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Dialogue of the EU institutions with religious and
non-confessional organisations

Every year the European institutions hold dialogue sessions with churches, and with non-confessional
and philosophical organisations. Based on Article 17 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European
Unien (TFEU) the dialogue focuses on issues on the European agenda.

From 'A Soul for Europe’ initiative to the Article 17 dialogue sessions

In 1994, Jacques Delors, then European Commission President, identifying a need for European integration to
go beyond a purely economic and legal dimension, established the first formal links of the EU institutions with
religious communities under the initiative 'A Soul for Europe'. Structured dialogue with representatives of
religions and humanist organisations began, with the aim of contributing to the spiritual and ethical
perspectives of the EU, and promating civil society participation in the integration process. A Reflection Group
on the Spiritual and Cultural Dimension of Europe was established in 2003 to reflect upon issues relating to
values relevant for European unification. It fed into the work of the Convention which drafted the EU
Constitutional Treaty, which in turn set the ground for the eventual adoption and entry into force (in 2009) of
the Treaty of Lisbon.

With Lisbon, Article 17 TFEU introduced, for the first time, a legal basis for regular, open and transparent
dialogue between the EU institutions and churches, religious associations, and philosophical and non-
confessional organisations. Article 17 also states that the EU shall respect the status of churches, religious
organisations, and philosophical and non-confessional organisations, under national law in the Member States.

Dialogue partners

The EU institutions organise Article 17 TFEU dialogue sessions with representatives of religious organisations,
notably COMECE (the EU Catholic bishops' conference), the Council of European Churches (CEC — including
Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox and Old Catholic churches), Muslim communities, the European Jewish
Congress and also Hindu, Sikh and Mormon associations. Philosophical and non-confessional organisations
participating in the dialogue include Humanist organisations based on the Belgian model, which insist on the
secular neutrality of the public sphere, Freemasons, and free thought, ethical or adogmatic organisations.

EU guidelines: freedom of religion, freedom from religion

In 2013 the Commission published dial implementation guidelines stipulating that dialogue topics are to
be related to the EU agenda and agreed on by both parties, that participating organisations must be recognised
or registered at national level and adhere to European values. Participating churches or associations are also
encouraged to register with the European Transparency Register. That same year, the Council adopted
guidelines on the promotion and protection of freedom of religion or belief in EU external relations

The implementation of Article 17 TFEU in the European Parliament {EP) is under the responsibility of one of its Vice-
Presidents, currently Antonio Tajani (EPF, Italy). During the current parliamentary term, Article 17 dialogue sessions
have focused on religious radicalism and fundamentalism (in March 2015), on how education contributes to tackling
radicalisation (Movember 2015), and on the role of women in countering radicalisation (April 2016).

The EP |ntergroug on Freedom of Religion or Belief and Religious Tolerance, set up in 2014, aims at ensuring that
the EU promotes and defends these freedoms in its external relations. It publishes yearly reports on the freedom
of religion or belief all over the world, highlighting discrimination against religious minarities, amang others against
Jews, Christians and atheists.



http://fra.europa.eu/en
http://fra.europa.eu/en
http://eeas.europa.eu/vatican/index_en.htm
http://eeas.europa.eu/vatican/index_en.htm
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/un-rome/2355/the-vatican-city-and-the-holy-see_en
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/un-rome/2355/the-vatican-city-and-the-holy-see_en
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/fundamental-rights/dialogue/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/fundamental-rights/dialogue/index_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/589769/EPRS_ATA(2016)589769_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/589769/EPRS_ATA(2016)589769_EN.pdf
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http://www.osce.org/odihr/tolerance
http://www.osce.org/odihr/tolerance
http://www.coe.int/en/web/compass/religion-and-belief
http://www.coe.int/en/web/compass/religion-and-belief
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http://www.comece.eu/site/en/home
http://www.comece.eu/site/en/home
http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/holy-see
http://www.coe.int/en/web/portal/holy-see
http://www.ccee.eu/
http://www.ccee.eu/
http://www.vicariatusurbis.org/?page_id=188&ID=8456
http://www.vicariatusurbis.org/?page_id=188&ID=8456
http://www.vicariatusurbis.org/?page_id=188&ID=8456
http://www.vicariatusurbis.org/?page_id=188&ID=8456
http://www.ceceurope.org/
http://www.ceceurope.org/
http://www.ccme.be/
http://www.ccme.be/
http://www.eprid.eu/members/european-union-office-of-the-church-of-jesus-christ-of-latter-day-saints/
http://www.eprid.eu/members/european-union-office-of-the-church-of-jesus-christ-of-latter-day-saints/
http://ec.europa.eu/transparencyregister/public/consultation/displaylobbyist.do?id=959216620304-34
http://ec.europa.eu/transparencyregister/public/consultation/displaylobbyist.do?id=959216620304-34
http://www.salvationarmy.org/ihq/europe
http://www.salvationarmy.org/ihq/europe
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http://www.qcea.org/
http://www.qcea.org/
http://churchofcypruseu.com/
http://churchofcypruseu.com/
http://www.cerkva.info/
http://www.cerkva.info/
http://www.regue.eu/en/
http://www.regue.eu/en/
http://www.orthodoxero.eu/pages/home.php?lang=EN
http://www.orthodoxero.eu/pages/home.php?lang=EN
http://www.scientology-europe.org/
http://www.scientology-europe.org/
http://rabbiscer.org/
http://rabbiscer.org/
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http://jesc.eu/
http://jesc.eu/
http://www.santegidio.org/index.php?&idLng=1064
http://www.santegidio.org/index.php?&idLng=1064
http://www.caritas-europa.org/
http://www.caritas-europa.org/
http://www.eurodiaconia.org/
http://www.eurodiaconia.org/
http://www.resurrection.be/
http://www.resurrection.be/
http://www.ekd.de/bevollmaechtigter/bruessel.html
http://www.ekd.de/bevollmaechtigter/bruessel.html
http://www.ekumeniskaeukontoret.se/
http://www.ekumeniskaeukontoret.se/
http://www.forumbrussels.org/
http://www.forumbrussels.org/
http://www.cpdh.org/
http://www.cpdh.org/
http://www.hospitality-europe.eu/en/homepage
http://www.hospitality-europe.eu/en/homepage
http://www.acn-intl.org/pg/home.html?p=EN,,,1.2,,,
http://www.acn-intl.org/pg/home.html?p=EN,,,1.2,,,
http://www.europeanea.org/
http://www.europeanea.org/
http://www.ufme.be/home-eng/
http://www.ufme.be/home-eng/
http://www.migrantes.it/
http://www.migrantes.it/
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https://www.bic.org/
https://www.bic.org/
http://www.eurojewcong.org/
http://www.eurojewcong.org/
http://www.decere.eu/
http://www.decere.eu/
http://www.ejassociation.eu/
http://www.ejassociation.eu/
http://www.eml.fm/
http://www.eml.fm/
http://www.alevinet.org/
http://www.alevinet.org/
http://ejcc.eu/
http://ejcc.eu/
http://www.bnaibritheurope.org/bbeurope/
http://www.bnaibritheurope.org/bbeurope/
http://europeanbuddhism.org/
http://europeanbuddhism.org/
http://hinduforum.eu/
http://hinduforum.eu/
http://www.ceji.org/
http://www.ceji.org/
http://fecris.org/
http://fecris.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/policy_advisers/archives/activities/dialogue_religions_humanisms/muslim_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/policy_advisers/archives/activities/dialogue_religions_humanisms/muslim_en.htm
http://humanistfederation.eu/
http://humanistfederation.eu/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_Forum_of_Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_Forum_of_Europe
http://ec.europa.eu/transparencyregister/public/consultation/reportControllerPager.do?action=search&categories=44&
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_the_European_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion_in_the_European_Union
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_341_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_341_en.pdf
file:///C:/Users/TEMP.X40167EAE2EC3.003/Downloads/ebs_437_en.pdf
file:///C:/Users/TEMP.X40167EAE2EC3.003/Downloads/ebs_437_en.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/briefing-paper-1-religion-or-belief.pdf
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/briefing-paper-1-religion-or-belief.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/events/colloquium-fundamental-rights-2015/files/factsheets/eb-discrimination_factsheet_religion_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/justice/events/colloquium-fundamental-rights-2015/files/factsheets/eb-discrimination_factsheet_religion_en.pdf

Religion in Europe

Reports and Guidelines from European and Non-European Institutions

European Commission —
Report on the application

COUNCIL OF EUROPE Compilation of Council of Europe
| [ of the EU Charter of standards relating to the principle of
' fgiﬂ‘;éh}l Fundamental Rights — thought, conscience and religion and
b 2015 (Freedom of Religion CONSELDE LEuRoRe
pag.79)

link to other human rights

Council of Europe —

b , q , U.S. Department of State — Annual
Couricll 6f the romotl'or'l an proteFtlon Report on International religious
European Union of rel|g|0n and belief freedom
ECHR — Religious symbols i
EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS and cIothing ,;/’;';‘:_.: s
COUR EUROPEENNE DES DROITS DE L'HOMME /f;’::::: SETA — European Islamophobia Report
{90000 0®
1100000 ©® E I [\ 2015-
1000000
clRfE ECHR — Freedom of

EUROPEAN COURT OF HUMAN RIGHTS
COUR EUROPEENNE DES DROITS DE L'HOMME

religion

Religion and the EU. © Bruno Conte, Cardiff EDC, September 2016



https://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1215796&SI=974987&SS=D&PN=2&CI=0&PS=25&FT=B&searchTerm=
https://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1215796&SI=974987&SS=D&PN=2&CI=0&PS=25&FT=B&searchTerm=
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/fiji/press_corner/all_news/news/2013/eu_guidelines_on_the_promotion_and_protection_of_freedom_of_religion_or_belief_(june_24_2013_fac).pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/fiji/press_corner/all_news/news/2013/eu_guidelines_on_the_promotion_and_protection_of_freedom_of_religion_or_belief_(june_24_2013_fac).pdf
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/FS_Religious_Symbols_ENG.pdf
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/FS_Religious_Symbols_ENG.pdf
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/FS_Freedom_religion_ENG.pdf
http://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/FS_Freedom_religion_ENG.pdf
http://www.coe.int/en/web/compass/religion-and-belief
http://www.coe.int/en/web/compass/religion-and-belief
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/
http://www.islamophobiaeurope.com/
http://www.islamophobiaeurope.com/
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https://www.europeansources.info/search.jsp
https://www.europeansources.info/search.jsp
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http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=religion discrimination &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?subject=3.2.f
https://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1151547
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=veil &searchOption=all
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=commission religion &searchOption=all
https://www.europeansources.info/showDoc?ID=1211724

