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Editorial

On the threshold of its fifth year Eurostat News appears in a somewhat revised form. This
publication plays an important role—to make the activities of the Statistical Office of the
European Communities better known, both inside and outside the European Institutions. It gives
information about future plans, achieverments and the considerable volume of statistics that the
Office is amassing and progressively making available to all users. The some ten thousand
readers who have followed us this far have borne witness to the wide interest in this sort of
general information about the activities of the Statistical Office and its published output.
Eurostat News will strive even more than in the past to keep them up-to-date on the progress
and above all the completion of tasks undertaken by the Statistical Office. We hope the new
graphic presentation will facilitate access to information of this sort.

Eurostat News will maintain a quarterly periodicity without, however, excluding the possibility
of special issues devoted to particular subjects. We shall also endeavour on the one hand to be
as complete as possible in our coverage of the evolution of SOEC’s work and on the other hand
to make this information clear and intelligible to everyone.

To old and new readers, with thanks for the attention they pay to our work, we extend an
invitation to let us have their suggestions and proposals that will help us to accomplish our task
better.

Seminar on statistical enquiries

The Statistical Office of the European Com-
munities hopes that this seminar will be cri-
tical and dynamic in approach and will not
serve purely descriptive, static purposes. The
intention is that contributions and discus-
sions will stimulate thought about the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of the current

A seminar on ‘problems in collection and
quality control of data in socio-economic
enquiries to households’ will shortly be
organized by the Statistical Office of the
European Communities in Luxembourg.

The value of such a meeting lies in the

comparison of methodologies and of experi-
ences in the various countries which may
prove mutually instructive. It appears that
for the purposes of various enquiries the
Community countries have made a certain
effort to mitigate the difficulties encountered
in data collection.

The seminar will therefore be concerned
with two main themes:

— the organization of the data collection
system (corps of enumerators);

— the quality of the information collected.

methods and structures and above all about
the existing merits and shortcomings of the
manner in which the data collection systems
of the national statistical offices are organ-
ized and the methods used for quality con-
trol of the data collected. Consideration will
be given to the results obtained, and also to
the costs involved.

ORGANIZATION OF THE DATA-
COLLECTION SYSTEM

Before considering the collection system it is
proposed, in the interests of a better under-
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standing of its characteristics, to describe the
workload imposed : the number, nature, vol-
ume and duration of the enquiries, and the
distribution of the workload over the year. A
further objective of the seminar will be to
analyse the make-up of the corps of enumer-
ators in the various countries (number of
staff, location, seniority, other occupations,
socio-demographic characteristics, individual
workloads, etc.), obtaining reports on the
present situation and reviewing develop-
ments in the course of the last decade.

Participants will also discuss the technical
and administrative methods employed to
ensure greater efficiency of the enumerators.
Among the subjects which may be consid-
ered are the method of recruitment, training
(both general and specific to each enquiry),
methods of supervision in the field, condi-
tions of service, basis of remuneration of
enumerators.

It is hoped that in the course of the seminar
the various countries will also provide infor-
mation on the organization of the national
statistical offices in respect of sample sur-
veys and on the general methodology em-
ployed for such surveys (sample design and
sampling unit, etc.) as these factors may
explain certain characteristics of the data-col-
lection system.

METHODS EMPLOYED
TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY
OF DATA COLLECTION

Any methods and experiences leading,e.g. to
a modification of the questionnaire, to the
adoption of a specific approach in the train-
ing of enumerators, to a change in the con-
ditions under which data are collected or to
an assessment of quality will be considered
under this heading. It will be interesting to
see the ways in which initial contact has
hitherto been established between the col-
lecting organization and the respondent and
the action taken to assess the effectiveness
of this contact. A comparative study will be
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made in broad outline of the various means
of approaching the respondent (by letter,
telephone, through the press, etc.). Consider-
ation will also have to be given to the prob-
lem of the meeting between the enumerator
and randomly selected respondents: is it
influenced by the zone of enquiry, the time,
the category of the unit?

A further objective of the seminar will be to
study the frequency of each type of non-
response and its effect on the final quality of
the enquiry data. In this context, consider-
ation ought also to be given to the problems
of identification of units selected on a ran-
dom basis. The poor quality of the informa-
tion available and the atypical character of
certain populations (aliens, temporary ac-
commodation, etc.) may lead to a certain
non-response rate whose impact is worthy of
study. In this connection, Eurostat hopes
that the seminar will make it possible to
determine what methods are employed by
enumerators to reduce the number of refu-
sals to cooperate with such enquiries.

QUALITY CONTROL OF DATA

There are differences in the arrangements
for quality control, whether it be carried out
in the field, at the office or by computer.
What are the advantages and disadvantages
of the various methods? In particular, what
importance attaches to quality control carried
out in the field? How are such checks
employed to assess the final quality of an
enquiry? Are the control procedures em-
ployed in the office based on scrutiny of all
returns or on spot checks? How are they
used (for return of information to the enu-
merator, as an indicator of overall quality)?
It is hoped that the seminar will provide
answers to these questions.

In addition, the problem of computerized
editing (corrections for non-response and
incomplete response) will be considered with
reference to the possible implications for the
data-collection system: the aim is to estab-
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lish what use is made of the statistics on the
error messages to check the validity of one
or more questions, the standard of work of
the enumerators, the effectiveness of train-
ing and to assess the overall quality of an
enquiry.

At this point consideration will be given to
the quantitative studies which are normally
carried out on data quality. The participants
will no doubt discuss the use of theoretical
models or more empirical methods to deter-
mine any enumerator bias, to compare dif-
ferent enquiry methods, to assess enquiry
quality, etc.

Participants will of course also give thought
to the future of statistical enquiries: present-
day life-styles are scarcely conducive to the
availability of respondents to take part in
enquiries which, moreover, often involve
increasingly time-consuming questionnaires.
The seminar will no doubt involve a review
of post-war developments in enquiry metho-
dology: have methods really changed?
There is a greater volume of information,
but at what price, in terms both of costs and
quality ?

Eurostat will publish the proceedings and the
conclusions of the seminar.

Energy input-output tables

In view of the need for an improved know-
ledge of energy flows, especially at the con-
sumption level, the Statistical Office of the
European Communities is preparing to draw
up ‘energy input-output tables’ which will
show, not only value flows, but also energy
flows expressed in terms of quantity.

These tables, taking 1975 as the base year,
will provide a model from which it will be
possible to calculate the effect of different
factors on the energy flow.

More specifically, these tables will permit:

— a description of how energy and other
branches are interdependent;

— calculation of the total direct and indirect
energy requirement for production and
final demand (energy ratio joule/moneta-
ry unit);

— calculation of the indirect energy content
of non-energy goods and services which
make up external trade;

— simulation and projection exercises,
which will be particularly valuable for
energy forecasting.

The breakdown of the flows is designed to

show the energy sources and the main ener-
gy-consuming branches.

The result is a matrix of exchanges at inter-
mediate level comprising :

10 branches for energy sources,
25 branches for non-energy goods;
10 branches for services.

The 10 energy branches, whose structure is
the main point of interest in this study, dis-
tinguish the following sources:

hard coal and patent fuel, lignite and
brown coal briquettes, coke, crude oil,
petroleum products, natural gas, elec-
tricity, manufactured gases, steam and
hot water, nuclear fuels.

The 25 branches for non-energy goods were
selected with a view to picking out the main
areas of energy consumption,e.g.:

metals, construction materials, chemicals.
The 10 service branches selected are those
usually employed in the national accounts,

with individual treatment of the branches of
particular relevance to energy, e.g.:

road, air, rail transport,etc.
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In certain columns relating to the sources of
energy, a further breakdown is carried out in
terms of value and quantity with a view to
(1) distinguishing the main refined petro-
leum products, and (2) isolating certain typi-
cal uses of energy such as space heating,
motor fuels, non-energy uses.

Provision of separate data on space heating
will make it possible to treat this energy use
as an exogenous random variable dependent
on climate.

The quantitative data on the energy sources
combine with those in the new type of *fi-
nal energy’ balance-sheet drawn up by the
SOEC to establish a bridge between the
quantitative energy statistics and the value
statistics contained in the national ac-
counts.

The value flows are determined on the basis
of ex-works/ex-customs prices as defined in
the Community input-output tables.

An imports matrix will be calculated as an
additional table to show the flows resulting
from external trade. It is proposed to carry
out harmonized computer processing of the
results so that all the necessary calculations
can be made. A matrix of by-product move-
ments will be drawn up (e.g. for coke-oven
gas and blast-furnace gas) so that the rela-
tionships and resulting constraints can be
correctly treated.

The energy input-output tables will thus
form a consistent whole, making use of data
derived from both the national accounts and
the energy balance-sheets.

The requisite studies have already begun in
the Federal Republic of Germany, France,
[taly, Belgium, the United Kingdom and
Denmark. The work is being carried out by
the national accounts specialists, who will
supply the detailed value tables, in collabora-
tion with energy experts, who will provide
the quantitative energy data and ensure con-
sistency.

Gas prices in the Community

A survey by the Statistical Office of the
European Communities has provided infor-
mation on consumer prices of gas for both
domestic and industrial uses. The results
were published in detail in Gas prices 1976-
78, and are now being updated. The
updated results will be available towards the
end of the year. For the first time, there
were international comparisons of price lev-
els using the new system of purchasing pow-
er parities. The general conclusions of this
survey may be summarized as follows.

PRICES OF GAS FOR
INDUSTRIAL USES

The repercussions of the ‘energy crisis’ were
evident, with appreciable price increases.
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Overall, the median consumer prices of nat-
ural gas doubled in five years (1973-78) in
the Community.

Manufactured gases tended to increase in
price even more than natural gas as they are
derived from petroleum products.

The selling prices for small-scale consumers
(cooking and hot water) increased less sharp-
ly than prices for larger-scale consumers
(heating), often as a result of intervention by
public authorities for social reasons.

The lowest prices were most commonly
found in the Netherlands and the United
Kingdom which have large deposits of natu-
ral gas.

Price degression has decreased everywhere,
i.e. less reduction is being granted in the



NEWS ITEMS

unit price as the volume consumed in-
creases. Thus there is less encouragement to
consume large quantities.

The dispersion of selling-price levels is large
(sometimes differing by a factor of 2) in dif-
ferent areas of the Community. International
price differences have actually increased in
recent years, owing to the different types of
gas used (manufactured gases becoming in-
creasingly more expensive), differences in
tariff systems and non-harmonized taxation
systems.

Taxation is a major factor in the dispersion
of prices to the consumer. The rates of tax
levied on gas vary from 0% to 18% depend-
ing on the country.

If one calculates the trend in gas prices in
‘constant’ value terms, i.e. eliminating the
effects of currency depreciation, one finds
that there were reductions between 1973 and
1978 in certain countries (France, the Ne-
therlands, Belgium and the United King-
dom). In other words, in these countries gas
prices have increased less than the prices of
all goods and services and are thus becom-
ing comparatively lower.

PRICES OF GAS FOR
INDUSTRIAL USES

Selling prices of gas for industrial uses
showed higher increases than prices of gas
for domestic consumption. Between 1973
and 1978, doubling and tripling of prices,
and even higher increases, were standard.

Prices of manufactured gases were roughly
double the prices for natural gas, and as a
result this energy source was used less in the

industrial sector, or was restricted to small-
scale consumption.

The largest industrial consumers experienced
the biggest price increases, with a reduction
in the degression effects of tariff schemes.
The price reduction obtained in the past for
the supply of large quantities is getling
smaller.

Price levels vary considerably depending on
supply conditions and especially the quanti-
ties consumed, with tariff schemes differing
greatly from one country to another. As well
as bringing out these international differ-
ences, Eurostat’s comparisons drew attention
to the low level of prices charged in the
Netherlands and the Grand Duchy of Lux-
embourg.

International price differences grew consider-
ably less between 1973 and 1978, in contrast
with the trend in the domestic consumption
sector. Prices are converging in the Commu-
nity as a whole, especially for very large
consumptions of natural gas.

This reduction in price dispersion refers to
prices exclusive of tax; there are still major
international differences in tax systems (with
taxation rates of between 0 and 18% uas in
the case of domestic consumption) which
sometimes contributes to greater price dis-
persion.

In almost all cases, gas prices increased more
than the prices of goods and services as a
whole in the period from 1973 to 1978.
Thus gas became dearer not only in current
terms but also in constant terms.

It is difficult to draw up summary tables
iltustrating all these conclusions, but the fol-
lowing two histograms show pricc compari-
sons for two standard consumers taken to be
significant for the Community as a whole.
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Planned improvements
in Eurostat publications

The Statistical Office has in hand a series of
improvement plans for its publications pro-
gramme. The objects of the plan are three-
fold: to make statistical publications more
convenient for users and thereby accessible
to a wider readership, to take advantage of
developing technology in the field of infor-
mation and to achieve economies where pos-
sible. Changes of this nature can only be
brought about progressively if they are to be
effective and are not to disrupt the work of
the Office or interfere with budgetary and

other commitments already made. A certain
amount of work has already been done; in
fact, improvements can be said to have
started in 1978. Recently we have increased
the resources of the Office devoted to the
plan and we expect the full results to show
by 1982.

Some idea of the size of the task can be
gained from the number of titles on the
1980 (1) publications programme, as fol-
lows :

Subject Number of titles
General statistics 7
National accounts, finance and balance of payments 10
Social statistics 13
Industry and services statistics 14
Agriculture, forestry and fisheries statistics 15
Foreign trade statistics 8
Miscellaneous 2
Total 69
— of which periodicals 18

The policy which the Office is now pursuing
is founded on the following principles, which
are further described in succeeding para-
graphs:

(a) Formal printed publications can be justif-
ied only by a sufficiently high demand
from outside the Commission.

(b) There is need to make statistical publica-
tions more attractive and convenient for
the user.

10

(c) Experience has shown convincingly that
the greatest external demand for statisti-
cal publications is for those of a general
nature. Maximum effort will therefore be
concentrated on four ‘key’ publications,
which will cover all aspects of Commun-
ity affairs.

(d) Greater use will be made of less formal
means of distributing detailed statistics
than by conventional publications. The
latter will tend to become ‘appetizers’ for

(1) See yellow pages.
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the more detailed data that are available
by other means.

Until now Eurostat publications, nearly all of
which are of a specialized nature, have had
no structure beyond colour-coding on the
covers, which is useful to some users but
meaningless to others—particularly the occa-
sional user or he who is encountering Euro-
stat statistics for the first time. This year we
are implementing a classification based on
themes, i.e. the subjects given in the table
above, which will be displayed in every pub-
lication, together with a full list of the pub-
lications under the theme of the publication
concerned. This should help users to find
complementary information. The principle of
colour-coding of the covers will be main-
tained with some reduction in the number of
colours and the cover designs themselves are
being improved.

The four ‘key' publications, which have
the widest appeal and which the Office
believes will reduce the need for several
other publications, are as follows:

o FEurostatistics — monthly, giving the most
up-to-date short-term statistics in the princi-
pal series. This was introduced in 1978 and
marked the beginning of the ‘new look’ in
Eurostat publications.

o Lurostat Review — annual, giving a 10-
year run of the principal annual statistics,
including the annual values corresponding to
the series covered by *Eurostatistics’. This
will be introduced in 1980.

o Eurostat Yearbook — annual, giving the
principal statistics of structural or cross-sec-
tional nature in a fair degree of detail for the
latest year available. This will be introduced
in 1981.

e Basic Statistics — annual. This is the
existing publication for which there is the
greatest demand. It already gives a concise
account of the field covered by the two pre-
ceding publications. When they are avail-

able, *Basic Statistics’ may be revised and
improved.

e In addition to the foregoing Eurostat
News, which gives an informal account of
the activities of the Office, will continue in
an improved form.

A number of technical developments in
recent years are beginning to have an impact
on the dissemination of information. These
include computer listings, microfiches, mag-
netic tapes (where a vast quantity of data are
to be transmitted) and direct access to data
banks (as through EURONET). We see
these as the best means of distributing high-
ly detailed statistics in the future, leaving
conventional printed publications to furnish
only the principal results which are likely to
be of wide interest. The speed with which
we can move in this direction is limited at
present by our computing resources and by
user acceptance of the technology, but we
are confident that in the next three or four
years there will be substantial growth in
these methods. The acceptance by users of
microfiches in place of voluminous publica-
tions of foreign trade statistics has already
been encouraging.

The rate at which we can introduce or revise
the ‘key’ publications is limited by the
resources we can allocate to what is a major
Office-wide task outside the specialized di-
visions. At the same time we have obliga-
tions, either to committees or working
groups or through existing contracts with
printers, to continue certain of the present
publications for the next year or two. By the
time the ‘key' publications are all available,
probably in 1982, many of these problems
will have disappeared. In the meantime the
improvements in presentation and conve-
nience to users will take effect. Furthermore,
the making available of a catalogue of publi-
cations in 1980 will assist the public in the
search for the most suitable documents to
meet a given need.

11


























































































Salgs- og abonnementskontorer - Vertriebsbiros - Sales Offices
Bureaux de vente - Uffici di vendita - Verkoopkantoren

Belgique - Belgié

Moniteur belge — Belgisch Staatsblad

Rue de Louvain 40-42 —
Leuvensestraat 40-42

1000 Bruxelles — 1000 Brussel
Tél. 5120026

CCP 000-2005502-27
Postrekening 000-2005502-27

Sous-dépdts — Agentschappen:
Librairie européenne — Europese
Boekhandel

Rue de la Loi 244 — Wetstraat 244
1040 Bruxelles — 1040 Brussel

CREDOC
Rue de la Montagne 34 - Bte 11 -

Bergstraat 34 - Bus 11
1000 Bruxelies 1000 Brussel

Danmark

J.H. Schultz - Boghandel

Montergade 19
1116 Kabenhavn K
Tit. (01} 14 11 95
Girokonto 200 1195

Underagentur:

Europa Bager
Gammel Torv 6
Postbox 137

1004 Kebenhavn K
TIf. (01)1562 73

BR Deutschland

Verlag Bundesanzeiger

Breite Strale — Postfach 10 80 06
5000 Kéln 1

Tel. (0221) 2103 48
{Fernschreiber: Anzeiger Bonn

8 882 595}

Postscheckkonto 834 00 Kéln

Andre lande

- Andere Liander -

France

Service de vente en France des publica-
tions des Communautés européennes

Journal officiel
26. rue Desaix

75732 Paris Cedex 15
Tet (1) 578 61 39 — CCP Paris 23-96

Service de documentation
D.EP.P.

Maison de |I'Europe

37, rue des Francs-Bourgeois
75004 Paris

Tél. 887 896 50

Ireland

Government Publications
Sales Office

G.P.O. Arcade

Dublin 1

or by post from

Stationery Office

Dublin 4
Tel. 78 96 44

Italia

Libreria dello Stato

Piazza G. Verdi 10

00198 Roma - Tel. {6) 8508
Telex 62008

CCP 387001

Agenzia
Via XX Settembre

(Palazzo Ministero del tesoro)
00187 Roma

Grand-Duché
de Luxembourg

Office des publications officielles
des C tés europé

5, rue du Commerce

Boite postale 1003 - Luxembourg
Tél. 430081 — CCP 19190-81
Compte courant bancaire:

8IL 8-109/6003/300

Other countries - Autres pays

Nederland

Staatsdrukkerij- en uitgeverijbedriff
Christoffel Plantijnstraat, ‘s-Gravenhage
Postbus 20014

2500EA s'-Gravenhage

Tel. {070) 78 99 11

Postgiro 42 5300

United Kingdom

H.M. Stationery Office

P.O. Box 569

London SE1 9NH

Tel. (01) 928 69 77, ext. 365
National Giro Account 582-1002

United States of America

European Community Information
Service

2100 M Street, N.W.

Suite 707

Washington, D.C. 20 037

Tel. (202) 862 95 00

Schwveiz - Suisse - Svizzera

Librairie Payot

6, rue Grenus
1211 Genéve
Tél. 31 89 50
CCP 12-236 Genéve

Sverige

Librairie C.E. Fritze

2, Fredsgatan
Stockholm 16
Postgiro 193, Bankgiro 73/4015

Espadia

Libreria Mundi-Prensa
Castellé 37

Madrid 1
Tel. 2754655

Altri paesi - Andere landen

Kontoret for De europaeiske Faellesskabers officielle Publikationer . Amt fir amtliche Veroff ingen der EL G i ten - Office for
Oficial Publications of the European Communities - Office des publications officil des C autés s - Ufficio delle pubblicazioni
ufficiali delle Comunitd europee - Bureau voor officié ikaties der € G

Luxembourg 5., rue du Commerce Boite postale 1003 Tél. 490081 - CCP 19 190-81 Compte courant bancaire BIL 8-109/6003/300






	Table of contents
	NEWS ITEMS
	Editorial
	Seminar on statistical enquiries
	Energy input-output tables
	Gas prices in the Community
	Planned improvements in Eurostat publications

	PUBLICATIONS
	General information
	Classification
	Published
	To be published
	Periodicals


