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COMMON HARMONIS:ID TARIFF FOR COAL AND STEEL COMMUNITY

Transition Period Ends

Luxembourg, February 7T n February 10, 1958, the European Coal
and Steel Comrunit‘ marks the end of its Tfive-year transition
perlod by setting up a harmonised steel tariff, varying from
3-12%, for all its six countries. This is the culminating point
of the progressive establishmont of the Coul-Steel Common IMarket,
fore"ﬂnrer and pilet plaut of the zeneral Common Market to be
established by the Zuropeesn Bcouomic Cowmnunity. Thus, by
p February 10, 1958, the gix Comnunit; covntries will have fully

- established a single nmarket for coal and steel in waich Clﬂwcms
barriers, quota PCutrlubluns, curraucy r,utrlﬂt cug, nationc
subsidies, double-~pricing, aud trauspcrt cdiccriminations arb
abolished.

Five ycars azo, on Iebruary 10, 1953, the Cornion Market for
coal was opened and most of the bar¢3crs to trade in ceoal and
steel between Community countries were quickly lowered. 3But to
enable Community industries to adant thenselves to the new
conditions of the Commou Market, certain transition measurcs were
allowed to remain until their abolition on Tebrusry 10, 1938
These included ¢ Italian duties on im;or;n of colie and steel,
subsidies for Freuch coz2l, zone prices Ior certain COdlMlnl’q
basins, and special financial aid to %¢ Belzian and Italiaun coal
industries. All thesc special teasorary neasures nave acileved
their object, except for wmone prices and the aid paid to the
Belgiazn coal mines,; both of which may hive to be replaced by some
other form of safeguard.

During the tran51t10n period, Community coal production has
increased by 3.87% from £38.9 LllllOn metric tons in 1952 vo 247.8
million metric tons in 1957, and Commuunity steel yroduction by
42.6% from 41.8 million metric tons in 1952 to 59.8 nillion
netric tons in 1957. Trade in coal buH increased by 214 over the
same perlod and trade in steel by 157%. Investments planned 1n
the steel industry increased from £545 million in 1952 to 793
million in 1957, whilec investments plaumcd in coal increased fron
505 million in 1952 +to #6220 million iw 1957. Employment figures
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in Community industries at the end of 1957 stood at 1,680,000 as
compared with 1,600,000 in 1952, During the truncition period,
the High Authority has set aside £12.6 willion for rezdaptation
of displaccd labour, of whicih 1% has spent 84.5 million on some
20,000 workers. I+ has set aside F61 miliion for workers'
housing, and by the end of the transition period 12,147 houses
have been built with the aid of High Authority funds.
have been spent in technical and medigsl resewrch projecths
furthered by the dish Authority, and -PLT7Z million have been mads
‘evailzble in invegtment loans to Community firns.

Over the samz neriod, the High Authority has signed speciol
transport agrcements with Austria and Switzerland, to extend 1o
rail transport through Austrisn zad Swiss territory the "inter-
national throush-retss" cpplied to ccal and steel rail traffic
within the Cormunity. In adlition, it has signed an Asreement
of Association and a Steel Dariff Asreereat with Great Sritain
and a Consultative Agrecment with Switzerland. -

The transition period 1aid down for tne gencral Common Market
of the Iuropesn wcounowic Community is al.ommed o extend for
twelve to fifteen years, compored witly the iive-year transitior
period of the Iurcpean Coal aud Steel Cormmmity. o o
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