
ACP- EEC CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY 

JOINT COMMITIEE 

RESOLUTION 

on world Population and Development 

(adopted by the Joint Committee on 24 February 1983) 

The Joint Committee of the ACP-EEC Consultative Assembly meeting 

in Kingston (Jamaica) from 21 to 24 February 1983 

A. Aware that in the 25 years up to 1975 the total world 

population increased from just under 2,500 million to 

over 4,000 million and that by mid-1981 it had reached 

approximately 4,500 million, 

B •. Aware that currently world population is growing at an average 

rate of 1.7% a year which, if it continued, would mean that 

world population would reach over 6,000 million by the year 

2000 and would double to 9,000 million approximately by the 

year 2020, 

c. Aware that nine-tenths of this increase1 will take place in 

the less-developed world, thus, in the words of the Brandt 

Report : 

.. compounding the task of providing food, jobs, shelter, 

education and health services, of mitigating absolute 

poverty and of meeting the colossal financial and 

administrative needs of rapid urbanization .. , 

D. Recalling the principles and objectives of the World Population 

Plan of Action, adopted by the United Nations World Population 

1 See Annex 
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Conference held in Bucharest in 1974, where the inter­

relationship of population and development is recognised 

("population variables influence development variables 

and are also influenced by them"), 

E. Noting that this issue has received considerable attention 

in many international fora, including the International 

Conference of Parliamentarians on Population and 

Development held at Colombo, Sri Lanka in August/September 

~ 1979 and at the Ottawa Summit of July 1981 ~nd the World 

Economic Summit of Cancun in October 1981, · 

1. Shall study the relationship of population. with 
development policies. 
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