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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX : MARCH 1982

The consumer price index for the European Community in March 1982 was 0.9 % higher
than in February. The change on the previous month was 1.1 % in France, 1.0 % in the
Netherlands, 0.9 % in Italy, the United Kingdom and Denmark, In Belgium (0.2 %) and
Luxembourg (0.1 %) it was low because of measures taken after the devaluation. In the
Federal Republic of Germany the increase was 0.2 % and in Greece 3.3 %.

During the past 12 months or so, the increase compared with the same month a year earlier
has been relatively stable at between 12 and 13 % for the European Community. This
contrasts sharply with a marked slow=down in the rates of increase shown by the similar
series for the USA and for Japan.

This monthly bulletin includes at page 6 a chart showing for each member country the
development of price indices for the group Clothing and footwear (including repair).
The index numbers for individual member countries range more or less as widely for thisgs
group as for the general index but the average for the Community is more than 10 %
below the general index and this difference between the indices has developed progres—
sively over the last two years., Moreover there are marked differences between member
countriess In the United Kingdom, for example, the group index (1975 = 100) is Lower
than that for the Community while the total index is significantly higher. In France
and Denmark the total indexes are close to the Community average but the group in‘iex
for France is higher than that for the Community and that for Denmark clearly lower,

The graph shows seasonal price fluctuations for the Netherlands, Greece and Denmari,
They are probably due to the price collection methods taking into account "sale" prices
of products in the beginning of the year and during summer. In the majority of countrie
sale prices are not taken into account. Price increases for clothing and f{ootwear can
be observed for all countries at the end of the winter and at the hLeginning of a2uluvun
but the extent of the increase varies from country to country,.

Contents : Table A - General index, p. 2
Table B=-K - Indices for sub-groups, P. 4~13
Table L. = General price indices for Switzerland, Austria, Norwar anc
Sweden, pe. 14
Table ¥ -~ Historical series 1955 = 1981
Methodological note, P. 16
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CONSUMER PRICE INDICES INDICES DES PRIX A LA CONSOMMATION
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PRIX & LA CONSOMMATION
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FRIX A LA CONSOMMATION

CONSUMER PRICES

PRODUITS ALIMENTAIRES(SANS BOISSONS ET REFAS A L'EXTERIEUR)

FOOD(EXCL, DRINKS AND MEALS QUT)
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PRIX A LA CONSOMMATION

CONSUMER FRIXCES

BOXISSONS(A DOMICILE)ET TABAC

DRINKS (HOME CONSUMPTION)AND TOBACCO
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'~ CONSUMER PRICES PRIX A LA CONSOMMATION

CLOTHING AND FOOTWEAR HABILLEMENT ET CHAUSSURES
(INCL. REPAIRS) (Y COMPRIS REPARATION)
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FRIX A LA CONSOMMATION

CONEBUMER FRICES

HABILEMENT ET CHAUSSURES(Y COMPRIS REPARATION)
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FRIX A LA CONSOMMATION

CONSUMER FRICES

LOYER,COMBUSTIBLES ET ENEROGIE
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FRIX A LA CONSOMMATION

CONSUMER FRICES

HOUSEHOLD GOODS AND SERVICES

BIEHS ET SERVICES DE MEMAGE
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FRIX A LA CONSOMMATION

CONSUMER FRICES

TRANSPORTS ET COMMUNICATIONS

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS
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FRIX A LA CONSOMMATION

CONSUMER FRICES
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CONSUMER FRICES

FRIX A LA CONSOMMATION
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1 1955 ¢ | 3%.3
1 1956 ¢ 1 40,5
I 1957 ¢ 1 41,5
I 1958 ¢ 1 43.5
I 1959 ¢ 1 44.2
| |

1 1960 ¢ | 45.1
I 1961 ¢ | 44.1
1 1962 & | 48,1
[ 1963 ¢ | 50.1
| 1964 ¢ 1 51.9
{ i

1 1965 ¢ 1 53.9
| 1966 ¢ 1 55.7
| 1967 ¢ 1 57.2
1 1948 ¢ | 59.0
I 1969 @ | 61.4
i |

I 1970 ¢ 1 64.3
I 19721 ¢ 1 68.2
| 1972 4 I 72,5
1 1973 ¢ | 78.4
I 1974 ¢ | 88.3
| |

I 1975 ¢ | 100.,0
| 1976 ¢ 1 110.8
1 1977 ¢ 1 122.4
I 1978 ¢ 1 131.6
| 1979 ¢ | 144.8
| I

| 1980 ¢ | 144.8
| 1981 ¢ | 185.1
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Methodological Note

The consumer price indices presented here are national indices which may appear
under different titles in some of the countries. The development of the general
index published by EUROSTAT is equivalent to that published by the country.

The components of this general index correspond to groupings of the national
indices aggregated according to a harmonized classification of the ESA (Buropean
System of Integrated Economic Accounts). The price development of these components
is equal to the price development of the national indices for the same components
of the classification.

The scope of the general index differs according to each country. This can be

due to population differences (specific income classes, certain socio-occupational
categories, or all households); differences in geographic zones (capital, urban
areas, rural areas); or differences in the concepts of expenditure on rent, health,
etc. Finally, methodd of seasonal correction differ from country to country.

A fixed base system is used in some countries, while others use a chain system
(variable weights). Base years may also differ between countries. For better
comparison EJROSTAT has taken 1975 as the base year for all countries.

The BUR 9 indices are obtained from the arithmetic average of the national
indices weighted by the relative share of each country in real values, as ob-
tained for final household consumption and its components from the comparison
in real values of the aggregates of ESA (1975).

Note méthodologique

Les indices de prix & la consommation présentés ici sont les indices nationaux.
Ces indices portent des noms différents dans les différents pays. L'indice géné-
ral publié par 1'EUROSTAT correspond toujours, en évolution, & 1l'indice général
publié par le pays.

Les composantes de cet indice général correspondent 3 des regroupements des in-
dices nationaux agrégés selon une classification harmonisée conforme au SEC
(Systdme Européen des Comptes nationaux). Les évolutions de prix correspondent
pour ces regroupements aux évolutions constatées par les indices nationaux pour
le m&me champ de classification.

Le champ couvert par l'indice général est différent selon les pays, aussi bien
concernant la population concernée (tranche de revenu spécifique, certaines caté-
gories socio-profressionnelles, ou l'ensemble des ménages) que en ce qui concerne
les zones géographiques concernédes (capitale, zones urbaines, ensemble des pays,
etc...) ou encore concernant les concepts de dépense pour les loyers, la santé,
etcesss Enfin, les traitements statistiques concernant les corrections des varia-
tions saisonniéres sont aussi différents selon les pays.

Un systéme de base fixe est utilisé dans certains pays, dans d'autres un systeme
en chafne est mis en oeuvre (pondérations variables). Les années de référence
utilisées au niveau national pour présenter les indices, sont différentes selon
les pays. Pour faciliter la comparaisml'EUROSTAT a choisi 1'année 1975 comme
année commune pour la présentation de ces indices.

Les indices EUR 9 sont obtenus comme moyenne arithmétique des indices nationaux
pondérés par les parts relatives des différents pays en valeurs réelles, telles
qu'elles ont été obtenues pour la consommation finale des ménages et ses composantes
lors de la comparaison en valeurs réelles des agrégats du SEC~1975.



