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At the emd of March 1978, 6.0 million unemployed persons were registered
at public employment offices in the Commnity. This represents 5.7 % of the
oivilian working population, compared with 5.9 % at the end of February 1978.

The rate of decrease in unemployment since January of this year has been
slower than that observed in 1977 (- 4.2 % between January and March 1978
compared with - 6.2 % between January and March 1977). Moreover, the data
corrected for seasonality indicate a slight increase in unemployment in
the Community.

Seagonal reduction in unemployment is most pronounced in the case of men 3
by reference to February 1978, the number of unemployed men in the Community
declined by 4.6 % while for unemployed women the reduction was 2,0 %.

Again for end-March 1978, unemployment in the Community attained a level
above that for the same period of the previous year s for both sexes
combined, the nate of unemployment at present 5.7 %, was 5.3 % at the end
of March 197%. A year ago 4.9 % of the male working population were
unemployed compared with 5.3 % at the end of March 1978 j of the female
working population, the percentage unemployed rose during the same period
from 5.9 % to 6.5 %. :

These trends were observed in all Member countries with the exceptiion of
the Federal Republic of (ermany and the Netherlands where the rates of
unemployment remained practically unchanged by reference to their 1977 levels.

This statistical telegram is circulated regularly about the 20th of each month by EUROSTAT in conjunction with
the Directorate General ‘Employment and Social Affairs’.
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8R NEDER- [BELGIQUE| LUXEM-| UNITED
DELL{T'ESH FRANCE| ITALIA LAND | BELGIE | BOURG K'”SC:HIRELANDDANHARK EUR 9
1. Registered unsmployad (a) (a)
a) in thousands
November 1977 T {1 004,3]1 179,41 469,7| 210,57] 340,0| 1,182 1 499,1{ 105,0 157,3 5 967}
December 1977 T {1 090,7 % 1.494,3| 219,4"| 334,2} 1,291 |1 480,8] 109,8| 167,6( 6 047,
January 1978 T |1 213,5(1 126,%1 554,6] 224,8 334,6] 1,397 |1 548,5] 111,1| 191,0| 6 306
February 1978 T {1 224,1|1 108,2{1 571,4] 219,0 | 324,7| 1,328 |1 508,7| 110,5| 193,0 6 261:
M| 687,7| 528,4% 948,31 156,3 | 133,4| 0,853 |1 089,6] 88,5] 116,8] 3 150,
F 536,4| 579,8% 622, 62,7 191,3] 0,475 419,1 22,0 76,2 2 511
March 1978 T {1 099,0[1 088,4{1 573,4] 203,0 | 316,0{ 1,271 |1 461,0 109,5| 187,5| 6 039p
M| 584,7] 521,04 940, 142,5 | 127,1] 0,813 |1 058,4] 87,3 114,3] 3 577
F| s514,3| 567,4¢ 63,7 60,5 | 188,9] 0,458 | 402,6| 22,2| 173,2| 2 462p
March 1977 T [1 084,2[1 020,6]1 305,7] 204,9 219,9| 0,674 |1 383,8f 114,0] 148,0| 5 542r
M| 569,6| 480,1| 802,8] 151,6 | 112,4| 0,413 |1 028,5 91,5 91,8{ 3 320r
F | 54,6 540,5| 502,9] 53,3 | 167,5] 0,261 | 355,3] 22,5 56,2| 2 213r
b) % change on
~ pravious month T[-1,2]- 1,81+ 0,1 (= T3~ 2,7 |- 43 |- 3,2 [~- 0,9 |~ 2,8 |- 3,5
M (=150 |- 1,4 |- 0,8 [~ 8,8 |~ 4,71~ 47 |~ 2,9 |- 1,4 |- 241 |~ 4,6
Fl= 4,1 |-~ 2,1 |+ 1,6 |~ 3,5 |- 1,3 |- 3'6 - 39|+ 0,9 |~ 3,9 |- 2,0
— corresponding month T [+ },4 [+10,4%[+ 20,5 |~ 0,9 |+ 12,9 1+ 88,6 [+ 5,6 |~ 3,9 |+ 26,7 |+ 9,7*
of pravious year M|+ 2,7 |+ 12,2%|+ 17,2 |~ 6,0 |+ 13,1 [+ 96,9 |+ 2,9 |~ 4,6 |+ 24,5 |+ B,0¢
Fl- 0,1 [+ 8,8%|4 25,8 [+ 13,5 |+ 12,8 |+ 75,5 [+ 13,3 |- 1,3 [+ 3042 [+ 12,2#
Il. Registered unemployed as %
of civilian working population
Fovenber 1977 T 39| 54| 75| 445 86| o8| 58| 93| 63| 5,70
Deocember 1977 T 4,3 5,2 7y6 4'6!‘ 8'5 0,9 5,8 91 6'7 517,.
January 1978 T 4,7 5,2 749 447 8,5 0,49 6,0 9,8 146 6,0
February 1978 T 48| 52| 8,0 46| 82| 09| 59| 98| 7,7 59
) M| 43| 39| 68 asx| 53| oe] &9 | 10,9 81| 5,6
F 545 2| 10,9 4,9% 13,6 1% 4,3 T0%f 7,3 6,6
Maroh 1978 T| 43| 50| 80° 43| 80| 09| 57| 97| T5| 57
M| 3,7 39| 677 438 50| o8 67| w0.7¢ T7,9| 53°
Fl 53| 68| 1107 4,8¢ 13,4 1% 43| 7,06/ 7,0] 6,5
Yarch 1977 T 42| 470 66 437 11| 05| 54| 01| 59| 53
Ml 36| 36| 587 ae| 4| oja|l &5 | 33| 63| 49T
F 543 6,4 8,87 4,2¢| 11,9 0,6# 3,6 7,1 5,4 5,97
iil. Unemployed under 26 years
as % of all registered unemployed
February 1978 T ' 36,4 ] 39,2 3,4 48,9 s s s []
March 1978 T ' 35,6 | 38,7 36,4 47,0} ' ] :
¥arch 1977 T s 39,9 | ¢ 36,9 | 35,6 s ' t ' '
V. Vacancies (000's)
unfilled at end of month
February 1978 T| 223,71 82,9 50,3 3,2 0,2 | 172,1 1,3 '
¥arch 1978 T{ 247,5| 87,6 53,1 3,0 0,2 | 186,1 1,4 '
March 1977 T| 244,1] 104,9{ 45,4 3,4 0,2 | 144,3 1,5 1,7 $
(a) Ohanges in arrangements and ad~
ministrative procedures for the
recording and counting of reg-
istered unemployment as from
January,1978. Changes by refer-|
ence to the previous year are
oaloulated on the basis of
comparable estimates,
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REGISTERED UNEMPLOYMENT IN THE COMMUNITY

Annual averages 1974~1977

BR. L
NEDER: BELGIQUE| LUXEM- | UNITED
DE%%:H FRANCE| ITALIA | (" TBELGIE | BOURG KinGDOM' RELANDIDANMARK EUR-9
I. Registered uncmployed (000's)
1. Total 1074 | s82,50 497,7 97,2|. 134,9] 122,10 o0,0%8| 614,0] 70,4] 47,9] 2 o070
1275 11 074,2| 833,7}1 106,72 195,3 207,8] 0,265 977,6| 93,7 121,7} 4 c14
127¢ 1 060,3] 933,5|1 181,71 210,09 266,6] o0,457{1 360,0| 110,5| 122,0] 5 242
1977 |1 020,0{1 O71,E[1 277,8]r 206,9| 307,6] 0,821|1 483,6] 109,0] 147,0[r 5 739
2. Males 1271_1 324,71 224,6] 628,51 106,71 38,0 0,023} 13,6 57,2} 35,6] 1 960
1975 | s622,6] 427,5| 700,3} 153,0] -39,1f 0,172} 777,1] 79,4] 83,4] 2 240
1976 566,51 443,5| 741,0f 152,&] 114,71 o0,230{1 022,3] 89,4 17,1 2212
1977 | s17,5{ ‘499, 839,9|r 145,51 124,6] 0,424|1 069,2] 87,2 &4,9]r 3 369
3. Femles 1974 | 267,8] 263,1] 353,6] 28,2| 66,1 0,035 101,3] 13,2] 12,3 110
1975 451,61 412,2| 406,6 42,3] 108,71 0,062 200,5 19,3 26,31 1 674
1976 | 493,8| 490,0{ 440,7 %1,1 151,80 a7l 37,7 21,1 44,0 2030
1977 | s12,5( 572,71 537,%|r 61,00 183,00 0,327 <414,4] 22,8 62,1 r 2 36§
[I. Females as % of all
registered unemployed
1974 44,3 52,9 16,0 20,9 53,3 61,4 16,5 18,8 25,1 35,9
1975 42,01 49,11 36,71 22,71 52, 35,9 20,5 19,6 29,31 35,3
1976 46,61 52,5\ 37,2] 24,21 57,9 28, 24,8] 19,1} 37,2 28,7
1977 49.8 53,4 39|° r 29'5 59)5 391 27|9 20.0' 42’2 T 41’3
[II, Unemployment rates
Total registered unemployed
leas % of working 1974 2,2 2,3 5,2 2,9 3,2 0,0 2,4 €,3 2,0 2,9
population - 1975 4,2 3,3 507 4,1 5,3 0,2 3,8 3,8 4,6 4,4
' 1976 41| 43 5,01 4,4 6,61 0,3 5031 98] 4,7 5,0
19711 4,0 4,2 710 r o4,) 7t° . 096 5.8 997 5v9 r 514
2. mles as % of m:.*le 1976 2,0 1,7 4,6 3,1% 2,1 0,0% 33 7,0 2,5 2,9
working population 1975 3,9 3,2 5,0 4,4 3,2 0,2 4,9 9,7 6,0 4,4
1976 3,6 3,3 5,3 4,5% 4,5 0,3 6,41 10,2¢f 5,2 4,8
1977 33 3,7 6,0 Ir 4,2+ 4,9 0,5 6,7 10,7+ 6,0}r 5,0
3. females as % of female 1974 2,1 3,2 6,6 2,3% 4,9 0,1. 1,1 4,3% 1,2 2,9
working population 19’]? 4,6 5,0 7.3 3,3 7,9 0,2 2,1 6,2% 3,5 4,5
, 1916 5,1 5,8 1,1 4,0¢} 10,8 0,4 343 6,8¢ 4,3 54
1977 5,2 6,8 9,4 |r 4,84 12,0 0,64 4,2 6,9 5,97 6,3

(r) Nederland s Persons seeking work for 25 hours or more a week (see page 6)
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TECENICAL HOTE CONCERNING FIOURES OF REGISTERED UNEMPLOYMENT AND VACANCIES

This Statistical Telegram is based on national data on numbers of persons registered at public
employment offices. The information is obtained by regular transmigsion to the Statietical Office of the
European Communities. The definitions have been standardized in a number of respeots but complets oomparability
ia no¥ possible; national legislation and administrative praotices are tco different. The statistios are
therefore useful mainly for studies of trends. Similarly the bases of caloulation of the percentages of
registered unemployment in the oivilian working population have been standardised in a number of respeotis.

They are thersfore somewhat betder suited for comparison of itrends than are unemployment rates caloulated
nationally on different bases in the various countries. However, it must be emphasixzed that the degree of
gtandardization is insufficient to permit reliable comparison either of absolute levels or of rates of unem—
ploynent; any such analyeis mst be mads with extrems cautien.

For registered unemploymont, the following data have been used

F.R, OF GERMANY s Unemployed according to the definition of the Bundesanstalt fiir Arbeit, namely persons
without job seeking permanent work for at lsast 20 hours a wesk.

FRANCE s As defined by the Ministdre du Traveil and registered at the Agence National pour 1'Emploi »
persons without work available to start work immediately and sasking permansnt employment for
at least 30 hours a wesk,

ITALY s Persons registered in classes I and II on employment exchangs lists provided by the Ministero

del Lavoro e dolla Previdenza Booiale. These comprise unemployed persons who have worked
before as well as young persons under 21 years and other pergons seeking their first job,
inoluding thoge who have finished their legal military ssrvics and are seeking work.

?

Persons under 65 years, as normlly covered by statistios of the Ministarie van Soociale Zaken,
who do not have or no longer have a job, and are seeking work for 25 hours or more a week. °

BELAOIUX s Persons out of work on register at the Office Mational de 1'Emploi, comprising unemployed
persons receiving benefit, other persons seeking work who ars obliged to register and persons
seeking work registered voluntarily. -

LUXENBOURG s Persons without a job between 16 and 65 years meeking full-time work (a$ least 40 hours per

week) provided they are available for an employment and registered at the Adminigiration
de 1'Ezploi.

UNITED KINKODOX s Unemployed persons registered for employment at$ a looal employment office or careers office
on the date of the monthly count who on that day have no job and ars capable of and gvailable
for work ordinarily for more than 30 bours a week, Thése statistics are compiled by Department
of Employment for Great-Britain and Department ef Manpower-Services for Northern Ireland,

TRELARD s Unemployed persons on the Live register capable of work and available for a job comprising
olaimants to Unemployment Benefits, applicants for Unemployment Assistance and certain other
registered persons,

DEXMARK s Unemployed  persons aged from about 16 years seeking work, whether or not they are members of

the trade unions' unemployment imsurance funds, as counted by Danmarks Statistik,

. Aocording to agreements reached in the working party of the Statistical Offioce, the standardized
figures in principle 49 not inolude shorf{~tims work for economic and meteorological reasons, unszployed persons
taking part in vocational training sohemes and persons for whom work has been provided by public initiatives
in order to aveid unemployment. In some oases, this may not be $hs usual national understanding of registered
unesploynent,

Situation at the end of the month means at the last day of the month except for United Kingdom
where they refer to the seocond Thursday of the month, Ireland $o {he last Friday of the month and Denmark to
the Wednesday preceding thd last complete week of the month, All registirations during the month are inoluded
and the totals shown gross, that is, without deduotion of registrations cancelled during the month.

The national dats published are absolute figures without seasonal adjustment. For ocomparison
figures for the corresponding month of the previocus year ars shown. For the ohart, seasonal adjustment has
been done for FPUR-9 according to the EUROSTAT method,

Sixilian worki lation comprises persons in ezploymant and umerployed, exoluding armed forces.
For caloulation of the percen of registerad unemployed in the oivilian working population, national estimates
standardised gooording to OECD definitions have been used. The figures shown ars anmual averags or mid-year
es¥imates of ths latest oommon available year for all counsries (f.s. 1976).

Pigures of unfilled vacamsies_ relate golely to vacanoies notified to publio employment offices and

are not a mesasure of total vadanoies. Employers may be able %0 reoruit workers without necessarily seeking
the assistance of publip employmsnt offices. .

SYMBOLS ARD ABBREVIATIONS
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