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The Governments of the Member States and the Commission of the European

Communities were represented as follows:

Belgium:

Mr Paul de KEERSMAEKER

Denmark:

Mr Laurits ÎOERNAES

Mr Nils BERNSTEIN

Germany:

Mr Ignaz KIECHLE

Mr UaIter KITTEL

Greece:

MT Michaelis PAPACONSTANTINOU

Spain:

Mr Pedro SOLBES MIRA

France:

Mr Louis MERI'IAZ

Ireland:

Mr Michael OTKENNEDY
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State Secretary for European Affairs
and Agriculture

Minister for Agriculture

State Secretary for Agriculture

Federal Minister for Food, Agriculture
and Forestry

State Secretary, Federal Ministry of
Food, Agriculture and Forestry

Minister for Agriculture

Minister for Agriculture

Minister for Agriculture

Minister for Agriculture and Food
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Italy:

Mr Giovanni GORIA Minister for Agriculture

Luxembourg:

Mr René STEICHEN Minister for Agriculture and
Vit icul ture

Netherlands :

MT Piet BUKMAN Minister for Agriculture,
Nature Conservation and
Fisheries
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Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food

Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food

Parliamentary Secretary, Agriculture

Member

Portugal:

Mr Arlindo CUNHA

United Kingdom:

Mr John Selwyn GUMMER

Mr David CURRY

Commission:

Mr Ray MAC SHARRY
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FARM PRICES AND RELAÎED MEASURES 1991/1992

Following a week of intensive, in-depth negotiation, the Councll reached

agreement, by a qualified majority, on the prices and related measures for the

199111992 farn year with the exception of two proposals regardlng the fixing of
the prices applicable in the cereal sector and aid in the nut and locust bean

sector on which it wiII take a decision at a later stage ohce the European

Parliamentrs Opinion, scheduled for June, has been received.

The agreement reached, which also covers a number of other questions on the
agenda for this meeting (SLOM 2, ACP sugar, ewe premiums), was achieved on the

basis of a compromise submitted by the Presidency and endorsed by the Commission.

The essential features of this compromise, which constitutes ahendments to the

original Conmission proposal, are given below:
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(1)
UnIess otherwise mentioned, the Commission proposals are accepted

I. CEREALS

1. Co-responsibility levy and land set-aside premium

- The co-responsibility levy is set at 5% and the national contributions to

the set-aside premium are optional up to a maximum of the national

premium under the existing five-year scheme.

2. Set-aside

- The special land set-aside scheme for 199111992 is seen as an interim

measure leading to the neh, arrangements which will be drawn up in the

context of the reform of the CAP.

(1) The Council will decide on proposal No 3 (Council Regulation (EEC) No....
fixing the prices applicable to cereals) and proposal No 52 (Council
Regulation amending Regutation (EEC) No 790189 as regards aid in the nut and

locust bean sector) after it receives the European Parliamentrs Opinion
scheOuied for its June 1991 part-session. At the same time it wiII decide on

the level of aid for durum wheat.
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- The areas c()vereo by this special land set-aside scheme will therefore be

eligible for the neh, arrangements which wiIl follow thereupon.

- For farmers involved in the five-year scheme, reimbursement of that part

of the basic co-resp()nsibility levy which exceeds the rate applied in

1990/ 1991 .

- For regions legally exempt from the five-year scheme, setting of a

ceiling of 20% of the area per hc,I6in, for participation rn the land

set -as ide s cheme .

- Two possibilities are open for participation in the Iand set-aside

scheme:

(a) eiLher submission of the crop plan before 31 July 1991, subsequently

followed by a request for participation in the scheme

(b) or submlssion of the 1991 crop plan at the same time as a request for
participation in the scheme before 15 December 1991.
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the monitoring procedures (commission competence) will include, with
a view to tarteting on-the-spot monitoring, use of remote sensing
equipment and/or a plausibility check on the basis of binding
administrative documents already available in national
administrations.

As a consequence of the change of the date mentioned under (a), the
commission may, for control reasons, exclude certain minor crops from
the system.

- To preserve the environment, farmers should be required to maintain
vegetative cover. For the farmers who do not wish to accept or do

not comply with this condition, the set-aside aid shourd be abated
by 10%. Member states sharr atso appty other environmentar rules
appropriate to their individual circumstances.

the environmental requirements that land set aside should have

vegetative cover is replaced in regions where, for climatic reasons,
this is impracticable, by other more appropriate measures in line with
those envisaged for the five-year set-aside scheme under Article 4 of
Regulation (EEC) No 12?2188, adapted as appropriate for the conditions
of a one-year scheme. The regions concerned shalt be determined by the
Commission under the Management Committee procedure.

Set-aside in the five new German Lânder

subiect to satisfactory verification, Iand which has been incruded in
the nationar set-aside scheme in the new German Lânder and which has

been used for products which are supported by the comnon organization
of the market may be included in the one-year set-aside scheme.
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- Durum wheat

the Commission wiII study the question of whether this yearrs

exceptional harvest conditions in Greece for durum wheat iustify a

special measure under Article 8 of Regulation 272?175.

II. RICE

- Intervention price: retention of the cument price

- The STM for Portugal is applicable for the whole season

- Given the transitional problems in Portugal, the Council asked the
Conmrission to submit a proposal providing for the opening of
intervention in Portugal as from the beginning of the 199111992
marketing year.
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III. SUGAR

1. Prices

- The proposed price reduction is cancelled.

As a consequence, the proposed dismantling amount for the basic price

for sugar beet in Spain is set at 2 O?O ECT/t in 199111992 t4,ith no

change in the amount originally proposed for the following year.

- Amend Article 8 of the commission proposal concerning spain by

including in that Article the conditions for calculating the

accession compensatory amount during the next two marketing years.

The Commission will further examine the problems confronting the

Spanish sugar industry and, if appropriate, wilI submit proposals to

complete or replace the transitional flat-rate element by a suitable

structural scheme.

2. ACP sugar (establishment, for the 198911990, 19901 1991 and 199111992

marketing years, of general rules for marketing preferential sugar in

the Community)

In approving the proposal for a Regulation submitted by the Commission

$342/90), the Council confirms its fundamental position, reiterated on

several occasions, that compliance must be ensured rrrith the strict
parallelism between Community sugar prices and the Suaranteed prices

for preferential sugar imported into the Cormunity from ACP producer

countries and India.
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It stresses the exceptional nature of
measures thus adopted and adds that in
to agree to expenditure of this nature

EAGGF-Guarantee Section.

IV. OILSEEDS
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the financing of the structural
future it will no longer be able

being charged to the

Prices and bonuses

the proposed price reductions of 3t are reduced to 1,5t
The double zero bonus is retained at half its current level and the
proposed malus is eliminated.

2. Future arrangements

- trith a view to reforming the present oilseed arrangements, in
particular in order to bring them into line with the GATT panel's

conclusions, the Commission undertakes to submit its proposals before
31 July 1991 and the Council pledges to take a decision by

31 October 1991.
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- The Council notes the Commissionrs commitment to the effect that the

interim measures which the Commission wiII take, if necessary, in the

context of the powers for which provision is made in Article 4 of the

Regulation amending Regulation No 136166lEEC (rapeseed and sunflower
seed) and Article 4 of the Regulation amending Regulation (EEC)

No 1491/85 (soya beans) will be limited to what is strictly necessary

to prevent disturbance of the market and that these interim measures

will be h,ithout prejudice to the Council decisions on the future
arrangements.

3. Intervention opening dates for sunflower seed: maintenance of the dates

currentty applicable, the Commission having specified that the

beginning of payments will be calculated as from 1 November.

4. Methods of rapeseed analysis

The Council notes that the Commission intends to update its approach

for the analysis of glucosinolates in the light of the most recent

available results for analysis methods.

As already announced, the Community reference method wilI be the

HPLC method provided for in Regulation No 1864190.

However, batches of rapeseed which have been analysed by approved

XRF establi.shments and which achieve a level of 30 micromoles or less

will be considered to be of 00 quality; batches that do not achieve

this level may be checked again using the HPLC method.
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5. Definition of 00 rapeseed

The Council calls on the Commission to make its position clear before

30 Juty 1991 on the quality rule applicable to 00 rapeseed from

19921 1993.

6. High erucic acid raPeseed

High erucic acid rapeseed grown under contract for industrial use will
continue to receive the same aid as single-zelo rapeseed.

7. Soya beans

Aid: retention of the present system (deletion of the proposed

amendment to Article 2(21 of Regulation No 1491185 and Article 2(1) of

Regulation No 2194185).

The Council agrees that, within the limits of traditional plantings

(i.e. areas planted under contract in 1990), the level of support for
soya beans in Spain for 19911 1992 should be the same as in the rest of

the Community.

V. PROÎEIN CROPS

Peas and field beans

- The proposed price reductions of 3% are reduced to 1,5t

- Retention of the monthly increases for minimum prices

Dried fodder

- the 20% aid reduction is to be made over two years, with a 10t reduction
in 1991 /1992.

- The Commission will examine the possibility of aligning the Spanish
price on the Community price and will, if appropriate, submit a proposal
accordingly.
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VI. TEXÎILES

1. Textile flax and hemp

- No change in aid levels.

2. Cotton

the Council calls on the Commission, in the context of the upcoming

revision of the stabilizer for cotton, to see what measures would be

appropriate for protecting producers against the very substantial price
fluctuations between one season and the next, without thereby
jeopardizing the economic effectiveness of the system.
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VI I . trINE

1. the amendments made by the Special Corunittee on Agriculture are

confirmed.

2. the rrsupporttr distillation price is kept at 82t of the Suide price for
wine of type AI.

3. Extension until 31 December 1991 of the derogation for the total
acidity content of Spanish wines (Commission competence).

4. Eiswein: The Council calls on the Commission to propose the inclusion

of wine described as I'Eisweinr j.n the category of wine admitted with a

maximum SO2 content of 400 mg/Iitre.

5. Examination of the measures appropriate for making the intervention

amangements applicable to Portugal as from 1 September 1991 wiII be

actively pursued in the Management Committee, without preiudice to such

definitive arrangements as may be adopted subsequently in the context

of the wine sector reform.

In this connection the Commission stated that it intended to introduce

simplified management of the wine market in Portugal. the essential

measures would involve voluntary distillation at the same price in ecus

as had applied during the 199011991 marketing year, toSether with

appropriate application of the measures to improve quality.
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6. Grubbing-up arrangements in portugal

The grubbing-up arrangements for which provision is made in
Regulation (EEC) No l4zzl88 are extended to portugal as from the
1991/ 1992 marketing year, on the understanding that the abandonment
premium will be the same as that presently granted in portugal in
accordance with Regulation No 2239lg6.

7 . Storage contract arrangements for wine:
Possibility for the 199O/1991 marketing year of a partial release of
the quantity under contract before the end of the nine-month period.
with a view to defining the arrangements for long-term storage
contracts for the 1gg1/ 1gg2 marketing year, the commission witl
re-assess the operation of this derogation.

8. Interspecific varieties (varieties not covered by the species 'rvitis
vinif era'r ) :

In the context of the wine sector reform, the Commission will study the
possibirity of including interspecific varieties in the Iist of
varieties decrared suitable for production of quality wines psr.
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VIII. FRUIT AND VEGETABLES

- Inter-trade arrangements: the Council calls on the Comnission to submit

to it a proposal on inter-trade arrangements in the fruit and vegetables

sector before 31 December 1991'

IX. TOBACCO

1. Prices and Premiums

Theproposedreductionsinpricesandpremiumsarereducedby
4 percentage Points.

2. Inter-trade arranSements

the Council considers that a system of inter-trade agreements, including

in particular the possibility of extension of the rules of these

agreements to aII operators in the raç tobacco sector, represents an

essential factor for ensuring proper management of the tobacco sector'

It calls on the Commission to study this matter with the Sreatest care

h,ith a view to submitting an appropniate proposal to the Council aE soon

as possible, and no later than 30 September 1991 '
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X. SEEDS

- Inclusion of I'Festuloliumn seed on the list of species eligible for
Community aid.

XI. PIGMEAî

The Commission is looking at the possibility of introducing arrangements in
the pigmeat sector that would aIlow, on a non-discriminatory basis, more

selective application of the private storage aid system when market

conditions so justify.

XII. SHEEPMEAT

The Council and the Cornrission confirm that the definition of eligible ewe

will be decided on in the context of the reform of the sheepmeat

arrangements which the Commission intends to propose as soon as possible.

If the Council is unable to take a decision on the reform proposal by

1 October 1991, the present definition of eligible ewe wiII continue to

apply to the premiums to be paid under the 1992 marketing year.
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XIII. MILK

The following suggestions are submitted assuming the quota arranSements are

to be extended.

1. SLOM

The Councit adopts the Regulation given in the Annex to 6222191'

2. Reduction in the milk quotas and SLOM

For the 1991/1992 Period

(a) a 2t reduction in the global guaranteed guantities'

(b) appropriate mana8ement at the level of individual reference

quantities in order to ensure compliance with the global guaranteed

quantities thus reduced and, where necessary, to make provision for

reference quantities for SLOM producers.

(c) Simultaneous introduction of a voluntary buying-up scheme' The

quantities bought under this scheme wiII pass into national

reserves. This increase in the nati,onal neserves will be atrailable

for the purpose of returning in whole or in'part to individual

producers such quantities as may have been reduced pursuant to

subparagraph (b) above, in order to resolve the SLOM problem and,

where possible, to help resolve the specific problems of priori,ty

producers, in particular producers in the less-favoured areas and

small Producers.
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The cost of a quota buying-up scheme up to a level of 3% of the

global guaranteed quantitres in each Member State would be financed

by the Community at a rate of ECU 0,10/kg over a period of 5 years

payable as from the 1993 budget (i.e. as from Autumn 1992). Member

States which can buy up 3% at a lower rate may set this lower rate
and employ the saving to buy up more than 3% and to use the

additional quantity to feed their national reserves.

The compensation of ECU 0,1O/kg with Community funding is paid for
reductions in individual reference quantities in 199111992. In

Member States where the full 3% purchase is not reached, the saving

may be used to compensate producers whose individual reference
quantities remain reduced for a further 4 years.

The arrangements set out above comprise the Community contribution
to the solution of the SLOM problem. If necessary, Member States

may at their own expense purchase additional quantities, compensate

for addltional linear reductions and supplement the ECU 0,1O/kg.

The Council noted the Comrnissionrs intention of allocating the quantity
available for SLOM producers in the Community reserve in accordance with
the same proportions as under SLOM I.

For the period after 1991/1992

The Council and the Commission agree that should a reduction of 2% in
national quotas prove insufficient fully to re-establish a balanced

market, further measures will be adopted in the context of the reform of
thE CAP.

(e)

(f)
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3. Intervention

Adjustment of the intervention arranSements for butter:

The intervention buying-in price wilI be fixed by the Commission having

regard to the quantities offered and the state of the market. It will

not be lower than 90t of the intervention price'

4. Skimmed milk Powder in Portugal

The commission proposal was not adopted; Portuguese prices accordingly

remain unchanged.

5. Regulation No 1336186 will be amended in order to allow the remaining

financial resources also to be used to institute a progralnme under nrhich

all the animals in the national dairy and beef herds wiII be identified

for a computer record system as a means of improving quality and

veterinary standards in the interests of dairy producers.

6. The specific buying-in price for Ireland and Northern Ireland for butter

wiII be removed and Regulation No 1\7gl7? witl be amended to alloh''the

resulting savings to be used to finance a milk quality scheme in these

regions.

?. Member states may permit quota leasing commencing before

31 December 1991 for the eighth quota period'
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8. Problem of the co-re sibilit levy in the five new German

Producers in areas which the German Government proposes be considered as

Iess favoured areas should provisionalry be exempt from the milk
co-responsibility levy, it being understood that if some of these areas
are not finarly designated as less favoured areas, the levy will be

collected for the whole period concerned from those producers whose

provisional exemption is not confirmed.

9. SLOM quotas: fat content

The Commission undertakes to re-examine and amend the last indent of
Article 12(1) of Commission Regulation (EEC) No 1546/88 so as to ensure
that the sLoM category of producers is not unduly privileged - as

regards the fat content of milk supplied or bought regarded as

representative - compared with producers who have not suspended milk
product ion.

Uith respect to
was impossible

it was prepared

of October 1991

the fresh milk situation in Greece, the commission stated that it
to contemplate a further quota allocation as requested, although
to draw up a report and come back to the Council before the end

h,ith appropriate proposals if need be.
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1. Adjustmènt gf the intervention system
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Normal tcndcrs for intervcntion will be triggercd at 84t (weighted

Conmtnity market prlce) and 80t (regional market price).

lJhen the Gonnunity reighted market prices for bulls or steers faII
under ?8t of the lntervention price, safety net intervention wiIl be

opened by tender procedure and alI eligible offers uiII be accepted

when:

- in at loest threG !{cmber Statee (or regions) representing 60t of total
Community production for bulls or steers, prices fall under 75t of the

intervention price,

- or uàGn in one !,lember State (or reglon) the market price for bullr or

steers falls under 72t of the intervention priee.

For tender procedurco (nornal or safety net), offers chich exceed tbe

price paid to fermers (regionst market price) by more than a reEson+ble

margin will be regarded as ineligible. this margin rill be set by the

Comriscion on the bagir of objcctive crltcria uithin the framerork of

thc tlanBtamnt Coqllttce proccdure.
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2. Premiums

The Council considers that measures designed to encourage

extensification and to reduce production are indispensable to bring
about a better balance on the beef market.

The Commission undertakes to present, in the context of the reform of
the CAP, before 31 July 1991 a proposal with the aim of revising the
present premium system along such Iines and the Council undertakes to
take a decision in good time in order to allow for the application of
the new premium system from the 1992/ 1993 marketing year.

XV. AGRIMONEÎARY MEASURES

The amendments to the Commission proposals are as follows:

For the United Kingdom: elimination of the entire monetary gap
For Greece : Dismantling of 314 of the monetary gap remaining

after the last application of the automatic
dismant I ing
Alignment of the various green rates on the highest
rate

For Spain : hlhile retaining the 1993 target (fuII dismantling),
reduction of the real monetary gaps and smaller
reduction for milk, beef and veal and cereals.

For Germany and the
Netherlands : Total elimination of the monetary gap as provided

for in the Commission proposal.

XVI. EXPORÎ POLICY

The Council and the Commission state that the Community will pursue an

active export policy within the framework of a more liberal trade system,

which includes the opening of new markets established through the Uruguay

Round, the European Economic Space and negotiations with Eastern European

countries .
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XVII. NON-FOOD USE OF AGRICULÎURAL PRODUCTS

the use of agricultural products in the non-food sector may help, tdith

other measures, to restore market balance. The measures decided upon cr

envisaged up to nou at Comrunity level must be suppletmnted in order to

provide the necessary incentives for farmers to Srou non-food plants and

for industry to use agricultural products. the Council therefore calIs

upon the Comnission to submit in the context of the CAP reform other

proposals which wilt enable outlets for agrioultural products to be created

in the non-food sector.
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tlith respect to the budgetary and financial implications, the Commission stated
that the Council decision on the package of prices and related measures for
1991/ 1992 could be financed within the budget guideline for 1991.

Account being taken of developments in the economic situation and of the
management savings being made, the Suideline for 1992 would be observed. The

Commission accordingly considered that there h,as no need to hold a special
Council meeting of Agriculture Ministers and Ministers for Economic Affairs and

Finance.

Pending entry into force of the measures adopted, the Council extended once again
the cument marketing years for milk and milk products and for beef and veal
until l6 June 1991.

It also adopted Regulations

- fixing the basic price and the buying-in price for cauliflower for the period
2? Hay to 16 June 1991;
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- fixing the basic price and the buying-in price for tomatoes for the period

11 to 16 June 1991;

- fixing the guide price for dried fodder products for the period from 27 May to

16 June 1991i

-fixingthebasicpriceandthebuying-inpriceforapricots,peaches,
nectarines and lemons, for the period from 1 to 16 June 1991'

o

OO

6216191 (Presse 69 - G) EN



-2?-

21122123124.V.91

ood/JM/mc

URUGUAY ROUND - AGRICULÎURE

The council heard a report from the commission on progress to date with the
Uruguay Round.

Mr MAC SHARRY in particular reported to the council on his recent talks in
l'Iashington with Mr MADIGAN, the new United Statesr Agriculture Secretary, and
Ambassador Carla HILLS, and on the agreement they had reached to accelerate the
technical proceedings currently underway in Geneva so that tatks could then
resume at political level.

During the discussion which followed the Commissionrs report, the Council
confirmed its wish to contribute to the search for a solution based on an overall
approach and respecting the need to uphold the fundamental principles of the
common agricultural policy on the basis of the offer established by the
Community.

The council agreed to discuss this item further at its next meeting.
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PLANT PROTECTION PRODUCTS

The Council conducted a lengthy examination of the proposal for a Directive
concerning the placing of EEC-aceepted plant protection products on the market.

This proposal, which appears in the Comrission l{hite Paper on the completion of
the Internal Market, is intended to set up a harmonized procedure for the

authorization of plant protection products to be used for the protection of
plants and plant products against harmful organisms and weeds.

Although substantial progress has been made on this dossier, no agreement could

be reached at the meeting.

the Council wiII resume its examination of this item at its next meeting in June.
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MISCELLANEOUS DECISIONS

Other decision regardrng agricultural policy

The Council adopted the Directive amending Directive 7?1461lEEC on health

problems affecting intra-Community trade in fresh meat and Directive 72/462/EEC

on health and veterinary inspection problems upon importation of bovine, ovine

and caprrne animals, and swine and fresh meat or meat products from third
count ries .

The purpose of these amendments is to incorporate into the text of these

Directives provisions on the authorization of certain imports ori'ginally covered

by Directive 87/64/EEC of 30 December 1986 which was declared void in a iudgement

handed down by the Court of Justice.

Fisheries

The Counc-i.l adopted a Regulation on the submission of data on the landings of

fishery products in the Member States.

Iraq/Kuwait embargo

The Representatives of the Governments of the Member States of the ECSC, meeting

withrn the Council, adopted a Decision amending Decision 901414/ECSC preventing

trade as regards Iraq and Kuwait.

This amendment incorporates in the ECSC sphere the changes made by the

United Nations Security Council in Resolution 687 of 3 April to the prohibition
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supply to lraq of commodities or products and on the import of

products originating in Iraq.

a Resolution on the third medium-term action proSramne on

for women and men (1991-1995).

This programme, which follows on from the first two (1982-1985 and 1986-1990)'

has as its main aim to promote the fuII participation of women in the labour

market and to upgrade their contribution to economic and social life'

The Council adoPted

equal opPortunities

In its Resolution, the Council invites

measures provided for in the programme

object ives :

the Member States to imPlement the

in order to achieve the following

-\.

21122t23t2'.u. rrr\

IntheEECsphere,thisadjustmentwasmadeon2?March1991.

Environment

The Council adopted a Directive concerning municipal rÿaste water treatment (see

Press Release 51ggtg1 Presse 34 of the Environment Council of 18/19'III'91)'

rtunities
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- ensure the implementation and, if necessary, improvement of existing legal
provisions; raise the level of awareness about legal rights and obligations;

- increase the participation of women in the labour market by applying national
laws and practices in an improved manner to women, by developing specific
measures for equal opportunities for h,omen and men, and by promoting womenrs

entrepreneurship and local employment initiatives;

- improve the quality of women's employment by ma:<imizing their potential,
particularly through stepping up action relating to education, vocational
training, better staff management and the use of positive action in
enterprises;

- reduce barriers to womenrs access to, and participation in, employment, also

through measures designed to reconcile the family and occupational
responsibilities of both women and men;

- continue, and develop, awareness-raising initiatives which are related to the

specific obiectives of this prograrme, and improve and disseminate information
on equal opportunity and equal treatment issues;

- continue to encourage an improvement in the participation of women at all
Ievels in the media sector and to develop innovatory programmes which present a

full, realistic picture of women in society;

- encourage measures designed to promote the participation of women in the

decision-making process in public, economic and social Iife.

6216191 (Presse 69 - c) EN
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THE COUNCIL ALSO INVITES

THE MEMBER STATES TO:

- adopt, as required, within the framework of this progralnme, national, regional

or local equality plans or other relevant policy measures establishing

objectives that match national circumstances;

- draw up assessment rePorts,

BOTH SIDES OF TNDUSTRY TO:

make equal

bargaining,

proSra!ilnes

a cohesive

in-service

opportunities and equal treatment an element in collective

in particular by endeavouring to implement positive action

in undertakings and in occupational branches and sectors as part

policy of staff management and to elicit a real commitment to

training and iobs for women;

of

pursue and intensify the social dialogue on the issues of reconciling

occupational and family responsibilities and protecting the dignity of women

and men at work;

include in collective bargaining the issues of equal remuneration (equal pay

for equal work or work of equal value) and the elimination of discrimination

the basis of sex in iob assessment and/or classification;

take all necessary measures actively to promote womenrs representation in

decision-making bodies.

6?16191 (Presse 69 - G) EN
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THE COMMISSION TO:

- ensure that the present programme is implemented and make interim and overall
assessments (at mid-term and at the end of the period) of the policy on equal

opportunities and equal treatment, on the basis of the information supplied by

the Member States, taking into account all action carried out by the Commission

and outlining the action carried out by the Member States;

- submit the results of these assessments to the European Parliament, the Council

and the Economic and Social Committee;

- integrate the obiective of equal opportunities and equal treatment into the

formulation and implementation of the appropriate policies and action
progriunmes and introduce specific means of co-ordination.

6216191 (Presse 69 - c) EN
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Brurollcs, le 17 mal lggt

i.|orE BtO(91) 161 AUX BUREAUX NATTONAUX
CC. AUX MEMBRES DU SERVICE DU PORTE PAROLE

+x3

CONSEIL AGRTCULTURE (Bruret tes, mardt 2t nat t99l ct lours sutvants)

Lc ConselI des Connnunautâs Europ6ennes tlcndra sa l4g9àne sesstonAgrlcutturc - te mardt 2t mat t99t à parttr de tsh et les fours sulvantseu Bâtlncnt Charlcmagnc à Brurcllcg, roua la PrttlOcncc dc lI. Rcnô
STEICHEN, Mlnlstrc dc l'Agrlculturc du Grand-Duchô dc Lurembourg.L'ordre du Jour du consell comportera les polnte sulvantg :

r ApDrobetlon dc le llrtc dcr polnt! .A..

r Proposltlon de la Cormlsslon au Consel! concernant la f lrailon des prlr
des prodults agrlcoles ot certalnes mesures conneres (lggl-t992) (doc.
cor(gt r72, .

HISTOR IOI'E

4 mars l99l : Transmlsslon des proposltlone Paquct-Prlr lggl/t992 dc
la Conrnlsclon au Consel I

4 ct 5 mars lggl : lcr prôsentatton du paquct-prtr lgçXrcz

25 et 28 mare lggl : un larga tour dc tablc a ôté cffcctu6 concernant
chaquc grand prodult

22 el 23 avrll 1991 : Trolslàme eramen au Conscll du doc. COM(91)72 ctplus partlcul làremcnt des cérâales (set aslde), Talt (R6ductlon des
(ruotas), vlande bovlno (Suppresslon safety net et abalssement du seul I
de tlêc l enchement de l ' l ntcrvent lon par adJud lcailon) , tabac (Réduct lonprlr ct prlnes) of enfln "Confesslonnols" Présldence/Commlsslon avec
chaque d6lêgat lon.

La réunlon du mardl 21 maI 1991 constItue donc lc 4c oxanen du
Paquet-Prlr 1991./92. Suatrc grands secteurs sont à l'ordro du lour.

Côrrla lcs

. Augmentatlon de la tare de coresponsablllté céréallère cte 3X à 6X

. Mesure spéclale d'etonératlon de la tare de coresponsablllté céréallèrepour les producteurs qul s'engagent à geler l5 X des terres, cette
r6ductlon s'appltquant à ta rots à la superf lcle totale cultlvéo et à la
superf lclc c6réal lêre (6mbtavée)

Lalt

. Réductlon de 2 X des quotas lalilers pour restaurer un certaln
équl I lbre entre t'offre et ta demande.

Vlande bovlnc

. Suppresslon du fllet de sécurtté (Safety Net)



. Abelrecmcnt
!drudlcat lon.

ïFbrc

du scul I dC dÔclcnchcment do I'lntervcnt lon pâr

l0ouctlon dcc Drlmcr ot prlr dc lo ll
r Allocttlon dc quotrc.§LOf. (rloe. o0t(gt)S) âffinÀeErett[ ûr rôgrlnc ôo
Crotrt lrltlorr (SLO| A)

Lc Conscl I dolt proeûdcr à l'cramen dc la propoeltlon de la Coirrlcslon
vlsent â trouvcr unc,rslutlon au problÔmc dc l'attrlbutlon dc qtrotas eur
productcurc 'SLOtl 2n, Gn wo dc donner sultc üur trrCtg dü la Cour dc
Justlcc cn la netlàrc, rcnürs cn ttécanrbrc lgg0.

La cnrcst lon cst dc crvolr d'où dolvcnt proucr+lr tos qtnnt ltts dc latt
rupplâmcnta lrce nâcorcr lres pour fa lrc facc aut domandü! dc cr8
productcurs : dcc "lplotat nat lonaur' ou d'unc augrnentat lon du ,quota
conrulnauta I rG"

. Proposltlon do rfu,toncnt ü Conscll portent, pour lcc clrprenco dc
cortorclel lset lon lg0e/tgg(,, 19t O/t99t ct fget/1992, ttabl lrsütcnt dc
rôglcr gônêralcs cn rutlÔrc dc corrrxrrclallsatton dc $tcrc prêfêrcntlct
denc le Conrnautô. (ô€. CO|(9O)92)

. Proposltlon do rêglenent du Consell 6tautlssant les régles g6néralcs
rclatlvcs â l'octrol ds !a prlme au Uénéflce des producteurs dô vlandc
ovlnc. (doc. COI(90)269)

L! Comnlsslon a, lc 27 !uln 199O, transmls au Conscl! la proposltlon
cltâc cn oblct ct qul vlsc à modlf lcr lcs déflnltlons des productcurs et
dcs crploltat lons, alnsl que ccl lcs dcs anlmaur êr-[q!.blcs à ta pr lnc
prâutc par lc rêglcmcnt (CEE) no 3Ot3/89.

r Uruguay Round - Yolct Agrlcolc

I. llac Strarry fcrt lc polnt dc le nÔgoclatlon'Uruguaÿ Round'I Ccnàvc.

r Atbptlon dc lt dlrcctlvc du Conscll conccrnant la nlsc sur lc marche
dcs proôrlto phytophernaccutlqucs (doc. @I(91 )87)

r Dlvcrl

- Orgtnlcrtlon dce travaur tuturs.

Anltlôs ,-) Lét2 ,/
B. Dcthomac



Brussels, 22 MaY, 1991

].loTE BIO (91) 161 (sulte 1)
CC. AUX IE]BRES DU SERVICE

AUX BUREAUX ].lATIO}.IAUX

DU PORTE-PAROLE

1489TH COPIICIL OF AGRTCULTURAL UINISTERS (Tuesday, 21 llav)
(G. KIELY)

1. Agrlcultural Prices 1991/92

Having dealt with a number of other items on the agenda the council
resumed its discussions on the 1gg1/gZ agricultural price proposals, in
restr lcted session.

Y{hi le dur ing the table round, Ministers did not depart to any great

extent from positions previously taken at former council meetings, the

discussion did focus on the main issues i.e. the problems conf ront ing

some agricultural markets and the need for urgent action.
ln contrast to the April meeting, only two Ministers again raisod the
question of an increase in the guidel ine.
The main seCtoral problems addressed were those of the mitk, beet and

cereals sectors.

Regarding milk, many delegations recognise the need for a quota reduction
although some emphaslse that it should bo obtained on tho basis of a buy

out scheme. A number of delegations could support a more significant
quota reduct ion e.g. 5% - but .spread over a number of years.

some delegat ions would support' a weakening of intervent ion.

On beef, the maintenance of the "safety net" mechanism is important for a

numbor of ,delegations, although they are prepared to See the actual
mechanism modified.

The incroase in the coresponsibility levy for cereals (+ 3%) and its link
to the temporary set-asido scheme is a problem for some delegations
some argue for a price reduction instead of a corespo,lsibility '. increase.
Some insist that any new set-aside incentives snould also be made

avai lable to ex isting part icipants.

Comment ing on the d iscuss ion Mr Mac Sharry we,cpmed the fact that
Ministers were addressed on the fundamontal issues i.e. the need for
market batancing measures and the fact that all tiinisters expressed the
view that a ser ious attompt to reach a conclusion should be made this
week. He emphasised however, that other difficulties remaining in the
way of an agreement must not be underestimated.

2. Proposal for a Council Directive concer,ling the placing of EEC

accepted plant protection products on the market: This proposal which
dated back to 1989;

. provides for the establishment of a positrve tist of active substances
tho use of which dges not involve any danger lor human or animal
hea I th;

. recognises the power of Member Statos to make initial Judgements
regarding the local acceptabi I ity, the harmlessness, the effect iveness
and the environmental impact of prerarations containing the active
substances on the CommunitY I ist

2



, establlshes tho prlnciple of mutual recogn'ition of national

authorisationsofplantprotgctionproductswiththeaimofthisfree
movsment ano inàt of the plants and ptant products treated'

some Member staies have difficutty in accepting the proposal, because

of the p;oposed legal basis and also bocause of some aspects of the

proposal. rne pres-idency believed that a qualif ied maJor lty could be

found for tho Presldency compromlse (which has not yot been accepted

bytheCommission)androquostedthatanexpertgroupdiscussthe
proposalfurtherwithaviewtofindinganagreementatthisCouncil.

UrugutY Round :-

MrMacSharryinformedtheCouncilonhisvisittoWashington.
descrlbed the discussions as cordlal and constructlve and that it
agreed :

.thatthecomplêtionofthenegotiationsbytheendoftheyearshould
continue to be the aim

. that new EEC/US cr ises must be avoicled

. that the techn ica I work shou ld be acce l'rated 
..

. that a Jo int assessme'nt at M in ister ial leve I in Ju ly shou !d estab I ish

i:;-"n"n""" of reachrng an agreoment Ôy year end'

He also informed the Counci I of the sensit ivity of the oi l§eed quest ion

(soya PaneI) Out entrhasised that tne community was movlng as fast as

possibto on Oringtig tne oils-eeds regimo into line wlth tho f lndings of

the GATT panets.- Hà also informej Ambassador Hills that US retaliation
on thls matter worlcl be a f atal blow to the Mult i lateral Trade Round'

tn rosponse to a-questlon on US access for feectgrains arising frOm Spain

and Portugals'accession to thê community, Mr Mac Sharry informed the

Counci I that dir"u"rlon will tlke placo with the US on this matter in the

near future. ,{e polnted out however that the US had been informed that

the communit, saü, this mat:er being resorved in the contort of the

ùl"gr.y Àourd . (The presen, ar rangements exp i ro i'l Dec . 1 991 ' hav i ng

irréaoÿ !s6.1 rol led over for 1 year) '

A. Polnts- -
t, I adopted

He

was

Following the Minister'al dinner
work i ng documentt wi i ch Puts
Commission's proposa's might be

agreement.

last night the Presidency distributed a

forward sorne suggest ions where the
amended in an ellort to obtain an

(tWorking document from Presidency sent by separate mai l)

Regards,

ÿ^'
c$-silruoPouLost//
\
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I{OTE BIO (9I ) I6t (SUITE E) AUX BUREÂUX iNTIONÂUX
CC. âUX T.IET'IBRE9 DU EERVICE DU PORTE PâRTI.E

T489TH CTITJNCIL
(8. KIELY)

F AERICI.JLTURAL ÈIINIBIERA

FRRiI PRICEB DISCUSSIIIî.IÉIT

THE EBUNCIL oF iIINIBTERE REBTJI'IED T}EIR DI3CIJ88I(}I8 YEATERDâY

(TIEDNESI}âY AA T'NV» OhI THE A6RICL{-TURfl- FRIEEE FOR 19f'1/94 ON TI'E

eÊStS OF â pRESII,€IrEY IIORKINB DOCI IEIIIT. THE t{rm(Ir€ DOCUiIENT

TITIK INTO âCC(il,NT IffiIY OF TFE CTI\ICERT{8 EXPRÉE8ED BY T{INISTERE IN
EâRLIER DISCUSSITIiIE.

THE ltâIN !{rDrFlcâTrotü vIB â vtg rt€ ct»iËIsartnis pRoPor€as t€REr

T}§ INTRODT'CTION OF â C$iIil.NITY FINtrIICED OUOTÂ zuY OUT

SCI{EIIE TO OBTâIN TRE ?OIO AUOTA REDI.ETIOTII. M,f,ITffi FOR SLOT'I

AT{D PERHâPE EVEN OUOTAS FOR REDTBTRIH.ITIT}I TO BiH.L iIILK
PRODIJCERS AND !!ILX PRODUtrERS IN LEBA FâVOIJRED AREâg (TI{E

AÈIOI$IT OF OUOTâ ELIBIBLE FOR ctT$ilJNtTY FI]IIâiTCINB }Iâ8 NOT

SPECIFIED) I

â CLEâR SÉT OF OBJECTIVEB REEâRDI}€ âI{TERIÆHTION SIJPPORT

DISTTIBIIfION



FOR BEEF TOËETHER I.JITH ÊN INCREASE IN TâE INTERVENTI$I
OPENIN6 TRIGGERS BY 4(ùTO POINTS. PURCHâSINS INTO
INTERVENTION ONLY BY TENDERINE ON â MODULâTED BASISI

REFUND BF THE SUPPLEMENTARY 3O/O CEREÂLS CORESPONBIBILITY
LEVY ON CEREÊLS TO EXISTING SET-ASIDE PARTIEIPÊNT8 TO

AVOiD DISCRIMINATION VIS-â-VIS THE NEI.I TEFIPORâRY SCHEI4E.

DURINE THE DISCUSSIONS MOST MINIBTERS I,TELEBI{ED THE PROPT}SÊLS.

RECOGNISED THâT THEY EOULD BE A BÊSI9 FOR A DECISION BUT âLL
RAISED SOME PARTICULAR PRBBLEMS. THREE MINISTERS HOT.'EVER (DE.

FR. IRL) DID NOT SEEM TTl BE IN A POSITION TO ÊCtrEPT ÊNYTHINE IN
THE PROPOSED PÊCKAEE ÊND âBâIN SUGGESTED â ROLL CIVER trF THE

I'IÂRKETINB YEÊR TJITH Nt CHâNEE§ TOEETHER hIITH AN INCREASE IN THE

BUDBETARY EUIDELINE (FR. IRL).

FOLLOT.JINB THE MINISTERS' INTEÊVENTION üR iIÊC SHRRRY I'IÊg VERY

CRITICâL OF THE PT]SITIT]NS TAKEN BY FIINISTERS POINTING OUT THÊT
t,IHILE IIINISTERS ON THE ONE HAITID RECOGNISED THE SERIOUB PROBLEFIS

ON Tt{E MARKET. ÂND CLâIMED THEY [IERE pREpÊRED TO DO SOIiiETHING Tt]
RESTORE STÊBILITY T.JHEN IT CAME TO BACKINB THIS UP T'IITH I}ECI§IVE
ÊCTION THEY T.IERE NOT I,IILLING TO DO ST].
HE POSED THE OTJ€gTION A6 TO T.IHETHER iiINISTER€ }IERE CAPRBLE OR

I.IILLINo TB TAKE A DECISION. ESPECIALLY IN VIEI{ OF THEIR REâCTIONg
TB PROPOSâLS I.JHICH HBD BEEN DRRFTED TO TAKE âCCOUNT OF CONCERNS

RâIBED BY THEITI EARLIER - THEREFORE HE 8RT.I LITTLE PTIINT IN
CTTNTINUINB.

HE POINTED ITIJT THÊT STOCXS I.IERE INCREÊAIN8 TB CRISIS LEVEL
(600T000 TONNES OF DÊIRY PROI}IJCTS. 80[D.OOO TONNEg BEEF, 19 M

TONNES OF CEREALS) IIRRKETE T{ERE I}ETERIORâTINB. FAR}I INCOÈTES T'JERE

FALLINB ÊND YET SOiIE MINISTERS BELIEVED THâT THE PROBLEH COULD BE

5OLVED BY SPENDINB FIORE 
'{ONEY 

. EVEN trTER A 3IàO/A IT.ICRERSE IN
EXPENDITURE IN 1991.

-É-

THE COUNCIL THEN HELD â SI,JPER RESTRICTED SEEEION I{HERE IT }IÉ16

EsTâBLISI{ED THAT FIINIETERE I.IERE PREPÂRED TO FIT}DIFY THEIR
POBITIONS T{ITH TI.E OBJECTIVE OF REÊCHINB â DECISITÏII.

ON THE BAEIB OF THE PLENâRY DISCI,8SITITII.9 âND THE BILATERfl-S THE

PRESIDENCY T.IILL PUT FORI.IâRD tr{OTI{ER BET OF PROPOSfl-S TODâY.

TI€ EOUNCIL IS EXPECTED TO NE;OXVEXE âT I7}OO (THIJRSDâY A3 HfIY).

REBARDS.

C. STATHOPOULOS

SENT BY 6PP âT r TFILI trnY e3 t7tl7r18 CEB 1991

+++ END OF TEXT +++
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NOTE BIO (91)-161 (SUITE 3) âUX BUREAUX NATIT,NAUXctr- Âux ifEr{BRES OU SEÀViCË'pu poRTE ,AROLE

1489TH COUNCIL OF A6RICULTURAL MINISTERS(8. KIELY}

AGRICI,JLTURâL PRICE FIXIN6 lggl/g?
THE COUNCIL OF âGRICULTURAL MINISTER-S RESUüED THE DISCUSSION ONTHE leellea pRrcE pncxaôË oN THE BÀôis oF A pRESTDENcy DoEU'TENTAT 81.30 (THURSDâY E3T.

THE PRINCIPAL POINTS IN THE PRESIDENCYT S DOCL'T,IENT I.JERE:
(A) .EREALST ÊN IN.REASE IN THE co-RESpoNsIBILrry BUy ro 3 ùt,..OBLIGÊTORY NâTIONâL CONTRIBUTIT'N TOI,JERDS THEspEeIAL LÊND sET_ÊsrDÈ scrremE.

INCLU'ION OF THE EI.II/IRONHENTAL âSPECT IN THESET-âSIDE SCHEI,IE-

(8) 
',IILKI COT,N'n,NIW FINâNCING OF A OUOTR LAV-OUT SCHEÈIE ATrlE RATE oF le Ecu/roo xszyenn Èôn À'penrop or 5

DI}IN,IBITrIOIÿ

E.D. ÀrA
D.E.D.

-er?$ADItüor îo
AGB Ætt
00Uf./1t8. SLCT(0,

,DEV.!P.

ECOlEtrÿ
M»

P.P.â.

[sar 
--

sE?. Âo.

r.q.E. I

c.F.



(C) BEEF I

(D) PRICEBT

YERR§ UP TO ? INXIHUÈ' LEV.EL 9F E. 73 OlO OF ELOBâLBI,ARRNTEED 
-OUANTITiÈS-.irV--ENCH-';EüÉEN STRTETOGETI{ER ..'IJH â CERiÀIN'DEGREE OÊ-"Fr.EXrgrLI,,REBRRDING THE Tr'rPUÈr'rÉiiiârrOru OF THIS SCHEIIE.

R CO,IÈIITI'TEN.J_T'{AT INTERVENTION BUYIN. IN PRICEFOR BUTTER r.JrLL xoi aË'LESS ixnrrr-éô"'slo æ THEINTERVENTION PRICE.

THE MâIN P(IINTS âRE:

AN TTERER8E_PY_ 4 Ola poIry.TS ON THE EoüûtrssroN, StrROPOS,IL REBÂRDINE iXÈ-àOHMUiliTY A*;- REBIT'NâLpRrcEs trHrct{ Hq,.[-D OpÈx- rNreiùENT;ôi.
THE REINTRODI cTITht oF IIE SftFETy NET BUT RTLEVELE lJr{rcH âRE LOTJEn innx npÈr-ÿ âî'pnese*r.

R GEÀIERAL EASING OF THE CO,I'T{IESIONI S PROPOSRLEoN pRrcEB E.§: pRrcE ÊieÈze foi -ôuËnn, t.s alopRrcE REDucrrorv ron-ôrlôËEoe nrrrô pnàiËïfue. 1.6 oloREDUCTION IN IIIE gUrDÈ-PRiCE EON IJTG'' RND â
üZ(?.riErcE 

REDucrronr-roà'-rxe orrrËiirr romcco
(E) THERE IJEIE âLsO NIJT'EROUB OTHER POI.NT§-RAISED BY T{INI6TER8
BH3,:il8-i*Evroua 

orscusôiilNà rnxÈù' nôcôürrr or rru-ixE -pREsrDENcyr 
s

88i'iH+NB 
oN rHE PREETDENCY' s §uGEEsrroNs FrR MRc sHARRy porNrED

!'OgT OF THE

Tfl(EN RCCOIr{T

CONCERNS EXPRESEED BY ÈIINI§TERg HAD BEEN
OF BY THE PREBII'EIEY.

Iffi*iIHToffif;.. HâD ExHAusrED rHE RtxlÈt FoR ÈrâNoEwRE rN

T}'E COST OF THE XEâ§URES PROPOS.ED-IJOI,LD BE HIBTIER. THTNï{oæ pRoposED pv rHE_-cor,r}riiffàN--siii-ËipiÀsr".o r*r rrJCO!ûIIBSION I.'OULD - ENSURE iHâ;'-THE gÙôàËïÀNV BUIDELII{Eh,orr.D BE REBpEcTED rN igsr-;iiô rN leee.
THE VAST ÊIâJORITY OF iII.NTSTERg BELIEVED- THâT THE PROPT'§AL8coNsrrrurED A ,ERY siervlElcÀrui 

-sreË-Fô1q1D 
ÂND FEL' rHRr r.JrrHSO,ÿIE MODIFICRTIONS NAr-ÀôNIEHENT ÈOUr.O' àE REACHED.

â NUMBER OF iIINISTERE HOI.JEVER FELT THÊT SUFFItrIENT ACCOUNT HâDNor BEEN TÂKEN or rxein"üiEws on pRoBLEÈrs.

MAIN DIFFICULTIES RRIBED BY SOÈIE FIINISTERSI

- PRICE REDUCTIONS 7OO SEVERE

;rrsErsHhE§§r 
pnvmerui àÈ'nrnrroN.L ELEMENT oF §pEcrRL LâND 6Er



- tr€RERL CO-RESPBNSIBILITY LEVY INCRENEE IB TOO HI6H

- BL0ÈI PRoBLEH SHtruLD BE REEOLVED }IITH A COI'IFIUNITY REBERVE

INTERVENTION §âFETY NET TRIEEERE FOR BEEF ÊRE TOO LOI'I.

REACTINB To THE TTIINISTERS CT]ÈIT'IENTS lIR FIâC SHâRRY SRID THÊT HE

FELT THAT

- R LOT OF PRBBRESS HAD BEEN l'lÊDE

- MINIBTERE KNET.I THÊT CERTâIN REOUESTE COULD NOT BE ACCEPTED

. ,REOUESTS I.'HICH DID NOT HAVE A BUDBETNRY IÈIPLItrATION I'JOULD' IF
POSSIBLE. BE TâKEN ÊCCOUNT OF

- IIINIETEPS HRD TO RECOBNISE THÂT TI{E PRESIDENCY! S PROPOBÊLS T'JERE

R BEM'INE AND BâLANtrED EFFORT TO REâCH â CONCLUSION âND THâT

6IVEN T}IE 5ERIOUS PRBBLEMS PREVRILI}ffi ON THE âBRICULTURâL ÈlâRKETS

iIINIBTERS I.IERE NBT HELPING THEIR FâRIIERS BY RESISTINB THE

HERSI.JRES I.IHItrH ARE NOI.J SO NECESSâRY.

BILATERRLS THEN TT}OX PLâCE T'JITH EACI{ OF TI{E iIINISTERS AFTER T''HICH

THE H-ETNRY SESSION RESTJfTIED (AT 6.30 A. M. ) AND DECIDED TO EXTEND

THE FIRRKETING YEAR TO JUNE 16 FOR IIILK RND BEEF RND FIXED THE

BâSIC âND BUYINE IN PRICE (AND BUIDE PRICE FOR DRIED FODDER) FOR

À xumeen BF PRoDTJcTS FoR THE PERITID UP TO JUNE 16. (EVEN T.JITH AN

;idiËiildiIT-roôày rnr 24 - THIE IB sTILL NEcEBEâRY AS THE EXISTINB
âRRAT{6EffiNT8 FOR iITTET OF TI{E PRODUCTB CONCERNED EXPIRE ON SUNDAY

e6 ilâY RT e4. eoH,.

THE CüJNCIL T.JAS THEN SUEPENDED AND

FIAY) âND RESUFIE DISCTJSSIONE ON THE :

REBâRDB.

C. sTâT}IOPOUL8s

§ENT BY §PP ÊT : FRI HAY A4 13t?Ot58 CEB 1991
+++ END OF TEXT +++
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ANDRIESSEN
A CFII,.EITI-

iIYSE F PAID TO TI€
'i THE EC IS CHRNAINB

Sfl(El{::+:ÿÿ T}lE END OF
sUnsE#aF rl€ trolfllERcr

FR8T. JRFAN r8 REÂS8EBSI IT3 ROI.E IN â ORDER SERIOUgLY
COLD T.'ÊR RTTID BY .6ttr,-F CRISIEÇ A NE[l

SURPLT.IS (F JAPAN ON EC IIARKET JUBT

.OCCURRED;
ri '

IN TIfE trIRCI.,ilAT HT}T.J COULD Ù.TE IÈIPROVE RELRTIONSHIP

ETI{EEII'ùJâFAN âltlD
THE TRIâltl§LE ?

EC IN ORDER TTI STRENETI{EN THE IRD SIDE (F

THâT HM "THE MÊIN
TI{REE DÂY6.

INT BF THE EONVERSATIONE ].IE HAD DUR THESE

IN ORDER TO
REALIgTICâLLY

THE EROUND IJE COVERED. I THI
TO START FRO]iI A LUCID EXÊF1INATION OF

DISTtsIBIIrIO!ÿ

OBBTRCLEB, ON BOTH SIDEs. TB A BETTER RELATIONSHIP.
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The Council of AgricuLturaL Ministers reached agreement on Friday (24
May) on the 199L/92 agricultural prices and related measures. Thedecision uras adopted with the support of eleven Ministers (Italy voted
against) .
The agreement reached, includes most of the proposals put forward by the
Commission, in particular those relating to the sectors experiencing most
market instability, i.e milk, beef and cereals.
The conclusion of an agreement lvas all the more notable given the factthat the Commission's proposal-s were opposed unanimously by the Ministersof agriculture during the two previous Agricultural Council meetings withten Minist,ers supporting a ro11 over of the marketing year withoùt any
changes in pri-ces or related measures and an increase in the budgeLguideline (lega1 maximum allowab1e expenditure on agriculture) to take
account of increased expenditure arising from German Unification.Mr Mac Sharry maintained his position that measures r^rere necessary,i-rrespective of the budgetary implications, in order to redress theserious imbalance in markets for a number of product,s. Despite anindication by many Ministers of a willingness to compromise, Lhe gap
between the Commission's position and that of the majority of uinistérèwas so great that the Council r^ras in danger of collapse on a number ofoccasions. Indeed, it was not until some hours befoie the conclusion ofthe discussions that it became apparent t.hat an agreement coul-d possibly
be reached. In the event Ministers accepted Mr Mac Sharry, s àrgumenLthat action was necessary now rather than postponing a decision pending
the reform of the CAP and concluded a deal on the basis of the third
Presidency compromise.
Mr Mac Sharry congratulated the President of the CounciL Mr Steichen and
the Ministers for their constructive and realistic approach in adopting a
package of measures which would help to improve'market stability in a
number of problem sectors and al-so ensure that spending on agriculture bythe Community would respect the budgetary guidetine in 1991 and 1992.
The agreement he said will aLlow the Community to embark on the important
task of reforming the CAP on the basis of proposals which he will put
forward.in the near future.

2
Main elements of agreed package:-
1. Milk:-

Reduction in quotas of 2*
introduction of a Community financed quota buy-out scheme up to a

level of 3E at the rate of 10 ECU/l0OKg/year for five years.
The milk bought up under this scheme could be used by Member States to
fuIfi11 their obligations regarding the 2% compulsory quota reduction
and t.heir milk requirements for SLOM producers. Member States are
aLlowed to decide the leve1 of payment to farmers for the quota buy
out scheme, the amount of mil-k they will buy up and the use to which
they will put t,hose bough't up quantities to.

the buying in price for butter into intervention is to be fixed by
the Commission to take account of quantities offered and the state of
t.he market,. The buying-in price will not be lower than 90t of the
intervention price.

2. Beef:-



^ Jnter.vention through the normal tender system will no$r open when thett tommunity weighted market price is equal to or less than 848 of the
intervention price and the regional market price is less than 808
(present trigger Levels are 88t and 849" respectively).
The intervention safety net system has been maintained but at a
reduced leveI. A1I offers to intervention will be accepted if the
Community weighted market prices are less than 782 (808 at present)
of the intervention price when
(a) in at least three Member States (or regions) representing 608 of
total Community production for bulLs or steers prices falI below 758
of the j-ntervention price ori
(b) when in one Member State (or region) the market price for bulls
or steers faII below 728 of the intervention price.
The Commission wiII, orr the basis of objective criteria establish a
maximum margin by which etigible tenders to intervention may exceed
the price paid to farmers.

3. Cereals:-
t.he basic co-responsibility levy will be increased to

present).
a special land seÈ-aside scheme will be introduced as an interim

measure. Producers participating in this scheme must set-aside L5B of
the land given to cereals and other supported crops in 1,991 when
planting for the L992 production year. Producers intending to
participate in this scheme must submit crop plans by 31 July or submit
plans and request participation in the scheme by L5 Dec. 1991.
Participants wil-I have the 58 levy reimbursed and also receive the
Community element of the present set-aside scheme. The national
contribution to the scheme is optional.

3-
Farmers participating in t,he existing 5 year set-aside scheme wiLl
have the 2t points increase in the co-responsibility levy refunded.

4. Sugar: -
No price reduction.

5. Oilseeds: -
Price reducti.on of l-.58 and a reduction of 50? in the bonus for double
zero oilseeds.
In order that the present oilseed regime be brought into line with the
GATT panel conclusions the Commission has undertaken to present
proposals to the Council by 3L JuIy L99l on the basis of which the
Council will take a decision by 31 October L99L'.

6. Protein crops:-
- price reduction of 1.58
- maintain monthly increments in minimum prices

202 reduction in aid over two years.
7 . ÿ{ine:'-

- present guide and distillation support prices are maintained.
8. Tobacco: -

- prices and premiums are to be reduced by OE, 6% and 138 depending
on the variety.

9. Sheepmeat:-
Basic price reduction of 2% together with an increase to 4 ECU/ewe in
the supplementary ewe-premium which is granted in disadvantaged areas
(present level is 1.5 ecu/ewe), - both of those condit.ions apply from
the beginning of the L992 marketing year.

10. Pigmeat:-
The Commission will examine the possibility of applying the private
storage aid system more selectively.

1L. Agri-monetary:
The monetary gap for the UK, Germany and Netherlands has been
eliminated.
In the case of Greece 759. of the monetary gap has been eLiminated and
the number of green rates has been reduced.

5t (3t at



- Eor §na1n the Commission's proposal regarding the monetafy gap has* üeen maintained and the number of green rates is to be reduced.
L2. It should be noted that in the absence of an opinion from the
Parliament that the Council r^ras not in a position to decide the
regulations relating to cereal prices*and nuts.

--- Fin du document


