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The National Statistical Service of Greece

A brief history of statistics
in Greece

Six periods can be distinguished in the
development of statistics in Greece.

The first is the period from the liberation of
Greece until 1833. During this period. under
the Cabinet of loannis Kapodistria, there
was established the Bureau of Statistics that
carried out the first population census in
1828. On the basis of this census, the 1821
population of Greece was calculated.

The second period runs from 1833 to 1910.
As characteristic of this period the 1861 pop-
ulation census should be mentioned, based
on scientific methods in contrast to the pre-
ceding censuses that were rather simple enu-
merations, and the 1860 agricultural census,
the first in Greece. Furthermore, during this
period the bases for the collection of vital
statistics (marriages-births-deaths) were es-
tablished, together with statistics on agricul-
ture, manufacturing, external trade, receipts
and expenditure (and the economies in gen-
eral) of the local authorities, justice, elc.

The third period begins in 1910 and ends in
1925. In 1910 there was established the
Ministry of Agriculture, Commerce and In-
dustry, which was split into two in 1911, i.e.
Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of
National Economy (covering the sectors of
commerce and industry). Within the latter a
statistical division, the main agency for stat-
istical information, was set up. In 1920 the
first census of establishments was taken,
simultaneously with the population census.

The fourth period begins in 1925 and
reaches 1940. This period is characterized by
the amalgamation of the statistical services
of the individual ministries with that of the
Ministry of National Economy. Out of this

amalgamation came the General Statistical
Service of Greece, which substantially con-
tributed to the growth of statistics in
Greece.

The fifth period (1940-1953) is a period of
stagnation, even of decline one could say,
because of the war and the events that fol-
lowed.

The last and most important period in the
development of statistics in Greece begins in
1953. It is the period during which the bases
for the organization of a modern statistical
service were established. able to face the
increasing demand for statistics. Thus, in
1956 the National Statistical Service of
Greece (NSSG) was set up.

The role of the NSSG

According 1o the legislation, the NSSG has
been entrusted with the task of the collec-
tion, elaboration, classification and presenta-
tion of all statistical data which are required
for the development of the State guidelines
and for the compilation of programmes of
the State agencies and the public law entities
as well. The system of the statistical organi-
zation in Greece is therefore a centralized
one and this was dictated by the following
factors.

(1) A centralized system seems to be more
efficient since it allows for the establishment
of an integrated statistics policy. to cover the
requirements of the public and private sec-
tors.

(2) The very best use of qualified personnel
(not very large in numbers) is made, by not
dispersing it among many services.
(3) Finally the system allows the Govern-
ment o have a clear idea about the cost of
producing and presenting statistics.



NEWS ITEMS

The structure of the NSSG

The NSSG is an independent civil service
under the supervision of the Minister of
Coordination who is second in rank, after
the Prime Minister, in the Cabinet. The
NSSG is composed of:

(1) the Central Service,

(2) the Statistical Services of the Ministries
and the Public Law Entities,

(3) the Regional Statistical Services (one in
each Department). !

The task of each of these Services is as fol-
lows.

Central Service

(a) The collection and analysis of the basic
and general statistical data of the country,
including censuses.

(b) The collection and analysis of statistical
data of particular interest, either collected
specially or as part of administrative func-
tions. where the collection and elaboration of
which requires the application of mass pro-
duction methods. specialized personnel, use
of machine equipment, etc.

(c) The coordination of statistical activities.
particularly for the compilation and imple-
mentation of a general statistical programme
covering the needs of the country.

Statistical Services of the Ministries
and the Public Law Entities

The collection and analysis of special statisti-
cal data in the field of the Ministry con-
cerned, provided they do not fall within the
official statistics of general interest, in which
case compilation is entrusted to them by
joint decisions of the Minister of Coordina-
tion and the Minister concerned.

1A Department (or Nomos) is an administrative subdiv-
ision of the country. There arc in total 52 Depart-
ments.
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Regional Statistical Services

The collection of statistical data required by
the NSSG. These are executive services act-
ing according to the instructions given to
them by the Central Service and the Statisti-
cal Services, the Ministries and the Public
Law Entities.

At the head of the NSSG is the Director-
General, assisted by a Deputy Director-Gen-
eral. The former has under his direct super-
vision:

(a) the Divisions of:
(i) Programme., Methods and Training,
(i) Data Processing,
(iii) Publications and Information,
(iv) Administration;

(b) the Statistical Services of the Ministries
and the Public Law Entities; and

(c) the Regional Statistical Services.

The latter is responsible for the Service of
Censuses and Surveys, composed of the fol-
lowing Divisions:

(i) Censuses,

(ii) Population,
(iii) Special Surveys,
(iv) Price,

(v) Production,
(vi) Commerce.

The task of each Division of the Central
Service, in summary, is as follows:

Programme, Methods and

Training Division .

The compilation of statistical programmes
covering the needs of the public and private,
sectors, the coordination of all agencies deal-
ing with the compilation of statistics, the
design of surveys, the approval of standards
(questionnaires, instructions, tables, etc.), the
compilation and revision of classiiications
and finally the training of the personnel.
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Data Procassing Division

This Division is responsible for the initial
computer planning, of all work and the
mechanical processing of all data collected
by the NSSG.

Publications and Information Division

This Division is responsible for the prepara-
tion of the Monrhly Statistical Bulletin, of the

Statistical Yearbook and of any publication of

a general interest, the printing of all publica-
tions, forms, etc. together with the provision
of statistical data to the various agencies,
enterprises and individuals (in Greece or
abroad).

A statistical library, which is also open to
the public, exists in this Division.

Administration Division

This Division is responsible for all matters
concerning the personnel, the budget and
the supplies and materials required for the
functioning of the NSSG.

Censuses Division

This Division is responsible for organizing
and taking censuses (population, housing,
agriculture, establishments and enterprises)
and for elaborating their results. This Divi-
sion is also responsible for compiling and
updating the various registers and frames
necessary for conducting censuses and sur-
veys (register of manufacturing and/or com-
mercial establishments, maps, etc.).

Population Division

This Division is responsible for analysing
and presenting the population census results,
for making estimates of the size and compo-
sition of the population, for compiling life-
tables and for collecting and elaborating data
on births, deaths, marriages, divorces (vital
statistics) and on travel and migratory move-
ment as well.

Special Surveys Division

This Division, is responsible for organizing,
conducting and presenting the results of
household expenditure surveys, of current
labour force surveys, and of any special sur-
vey (having the household or the individual
as a reporting unit).

Prices Division

This Division is responsible for the construc-
tion of price indices, namely: consumer,
wholesale, construction and agricultural (in-
dices of prices paid and received by farm-
ers).

Production Division

This Division is responsible for organizing,
conducting and presenting the results of
annual surveys on mines, quarries and sal-
terns, manufacturing, electricity and gas
(data on production, consumption, stocks,
cosls. investments, etc.).

This Division is also responsible for the con-
struction of the industrial production in-
dices.

Commerce Division

This Division is responsible for collecting,
elaborating and analysing foreign trade data
(imports-exports), for organizing and con-
ducting current or periodic surveys ol the
economic characteristics (turnover, labour re-
muneration. value-added. ctc.) of the distri-
butive trade and services cstablishments.
Moreover. this Division is responsiblc for
the construction of foreign trade indices
(unit value index, quantum index, and terms
of trade) and of the retail sales value index
as well.

Statistical Services by the Ministries
and Public Law Entities

The task of the Statistical Services establish-
ed by each Ministry is either determined by

5
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the Organizational Law (for those organized
at a Division level) or by a joint decision of
the Minister of Coordination and the Minis-
ter concerned. The Services organized at a
Division level are those established by the
Ministries of National Education and Cul-
ture, Finance, Agriculture, Labour, Social
Services and Communications.

The work programme of the Statistical Ser-
vices of the Ministries covers the statistical
requirements both of the NSSG and of the
Ministry concerned, for the formulation of
long-term and short-term programmes of the
latter.

The coordination of the
statistical activities

As has been already mentioned, the NSSG
has been entrusted with the responsibility of
collecting and presenting all statistical data
required by the country. It is obvious, how-
ever, that a single service, no matter how
well organized and functioning, can never
completely cover the demand for statistics,
which is increasing rapidly. In practice. it is
possible. though not frequent, that other civ-
il services carry out statistical activities, in
cases where the NSSG can not satisfy their
demands, provided they obtain the approval
of the NSSG as regards the basic standards
to be used. No statistical activity can be
undertaken without this approval being accord-
ed first.

In this way coordination of the statistical
activities is ensured, and duplication and
overlapping are avoided.

Of the various State services and organiza-
tions dealing with statistical activities, spe-
cial reference should be made to the Nation-
al Accounts Service of the Ministry of Coor-
dination and the Bank of Greece.

National Accounts Service

This service belongs to the Ministry of Coor-
dination and is responsible for the compila-

tion of various accounts (at national level,
on annual and quarterly bases) such as, gross
production value and value-added (by indus-
try branch), private consumption, invest-
ment, money and credit flows, etc. In addi-
tion this Service constructs the input-output
tables for the Greek economy.

Close cooperation is maintained between the
National Accounts Service and the NSSG
since the former is one of the principal users
of statistics produced by the latter.

Bank of Greece

This is the Central Bank responsible for the
compilation of monetary and credit and bal-
ance of payments statistics. Earlier the Bank
of Greece also compiled the cost of living
index, which was discontinued when the
National Statistical Service of Greece began
to compile the Consumer Price Index.

Publications — Information

A vast publication programme is undertak-
en. The statistical publications can be
grouped into two main categories, namely:

General and special publications, further
subdivided into monthly, quarterly, annual
or ad hoc issues.

A price list of statistical publications is avail-
able (also in English) where one can find the
titles of all publications, the language used
(Greek only, bilingual (Greek-English,
Greek-French), English only) and the price
at which each can be bought. Publications
can be mailed to anybody interested in
obtaining them, after advance payment (mail
or bank cheque to the order of the National
Statistical Service of Greece).

Many more statistical data are not published,
however being available on request. Thus, a
lot of information is being forwarded in var-
ious forms to statistics users asking for them
(in Greece and abroad).
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Future perspectives

The rapid growth of the demand for statis-
tics has created new conditions, which might
lead to alterations in the orientation of the
role of the NSSG. In the near future one
should expect:

(1) A considerable expansion of the activi-
ties of the NSSG, either towards covering
new fields or providing more analytical
data.

(2) A wider use of statistical standards and

classifications (of industries. occupations,
commodilies, regions, etc.) by other govern-
ment and quasigovernmental departments.
so that data derived from their administra-
tive functions be used for statistical purposes
as well.

(3) Improved links between the NSSG and
industries, business, etc., to facilitate data
collection.

(4) Strengthening of the coordinating func-
tions of the NSSG and of its strategic role
within the whole system of administration.

The CRONOS-Eurostat data bank
now accessible via EURONET /DIANE

In the last issue of Eurostat News, mention
was made of Community statistics being
made accessible via EURONET, the Euro-
pean telecommunications network. Since
then the project has become operational.
From now on it will be possible to consult
Eurostat statistical on-line in all countries
covered by the Eurostat network (i.e. Mem-
ber States and Switzerland).

CRONOS, a data-bank management system,
is utilized for compiling, editing and process-
ing Eurostat statistics in time series. The
resulting CRONOS-Eurostat data bank is
transmitted to one or more servers (in other
words, service companies with computers
connected to the EURONET network).
These servers can link the CRONOS-Euro-
stat bank to their equipment and then access
and process (calculations, tables, graphs,
models, etc.) Community statistics if they
have a terminal which can be connected to
EURONET. We will now look at a list of
these domains, giving a brief description of
each and grouping them by the subject
headings used for classifying Eurostat publi-
cations.

GENERAL STATISTICS

General economic information (ICG)

The purpose of the domain is to provide
general statistical data on short-term eco-
nomic trends in the European Community.
It also contains series for the United States
and Japan. The data cover the main statisti-
cal sectors. viz. population and employment,
industry, agriculture, domestic trade, ser-
vices, transport, external trade, prices, [i-
nance. balance of payments and national
accounts (a number of reference aggre-
gates).

Macro-economic indicators
of the developing countries (ZPUD)

The data cover the principle statistical sec-
tors, viz.: demography and economic social
indicators, geography, food policy, national
accounts, transport, external trade, financial
flows and debts, prices finance, and indus-
trial and agricultural production.
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NATIONAL ACCOUNTS, FINANCE
AND BALANCE OF PAYMENTS

National accounts — aggregates (ZCNI)

This domain contains series dating back to
1960, for the main ESA aggregates, ex-
pressed in national currencies, EUA and
purchasing power standards.

National accounts, in transactions
in goods and services of the ESA
(ZCN2)

It contains annual series going back to 1970
which relate to the principle transactions in
goods and services., broken down into
branches, products or functions. The data
are compiled under the European system of
integrated economic accounts (ESA).

Accounts for the institutional
sectors (AMPI)

This domain contains accounts for sectors,
for the rest of the world, and simplified
accounts for each country drawn up accord-
ing to the ESA outline.

Financial accounts (FINA)

It contains annual series from 1970 onwards
on the flow of funds in the economies of the
Member States.

Loans and borrowings in some 16 sectors of
the ESA (European System of Integrated
Economic Accounts) are subdivided into 30
types of financial transaction, which are also
classified in accordance with the harmonized
ESA system.

Balance of payments (ZBPl)

This domain contains annual series on the
balance of payments of the European Com-
munity countries, the United States and
Japan. It goes back to 1960 and is broken
down geographically. '
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INDUSTRY AND SERVICES

Annual survey of industry (INDE)

The series are annual, and cover 18 econom-
ic variables (turnover, production value, ad-
ded-value, etc.) for 117 NACE headings and
for the nine Member States. The data are
broken down by main activity or units of
economic activity, and cover undertakings
employving more than 20 persons.

Base for sectoral information (BISE)

The series, both annual and quarterly, cover
production by quantity and supplementary
quantity in the following fields: textiles, syn-
thetic fibres, clothing, footwear and paper
(i.e. some 140 products). This domain also
contains the series on external trade by
quantities, supplementary quantities and
EUA for the same products, and series on
external trade as defined by NACE-CLIO
and expressed in EUA.

Energy statistics (ZEN1)

This domain contains annual series on ener-
gy balances going back to 1960, and month-
ly series relating to energy production and
production conditions.

Iron and steel statistics (SIDR)

This domain contains the following series:

— production of pig-iron, crude steel, fin-
ished rolled products and special steels;

— production statistics for independent steel
foundries.

Also available are statistics on external trade
in ECSC products, employment in the iron
and steel industry, consumption of basic
materials, deliveries and consumption of iron
and steel products.
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AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY
AND FISHERIES

Agricultural products (ZPAI)

This domain comprises three sets of series,

VIZ.:

(1) Livestock numbers and production of
“milk, eggs and meat’, going back to
1964.

(2) The supply balances for livestock pro-
ducts go back to 1960 and those for
vegetable products go back to 1973. Data
going back to 1960 are being inserted.

(3) The statistics of vegetable product pro-
duction including area. The data goes
back to 1973.

Regional statistics (ZRG1)

The domain contains series relating to the
agricultural activity Level I and Level 1
regions of the Community and the financial
aid received by these regions.

Agricultural prices and accounts (PACO)

The series contain the agricultural economic
accounts, and also the prices for products
and means of production in agriculture.

As regards the accounts, the (annual) series
cover the period 1967-77. These series relate
to the aggregates and products used in the
agricultural accounts. The data are expressed
in national currencies and EUA for each of
the member countries, and in EUA onlyv for
the Community.

The series on selling prices for agricultural
products and purchase prices for means of
production, annual and monthly, go back to
1969. They are expressed in national curren-
cies and EUA.

Fishery statistics {FISH)

This domain comprises three sectors:
(1) Annual catches by fishing area,
(2) Monthly catches on guantities landed,

(3) Data on the number and total tonnage of
fishing vessels and number of fisher-
men.

EXTERNAL TRADE

Index of international trade
relations (FRIC)

The series in this domain relate to trade in

the Communrity and member countries and

are subdivided into three sectors:

(1) Monthly trade in all products, broken
down by trading partners;

(2) Monthly trade broken down by SITC rev.
2 (three-digit) groups with two groupings
of trading partners {(other Community
countries and third countrics):

(3) Quarterly trade broken down by SITC
rev. 2 (one-digit) groups and trading
partners:

It also contains series of overall indices of
external trade. These serics are compiled on
the basis of Nimexe data.

Imports to the EEC {QUIC)

This domain contains quarterly serics relat-
ing to imports into the Community for
approximately 250 basic materials (according
to the Nimexe nomenclature).

The Stabex products arc included amongst
these. Data are expressed in quantities and
non-cumulative values. Only partners with
whom trade is worth at lcast 1 000 EUA arc
included and for a given product countrics
are sclected where they account for a signil-
icant percentage of trade with the Commun-
ity (80 10 90%).

Nimexe statistics:
Main agricultural products (SNAG)

It contains monthly scrics going back to Jan-
uary 1977 on cxports {from Member States
and the Community to certain third coun-
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