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DEVELOPMENT OF THE PIG POPULATION IN THE COMMUNITY AND PRODUCTION FORECASTS (AUGUST 1983)

The Community's total pig population (EUR-10) in August topped the 8l-million mark,

an all-time record for that month. This merely confirms the results of the survey
conducted last April (see Rapid Information No 5/1983), vhen it was already clear that
all categories of pigs were showing an increase and that a record level had been reached.
There is, however, a fundamental difference between the results of these two surveys:
whereas in April all the national herds were on the increase, only five (accounting for
63% of the Community herd) showed an increase in August.

Table 13 Development of the pig population (EUR-10) in August

1981 1982 1983

1000 head | 1000 head % 82 /81 1000 head | % 83/82
Pigs £ 50 kg 43 093 42 183 - 0.7 44 377 + 3.7
Pigs for fattening
2 50 kg 27 251 27 307 + 0.2 27 298 - 0.0
Pigs for breeding 9 152 9 276 + 1.4 9 421 + 1.6
Total 79 497 79 366 -~ 0.2 81 096 + 2.2
(of which Germany) 23 339 23 091 -1.1 24 669 + 6.8

The above table shows the major pig-producing role played by the Federal Republic of
Germany, which, with an increase in its herd of over 1.5 million head, now accounts for
over 30% of the European pig population.

The number of pigs for fattening - weighing 50 kg and over on the hoof - has maintained
the August 1982 level. This seems paradoxical at first sight, inasmuch as the number of
young animals (less than 50 kg) counted in April 1983 was up by 3.5% compared with the
previous year. This difference may be explained partly by the fact that Community
production probably increased during the summer of 1983 and is slowing down towards the
end of the year. It is also not excluded that the difference may be due to poor
classification of livestock by breeders. The fact that most Nember States no longer
send enumerators in Bitu but conduct their surveys by post very likely works to the
detriment of the accuracy of the results.

As for the number of mated sows, there was a rise of 1.5%, mainly accounted for by the
Federal Republic of Germany (+5.6%), Belgium (+3.2%), the Netherlands (+3.1%) and
Italy (+1.5%). Denmark is therefore no longer the only country (as was the case in
April) to record a fall in its breeding herd: Greece, the United Kingdom, France and
Luxembourg are also apparently preparing to level off, or even reduce, their herds.

As for production forecastis, supply is expected to increase further between August 1983
and July 1984 by approximately 2.3 million head (+1.8%) despite a market which is

richly supplied.
In conclusion, the following salient features should be noted:

- the Furopean pig population has reached an all-time record, due mainly to
the increase in size of the German herd;

- production is very likely heading for a new record between August 1983 and
July 1984;

- the breakdown of the pig population by weight category seems to leave much to
be desired in several Member States.
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SCHWEINEBESTAND IM AUGUST
PIG POPULATION IN AUGUST

CHEPTEL PORCIN EN AOQUT

1000 STUECK-HEADS-TETES

D F 1 NL B L UK IRL DK EL  EUR10
INSGESANT TOTAL TOTAL
1961 23339 11740 8749 10300 3180 79 7991 1082 9803 : 794978
1982 23091 1312 8829 10698 1810 79 813t 1141 9722 1251 793668
1983 28669 11216 8957 10977 3290 73 8100 1138 9494 11359 81096
% 83/82 6.8 -0.8 1.4 2.6 3.5 =3:2 ~0.4 1.6 -2.3 -1.3 2.2
FERKEL (<20 ¥B) PIGLETS ({20 ¥G) PORCELETS (<20 XB)
1981 &775 3067 2034 363 1433 29 27 3057 : 229004
1982 64623 2944 2083 3604 1381 29 2210 305 3160 451 228041
1983 7133 2997 2091 3683 1460 30 223 28 2998 409 23321
% 83782 1.7 1.8 0.3 2.1 5.7 4.4 1.0 -6, -3 -11.3 2.3
JUNGE SCHHEINE (20-(30 KB) YOUNG PIGS {20-¢30 KB) JEUNES PORCS (20-<30 KGB)
1981 6021 2878 2006 2011 1343 18 2252 309 3037 : 201931
1982 5938 2703 2008 2257 1311 20 2237 333 2847 323 199791
1983 6371 3036 2024 2373 1432 13 2297 353 2829 324 21034
1 83/82 7.3 12.2 0.8 9.1 9.2 -23.1 2.7 6.3 -0.4 0.2 3.4
MASTSCHWEINE ()30 KB) PIGS FOR FATTENING (>50 K&} _ PORCS A L’ENGRAIS (330 KG)
1981 7786 4393 3813 3413 1709 18 2633 3N 2636 : 212511
1982 7783 427 1836 3592 1754 18 2687 373 2604 262 27307
1983 8243 3943 3957 2 1713 17 2613 389 2389 231 27298
1 83/82 3.9 -10.9 2.6 1.4 -2.8 -4.8 -2.8 4.3 -0.7 -4.3 0.0
MASTSCHWEINE, 50-(BO KG PIGS FOR FATTENING, 50-<80 K6 PORCS A L'ENGBRAIS, 50-<80 K
1981 3070 2624 1767 2212 1044 13 1821 294 2157 : 171921
1982 3051 2328 1793 2189 1070 12 1881 294 2086 194 170991
1983 5340 2244 1818 2235 1085 11 1824 309 2094 184 17147
T 83482 3.7 -11.2 1.3 2.1 1.4 -B.0 -3.0 3.3 0.5 -5.2 0.3
NASTSCHWEINE, B80-¢110 X6 PIG6S FOR FATTENING, 80-<110 K6 PORCS A L'ENGRAIS, 80-(110 X6
1981 2373 1763 1073 1136 633 3 718 60 440 : 5221
1982 2603 1728 1093 1299 673 3 670 70 303 40 87084
1983 2734 1308 1116 1307 619 3 b8 48 477 b2 8384
1 83/82 3.9 -12.7 2.0 0.6 -8.1 9.8 -0.4 =3.4 ~5.3 3.3 -1.4
HASTSCHREINE, >110 X6 PIGS FOR FATTENING, 110 X6 POGRCS A L*ENGRAIS, »110KG
1981 141 206 973 43 11 1 116 17 19 : 1537
1982 129 i 946 64 20 1 136 10 13 8 15004
1983 147 189 1003 &0 1 1 121 12 16 3 1563
1 83/82 14,4 10.3 6.0 -6.3 -44.8 -41.3 -10.8 28.1 6.7 -43.4 4,4
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