

































































> CONFERENCES

Product Data Tech-
nology Days 1998
24-26 March, Wat-
ford (UK)

The 1998 European Product
Data Technology Days are
aimed at managers, develop-
ers and users of product data
technology. Organised by the
European Commission (DG IlI)
in collaboration with Quality
Marketing Services, the 1998
conference represents a con-
tinuation of the work of the
Product Data Technology
Advisory Group (PDTAG-AM),
a project supported under the
Esprit programme for IT
research and development.
The overall aim of the confer-
ence is to raise awareness
within industrial and commer-
cial enterprises of the busi-
ness advantages that can be
achieved by adopting and
using modern PDT methods,
and to share experiences on
how measurable benefits can
be realised.

Contact: Quality Marketing
Services

Ti. +44 1252 87 84 82

Fx. +44 1252 87 73 86

E-m: bilm@gmsstep.demon.co.uk
http: //www.cadlab.tu-berlin.
de/~PDTAG

Business Opportu-
nities in Genomic
Research

30 March-1 April,
Turin (Italy)

Organised by the European
Yeast Industry Platform (YIP)
with the support of the EC’s
Biotechnology research pro-
gramme, the conference will
include a showcase for practi-
cal examples and sessions
devoted to specific key issues
in the EU, such as intellectual
property, venture capital and
technology transfer from aca-
demic research.

Contact: Tech-Know Consul-
tants SPRL

TI. +32 237209 92

Fx. +32 2372 09 92

E-m: anne.marie.prieels@
skynet.be
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CONFERENCES AND PUBLICATIONS

Electronic Com-
merce ‘98 - Distrib-
uted Systems for
Electronic Com-
merce

3-5 June, Hamburg
(Germany)

EC’98 will focus on the latest
results and experiences, in
both industrial and academic
system and application soft-
ware development, in distrib-
uted systems for electronic
commerce. The conference is
divided into two streams:

m The Research Forum:
requirements, experiences,
implementation reports and
ongoing development and
research work in the field of
electronic commerce with a dis-
tributed systems background;

m The Industrial Forum: bring-
ing together providers and
users of electronic commerce
systems.

Topics of special interest
range from economic market
models to workflow manage-
ment for electronic markets,
from platforms (WWW,
COBRA, Java, and beyond) to
intelligent agents and multi-
agent systems.

> PUBLICATIONS

B FIFTH ANNUAL
REPORT OF EUROPEAN
SME OBSERVATORY
The fifth Annual Report of the
European SME Observatory
gives an overview of the situ-
ation and prospects of SMEs
in the European Economic
Area and Switzerland, and
concludes that economic
growth is most likely to come
from micro-enterprises with
ten employees or less.

The report comes as the
Community and Member
States are intensifying their
efforts for the implementation
of an integrated and coherent
strategy in favour of employ-
ment. It was prepared by the
European Network for SME
Research, and underlines the
fact that new enterprises -
which are mostly SMEs - are
an important source for the
creation of new jobs. Some
one million new enterprises
are started each year in the
EU, while the average EU

Contact: M. Merz, Hamburg
University

Ti. +49 40 54 94 23 46

Fx. +49 40 54 94 23 28

E-m: merz@informatik.
uni-hamburg.de
http://vsys-www.informatik.
uni-hamburg.de/ec98/

Intelligent Robotic
Systems

21-23 July, Edin-
burgh (UK)

Supported by the Com-
munity’s Training and Mobility
of Researchers (TMR) pro-
gramme, the Sixth Inter-
national Symposium on Intelli-
gent Robotic Systems will
cover all modern approaches
to robotics problems, from 3D
reconstruction to fuzzy and
neural networks.

The organisers are currently
seeking extended abstracts
(four pages) of papers for pre-
sentation at the conference
(deadline: 9 March 1998).
Contact: J. Gordon, Universi-
ty of Edinburgh

TI. +44 131 650 30 94

Fx. +44 131 650 68 99

E-m: judith@dai.ed.ac.uk
http//www.dai.ed.ac.uk/SIRS98/

company provides employ-
ment for six people.
Unfortunately, employment
created by new enterprises
tends to be unstable, with
high failure rates. While only
half of new enterprises survive
for five years, however,
employment appears to grow
in those that do survive. Sur-
vival rates of new enterprises
could be improved by reduc-
ing administrative burdens,
improving conditions for the
transfer of business from one
generation to the next, and
reducing problem of late pay-
ment.

The report finds that micro-
enterprises, those with up to
10 employees, are less bank-
ruptcy prone than larger com-
panies.

Contact: EIM Small Business
Research Consultancy

TI. +31 7934 13 634

Fx. +31 79 34 25 786

Technology Policy
and Innovation

3-5 August, Lisbon
The Second International
Conference on Technology
Policy and Innovation - to run
in parallel to EXP0O’98, the
Lisbon World Exhibition - will
focus on global and regional
technology and innovation
policies for achieving sustain-
able development in the 21st
century.

Emphasis will be placed on
the impact of science and
technology and of wealth cre-
ation on sustainability. In addi-
tion to the plenary sessions,
four workshops will cover
environmental resources man-
agement, urban sustainability,
the management and com-
mercialisation of science and
technology and the role and
future agenda of innovation
centres. The deadline for sub-
mission of abstracts is 14
February 1998.

Contact: Manuel V. Heitor,
Instituto Superior Técnico

Fx. +351 1 849 61 56

E-m: mheitor@temcomb. ist.utl.pt
http: //gep.ist.utl.pt/tech_
innov_conf.html

M VIDEO: INVENTING
TOMORROW

The “Inventing Tomorrow”
video shows the range of activ-
ities covered by Community
research and looks forward to
the future Fifth Research
Framework Programme.

It presents several research
projects supported by the EU,
showing what a typical project
looks like and demonstrating
the value of European cooper-
ation in tackling major scientif-
ic and technological chal-
lenges.

It also addresses the future
priorities of Community
research, putting the Fifth
Framework Programme into
the context of today’'s major
concerns and problems.
Currently available from Eur-
Op Sales Agents (see Note) in
English and French, while a
German version is in prepara-
tion. Journalists, teachers and
other ‘information multipliers’
may receive free copies from
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