE I NTER-GOUVERNEMENTALE SUR L'UEM ( T . KROYER )

Dans son lntervent lon lors de la Conférence lnter-gouvernemontale surl'UEM hler, le vlce-Présldent chrlstophersen a f ét ictté ta présldence
luxembourgeolse de la manlère dont elle a dlrlgé la Conférence pendantles dernlors slx mols. Le travall s'est déroulé d'une manlère qul permot
au Sommet à la fln Juln de constater des progrès en co qut concorne l6but flnal et los prlnclpes de fonctlonnement dans la phase flnale, lestatut de la bànqu€ centrale et la survel I lance multl latérale. En co qul
concerne la pol ltlque oxterno I I a estlmé posslble de se mettre d,accordsur un prlnclpê do coopératlon entre la banque et le pouvolr polltlque.
Répondant aux déclarat lons de plusleurs oétégat lons, de mettre endes programmes d'adaptat lon, lo vlce-présldont a prévu un premlor
de vue sur ces programmes pondant le consel I ECo/FlN te g Jut I let
lntorrrogé par les Journal lstes sur le plan de redressement du budgetItallen, M. Chrlstophorsen a dlt que ce plan est une contrlbutlon
substantlel la pour la proposltlon des prochalnes phases de l.UEM, pour
autant qu'un tel redressement solt lmpérat lf pour l'UEM. La Commlsslon vaétuOler très prochalnement ce plan ltallon.

En f alsant rétérence à plusleurs lntervent lons sur la cohéslon le Vlce-
Prés ldent a expr lmé unê certa lne préoccupat lon. l 'Ur:M contr lbue â ta
cohéslon ôt ne dolt pas être consldérée comme contrevaleur à la cohéslon,a-t-l I dlt, en aJoutant que la questlon de cohéston sera tratté dans la
conférence sur l'Unlon polltlque.

oêuvr e
exhango

Flnalement le Vlce-présldent a
démocrat I que en proposant quo I e
pouvo I rs supp I émenta I res en ce
lnstltutlonnel.

soulevé la quostton de téglttmtté
Parlement européon solt attrlbué des

sens tout en respectant I 'équ I I I bre

ACT IONS E}'I FAVEUR D'EUROPE CENTRAT.E ET OCC IDENTALE

Le Consel I a adopté la propositlon de la Commlsslon qul vlse â accorder
un prêt à ta Hongrle de 180 Mécus. Le prêt est octroyé à condttton qu.un
ef fort slmllalre solt falt do la part des autres pays G-24 et autres
pays.

Le Consel I a également décldé d'octroyer la premlère tranche d'un prêt enfaveur de la Bulgarle dès que les contrlbutlons des autres pays G-24 etautres pays solent équlvalent au contrlbutlon communautalre.

La proposlt lon de la Commlsslon d'un prêt
examlnée lors d'une prochalne réunlon.

Am I t lés,

B. DETHOMAS

en favetrr do la Roumanle sera
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Bruxelles, le 11 juin 1gg1

NOTE BIO (91) 193 (sulte 3) AUX BUREAUX NATIONAUX
CC. AUX MEMBRES DU SERVICE DU PORTE.PAROLE

CONSEIL ECOFIN DU 10 JUIN 1991 A LUXEMBOURG - FISCALITE INDIRECTE

(1. Lo Moal-0llive)

Les Minlstres des Flnances ne sont pas parvenus à boucler un accordpollt lque global sur la TVA et les acclses au cours de ce consell.

L'obJectlf de cê Consel I est de compléter te consensus technique qut
s'est desslné sur le dosslor TVA entre onze Etats membres par la fixatlon
d'un certaln nombre de taux minlma en mat lère d,acclses, puls d,essayer
de transformer ce consensus en accord pol itique à Douze.

Au cours du déJeuner une solution semblalt se dégager pour résoudre leproblème de princtpe brttannique et les dif f icuf tés parilcutières à
certalnes délégat lons du dossler acclse.

Cet accord entrevu a pour autant été remis en cause dans la solrée par un
raldlssement de cortalnes délégations, prlvées pour quelquos unes d'entre
el les, de leur Mlnistre.

C'est la quest lon du nlveau des acclses sur les clgarettes et surtoutl'alcool et le vln qui flnalement a falt échouer ces négoclations, les
dé légat ions ayant réouvert le trad i t ionne I conf I i t Nord/Sud entre ceuxqul souhaitent des acclses les plus élevées posslbles pour des raisons depollt lque de santé (ce qu'un taux communautalre mlnlmum n'empêche pas defalre) et ceux qul, producteurs de surcrolt, préfèrent un nlveau le ptus
bas possible, procho do celul qu'lts prattquent à l,neure actueile. cetobstacle a surgl alors qu'un arrangement polltlque étalt en vuê pourpermettre aux br ltannlques de se Jolndre à l,accord à Douze sur
l'ensemble du dossler, c'est-à-dire, sur le taux normal de TVA supérleur
ou égat à 15%, te taux réduit de TVA supér ieur ou égat à s%, la ilste desproduits auxquels ll s'applique, les taux ,,parklDg,', zéro et super-rédults, de même que sur les princlpales acclses.

En ef fet, le consensus sur la TVA n'a pas été remis en quest lon, et I ,on
peut également dire que les accises sur les carburants ne semblent plusposer do d i ff I cu I tés. Cependant une maJor i té des dé I égat ions ne
souhaltalt pas dlssocler ces éléments lmportants d'accord des quest lons
d'acclses des alcools et clgarettes, préférant un compromls global sur le
tout .

A l'lssue de cette dlfficlle sesslon Madame Scrivener a conclu que la
Commlsslon avalt fait tout son posslble pour rassembler les douze
oétégatlons autour de ce compromls de la Présldenco luxembourgeolse, malsque maintenant la responsabl I lté de l'ensemble du paquet fiscal ltéindlrecte était dans le camp des Etats membres.

Prochalne étape : le 24 Juin, nouvel EcoFlN à Luxembourg I
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