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GROUPE DU PORTE- PAROLE 

0 PRECHERGRUI"'P'E 

41JuPPO DEL PORTAVOCE INfORMATION A lA PR[SS[ • MITHilUNG AN 01[ PR[SS[ ·INfORMAZWN[ 
AllA STAMPA • M[D[OHING AAN 0[ PHS • PR[SS R[UAS[ BUREAU VAN DE WOORDVOERDE~ 

5POKESMAN'5 GROUP 

Brussels, 4 February 1971 ~ 
The Commission of the European Com.:.uni ties today appointed Dr Pietro 
Caprioglio Director-General of the Euratom ~oint Research Centre. 

Pietro Caprioglio was born in Rome on 28 April 1929 and worked at 
AGIP Nucleare and Euratom until July 1967. From 1967 to March 1969 
he vas Director of the Societi Progettazioni Meccaniche Nucleari of the 
IRI group. He subsequently returned to Euratom and was appointed Director 
of the Ispra Establishment on 1 April 1969 ,, 

The apyointment of Dr Caprioglio follows the Commission's decision a 
prthllight c..go to grJ.nt greater functional autonomy to the Joint :Hesearch 
Centre under the directives which are to be issued by the Commission and 
the Council. 

In ttis way the Commission has taken on2 of the first steps to implement 
the :cgre:ement reached by the Council of :Jinisters of the Community last 
December concerning the reorganization of the Joint Research Centre, VJhich 
has establishments at Ispra, Geel, Karlsruhe and Petten. 

The new Director-General of the Centre will have his headquarters at 
Ispra, i.e., in the largest establishment, vith the largest labour force. 

On the occasion of Dr Caprioglio's appointment, Altiero Spinelli, Eember 
of the Commission with special respomd':Jili ty for scientific and tec:mi
cal research, congratulated the new Director-General, adding that the 
Community's most urgent and important t~sk in this field now was to speed 
up the preparation of a multiannual research programme ~overing both 
nuclear and non-nuclear sectors. Vii thout Slcch a programme, the reorga
niz::.tion of the Centre and the greater powel'S delegated to the Director
Gene:ral would lose their point. The ~~esea:cch Centre would now be requil~ed 
to contribute to this work, by preparing th8 part of the multiannual pro
gr:::.i,Ji.~e which concerned the work of the cJ oirc-1: Research Centre. It would 
be premature to say that we were approachin~ a solution to the Euratom 
crisis. He thought, however, that it could be said thc..t with these 
first steps the Commission was showing a prr:-:ti cal will to tackle the ]_):;.~o

blams of Community scientific research in a new way; this initiative 
of the Commission's should be matched by a tangible political will on 
the pa:rt of the Member State governmentsR 
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RELEASED IN BRUSSELS 

EURATCM NAMES PIErRO CAPRI<X;LIO AS HEAD OF JOINT RE~EARG-1 CFNI'ER 

WASHINGTON, D.C., February 5 -- The European Communities Commission has 

named Pietro Caprioglio as Director General of European Atomic Energy Com-

munity's Joint Research Center, which consists of establishments at Ispra 

(Italy), Geel (Belgium), Karlsruhe (Gennany), and Petten (Holland). The 

Director General's offices will be at Ispra, the most important of the 

four research centers. 

Mr. Caprioglio was born on April 28, 1929, in Rome. Between 1957 

and 1967, he worked first with AGIP Nucleare and then at Euratom. From 

July 1967 to March 1969 he was director of the Societa Progettazioni 

Mecchaniche Nucleari, part of the I.R.I. group. He then returned to 

Euratom as director of the Ispra establishment on April 1, 1969. 

The appointment of Mr. Caprioglio follows the Commission's decision, 

made two weeks ago, to grant greater functional autonomy to the Joint 

Research Center -- part of the Commission's general plan approved last 

December by the Council of Ministers for restructuring the Joint Research 

Center. 
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