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Informatien Service

'PRESS COMMUNIQUE

U{K.—Community Tariff Agreement Signed

T L

The Governments of the United Kingdom and the six member -
states of the Furopean Cozl and Steel Comnunlty, together with
the Community's High Authority, today signel in ILuxembourg a
tariff agreement substantially reducing customs duties on iron

-and steel products in the United Kingdom and the Community.

Under the terms of the agreement the United Kingdom will
reduce its tariffs on a wide range of iron-and steel prcducts
from the current level of 15-33 1/3» ad valorem to a maximum of
10%, with an approprlate adjustment of the alternative specifie
rates.

On ttheir side the member states will apply rates not ex-

.ceeding those resuiting from the harmonization ef thelr external

tariff when the trensition period ends on Pebruéry 9, 1958.
These maximum rates will vary between 3 and 12% ad valorem.

Signature of the agreement constitutes acoeptance by the
Governments of the six Community countries and of the United

Kingdom of proposmls made by the Council of Associlation between

the United Kingdom Government and the Hish Authority at the
Coun01l's sixth session on October 24.

It is a further token of the close association between ths

‘Community and the United Kingdom initiated by +the Agreement of

Association of December 1954. It comes at a moment when then
Community has fulfilled its Treaty obligations to harmonize its
external tariffs, and is the firet international commnercial
agreement negotiated by the Community on the basis of its
hqrmonlzed thlLfo '

If any of the signatories wishes to increase these customs
duties, the agreement provides for prior consultatien between
them on possible courses of action to avoid the necessity for
increased duties, or, if no agreement is reached, on the extent
of the increase to be effected.
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I% is proviled that nothing in the asrecaent should affect
T the uzifnabtoriecs under the General Agreement

on Tarifrs and Trade (%.2.T.T.), =7d the concsssions uade under

the agreemznt are therefore sxtendel to 21l cther C.AT.T. '

sirnatories under ths mort-favoursd-nation clause.

The ngreement vas sisned on behall of the Governments and
the Wirh Autherity hy: , _

Bilgiuvn i, Ltoger Tayaans, Aubazsador to Iuxembourg;

France: e le Nail, Chargé V'Affaires:

Germany Count Xapl wvon Spreti, Aubacsador to Inxembourg:

Ihaly. Siz. Antonio Venturini, Anvecsador to Luxembourg;

Tuvenbourg: i Zauldl YWilwers, Ccoanlssioner-General for '
Neonomic Affairs:

Netherlandg: Dr. AHo Phitinee, Ainbagszsdor to Luxenboure;

Ln;tel Kin

cdom: Sir Willien ieilderaid, iead of United Hinjdom
Dael=smation to the Ei~h Autherity; -

Hieh Authority: u. Dirlk Siiersnburg, ileuber of the High Authority.
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