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A rlight easginsg of tension on the European Coal and Steel
Comminity's coal markct is likely in ithe pecond quarter of 1957,
it was digcloscd {ollowing th=z regular quar terly exchange of
views held botwecen the Commwnity's High Authority ond tho Coal
Committee of the Orgenisation for Buropean wconomic Cooperation
(OEEC) om March 1. The ircrsascd tightness prevailing in the
narket las? autumn,following an extremely cold year and the
sucm crisis, hes alrcady besu saken up by the cxceptionally
mild wintcr.

Although grauuculon, at 61.2 million metrric tons, is
estimated dt 2 millica tons helow the first cuarscr forccast
owing to thc smallcr number of working doys, availeble supplies
arc e.pccted to be only 800,000 tong lower gincce consumption
at the wincs, use at pit-head vower stations and deliveries 0

mincers will be geagonally lower, o,
The reduction of supplivs will bc morc thuan offsct by a

asonal fall of 900,000 fous in deusnd comparod w1tn uh( first-
guarter cevimates, This roducstion is expeceicddespite a pre=- -
dicted incrbasc of 300,000 tons in coal congumption by coking

plant. Tho cUJntltlu oL coar supplicd For domes.tic consuwmption
(includinz bricuetics, ligmite briguetics and coke) are cxpaecied

to bz slightly'lafgcr than thos deliverad in the sccond quarter
ol 1956, which were themsolves abnormally high,

Inports from the United Tingdom arc (xpected to rcach
T43,000 toue, or somec 240,000 tonz more than the total Tixed
for the firut quaricr. Dcliverios from Poland, the USSR, and
othcr Bast turopcan countrics, however, ore cxnoeted tou fall
slipgntly from the reeunt levels following difficulties in
naintoining deliverice of Rusciun coal.

The ConmunitV's imnhorts of Amcricon coal nceded to mokc
vp the balance of i%e roguirements cwe Likely $o0 remain  around
9 million tons.

Tenpgion in the coke market is ~lso cxpocted to cosc
slightly as o roeoult of incroancd prouus tion, togcethcr with
the acasonal 211 in reouiremints Lor dorestic CJnuamptlon.
‘Thegc should lnrcalv compenaate nredicted ilncrease of

150,000 tons in domand by the stecl industry.
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The following table shows the forecasts for the sccond
quarter, with thc first-quartcr forccasts includcd for
comparisons

ond Quarier,l957  lst Quartcr,1957 .
(millions of mctric tons)’ '

Supplics

Production 1.2 | 63.33
Imports from third countries 11.7 11.7
Drawing on pit-hcad stocks. - .0.2
Nceds

Consumption , 64.1 64.7
Mincs' own consumption ond 745 9.2
deliverics to personncl.

Lxports to third countrics. 1.5 g 1.5

TOPAL 73.1 5.4
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