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‘ SPANISH LAWYER NEW PRESIDENT OF EURCPEAN PARL.IAMENT

MADRID, July 25, Reuter - Spanish socialist Enrigue Baron,
elected president of the European Parliament on Tuesday, is a
lawyer who was sidelined in national politics but gained
prominence abroad when Spain Joined the community thres years
A .

A acomplished linguist and former transport minister,
45-year—-old Baron is the first Spaniard elected to head a
Europsan Community inslitution.

He tried unsuccessfully for the post in 1987 but it wenil to
British conservative Lord Plumb.

Baron was assured of it this time after the Socialists, the
biggest single group in the Strasboury assembly, struck a deal
with the second biggest, the centre-right Christisn Democrats.

U To build Europe you have to have a big consensus,  ~ Baron
told Reuters. " 'Polarisation is bad, either on the lefl or right,
w2 Just want a majority who are working for Burope 1992077

He said his main aims wees o help the community advanoe
towards unity and to ensure decisions on that were taken
democraticall
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esn 't o mean displacing aational parlisments, bat it
maans e ns (on BEurops) should bes made in the European
PJP]‘&%PH* Baron said.

Bpain has Just ended a six-month term as president of the

Council of Ministers and Baron saild his election would be a
. further souraoe of peide for the country, isolated for vears
under dictator Francison Franco who died in 18750

TFoe Spmnjaraﬁ, it’s important to feel wse really arce
acoepted, "7 he said.

A Lduyeﬂ by training, Baron has also Laught economics and
said he always had a strorng Ieaning towaeds Europe, an interest
shown by his command of languages —— he speaks Spanish, Catalan,
English, French, German, Italian and Porluguese.

Like many of his generation in Spain, he entersd politicos asz
g left-wing student in the 1960s working behind bthe scenes
against the Franco dictatoeship.

His past legal casss include defending veteran communist
Lrade unionist Marcelino Camacho.

Baron was secretary-general of a small left-wing party watil
it mergeil with the mainstream Socialist Workers Parbty (PSOED in
the 1970s. & member of parlisment afteer the first post-Feancoo
glactions in 1977, he was PSOE spokesman on economic affa
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A Leans pnrt minister in Prime Minister Fplipa Gonzaler s
Firslh goverament from 1982 until 1985, he had some Jdiffioglh
tasks —— jmplementing deastic cuts in the wiate Falleay andd
gleal ing wtlh (hruw majgnr air crashes well Aas striking pilobs
AEnd @it 1!‘ 2+ 1_> ventrullees. S T )

.
& vxctim of Gonsalez's Firet cabinst resheffle in 1%98%,
Baran burnerd his ambitions ho BEurops. Spain’s firslt delsgation
Lo Strasboueyg in January 1986 was based on peeby streonglh in Lhe
‘ rational parliament and he went as spolkesman for the socialist
He became vice-president of the Europesan Parliament i 1985
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Litimral ndidate Rudiger von Wechmare, a former Weslt Geeman
diplomat who served as ambassador to Beitain and to the United
Mations, was second with 23 votes. i
The Christian Democral bhloco si

ftruck the deal wibth ths
socialists on the understanding that its candidate would be
given a clear run at the presidency in 1992 four the second half
0f the parliament’s five-year life.

The partiament is plaving an increassingly impoctant role in
the European Communibty s drive to become a gianl, bharrise—fros
market by the end of 1992, giving its opinion on legislation and
suygesting amendments.

As president, Baron will represent the assembly in dealings
with other EC instiftutions, attending the start of the lwice-
vaarly Comunity summils, and will act as a2 sort of ambassador to
the outside world.

His predecessor, British Conservative Lord Plumb, visited 30
countries in his 30 months in office.

The president also plays a crucial role in managing
parliamentary business, setting the agenda for debate, chairing
plenary sessions and mediating betwesen the 10 multi—-national
political groups.
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Baron, a lawyer who defanded labour lsadses under the
dictatorship of the late Beneral Franoo in Spain, secved as
transport minister in the socialist government from 1982 to
1935,

HH grpaaks wi of the EC's nineg official languages s
Furopsan Parliament in 1Q8o. Ha was narrowly
de¥eateﬂ by Plumb four the presidency bthe fnl]uwl 1w year Hnd WA
elected inslead to b one of the assembly s vice-presidents.,

Barorn s election in the Ffirst round of voting was a notable
pergonal swooess as depulties havae in the past baken advant:
thes " bhallot to bereak party ranks. Previows e2lections
racud L red up ho qur rounsts of voting.

Hie wlsction followsd s mass wallk-oul during the traditionald
zpasch by the ﬂvawmhly'ﬁ oldest member, Franch righb-wingee
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MV”MH__:_:J&Ltt-‘d. :L.:-)':-.;i.. musied b Lbaes
Mational F—r:.mL Tist of Jean-Marie Le Pen, prosided over Lhe
iraugural geswsion of H‘e
The 180-: i group walked oul of Lhe chambar an
bua hegan o wpeak, leaving a red rose in each of theire
while Gresn depubtiess held yp a bannee saying W Fasoismg
naver again’ .

Mambers of almost avery other parliamsantary group Foldowsd
as Autant—lara besgan a harangue against the bthreal ho the
diversity of Europsan culture from the United States.

Only fellow right-wingers and aboulb two dozen other
deputies, among them some British consgrvatives, remained in
thmir seats.

Gresns latae 1 another protest overs Lhe Beritish fierst-
pasb-the-post electoral system which meant that despits winning
15 per cent of the vote in last month’s elections, the Greeas
won no seats in Britain.

Gresn deputiss From olther countriss placed 12 chairs on

Theair cleg at bhe 12 ddepualiss who wiondsd have besn
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