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E DITORIAL 

The Single Market is here - a new age has dawned. 

European Union is already moving into a new phase, with the 
focus on three main areas: 

- further internal development: progress towards economic 
and monetary union and the search for political union; 

- inclusion of new Member States; 

- assumption of ever greater external responsibilities as the 
Community is called upon to assist many European and 
non-member countries in their attempt to build sound demo­
cratic structures and move towards a socially balanced 
market economy; cooperation on as broad a basis as possi­
ble with these countries with regard to their development. 

In each of these areas, statistics provide an essential tool for 
the drafting, monitoring and assessment of policies in all sec­
tors of the economy. 

EFTA is pressing for the European Statistical System to cover 
the whole of the European Economic Area. The countries of 
Central and Eastern Europe daily call for our support. 

Developed jointly by Eurostat and the Member States, the In-
trastat system provides the means with which to meet the 
challenge posed by the abolition of internal frontiers. This new 
system for collecting intra-Community trade statistics will pro­
vide the information needed for the sound management of the 
Single Market, without dashing the legitimate expectation that 
the burden on businesses be reduced. 

With the growth in intra-Community and international trade and 
the development of relations with third countries, the changes 
expected will make even greater demands on the professional­
ism of European statisticians as they attempt to meet the 
needs of all our users, both public and private. 

We will endeavour constantly to improve the services we pro­
vide, while at the same time applying all the rules on 
subsidiarity. 

José Antonio Brito da Silva Girão 

Director of statistics on international 
and intra-Community transactions, 

relations with third countries 



Urostei 

N 
Directions and indicators 

EW IMPLICATIONS 
The single market implies a new approach to statistics 

Interview with Mr Yves Franchet 

Now that the single market has 
become a reality, there is a 
more pressing need for enter­
prises to be able to see its out­
lines clearly and assess its 
characteristics accurately. For 
some companies, the advent of 
the Community-wide market is 
accompanied by a more direct 
and active involvement in the 
process of collecting statistical 
data. 

CONTINUITY IN CHANGE 

In what respect will the percep­
tion that enterprises in the sin­
gle market have of statistics 
vary in comparison with the 
situation pre-1993? 

'Enterprises need reliable and re­
cent statistics covering both sec­
tors and products in order to posi­
tion themselves in a market that is 
experiencing a thoroughgoing 
transformation. This is not a new 
need, it is simply that it is all the 
more keenly felt because of the 
uncertainties generated by the sin­
gle market. 

Two scales of reference 

Businesses' approach to statistics 
must in future be, almost instinc­
tively, to continue to consult na­
tional sources while, at the same 
time, turning increasingly to Euro­
stat. Eurostat's statistics on the 
twelve EC Member States - and 
increasingly on the nineteen mem­
bers of the European Economic 
Area (EEA) - have great strategic 
value insofar as they are recent 
and reliable. 

A clearer picture 

By setting our quality objectives at 
a level equal if not superior to the 
best standards applied in all these 
countries, we are making every ef­
fort to improve the picture that eco­
nomic operators have of the com­
ponents of their market, while 
minimizing the disruption which 
the advent of the single market 
may bring to established patterns. 

So far, Eurostat's image has per­
haps not been sufficiently clear to 
enterprises. By making every ef­
fort to respond more effectively to 
their needs in future, especially in 
the field of micro-economic statis­
tics, we will present enterprises 
with a clearer image of our various 
services.' 

THEINTRASTAT 
PHENOMENON 

What are the biggest changes 
that will affect or influence - in 
the short or long term - busi­
ness and other statistics follow­
ing the advent of the single mar­
ket? 

A new approach to business 
statistics 

Developed by Eurostat in conjunc­
tion with the Member States, the 
Intrastat system for monitoring in­
tra-Community trade will obviously 
be a new development for enter­
prises. For the first time, they will 
be aware of the extent to which 
their direct involvement is useful in 
compiling European statistics on 
intra-Community trade. 

'In the medium term, enterprises 
are faced with conflicting de­
mands in the area of statistical in­
formation: 
• they need to obtain a broad pic­

ture of the single market by 
drawing on the resources of 
both national statistical agen­
cies and Eurostat; 

• however, their requirement for 
more information is accompa­
nied by a desire to dedicate 
fewer resources to complying 
with the many administrative de­
mands this involves. 

Resolving the conflict 

The solution to this apparent con­
tradiction lies in the more inten­
sive use of computer systems and 
data transmission to enable infor­
mation to be collected directly 
from enterprises, while obviously 
applying all possible confidentiality 
safeguards. The end result will be 
that, instead of depending on addi­
tional surveys, the production of 
statistics becomes little more than 
a systematic by-product of busi­
ness management. 

That is the goal of all our efforts, 
particularly in the areas of com­
mon classifications of products 
and activities and uniform codes 
for recording administrative opera-
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tions. All the current advances in 
EDI technology1 will undoubtedly 
lead to great progress in business 
statistics in the next ten to fifteen 
years.' 

Large enterprises are entering a 
new phase of computerization, 
while small and medium-sized 
firms are now gaining access for 
the first time to systems and serv­
ices that used to be the preserve 
of larger companies. If, with the in­
creasingly widespread adoption of 
EDI or the development of the con­
cept of the 'extended enterprise', 
large numbers of firms make this 
new leap forward in information 
technology because they consider 
it essential to their integration into 
the economy, statistical agencies -
and Eurostat in particular-would 
be wrong to ignore this phenome­
non. 

An abundance of energy and 
resources 

Intrastat has mobilized a consid­
erable amount of energy and re­
sources. Why is that? 

'There is a great deal at stake. 
There is a continuing need for 
highly accurate figures for many 
reasons. Statistics on intra-Com­
munity trade remain essential: 
• for businesses, because they 

are the basis of all market analy­
sis and research; 

• for governments, because they 
are a means of monitoring the 
national position and trends in 
trade with the rest of Europe; 

• for the European institutions, be­
cause they are the instrument 
for measuring the progress of 
the single market. 

A solid administrative base 

The previous administrative sys­
tem was smooth-running, well or­
ganized and very reliable: the 
threat of sanctions imposed a high 
level of discipline. With the disap­
pearance of customs controls, we 
had to come up with a new and 
sufficiently solid administrative 
base. The VAT declaration was a 
perfect solution, but the harmoni­
zation of VAT has proved to be a 
long and arduous task, and the de­
velopment of Intrastat could only 
advance at the same pace. 

Major standardization efforts 

The ongoing concern to limit the 
reporting burden for enterprises 
by "locking into" the VAT system 
and attempting to obtain reliable 

information by country and prod­
uct involved considerable stand­
ardization efforts. 

The resulting system, which ex­
empts nearly 50% of enterprises 
from returning data for these statis­
tics (a considerable advance on 
the previous system) will have to 
show that it can achieve the re­
quired standards of reliability. It is 
probably the best system conceiv­
able in the current circumstances 

Full-scale trials 

We estimate that the system 
should fulfil 95% of user require­
ments, while satisfying demands 
expressed at all levels that the re­
porting burden on enterprises 
should be as light as possible.' 

At the Commission, what units 
were most directly involved in 
the development of Intrastat? 

'In addition to Eurostat, DG XXI 
(Customs Union and Indirect Taxa­
tion) was undoubtedly the most in­
volved in the overall design of the 
current system. 

In future, it is the Member States 
that will take over the task with the 
support of the Commission, which 
will help them to coordinate their 
efforts. 

Effective cooperation from the 
NSIs 

Initially, the NSIs were somewhat 
reticent at the prospect of cus­
toms statistics disappearing. But 
little by little, this gave way to ex­
cellent cooperation between the 
Member States, who helped us 
draft the Intrastat Regulation and 
test the various solutions which 
led to the development of a sys­
tem acceptable to all. 

Today, all the Member States co­
operate to the best of their abili­
ties. They have realized that this 
is a "product" that is ultimately of 
greater benefit to the Member 
States than the Commission. In­
deed, the Commission could con­
ceivably forego statistics on intra-
Community trade in the relatively 
near future: in the Member States, 
however, enterprises will need 
such statistics for some time to 
come. 

Setting a trend 

The EFTA countries have also 
shown great interest in the devel­
opment of Intrastat. When they 
join the Community, they will have 
the great advantage of being able 
to adopt a fully-fledged system 

that, after two or three years of 
running-in, will be fully tried and 
tested.' 

OTHER STATISTICS 

The other statistics will change in 
line with the development of the 
various Community policies. 

Monetary, banking and financial 
statistics 

'First of all, the movement towards 
monetary union implies the up­
grading of statistics in these ar­
eas. Eurostat, the Secretariat of 
the Committee of Governors and 
the Central Banks themselves are 
already working together on the 
development of a system that will 
better meet the requirements of 
harmonizing indicators, which are 
at present far from comparable. 

There is also a need to enhance 
the comparability of the economic 
convergence indicators - inflation, 
budget deficit, trade balance, etc. 

Structural policies 

Coordinating aid to less favoured 
regions requires extremely de­
tailed statistical information. It 
must also be possible to make re­
gional statistics cover more than 
one region and exchange them 
from one part of the Community to 
another. 

Social Europe 

While, from a political point of 
view, the implementation of the 
European social programme must 
comply as fully as possible with 
the principle of subsidiarity, the 
ministries and agencies participat­
ing in it need the backing of rigour-
ous and unchallengeable statistics 
in framing the Community policies 
they wish to see adopted. 

The environment 

Environmental policy is acquiring 
a new dimension. The Community 
has undertaken to work towards a 
high level of protection for the citi­
zen-consumer. 

Agriculture 

The Common Agricultural Policy, 
hitherto devoted to price support, 
is being transformed into an in­
come support policy for farmers. 
The entire statistical apparatus 
must adapt to this change affect­
ing a particularly sensitive sector 
of activity. 
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Relations with non-Community 
countries 

In adopting the greater part of the 
"acquis communautaire", the 
EFTA countries are tending to fall 
into line with our statistical work. 
The countries of central and east­
ern Europe and the former Soviet 
Union, which do not yet have mar­
ket-based economic systems, 
have requested our assistance in 
setting up statistical systems. 
Among the major innovations intro­
duced in the fourth Lomé Conven­
tion, structural adjustment plays 
an important part. There must be 
facilities for monitoring the effects 
of such policies with sufficient pre­
cision. 

Enhancing subsidiarity 
The development of Community 
statistics already largely complies 
with the principle of subsidiarity. 
Fundamental policy is shaped in 
common and data are collected at 
national or regional level. But we 
must go further, for example in the 
area of dissemination of Commu­
nity data. I am currently working 
on this with the Directors-General 
and Presidents of the NSIs.' 

SERVING SERVICES 
BETTER 
The advent of the single market 
reveals the major gaps in statis­
tics on services. How are these 
to be filled and when? 

Towards the 21st century... 
'These yawning gaps existed well 
before the advent of the single 
market. It is striking that in the 
Member States, where services 
can employ 60% or more of the ac­
tive population and generate a 
similar percentage of GNP, they 
account, in some instances, for 
less than 10% of the statistical ef­
fort that is devoted to agriculture 
and industry! 
Common to most industrialized 
countries, these gaps are being 
filled fairly rapidly. The creation of 
the single market has given a 
boost to such work, has led to a 
pooling of resources and the draft­
ing of various classifications and 
standards and will undoubtedly 
continue to generate a substantial 
increase in the speed of data pro­
duction. 
It is a long-term project. Started 
some three years ago, this "spot­
lighting" of services is beginning 

to yield acceptable results owing 
to the methodological work carried 
out on most of the major sectors 
in this field, and to the collection 
and dissemination of existing infor­
mation in our Mercure database. 
It is conceivable that, by the end 
of the century, there will be a sta­
tistical information system for serv­
ices equivalent to that currently in 
use for industrial enterprises. 

The Voorburg Group 

However, the subject matter is diffi­
cult to grasp. What exactly is the 
production of a service? It is a 
very different concept to the pro­
duction of materials or equip­
ment... 
In the search for common defini­
tions, progress is now being made 
at international level. The Voor­
burg Group, an informal discus­
sion group that was initially set up 
by Canadian and Dutch statisti­
cians some four years ago and in 
which Eurostat plays a very active 
part, acts as a forum for the ex­
change of experiences on how 
services statistics can be devel­
oped. 

Under the aegis of Eurostat, a 
services statistics manual has re­
cently been published and is be­
ing adapted to the requirements of 
the EEA with the assistance of our 
EFTA colleagues. 

Mercure in the ascendant 

We are therefore experiencing a 
major stepping-up of methodologi­
cal work in this field, and discus­
sions are in progress with Can­
ada, the United States, the OECD 
and the countries of central and 
eastern European and the former 
Soviet Union. 
At the same time, Eurostat has de­
veloped the Mercure database de­
signed to bring together all exist­
ing information on services 
statistics in the Member States 
with a view to harmonizing them. 
This project is one of our top priori­
ties.' 

THE ECONOMY AND 
ECOLOGY 
The development of environ­
mental statistics could assist enter­
prises in the single market that 
aim to market their ecological 
know-how to target areas where 
their expertise is in demand. What 
is the outlook for such statistics? 
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Coordination efforts 
'Enterprises have probably been 
aware of a lack of focus in the vari­
ous approaches to this question. 
Efforts ought to be better coordi­
nated. That is what we are work­
ing towards in conjunction with the 
OECD and the UN Economic 
Commission for Europe, which 
has made a very important contri­
bution to coordinating the work of 
the various institutions. 
Within the EEA, our EFTA col­
leagues have a head start in this 
field. Their experience will un­
doubtedly enable us to avoid cer­
tain pitfalls. 

Applying technological 
advances 
To back up this drive towards coor­
dination, we must make every ef­
fort to apply the most recent tech­
nological advances to statistics, in 
particular remote sensing by satel­
lite. Using such techniques, com­
puterized environmental manage­
ment systems can be developed 
throughout Europe, right down to 
regional and even local level. We 
are working in close cooperation 
with agencies specializing in these 
techniques. 

A BREAKTHROUGH 

What major changes, signifi­
cant events or promising devel­
opments have there been in 
Eurostat in 1992? 

Services to the fore 
'Eurostat is constantly covering 
new ground and improving its serv­
ices in traditional areas, and each 
year brings its stock of innova­
tions. However, if we were to ask 
the opinion of our major users 
(governments, large enterprises) 
the most welcome change in 1992 
would undoubtedly be the publica­
tion for the first time of statistical 
series on services. These series 
cover all twelve EC Member 
States and nearly the whole serv­
ices sector for the years 1970-87. 
This is a significant event, bringing 
to light over two-thirds of the Com­
munity's output of services. 

Nineteen columns! 
Another event is the publication, 
again for the first time, of compara­
ble statistics covering a large num­
ber of fields for the whole of the 
EEA: nineteen countries, not just 
twelve... 
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This publication2 has proved ex­
tremely useful, and is an impor­
tant reference document for many 
of our users. It is a start...'3 

eurostat 

1 Electronic Data Interchange 
2 Publication included in this issue: 
'Facts through figures: a Statistical Por­
trait of the European Community in the 
European Economic Area' 
3 Interview with Mr Yves Franchet, 
Director-General of Eurostat, 
15 September 1992. 

7 
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NDUSTRY AND STATISTICS 
Adynamic partnership 

Interview with Mr Riccardo Perissich 

As coordinator of all activities 
relating to the implementation 
of the Internal Market and the 
body responsible for industrial 
affairs, the Commission's DG III 
is a great user of services pro­
vided by Eurostat, with which it 
cooperates closely, generating 
a dynamic, forward-looking im­
age of statistics. What industry 
wants is to not only understand 
but forecast developments. 

Initially foreign-affairs editor of the 
Rome weekly 'Il Punto', Riccardo 
Perissich soon became interested 
in the problems of industrial devel­
opment, before taking charge of 
European Communities studies at 
the Istituto Affari Internazionali in 
Rome, where he was deputy direc­
tor. 

Having joined the Commission in 
1970, he became Chef de Cabinet 
and Chief Advisor to various per­
sonalities responsible for industrial 
and technology policy, taxation 
and financial institutions, regional 
policy and the coordination of the 
structural funds and other financial 
instruments. 

After heading the Department for 
'Energy Conservation and Fore­
casts'in DG XVII (Energy, Direc­
torate A), he became Chef de 
Cabinet to Mr Antonio Giolitti and 
then to Mr Carlo Ripa di Meana, 
before moving to the Directorate-
General for the Internal Market 
and Industrial Affairs (DG III), 
where, as Deputy Director-Gen­
eral, he was responsible for coordi­
nating all activities relating to the 
implementation of the White Pa­
per on completing the Internal Mar­
ket. 

He has been head of this DG 
since the beginning of 1990. 

RESPONSIBILITIES 
CONFIRMED 

It has been said of the Maas­
tricht Treaty that industrial pol­
icy is one of the new responsi­
bilities that it confers on the 
Community. What, then, was 
the situation before? 

'Let us set the record straight. The 
Commission's responsibilities in 
this area are long-standing. The 
new Treaty merely reflects the de­
veloping political consensus: it 
was drafted to follow this consen­
sus, not to anticipate it. 

As long ago as the early 1970s, 
the discussions on industrial pol­
icy had produced agreement on 
the objectives to be achieved and 
the instruments to be used. Agree­
ments were subsequently reached 
on dealing with the acute prob­
lems brought about by the crisis in 
the steel industry in particular, and 
to stimulating activity through initia­
tives such as the ESPRIT1 pro­
gramme, which opens up exten­
sive prospects for the electronics 
industry. 

In 1990 the Commission again 
took up the general discussion on 
industrial policy, on the basis of 
the "Bangemann document", 
which sets out an overall frame­
work. The Council unanimously 
approved the policies in this docu­
ment, and their incorporation in Ar­
ticle 130 of the Maastricht Treaty 
simply reflects this consensus and 
confirms the determination to put 
them into practice.' 

HIGH-QUALITY 
STATISTICS 

In the various stages of implement­
ing these policies, much is ex­
pected of statistics by the Commis­
sion departments involved to 
varying degrees in coordinating a 
coherent industrial strategy at 
European level. 

Improved monitoring of the 
production system 

'In connection with industrial com­
petitiveness and monitoring the 
Community's production system, 
we require statistics which are 
much more detailed than those 
normally collected by the national 
statistical offices. 

We need to be able to compare, 
on as standardized a basis as pos­
sible, the performance of busi­
nesses and sectors in not only 
quantitative but also qualitative 
terms. 

Although essential for following 
short-term trends, the traditional 
economic indicators do not always 
give a reliable picture of the funda­
mental factors which influence the 
degree of industrial competitive­
ness, in particular: 
• the actual structure and perform­

ance of economic operators; 
• the state of the markets, their 

development and operation, 
and the market shares of the 
various operators; 

• the ability to adapt to structural 
and technological changes; 

• the adequacy of public- and pri­
vate-sector technological and lo­
gistical infrastructures; 

• requirements relating to profes­
sional qualifications; 

• the impact of public contracts 
on the health of certain sectors. 

Obtaining a clearer picture 

Despite the various efforts already 
made, particularly as a result of in­
itiatives from DG III,2 we still have 
a long way to go before we have a 
sufficient picture of all the factors 
involved. It is unfortunately not al­
ways possible to be sure of the re­
liability and consistency of the pri­
vate-sector data which we 
sometimes have to use. 

A dynamic picture 

As a public-sector organization 
with well-defined responsibilities 
for areas directly affecting busi-
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ness activity, we have to have in­
formation which is as comprehen­
sive, reliable and up-to-date as 
possible so that we can adapt our 
policies to the industrial develop­
ment needs of the Community. 
If suitable measures are to be 
speedily adopted, this information 
should provide more than a static 
picture of the various aspects of in­
dustry in the Community and that 
of its major competitors. The infor­
mation should ideally enable the 
development of forecasting mod­
els, which are indispensable for 
good management. 
That is why we are placing much 
hope in projects such as Prod-
corn.'3 

SUPPORTING INDUSTRY 

In DG Ill's view, which of Euro­
stat's tasks takes priority with 
the advent of the Single Market? 

Well-defined objectives 
'As regards the particular con­
cerns of DG III, the priorities and 
objectives in this area have been 
clearly identified and defined in 
the Community's Statistical Pro­
gramme for 1993-1997. 
We would place special emphasis 
on the following areas: 
• statistics on the distributive 

trades, services and industrial 
production, supplementing the 
statistics on external trade to 
provide essential support for 
Community trade policy; 

• data which allow an analysis of 
the competitiveness of Euro­
pean businesses: these data 
have to be identified, collected 
and harmonized in order to sup­
port the Commission's work on 
industrial policy: 

• the regional dimension of busi­
ness statistics, with the aim of 
supporting the policy of eco­
nomic and social cohesion; 

• establishing statistics on re­
search and development and on 
environmental matters to pro­
vide support for Community poli­
cies in these areas. 

There are a number of principles 
to guide Eurostat's efforts in these 
areas: 
• methodological integrity must 

guarantee the consistency, inter­
national comparability and qual­
ity of information; this applies to 

the normative aspects (meth­
ods, classifications, standards) 
as well as the technical infra­
structure and the legal frame­
work; 

• the rapid processing and presen­
tation of the information col­
lected so that it can be readily 
used by both public authorities 
and businesses; 

• the sharing out of tasks so that 
work is carried out at the most 
appropriate level (subsidiarity) 
and with maximum cost-effec­
tiveness.' 

Adapting to structural changes 

Private-sector operators and 
public authorities 

How can statistics help indus­
try to adapt to future structural 
changes? 

'Statistics are essential for the 
management of any business, 
whatever its field of activity. 
Without such data, economic op­
erators would be like pilots flying 
blind, with no points of reference, 
unable to judge the distances be­
tween them and their competitors. 
They would therefore find it very 
difficult to adjust to the increas­
ingly competitive environment of 
global markets and businesses. 

Moreover, in the absence of suit­
able statistics, public authorities 
would be hard put to adapt their 
policies so as to facilitate and pro­
mote structural changes.' 

Supporting SMEs and the 
services sector 

The expected structural 
changes in industry call for in­
creased innovation/adaptation 
on the part of small and me­
dium-sized businesses. What 
action is DG III taking in this re­
spect? Are the available statis­
tics adequate? 

'There is no doubt that, proportion­
ately, small and medium-sized 
businesses have to make greater 
efforts to adjust than large busi­
nesses: very often small and me­
dium-sized businesses do not 
have the manpower and technical 
and financial resources to simulta­
neously face up to greater compe­
tition, embark on the necessary 
changes and pursue technological 
development. 

The Commission is aware of this 
and is anxious to give suitable 
and effective support to small and 
medium-sized businesses. Sev­
eral directorates-general have al­
ready taken specific action to this 
end. 

DG III, for its part, is focusing its 
attention, for example, on the crea­
tion of information and statistics 
systems in the service sectors for 
which there is still very little infor­
mation on the structure, size and 
typology of businesses. We re­
gard this as a priority area in so 
far as the industrial fabric and the 
competitiveness of Community 
businesses are directly affected 
by the extent and the quality of 
the services on which they can 
draw.' 

Promoting high technology 

In the area of high technology, 
Europe is in competition above 
all with Japan. Since there is 
practically no 'statistical dia­
logue' with Japan, what parame­
ters does DG III normally use to 
compare performance levels 
and objectives? 

'We should first of all not forget 
that in the area of high technology 
the Community is in competition 
with not only Japan but also the 
United States and certain other 
countries such as South Korea, 
especially in sectors such as elec­
tronics. 

There is no doubt that the lack of 
standardized data makes it diffi­
cult to compare performance. 
However, it is often the case that 
the statistics which we receive on 
the United States or Japan are of 
a higher quality and more up-to-
date than those we have on the 
Community itself. 

This is to be expected, in that 
these countries do not have the 
harmonization problems which we 
are trying to overcome at Commu­
nity level. 

As regards the "statistical dia­
logue", the increasing number and 
regularity of contacts we have with 
the Japanese authorities, particu­
larly the MITI, can only improve 
the situation.' 
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SHEDDING LIGHT ON 
PUBLIC CONTRACTS 

Opening up public contracts: 
how will/should statistics cover 
this subject? 

'Statistics have an important role 
to play in opening up public con­
tracts. 

Firstly, they help the Commission 
to evaluate its policies, enabling it 
to see whether purchasers are ex­
ploring the whole of the Commu­
nity market, or even going further 
afield, to obtain the best goods or 
services at the best prices. In this 
respect, we will be following very 
closely the implementation of the 
new Intrastat system for collecting 
statistics on intra-Community 
trade. 

We also hope that the increased 
comparability of information on 
production and international trade 
made possible by the introduction 
of the relevant classifications will 
make a positive contribution to 
this field. We ourselves have de­
voted a lot of effort to developing 
a classification for public contracts 
which is fully compatible with the 
new Community product classifica­
tion.' 

What products? 

'We need to be better informed on 
the products purchased by the 
public sector: from where and 
from whom do they come? 

In cooperation with Eurostat, the 
NSIs and private-sector re­
searchers, a number of projects 
have been undertaken to examine 
the extent to which this type of in­
formation can be measured and 
estimated.' 

Monitoring the application of 
Directives 

'Are the Directives on the award of 
public contracts adhered to? By 
monitoring the invitations to tender 
published in the Official Journal 
and matching this information with 
various statistical data, we hope to 
be able to identify whether or not 
this procedure is normally used for 
certain products, regions or types 
of purchasers. We will thus be 
able to pin-point certain problems 
connected with the interpretation 
or application of the Directives.' 

Beyond the EEA 

'Our statistical requirements ex­
tend even beyond the Community 
and EFTA: as a partner in the 
GATT agreements, we are obliged 
to provide certain information on 
our public-sector markets to the 
other partners. For our part, we 
wish to ensure that they too are 
playing the game: the various par­
ties to international negotiations 
such as the Uruguay Round must 
have suitable information on what 
the other parties are doing.' 

Information for all economic 
operators 

'In all these areas, the usefulness 
of the statistics extends far be­
yond central bodies such as the 
Commission. Producers of goods 
and services in the Community re­
quire better information on poten­
tial markets and their size. At the 
same time, purchasers are calling 
for more detailed information on 
potential suppliers. 

We have great hopes for the im­
plementation of Prodcom and the 
detailed analyses of the European 
market which will then be possible. 

All economic operators would cer­
tainly also derive substantial bene­
fits from making use of the infor­
mation in the business registers, 
in so far as this information can be 
made public. 

We are seeking to develop an in­
formation system on public con­
tracts which will give businesses 
access to the industrial and trade 
statistics gathered by Eurostat.' 

TRANSEUROPEAN 
NETWORKS 

The challenges facing 
Eurostat... 

The TEN4 programme, in which 
DG III is involved, aims to cre­
ate networks of all kinds linking 
up the economic operators in 
the Member States. What does 
the TEN programme mean for 
Eurostat? 

Projects such as SERT (Business 
Statistics and Telematics Net­
works) and DSIS (Distributed sta­
tistical information services) are 
perfect examples of projects 
which simplify both the collection 
and the dissemination of data as 
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well as lightening the administra­
tive burden on businesses and 
NSIs. 

These projects are essential for 
managing the flow of information 
on intra-Community trade. 

While the important factors at pre­
sent are the quality, reliability, rele­
vance and availability of statistical 
information, future requirements 
will focus more on the speed with 
which information is made avail­
able and the ability to analyse it. 

These are challenges which Euro­
stat will have to meet if Commu­
nity policies are to be made more 
effective.'5 

...with whom DG III cooperates 
extensively 

'For some time we have been see­
ing much greater cooperation be­
tween DG III and Eurostat: given 
the unreliability of certain informa­
tion collected by third parties, we 
are seeking to develop jointly a 
number of data bases and are co­
operating extensively on various 
projects. 

Panorama of European industry 

Every year DG III produces a pub­
lication of some 1500 pages com­
bining commentaries with numer­
ous charts and statistical tables 
which provides a branch-by 
branch analysis of some 200 in­
dustrial and service sectors in the 
Community. Data on production, 
employment, external trade, pro­
ductivity, investment, structural 
trends etc. are analysed in terms 
of internal developments and are 
also compared with similar data 
for the competing economies of 
the United States and Japan. 

It would not have been possible 
either to produce this important 
work, which moreover received 
the 1992 Excellency Award for offi­
cial publications from the Euro­
pean Information Association, or 
to update it regularly without a 
high degree of cooperation be­
tween Eurostat and ourselves. 

This type of cooperation seems to 
be gaining ground in other Direc­
torates-General, and we feel that 
grouping together, via pro­
grammes such as DSIS, various 
projects with similar objectives is 
indeed a matter of priority at the 
present time. 
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Looking forward 
The speed of the changes facing 
industry means that we need sta­
tistics which are ever more up-to-
date and detailed. Moreover, we 
cannot rely solely on data from 
the past, we need estimates and 
indeed short-, medium- and long-
term forecasts. We are prepared 
to support all measures which will 
provide us with a scientifically-
based forward-looking picture of 
the Single Market and of Commu­
nity industry in particular.'6 

WL· 
eurostat 

ESPRIT: European Programme for Re­
search and Development in Information 
Technology. 
2 Especially: 
BDAcier (Steel data base); 
PANORAMA: 'Panorama of EC Industry', 
3rd Edition, 1991-1992 Cat. No: CO-60-
90-321-EN-C; 
DABLE: Database on Large Enterprises 
(DG III internal database); 
Textile Observatory. 
3 PRODCOM is the name of the project 
which gave rise to Regulation(EEC) No 
3294/91 of 19 December 1991, publish­
ed in OJ L 374, 31.12.1991. 
For details on this subject see the article 
in 'Sigma' No 1/92, January/February 
1992, pp 28-32. 
4 TEN: development of Transeuropean 
Networks, particularly in transport, en­
ergy and telecommunications. 
5 Interview with Mr Riccardo Perissich on 
16 October 1992. 
6 Interview with Mr Manuel Santiago on 
16 October 1992. 
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Europe and statistics 

TRATEGIC STATISTICS 
The Chemical Industry Looks at its Future 

Interview with Mr Alain Van der Väet 

The construction of the Euro­
pean statistical system does 
not depend solely on the initia­
tive of public authorities. Pri­
vate enterprises can play an im­
portant role in this task via their 
representative bodies. Indeed 
for many years now the Euro­
pean chemical industry has par­
ticipated in this process. Mutual 
cooperation between the 'sup­
plier' and 'collector' of statisti­
cal information can generate 
interesting initiatives... 
The advent of the single market 
also means the opening-up of 
the information market, which 
includes statistics. The stra­
tegic value of statistics will 
contribute significantly to 
developing trans-European 
telecommunications networks. 

A graduate of the Université Libre 
de Bruxelles, Alain Van der Vaet 
has a degree in management and 
microeconomics. Initially a com­
pany economist in the paper, 
paints and varnishes industry, he 
headed the Department of Eco­
nomic and Statistical Studies of 
the CEFIC1 (European Council of 
Chemical Manufacturers' Federa­
tions) for fifteen years. At the be­
ginning of November 1992, he 
was appointed Secretary-General 
of BLIC (Rubber Industries Liaison 
Bureau). 

ANTICIPATED CHANGES 

Industry - in particular the chemi­
cal industry - has kept a very 
close watch on the changes which 
have already taken place in rela­
tion to 'statistical obligations', 
which have required substantial in­
ternal adjustments in recent years. 

The statistical landscape 

'However, the greatest changes in 
this field are still to come: the offi­
cial statistical landscape will 
change dramatically under the 
combined effects of: 
• the implementation of Intrastat 

on 1 January 1993; 
• the launching of a genuine clas­

sification of Community prod­
ucts: Prodcom; 

• the implementation of the new 
classifications (NACE, REV.1, 
CPA) and the more rapid updat­
ing of the Combined Nomencla­
ture in the future, etc.; 

• the application of statistical con­
fidentiality - a primarily national 
concern in the past - at Commu­
nity level.' 

Enterprises are perfectly aware of 
the fact that these changes may 
create some interruptions in time 
series. However they consider 
that this is the price to be paid for 
markedly improved statistics, both 
in terms of quality and quantity, 
statistics which will henceforth 
also be much better adapted to in­
dustry's needs. 

Strategic value 

This adjustment to industry's 
needs is all the more likely in that 
many enterprises - in particular a 
large number of small and me­
dium-sized enterprises - have 
only very recently discovered the 
strategic value of statistics and will 
consequently be more easily per­
suaded to make the required in­
vestments to exploit this resource. 

'Among the factors which explain 
the dynamism of the chemical in­
dustry and its size - it is number 

one in the world! - two in particu­
lar stand out, above all for the 
European chemical industry: 
• the technological advantage; 
• refined market knowledge: pro­

duction capacities, sales capaci­
ties, storage capacities, etc. 

In view of the fact that the techno­
logical advantage is on the de­
cline (it has already disappeared 
in relation to many American, 
Japanese, etc. competitors) what 
remains is the accurate knowl­
edge of products, their applica­
tions, their distribution channels, 
etc. 

It is in order to maintain this advan­
tage that the chemical industry is 
determined to invest in substantial 
statistical programmes, in the crea­
tion of new data banks, etc.' 

The challenge to the 'software 
houses'... 

Do enterprises' accounting serv­
ices make adequate allowance for 
statistical considerations? While 
being very centralized in SMEs, 
statistics tend to be dispersed 
rather widely in large enterprises: 
social statistics in the social de­
partment, production statistics in 
the factory; there is even greater 
dispersal when it comes to the 
analysis of results. 

'The big challenge facing account­
ing departments (both internal and 
external) is the implementation of 
programmes enabling the requisi­
te statistical information to be 
found in the enterprise manage­
ment systems. The information 
could then be transmitted to the 
NSIs using standardized mes­
sages. The accounting profession 
must react positively to the pend­
ing change and do everything in 
its power to reduce the statistical 
burden on enterprises.' 

Eurostat also stresses its desire to 
encourage service companies to 
work towards the creation of new 
management back-up instruments 
which will give more consideration 
to statistics when developing busi­
ness software. 
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For example, every European en­
terprise has the right to expect its 
software suppliers to incorporate 
software for Intrastat declarations 
rapidly. 

THE LONG MARCH TO 
INTRASTAT 

All the European professional as­
sociations have played an impor­
tant role and appear to have devel­
oped similar views in the course of 
the "long march" (which began in 
1985!) leading to the setting-up of 
Intrastat. 

A joint pilgrimage 

'We were active even at European 
Parliament level where we had to 
develop our arguments to prove 
the usefulness of intra-Community 
statistics! 

The enterprises once ignored... 

We have had to be very persua­
sive... While the White Paper of 
1985 did indeed mention the sta­
tistical requirements of the Mem­
ber States and Community, it ap­
peared to ignore completely those 
of industry and trade. We feared 
that the statistical information re­
quired for market studies, corpo­
rate planning, our product manag­
ers, would no longer be 
forthcoming. We feared we would 
lose the comparative advantages 
which such information provides 
and that the classification adopted 
would not be sufficiently detailed. 
In the process of harmonizing fi­
nancial systems and European 
statistics, we feared that statistics 
would be sacrificed to overly hasty 
simplification. 

...are now reassured! 

The final Intrastat system has set 
our minds at ease and we have 
high expectations of it. We also ap­
plaud the initiatives designed to al­
low the use of highly modern tech­
niques (EDI, etc.)2 in the 
declaration procedures. 

Useful synergy 

Aware of the immediate advan­
tages to be derived on a strategic 
or operational level, enterprises 
are launching into traditional EDI 
programmes: standardized mes­
sages for invoices, dispatch 
notes, commercial documents, 
etc. 'But the day will come, in the 
near future, when enterprises will 
be able to transmit their data to 
the NSI, the central banks, etc. 

also using EDI. Until recently 
many enterprises considered this 
only as a long-term objective; In­
trastat, with its "related telemat­
ics" will draw their attention to a 
whole range of information ex­
change possibilities, and will be 
able to serve as a catalyst in 
propagating EDI in other statistical 
applications.' 

AND AFTER INTRASTAT? 

Painless statistics 

'We are likely to witness the rapid 
marketing of a range of software 
which is compatible with all sys­
tems and will locate the required 
information among the information 
managed by the enterprise. 

Consequently supplying such infor­
mation will no longer appear to be 
a burden: the statistical informa­
tion will be generated so to speak 
by means of the software, almost 
without any human intervention. 

Optimization of information 
return 

This lightening of the burden of 
statistical response will be accom­
panied by an increase in the qual­
ity of the information which the en­
terprises will be able to receive in 
return. Optimizing this information 
return by increasing quality, speed 
and consistency, will motivate en­
terprises, and particularly those 
where the departments compiling 
the statistics are far removed from 
the user services.' 

In the course of this optimization 
process, enterprises will be able 
to focus on the entire administra­
tive sub-stratum of their environ­
ment: the burden of collecting sta­
tistics is in fact only a small part of 
their overall administrative burden, 
and any steps taken to optimize 
statistics will extend to all statistics 
now supplied by the enterprises, 
albeit in a very uncoordinated 
manner, to a wide variety of recipi­
ents. 

A label denoting useful purpose 

Too often, the public authorities re­
quire enterprises to supply infor­
mation but rarely explain the rea­
son or the need for their many 
requests. 

'At all levels - regional, national, 
and European,- we urge that the 
purpose or the need for the statis­
tics requested be indicated more 
clearly: the requests which we re­
ceive from a variety of collecting 

agents should bear a veritable 
"useful purpose label" certifying 
that all precautions have been 
taken to avoid duplication or un­
necessary questions.' 

Meta-data please! 

Official statistics are far richer 
than many people imagine. 'To 
help enterprises discover this 
wealth, the various authorities con­
cerned should try to make their 
material more comprehensible 
and user-friendly. Afigure has no 
meaning to anybody if there is no 
explanation of how it was ob­
tained, if its context is not outlined 
or if the methodologies used are 
not explained. Statistics is a typi­
cal field where enterprises sorely 
lack "information about informa­
tion"!' 

Cooperation rather than 
contradiction 

In the enterprise those persons 
who compile and supply statistical 
information are rarely the same as 
those who use this information. 
Hence the lack of a global over­
view. Here the increased use of 
telematics will be able to bring 
about changes in practices and 
behaviour. 

Better return with less input 

'In this process of optimizing the 
"statistical feedback", enterprises 
will make their choices in terms of 
their own economic considera­
tions. However, as far as possible, 
statistics should work more in part­
nership with enterprises, particu­
larly when defining standards. 
Classifications play an important 
role in economic analysis: without 
good classifications there are no 
good statistics; without good statis­
tics there are no good economic 
analyses, and without these analy­
ses, no good decisions. 

We in the chemical industry have 
been working with Eurostat for 
years to finalize classifications of 
activities, products and trade. The 
link between products and activi­
ties will eventually become more 
apparent: production, trade and 
activity will be aligned more. A ma­
jor effort must be devoted to high­
lighting the very significant differ­
ences between the major 
economic blocks (Europe, the 
United States, Japan) in respect 
of definitions and concepts, so 
that these can be aligned and har­
monized.' 
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ESTIMATES AND MORE 
ESTIMATES 

Market operators require up-to-
date information: an eighteen-
month-old statistic is no longer of 
any use to them. But when a fig­
ure is missing because it has not 
yet been calculated, these opera­
tors use estimates. Why don't stat­
isticians do likewise? 

A double deficiency 

'Estimates are an attempt to rem­
edy both the deficiencies of official 
statistics and of industrial statistics: 
• official statistics are too often 

late and too far removed from 
the industrial situation; while 
macro-economic information is 
quite well covered (by Eurostat, 
the OECD, the IMF, etc), sec­
toral information enjoys far less 
coverage; 

• industrial statistics, in contrast, 
are rapidly available but the un­
derlying methodology is poor. 

The "DEBA"initiative 

Noting this deficiency, our federa­
tion and others, in partnership with 
Eurostat, decided to create a sys­
tem of cooperation designed to 
produce rapid up-to-date, sectoral 
statistics based on a strict, harmo­
nized methodology which is in 
touch with the industrial situation 
and uses variety of estimation 
methods when necessary. 

The resultant new data bank, 
"DEBA", is unique and now offers 
us the possibility of a powerful in­
strument which can provide infor­
mation on a large number of sec­
tors, which, by their diversity, have 
provided the "critical mass" neces­
sary to make the initiative ade­
quately representative. 

Visa 

Official statistics furnish this group 
of federations not only with histori­
cal data, but also with data up­
dated by the Visa software, a 
"para-econometric" tool capable 
of updating and making estimates. 

To do this, the software uses ex­
ogenous data which various indus­
tries inject into the system. 

The participating federations have 
welcomed this initiative by Euro­
stat who, being fully aware of the 
deficiencies of official statistics 
and industrial statistics, took steps 
to induce an initiative-generating 

synergy between the two, "DEBA" 
probably only being the first of 
many results. 

Combining initiatives 

Initiatives on the part of our indus­
try were manifold but too scat­
tered. The chemical sector al­
ready had a sectoral database 
(Escimo: European statistics 
chemical industry monitor) but 
when it was proposed that we 
should participate in setting up a 
compact, harmonized, regularly-
updated entity, we saw this as a 
new opportunity for different sec­
tors to pool their initiatives. 

It was important to us that a large 
number of industries, representing 
entire sections of the economy, 
should be participating in the pro­
ject, thus making it possible to in­
crease the interaction. Indeed, de­
spite their apparent separateness, 
the various industries are very in­
ter-dependent: in this way the mu­
tual influences to which they are 
subject during their growth or de­
cline will be better anticipated, an­
alysed, and even corrected.' 

INFORMATION AND 
STATISTICS IN THE 
FUTURE 

'DEBA' is only one illustration of 
the partnership which will undoubt­
edly lead in the future to the devel­
opment of innovative projects be­
tween statistics and business. 
What other avenues can be ex­
plored? 

Environment 

In the future the chemical industry 
should take a greater interest, to 
varying degrees, in locating natu­
ral resources, sources of pollution, 
the early detection of natural disas­
ters (diseases in agriculture, the 
proliferation of harmful insects, 
etc). At these levels, owing mainly 
to satellite remote-sensing,3 statis­
tics has access to new methods of 
investigation and recording. 

Road transport 

'By way of an example, we are 
particularly interested in the 
DRIVE programme developed by 
DG XIII.4 Confronted daily with the 
problems posed by the transport 
of dangerous substances, the 
chemical industry pays great atten­
tion to safety. 

'Thanks to DRIVE, the monitoring 
of vehicles transporting dangerous 
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substances will become possible 
instantaneously: a signal, relayed 
by satellite (comprising the identifi­
cation of the company, the sup­
plier, the description of the con­
tent, both in terms of quality and 
quantity, the physical and chemi­
cal properties of the product, and 
all the elements required in the 
event of intervention), will be sent 
regularly from lorries and directed 
to various databases accessible to 
the civil defence authorities, the 
police, etc.' 

Maritime transport 

These new techniques will permit 
the observation and monitoring of 
events and phenomena which, be­
ing transborder, do not now pro­
voke adequate reactions - com­
bined with sanctions where 
necessary - at the level of the re­
sponsible public authorities or insti­
tutions. 

'Maritime transport is undoubtedly 
another field were concerted ob­
servation and action on the part of 
industry and official statistics will 
greatly improve security, while sub­
stantially increasing the value of 
the information which would be cir­
culated by the telematic networks 
now being set up.'5 

Undoubtedly we are speaking of 
strategic statistics... 

The member federations of the CEFIC 
(The European Council of Chemical 
Manufacturers' Federations) represent 
European enterprises employing more 
than 2.2 million persons, and generating 
about 30% of world chemical production. 
2 The Commission is strongly promoting 
the use of modern technologies in rela­
tions between industry and local authori­
ties. The recourse to EDI techniques 
(electronic data interchange), and, in par­
ticular, to the EDIFACT standard (ISO 
9735) makes the 'electronic statistical 
declaration' possible through the use of 
the Cusdec/lnstat message of Edifact. 
This was developed by the MD-6 group 
of the 'Western European Edifact Board' 
(the regional structure for Western 
Europe, part of the United Nations -
UN/Edifact: United Nations rules for elec­
tronic data interchange for administra­
tion, commerce and transport). 
The full specifications of the Cusdec/ln­
stat message will be published by Euro­
stat in the Official Journal. 
3 Cf. in this context the article 'Remote-
Sensing and Statistics: a new partner­
ship' in 'Sigma' No 2/92, March/April 
1992, p.14. 
4 DRIVE: information and telecommuni­
cation technologies applied to road trans­
port. 
5 Interview with Mr Alain Van der Vaet on 
15 October 1992. 
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■ EUROPEAN HOUSEHOLD 
PANELS 

Substantial progress has been 

made towards setting up Euro­

pean household panels. These 

will be used for studying working 

and living conditions and monitor­

ing the economic and social ef­

fects of the advent of the internal 

market. 

Eurostat has set up a develop­

ment group which will coordinate 

the panels. The group consists of 

Eurostat's Unit E2, the German 

firm Infratest and the University of 

Tilburg, which will establish the 

collection and research networks. 

Both the NSIs with which Eurostat 

has maintained direct contact and 

the private sector organizations in­

volved will participate in the net­

works. 

Pilot surveys will be carried out in 

January and September 1993. 

The development group has ap­

proved the second version of the 

questionnaire. This is now being 

examined by Commission depart­

ments in Brussels, which are 

checking that proper account is be­

ing taken of their policies. 

Eurostat's Unit E2 has set up a mi­

cro­database on the panels in an 

integrated, flexible system for 

household statistics. 

Depending on the results of the pi­

lot survey and the availability of re­

sources, the first stage of the 

panel project should begin in Janu­

ary 1994. It will continue for at 

least three years. 

■ THE SPEL SYSTEM 

The Working Party on Economic 

Accounts for Agriculture met on 6 

and 7 October 1992 with the sole 

purpose of discussing the SPEL 

system. 

The importance DG VI attaches to 

this system was underlined, as 

was the high quality of the work 

performed. 

SPEL is a remarkable example of 

the contribution Eurostat can 

make to Community policy (in this 

case the CAP). The system en­

ables raw statistics to be taken 

from Cronos and transformed ­ us­

ing the SPEL/EC/BM model ­ into 

politically relevant data. The whole 

operation is performed within a co­

herent accounting framework. 

SPEL differs from traditional 

econometric models in the follow­

ing respects: the modular ap­

proach, the concept of agricultural 

activity, transparency, the flexible 

user interface and the dialogue 

with policy­makers. 

Now that documentation is avail­

able on the SPEL system, meth­

odological and technical informa­

tion has been provided by the 

members of the SPEL groups in 

Bonn and Luxembourg. 

National experts from Spain, Ire­

land and France spoke at the 

meeting of their experiences 

checking the SPEL/EC­Data data­

base. The meeting closed with an 

on­line demonstration of the sys­

tem. 

■ BAD­NEUENAHR, 

22­24 SEPTEMBER 1992 ­

SEMINAR ON THE 'IMPACT 

OF REMOTE SENSING 

ON THE EUROPEAN STA­

TISTICAL INFORMATION 

SYSTEM' 

Around one hundred people, most 

of them statisticians, attended the 

seminar, which was organized by 

Eurostat, the Centraal Bureau 

voor de Statistiek (CBS, Voorburg) 

and the Istituto Nazionale di Statis­

tica (ISTAT, Rome), in conjunction 

with the Institute for Remote Sens­

ing Applications, Ispra and DG XII, 

Brussels. 

The CBS (Netherlands) and ISTAT 

(Italy) teams had prepared various 

papers describing the situation in 

the Member States and EFTA 

countries. Other documents illus­

trated significant developments, in 

particular the American and Cana­

dian experiences. 

The main conclusions of the docu­

ments and discussions have been 

gathered together in a summary 

of the seminar, which highlights in 

particular the need for coordina­

tion and Eurostat's potential role. 
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NTRASTAT 
New data collection system for intra-Community trade 

Interview with Mr Gilles Rambaud-Chanoz 

Details of every consignment, 
delays as goods are physically 
checked - almost a thing of the 
past for thousands of firms! For 
more than half of all these 
firms, there are no more statisti­
cal declarations to be filled in 
for transactions with their other 
trading partners in Europe. For 
the rest, one monthly declara­
tion is enough. This is the tre­
mendous simplification brought 
in by Intrastat, the culmination 
of a lengthy process of refine­
ment and a series of compro­
mises to reconcile often con­
flicting demands. 

Gilles Rambaud-Chanoz gradu­
ated from the science faculty at 
the University of Grenoble and 
has a master's degree in com­
puter science, together with a post­
graduate diploma from the school 
of business management in 
Grenoble. 

Initially employed in a senior ad­
ministrative position at the Ministry 
of Education in France, Mr Ram­
baud-Chanoz joined the Statistical 
Office of the Commission in 1976 
and has been in charge of various 
departments and units dealing 
with information processing and 
the collection and dissemination 
of statistics. 

After heading the Statistical Infor­
mation unit for four years, Mr Ram­
baud-Chanoz has been in charge 
of the unit entitled Elaboration of 
the Statistics on International and 
Intra-Community Trade since 
March 1989. 

IMPERATIVE NEED 

The introduction of the single mar­
ket will eliminate physical barriers 
between Member States, with cus­
toms checks and procedures be­
ing almost entirely done away with. 

For thousands of firms, the poten­
tial for growth which the single 
market offers is vast. But they will 
have to know the market if they 
are going to make the most of it! 

It will still be necessary to collect 
data on intra-Community trade 
even after the customs proce­
dures which were formerly used 
for this purpose have gone. A new 
system has to take their place, 
and it has to be capable of provid­
ing information which is as com­
prehensive, reliable and up-to-
date as possible. This is the role 
of Intrastat. 

What seems to be the most im­
portant of all the objectives or 
justifications for Intrastat? How 
can the usefulness of the sys­
tem be explained to firms? 

'Intra-Community trade is a signifi­
cant factor in the economy of the 
EC. It is probably true to say that 
there is greater market interde­
pendence than anywhere else in 
the world. 

Massive amounts 

By way of example, in 1991 intra-
Community imports amounted to 
ECU 700 billion, or 59% of the 
Community's total intra- and extra-
Community imports. The Commu­
nity, of course, is the world's lead­
ing trade power, accounting for 
about a quarter of all world trade. 

There has been a constant rise in 
intra-Community trade as a propor­
tion of all trade - it was only 49% 
in 1982 - and in 1992 more than 
50% of every Member State's 
trade was with Community part­
ners, ranging from 50% for the 
United Kingdom to 75% for Bel­
gium-Luxembourg, the Nether­
lands, Ireland and Portugal. This 
type of trade accounts for 14% of 

Community GDP, with a low of 9% 
for Italy and Spain and a high of 
44% for Belgium. 

Two main objectives 

• because of the amount of trade 
and the interdependence of the 
economies of the Members 
States, statistics on intra-Com­
munity trade have to be contin­
ued; 

• given this need to continue com­
piling statistics (whether at the 
level of the firms, the Member 
States or the Community institu­
tions), an effort was made to re­
duce the 'response burden' on 
firms, so that they could get the 
most out of the system. 

Other approaches have also 
shaped the development of the 
system, in particular: 
• making the response burden 

the same for reporting firms in 
all the Member States; 

• compatibility of figures covering 
intra- and extra-Community 
trade; 

• maximum flexibility in arrange­
ments for collection of data, with 
the emphasis on simplified, 
automated and computerized 
systems.' 

Some abandoned approaches-
There were several ways of ap­
proaching the problem and of at­
tempting to fill the gap left by the 
disappearance of customs statis­
tics. 

Was there no other method that 
could be suggested? Why was 
the Intrastat system chosen in 
preference to any other? 

'Granted, other solutions were con­
sidered. The first studies date 
from 1985-86, after the White Pa­
per had been published. To look at 
only a few of the other possible ap­
proaches: 

Sample surveys 

The census and the surveys 
which were conducted in the Mem­
ber States and at the Commission 
revealed that all the Directorates-
General were looking for very de-
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tailed data on a monthly basis. In 
view of this, sampling had to be 
eliminated as a solution, since the 
degree of detail required was too 
specific and the number of head­
ings too large. 

In addition, sampling is not suit­
able for calculating a final result 
which is generally obtained by 
comparing two figures which are 
very close. The margin of error in­
herent in sampling meant that 
such a method could not be used. 

Industrial surveys 

This approach was also aban­
doned, for reasons of periodicity 
and degree of detail. It has to be 
remembered that in 1985 the work 
on Prodcom1 had not yet got un­
der way and that industrial sur­
veys were in their infancy, with a 
lot to be desired in terms of up-to-
date information and with con­
cepts and definitions based on dif­
ferent methodologies. 

Mirror statistics 

This would have involved calculat­
ing a country's imports from the 
export figures of the country or 
countries with which it traded. 
Movements declared by one coun­
try should provide a mirror ¡mage 
of another country's movements in 
the opposite direction. 

Although it was not the reason for 
rejecting this approach, I should 
first of all like to mention that re­
cent studies have shown that sig­
nificant discrepancies can result 
from applying the mirror-image ap­
proach, however little detail is 
gone into, and that the apparent 
convergence of the total Commu­
nity figures to within 1 % is mislead­
ing. 

The main reason for rejecting this 
approach was simply that, as far 
as calculating balance-of-payment 
figures in particular was con­
cerned, the Member States were 
somewhat reluctant when it came 
to basing the figures on data pro­
vided not by themselves but by 
the other Member States...' 

...for the time being? 

Why did the Member States opt 
for the solution that was cho­
sen? 

'In everyone's opinion, it is the 
best compromise solution that 
could be found at present. We do 
not think that the solutions which 
were initially put forward, such as 
sampling or industrial surveys, 
should be completely forgotten. 

These are ideas which we could 
come back to, especially if there 
were to be any changes to the de­
gree of detail and periodicity of 
compiling statistics. 

We discarded these methods in 
the past but the situation is chang­
ing and it might well be necessary 
to take another look at the system. 
The option of collecting some data 
by sampling methods and of link­
ing the collection of information on 
intra-Community trade with indus­
trial surveys will then be a deci­
sive factor.' 

A COMPLICATED 
BUSINESS? 

Why does Intrastat seem to be 
complicated with regard to the 
compilation of statistics. What 
are the main difficulties that 
can be expected as it is intro­
duced? 
'On the contrary, as an idea the In­
trastat system seems very uncom­
plicated. In any case, statistics on 
external trade are generally one of 
the least complex areas of Com­
munity statistics. There is a 
proven methodology, and in practi­
cal terms the only difficulties lie in 
the amount of information dealt 
with and in the vast number of op­
erators involved in the collection 
process. However, the system of 
thresholds and the links with taxa­
tion are new elements which 
might be viewed as giving rise to 
apparent complexity. 

Difficulties to be overcome 

The requirement to provide infor­
mation on customs documents 
has gone. It may have been a gen­
eral impression that external trade 
statistics were hitherto compiled 
without effort. 

...orso it seemed 

Most firms were not aware that in 
filling in the old SAD 2 -which in 
most cases was done by the 
agents they used and had to pay -
they were actually, without realis­
ing it, submitting a statistical decla­
ration. 

Even if Intrastat involves less 
work, therefore, the declarant 
looks on it as an additional statisti­
cal burden apparently involving ex­
tra work. 

The main reaction from firms is 
likely to be: Why are you asking 
for this now, when you didn't want 
anything before? It has to be 

made clear to these firms that al­
though they seemed to be doing 
nothing they were in fact doing 
much more than they are being 
asked to do now. 

Maintaining quality 

There will of course be regular 
checks by the national statistical 
departments. Just as Eurostat 
does, they will regularly check the 
plausibility of the figures. 

The former customs stamp of 
quality 

The old statistics produced by the 
customs authorities (with their uni­
versal reputation for thorough reli­
ability) enjoyed an unquestioned 
stamp of quality, especially since 
the data that were supplied by the 
customs authorities did not require 
any prior processing before being 
used for statistical purposes. 

However, the various studies we 
carried out - especially regarding 
possible discrepancies which 
might occur with the use of mirror-
image statistics or analysis of data 
at a very detailed level of classifi­
cation - indicated a number of 
shortcomings. These concerned, 
for example, differences in record­
ing periods, time lags in declara­
tions, definitions of value, prob­
lems relating to storage, etc. We 
managed to get along with these 
differences and the new system, 
too, will have to be run in. 

The fact of the matter is that trade 
statistics have hitherto enjoyed a 
privileged status. From 1993 they 
will be just like any other kind of 
statistics, with all the queries and 
doubts common to all statistical in­
formation.' 

Many new advantages 

The approach is new, and it brings 
with it new opportunities which 
can provide a number of advan­
tages to firms. 

'For example, thanks to the "tax 
connection" firms are going to be 
able for the first time to identify 
the counterpart of the trade move­
ments they are interested in within 
the European market. At the gen­
eral level, there will now be an ex­
tra control mechanism which did 
not exist before, since in the past 
any particular declaration could 
not be compared with any other. 

In the new system - at least at the 
general level, with regard to taxa­
tion - the identification of firms 
with which transactions have been 
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conducted will be possible. In the 
long run, this will mean that there 
will be greater accuracy in assess­
ing what is happening. 

The connection which will now be 
possible between statistical data 
and certain tax data will also make 
it possible (using procedures 
which will be decided after the first 
few months of use of the system) 
to bring the tax declaration in line 
with the statistical declaration.' 

If the new system is properly ap­
plied, the result will be statistical 
information which is as good as if 
not better than before, together 
with a range of options for adapt­
ing, improving or expanding the 
system which did not exist before. 

Refining the system 

Even though the idea was first 
mooted back in 1985-86, the de­
velopment of Intrastat in its pre­
sent form required so much dis­
cussion and negotiation that, in 
the end, it was something of a 
rush to meet the deadline of 1 
January 1993. 

In view of this, the solution which 
we have now cannot be 100% per­
fect. It does not settle all the prob­
lems. 

Many goods are traded within 
the internal market without any 
physical movement, or else 
they can change owners in tran­
sit. How does the Intrastat sys­
tem cope with storage or transit 
operations? 

'Storage and transit operations 
have been dealt with in a proposal 
for a regulation. At present, there 
are no plans for Intrastat to cover 
these operations. The system cov­
ers only special trade operations 
and thus does not apply to stor­
age and transit. 

The approach adopted looks at 
physical movement of goods. 
Changes of ownership are not im­
portant for statistical purposes, al­
though they are obviously relevant 
when it comes to calculating na­
tional balance-of-payment figures. 

Anyway, even with the old system 
and in spite of the fact that there 
was provision in Regulation (EEC) 
No 1736/75 on external trade sta­
tistics for the inclusion of storage 
and transit statistics, we have 
never as yet been concerned with 
such operations. There are simply 
no arrangements for dealing with 
them at Community level. 

Matters are progressing, however. 
The technical difficulties involved 
can be overcome. As for the politi­
cal aspects, careful consideration 
will have to be given to what is 
wanted by the countries where 
storage and transit operations are 
especially important.' 

The 'tax connection' 

In view of the checks which are 
made possible, the link with taxa­
tion is an added advantage of the 
system, serving as a guarantee 
for the quality of the data which 
Eurostat is going to get. 

How can it be explained to 
firms that the 'tax link' which al­
lows Eurostat to access a 
source of tax information is not 
likely to be expanded so that 
the system (if only to ensure 
proper comprehensiveness) 
may use sources of confidential 
information? 

'Several control procedures have 
been built into the system, to en­
sure the quality of the data which 
will be produced. The tax authori­
ties will help the national statistical 
departments in drawing up the reg­
ister of those providing statistical 
information. 

It has to be pointed out that if 
there is a link, it runs from taxation 
to statistics, and not the other 
way. Only a limited amount of in­
formation will be transmitted, in­
volving overall and entirely anony­
mous data. There is a regulation 
which deals with the arrange­
ments for transmitting these data, 
and this ensures their use within 
well-defined limits. 

If this rule of anonymity should be 
breached for any reason whatso­
ever, there would obviously have 
to be another look at the regula­
tion which specifically marks out 
the restrictions on the use of this 
privileged relationship between 
taxation and statistics. 

Is there any risk of the system ex­
panding to cover other areas? 
Well, why not - if the ultimate pur­
pose is to make improvements in 
these areas and if, as in the case 
of Intrastat, everything is done 
properly with all the necessary 
rules and regulations to protect 
confidential information? Pro­
vided, of course, that the transmis­
sion of this flow of information 
serves only to improve the quality 
of statistics and in no way makes 
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it possible to arrive at any confi­
dential information which firms 
have given to the tax authorities.' 

POLICY AND RESOURCES 

Intrastat has hitherto used ef­
forts and resources seldom de­
ployed before. How is all this 
going to operate in the future? 

'All this has to be considered in re­
lation to the amount of information 
to be dealt with and to the role 
which statistics of this type have in 
economic terms. 

Furthermore, things had to be 
done quickly. We had to set up a 
new system for collecting data 
and train firms for their new job as 
declarants. The publicity cam­
paigns were important here. While 
the resources used may seem 
enormous as absolute figures, you 
have to look at them in relation to 
the number of people involved in 
compiling all these statistics. 

Everything is relative 

Until now firms paid forwarding 
agents to fill in some 50 million 
SADs every single year. Our sur­
veys revealed that the average 
cost of completing a single docu­
ment was about 30 ecus. Just 
think what the total cost must be! 

Most of the investment needed to 
develop the Intrastat system has 
in any case been borne by the 
Member States, who remain re­
sponsible for collecting the data. It 
is our job to support them so that 
they can cope with any new bur­
den which the Intrastat system 
brings. 

Pilot scheme 

Anyway, every precaution has 
been taken to ensure that this in­
vestment, quite considerable in 
some cases, will generally benefit 
other statistical or administrative 
areas which might run up against 
similar problems. You could say 
that Intrastat is a kind of pilot 
scheme for the introduction of new 
collection procedures and the 
launching pad for a highly ad­
vanced Europe-wide telematics 
network.' 

Planning 

Which directorates-general at 
the Commission were most in-
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volved in devising the new sys­
tem? What is the outlook for 
their future involvement? 

The decision-making process 
which led to the development of 
the Intrastat system was long and 
complicated, but the good thing 
was that it got all the countries in­
volved in devising the system, 
with consideration given to all the 
national viewpoints. Abrief history 
of the process3: 
• DGINS decision in favour of in­

troducing a new system (Pal­
mela, 1986); 

• meetings of the working party 
(Luxembourg, 1986-89); 

• drafting of the regulation (Lux­
embourg, 1988-89); 

• SPC4 approval (Nice, 1989) 
• consideration by the Council 

and cooperation with the Euro­
pean Parliament (Brussels, 
1989-92); 

• testing of the system by the 
NSIs (1992); 

• preparation by the working party 
of new implementing legislation 
(1992-93). 

'Among the Commission director­
ates-general which were involved, 
DG XXI (Customs and Indirect 
Taxation) had a part to play at vari­
ous times in devising the system, 
whether in relation to providing 
registers or transmitting guide-line 
values. Surveys were conducted 
among all the other DGs to find 
out what information they would 
still need after the disappearance 
of customs formalities at the Com­
munity's internal borders. 

The DGs making most use of our 
systems include: 
• DG I: External Relations; 
• DG II: Economic 

and Financial Affairs; 
• DG III: Internal Market 

and Industrial Affairs; 
• DG VI: Agriculture 
• DG XIV: Fisheries; 
• DG XXIII: Enterprise Policy, 

Distributive Trades, Tourism 
and Cooperatives. 

The future involvement of these 
various DGs will depend on how 
certain policies are developed (es­
pecially, aid for structural adjust­
ment, common agricultural policy, 
development aid, etc) or on how 
the objectives defined in certain 
treaties are pursued (the safe­
guard clause in the Lomé Conven­
tion, for example, requires accu­
rate knowledge of trade statistics).' 

WHAT FIRMS EXPECT 

Whether they have watched it de­
velop or been actively involved in 
its development (like many Euro­
pean organizations for various sec­
tors of industry), firms should soon 
discover the many advantages 
which the new Intrastat system 
will offer in terms of detailed, har­
monized and comparable data 
which will enable them to make 
the most of the new opportunities 
provided by the single market. 

A register of operators 

'From the start of the single mar­
ket, we shall have available - for 
the first time ever - a register of in­
tra-Community operators. We can 
expect that this will rapidly de­
velop into a register of all opera­
tors involved in trade (intra- and 
extra-Community). 

This great leap forward will pro­
vide new opportunities for statisti­
cal analysis, covering trade not 
only between the Member States 
but also between firms. This is 
very important when you think of 
product promotion activities and 
studies on market research and 
market penetration in various ar­
eas, etc. 

Information feedback 

"Information feedback" is probably 
what interests firms most. It will be 
possible to draw up tables, target­
ing specific branches of activity, 
which will enable firms to see how 
they stand in the European mar­
ket for products in the same 
branch in relation to firms of a simi­
lar size, etc. 

New products 

Special mention can be made 
here of CD-ROM Comext and the 
interface which exists between 
this medium and the software 
made available to firms for their 
declarations. 

The information which declarants 
will get in return could include: 
• general information, using the 

available CD-ROM; 
• specific information, under vari­

ous headings: 
- by sector of industry; 
- by class of income; 
- by size of firm; 
- etc. 

Hitting the target 

The information feedback must be 
properly targeted at firms and their 
sectors of activity. Thanks to the 
declarations which are submitted, 
we know the specific details of ac­
tivities, products, etc. 

Greater dissemination 

The "new European dimension" 
which Intrastat introduces will in­
volve greater collaboration be­
tween Eurostat and the NSIs in or­
der to provide firms with a proper 
service. With regard to the regis­
ters, the Member States have 
more detailed information than 
Eurostat and they are conse­
quently in a better position to de­
fine products for target groups of 
potential users. At any rate, what­
ever medium is used, it will be a 
good idea to use the system 
which is being introduced to make 
a greater effort towards dissemi­
nating statistical information.' 

Differing demands 

A lot of the Intrastat system is the 
result of compromise. Profes­
sional groups wanted very de­
tailed statistics while those who 
had to supply the information 
were looking for data at more ag­
gregated levels in order to lighten 
the response burden as much as 
possible. 

'As far as future developments are 
concerned, I feel that there will be 
a tendency to reduce rather than 
increase the number of headings 
in official statistics. There is a 
move at Community level towards 
simplifying rather than expanding 
the classification used for data in­
put, but we shall always do our 
best to meet the needs of firms, 
and it is through consultation with 
their federations that we shall at­
tempt to effect, in particular, the 
closest possible alignment be­
tween statistics on production and 
trade.' 

External borders 

'We have not forgotten that the 
elimination of checks at the Com­
munity's internal borders is likely 
to have repercussions as far as 
the statistics on extra-Community 
trade are concerned. 

As laid down by the basic regula­
tion, the statistics on extra-Com­
munity trade broken down by 
Member State will indicate only 
the locations where entry or exit 
formalities were carried out. The 
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fact is, however, that these loca­
tions will not necessarily be in the 
country of import or export. What 
effect is Intrastat going to have 
with regard to the exact location 
where the entry or exit formalities 
are carried out? There are a num­
ber of factors involved: ease of ap­
plication, varying rates of VAT (for 
a certain time), etc. 

We shall have to take a careful 
look at how firms manage in the 
first few months of the system's 
operation.' 

MODERN AND EFFICIENT 

Trans-European networks 

The collection and transmission of 
data on intra-Community trade 
can offer network designers an 
ideal opportunity for experimental 
and applied use, especially when 
you consider the number of opera­
tions involved (around 40 million!), 
the algorithmic simplicity of trade 
operations and the European 
scale of the exercise which the In­
trastat regulation provides. 

Comedi5 

It was In June 1990 that Eurostat 
started work on the Comedi pro­
ject, the main objectives of which 
are the definition and introduction 
of electronic tools and procedures 
designed to simplify the input and 
transmission of statistical data to 
and from the national institutes. 

More than 50% of the firms which 
will be involved in using the Intras­
tat system are already fairly com­
puterized, and half of them are al­
ready working with telematic 
networks. The Comedi project is 
designed to provide firms supply­
ing statistical information and na­
tional and Community depart­
ments, as well as the users of this 
information, with a modern and ef­
ficient infrastructure. 

Comedi will not affect the struc­
ture of tasks and those performing 
them (firms and local, national and 
Community centres) but will make 
it easier to carry out these tasks at 
the most suitable level. 

The hierarchical aspect of the ar­
chitecture which has been chosen 
is muted. The relational mode 
which was adopted provides 
greater opportunities for liaison be­
tween levels, since each level - re­
gardless of its hierarchical position 
- has greater scope for the compi­

lation and use of data, while re­
maining under the control of the 
particular link in the structure. 

In order to be in a position to col­
lect and process data in accord­
ance with the new standards and 
tools which have been proposed, 
the national and Community 
authorities will have to introduce a 
series of measures, designed to 
reconcile a number of differences 
between the administrations of the 
Member States. They should gen­
erally benefit from the 'portability' 
and 'interoperability' of the various 
elements in the system. 

Comedi was developed to ensure 
a trouble-free changeover from 
the old statistical system to the 
new and it thus provides Intrastat 
with the most modern information 
technology for the statistics on 
trade between the Member States. 

The introduction of Intrastat and 
the creation of a telematics net­
work mean that the national and 
Community statistical systems 
have to be adapted and harmo­
nized with particular regard to the 
following aspects: 
• impact of laws on processing 

systems; 
• system interfacing with collec­

tion centres; 
• dissemination host modules 

added to data bases; 
• link-up of systems. 

IDEP 
(Intrastat data entry package) 

The package developed by Euro­
stat offers a variety of functions 
and can be used with the least so­
phisticated computer resources. 
Its main features are: 
• data entry which can be based 

on existing administrative or ac­
counting procedures; 

• help with classification, using 
the combined nomenclature 
(CN8) and customized proce­
dures to take account of classifi­
cation systems already used by 
firms; 

• automatic verification to ensure 
systematic checks of the vari­
ous items; 

• preparation of the monthly statis­
tical declaration (in accordance 
with the specifications of the na­
tional authorities, on diskette or 
as an EDI message in compli­
ance with Edifact standards); 

• other feature: the programme 
can be used to produce internal 
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statistics and to develop market 
studies (see CD-Rom applica­
tions, below). 

CD-ROM Comext 

CD-ROM Comext (data on the 'ex­
ternal' trade of the Member 
States) is published each month 
by Eurostat and contains data at 
combined nomenclature level on 
the trading between the Member 
States for the previous period. It 
provides users with a whole range 
of opportunities for the generation 
and production of calculations, 
graphs, transfers, etc. 

To get an idea of where they stand 
in the market, firms will be able to 
make any comparison they want 
between their own statistics and 
those compiled at both national 
and Community level. 

Edifact: CusDec/lnstat message 

The Commission is giving every 
encouragement to the use of mod­
ern technologies in relations be­
tween industry and national 
authorities. The use of EDI (elec­
tronic data interchange) tech­
niques and, especially, the Edifact 
standard (ISO-9735) means that 
an 'electronic statistical declara­
tion' using a CusDec message be­
comes possible. 

This was developed by the MD-6 
working group of the Western 
European Edifact Board, the re­
gional UN/Edifact body working on 
United Nations rules for electronic 
data interchange for administra­
tion, commerce and transport. 

Eurostat will publish the full specifi­
cations of the CusDec/lnstat mes­
sage in the Official Journal of the 
European Communities. 

THE KEY TO SUCCESS 

'Whatever success is achieved by 
the various actions undertaken 
and by the introduction of the ar­
chitecture which supports them, in 
my view the key to the success of 
Intrastat will be the response rate 
on the part of firms. The system 
has been carefully devised. It is 
the outcome of a compromise be­
tween often conflicting demands. 
Its 'acceptance' by firms and their 
collaboration are vital if it is to be 
successful. 

Getting the message across 

It was for the benefit of firms that 
a large-scale publicity campaign 
was conducted in 1992, with the 
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aim of making them aware of the 
changes that were coming. There 
were three main objectives in this 
campaign: 
• to provide information which 

was as accurate and complete 
as possible; 

• to emphasize what was being 
done to make the declarants' 
work easier, by making all the 
necessary tools available to 
them; 

• to highlight the usefulness of 
"statistical information feed­
back", which firms could use for 
market studies and a variety of 
other business applications.' 

Encouraging the private sector 
Whatever tools are developed and 
however sophisticated they are, 
they are not intended to compete 
with the private sector. 

'The various tools which have 
been developed and everything 
else that is needed for their use 
(such as the combined nomencla­
ture and the alphabetical index in 
each language) are provided free 
of charge to the national admini­
strations, which are solely respon­
sible for deciding national policy 
for the most effective and wide­
spread marketing. Where data 
processing service companies are 
concerned, Eurostat makes no 
charge for supplying on request 
the operational specifications and 
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documentation relating to the prod­
ucts on offer, with the aim of facili­
tating their integration with com­
mercial computer products. 

What we are really attempting to 
achieve is to set a minimum qual­
ity standard for all the tools which 
might be marketed capable of 
dealing with Intrastat data.'6 

There is plenty of scope for devel­
opment in this area. 

Only the first step 
The introduction of Intrastat is 
only a first step. There is more to 
come in 1993. A new system of 
computerized data collection, us­
ing standardized procedures in 
the various Member States, will 
make it possible to think about ex­
tending the use of the system to 
other declarations (surveys of in­
dustry and services, etc) and to 
other statistical areas. 

If what firms are asked to do can 
be carried out in a single coordi­
nated fashion with the utmost de­
gree of standardization, this will 
permit - through the standards 
that are being introduced - new 
mutual exchanges between the 
trans-European networks that are 
now being set up within the Euro­
pean system for the collection and 
dissemination of statistical informa­
tion. 

1 Prodcom: see Regulation (EEC) No 
3249/91 (OJ L374 of 31 January 1991). 
2 Single administrative document, for­
merly used for customs declarations. 
3 Information provided by Mr Alberto De 
Michelis. 
4 Statistical Programme Committee. 
5 COMmerce EDI (electronic data inter­
change on trade). 
6 Interview with Mr Gilles Rambaud-
Chanoz, 9 October 1992. 
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METHODICAL SPIRIT 
Interview with Jacques Dispa and Jürgen Heimann 

Through the internal market, 
we intend to create competitive 
structures in the European 
Community. The opening-up of 
national markets is an impor­
tant step in that direction, since 
it is compelling firms to think 
more in European terms. And 
yet this is merely an intermedi­
ate step towards being able to 
compete successfully on the 
truly relevant market, the world 
market.'1 

Precise measurement of the vol­
ume of intra- and extra-Commu­
nity trade is more vital than 
ever and calls for patience, per­
severance and a methodical ap­
proach. 

Jacques Dispa 

Former head of the 'Methodology 
and Classifications' department 
within the External Trade Statistics 
division at the Institut National de 
Statistique, Brussels. Appointed to 
the Commission in 1970, since 
when he has continued to work in 
the same field. Head of Eurostat's 
Methodology and Classifications 
of statistics on international and in­
tra-Community trade unit since 
1987, in which capacity he has 
been responsible for the design 
and development of a new system 
for collecting statistics on intra-
Community trade. 

Jürgen Heimann 

Graduated in Economics from the 
University of Frankfurt/Main in 
1980. Awarded a grant from the 
Deutscher Akademischer Aus­
tauschdienst (German academic 
exchanges) to follow a course of 
advanced study at the 'Centre de 
planification et économie publique ' 
(planning and public economy cen­
tre) at the Sorbonne (Paris). 

Joined the Statistisches Bunde­
samt (Wiesbaden) in 1982 as sci­
entific assistant, where he sub­
sequently became head of the 
Methodology of Statistics on Exter­
nal Trade department. Joined the 
Commission in 1987, since when 
he has held various posts includ­
ing Chairman of the Combined No­
menclature Committee and Euro­
stat coordinator for work in 
connection with the unification of 
Germany and Austria's application 
for membership. Nevertheless, his 
main area of activity has been con­
tributing to the design and imple­
mentation of the new Intrastat sys­
tem. 
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METHODOLOGICAL 
CHANGES 
What will be the main effects of 
the Single Market which the 
methodology of international 
and intra-Community trade will 
have to take into account? 

Intrastat is not a new system for 
producing statistics but rather a 
new system for collecting data. 

A wide range of sources 
'We had to introduce a new sys­
tem of collecting information, 
since the traditional way - on the 
basis of customs documents, with 
all the checks which these formali­
ties entail - would no longer be 
possible. 

However, while the Intrastat sys­
tem is basically designed for the 
collection of information for the 
purpose of statistics on trade be­
tween Member States, it may also 
have implications for other statis­
tics on trade in goods, such as 
transit and storage statistics. 

There will be certain methodologi­
cal changes, mainly as regards 
collection, but the results we ex­
pect from these changes should 
be as close as possible to what 
we obtain now. 

Clearer dividing lines 

There have been no really radical 
changes as regards international 
trade. There will be a few minor 
adjustments, but these will largely 
be aimed at enabling the Member 
States to make a clearer distinc­
tion between their own trade with 
non-Member countries and opera­
tions carried out on their territory 
by other Member States. In other 
words, we will be helping them - if 
they wish - to draw a clearer divid­
ing line between their own imports 
and exports and those of the other 
Member States.'2 

Link-ups without mix-ups 
The system should work without 
any intervention on the part of the 
customs authorities. The Finance 
Ministers decided in 1989 that if 
the new statistics on intra-Commu-
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nity trade were to be reliable, a 
link must be established between 
statistics and an external adminis­
trative body, which would no 
longer be the customs authorities 
but the tax authorities. 

'This is what we have done, and 
we have tried to make the link 
both strong enough to ensure reli­
ability and loose enough to avoid 
any confusion between statistical 
operations and tax operations. 

Identification and verification, 
nothing more 

Obviously, we only want the tax 
data we need to ensure that the 
statistics are comprehensive and 
accurate. This is our main aim. 
The tax authorities will tell us who 
we are entitled to ask for statistical 
information and we will have es­
tablished a correspondence be­
tween parties responsible for pro­
viding statistical information and 
persons liable to account for VAT, 
in the broad sense. Consequently, 
we will be able to find out whether 
those who have conducted intra-
Community transactions over a 
given period have also made a 
corresponding statistical declara­
tion. 

Then we shall have data, for each 
VAT declarant, on the total 
amount involved in intra-Commu­
nity transactions in either direc­
tion, on both the dispatch and arri­
val sides. It will be possible to 
compare these amounts with the 
figures declared for statistical pur­
poses so as to check whether 
they tally or not. We will receive in­
formation from the tax authorities 
therefore, but this does not mean 
that we will give them any figures 
in return. Companies have noth­
ing to fear in this respect.'2 

INTRASTAT AND 
PRODCOM 

When they discover Intrastat, a 
lot of companies will also dis­
cover Prodcom. Will not the re­
cent introduction of this classifi­
cation result in distortions, 
which may aggravate the reper­
cussions which the launching 
of Intrastat may have on the 
quality of statistics on intra-
Community trade? 

The fact that Prodcom and Intras­
tat are being introduced virtually si­
multaneously is more a result of 
the completion of the Single Mar­
ket on 1 January 1993. 

Force of circumstance 

'Intrastat would have been intro­
duced even if Prodcom had not ex­
isted. Prodcom is primarily a clas­
sification for the purposes of 
statistics on intra-Community 
trade, the aim being to adapt the 
goods classification known as the 
"Combined Nomenclature", which 
will be used for intra-Community 
trade in the future but after 1993 
will no longer be subdivided into 
national sub-headings. 

Objective criteria 

This eight-digit Combined Nomen­
clature may or may not corre­
spond to the Prodcom list: in 
cases where it does not corre­
spond, requests are submitted to 
the Nomenclature Committee ask­
ing for it to be brought into line 
with the Prodcom list. These re­
quests may or may not be met. 
The Committee accepts or rejects 
them according to its objective cri­
teria.'2 

An interesting modification 

'There will undoubtedly be 
changes made to the goods classi­
fications, which will improve com­
parability between production sta­
tistics based on Prodcom and 
international trade statistics based 
on the Combined Nomenclature. 
The Prodcom headings are de­
fined by reference to the Com­
bined Nomenclature. The Prod­
com list is more likely to improve 
the quality of intra-Community 
trade statistics than to reduce it.'3 

Current difficulties 

'In terms of the Combined Nomen­
clature these are the sort of 
changes made every year. They 
will be made on the basis of re­
quirements as reflected in the 
Prodcom list. We do not expect 
Prodcom itself to result in any dis­
tortions and if we encounter any 
problems, these will be the day-to­
day problems which we will have 
to overcome every time a change 
in classification involves changes 
of habit for the parties responsible 
for providing information, who may 
forget one detail or another, go on 
as if the classification had not 
been changed or misinterpret the 
new classification.'2 

One classification, two fields 

These are the kind of problems 
which arise whenever any kind of 
habit needs to be changed. 

What links between Prodcom 
and Intrastat may be of interest 
to companies? 

'For purposes of analysis, there 
will certainly be new scope for 
studying the market and market 
developments and it is here that 
we can expect improvements. Im­
provements are perfectly feasible 
as we can see from the example 
of Denmark, which has for a long 
time been using the international 
trade classification (in a slightly 
modified form) for industrial sur­
veys too - in other words one and 
the same classification for the two 
fields.'3 

Prodcom and Comext 

'Certainly industrial production sta­
tistics could be based on an inter­
national trade classification in or­
der to permit comparisons and 
facilitate the calculation of appar­
ent consumption. We are all 
agreed on this point. However, cer­
tain difficulties became apparent 
when we noticed that companies 
were very poorly equipped to as­
sist in the production of an interna­
tional trade classification and 
would certainly not be able at pre­
sent to work on developing and 
updating such a classification. We 
have distanced ourselves some­
what, therefore, and are intending 
to redefine our approach to inter­
national trade so that we can set 
up, beginning in 1994, a Prodcom 
database which will be directly 
comparable with Comext. A lot of 
things still need to be settled be­
fore we can have databases 
which enable production and inter­
national trade (intra/extra) to be 
"mixed" and all the macro-eco­
nomic calculations which are at 
present impossible to be carried 
out. It seems fairly clear that in 
three or four years from now the 
Prodcom and Comext "products" 
will converge.'4 

A QUESTION OF VALUES 

How would you describe the de­
bate on the three proposed op­
tions for fixing the values to be 
declared, in other words value 
at border, invoiced amount or a 
combination of the two, and 
how long will the choice be left 
to the Member States? 

Definition of the value to be de­
clared was the subject of a large-
scale debate but it is not a new 
problem. 
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Not a new problem 

'We had come up against the prob­
lem of defining value previously. 
For the purposes of intra-Commu­
nity statistics at least, the defini­
tion was based on the concepts of 
CIF-FOB at border, which we re­
tained following discussions with 
the Member States, in spite of ob­
vious reluctance on our part. We 
have always felt that, after 1992, 
values should under no circum­
stances be defined relative to a 
border since, after all, borders are 
what we are hoping to abolish. 

However, on the insistence of the 
Member States, the value at the 
border of the Member State of dis­
patch or arrival will continue to be 
recorded as the statistical value. 

A clear distinction should be made 
between the statistical value 
(which relates to a clearly defined 
entity) and the "invoiced amount" 
which is referred to in this way in 
order to make it clear that it is the 
amount as indicated on the in­
voice. 

Comparing the comparable 

The purpose of the invoiced 
amount is not to provide particular 
statistical data with a view to draw­
ing up statistics proper, but rather 
to permit a comparison, again, 
with the information provided by 
the tax authorities regarding the 
amount of acquisitions and deliver­
ies entered in the periodical tax re­
turns submitted by the parties li­
able to account for VAT, who are 
also the providers of statistical in­
formation. The invoiced amount 
can itself relate to a wide range of 
different entities. Depending on 
the delivery terms, for example, in­
voiced amounts can relate to en­
tirely different things, and this 
amount is therefore not usable as 
such for the statistical value. 

We have decided, therefore, to 
use the statistical value described 
previously for each type of goods, 
in other words, generally speak­
ing, the CIF or FOB value, as ap­
propriate. The invoiced value will 
be used to compare the periodical 
statistical declarations with the pe­
riodical tax declarations. 

There is a certain combining of 
the two values in practice, there­
fore, but this combination is pro­
vided for in the Regulation on the 
application procedures, and leav­
ing the choice up to the Member 
States is in line with a fairly strin­
gent set of implementing rules, 

even if the Member States may 
still adapt the general rules accord­
ing to certain criteria.'2 

Flexibility and facility 

'Let us start with the invoiced 
amount, the statistical value and 
the types of goods. There is a sta­
tistical value for each type of 
goods but only one invoiced value 
for the total. However, there is no 
need for a breakdown - it is 
enough if we can compare the 
global figures. 

The first element of flexibility is 
that some Member States will 
wish to have the invoiced amount 
by type of goods. In this case they 
will calculate the statistical value 
themselves. They will ask their op­
erators to provide only one type of 
parameter and establish the statis­
tical value themselves on the ba­
sis of the invoiced amount and the 
delivery terms. 

'This is obviously relieving the bur­
den on enterprises since they will 
no longer be required to calculate 
the statistical value, which is a 
somewhat artificial value rooted in 
a statistical concept in contrast to 
the invoiced amount, which re­
flects commercial reality.'3 

'Other Member States will be 
greedier and take everything - the 
invoiced amount by type of goods 
and the statistical value by type of 
goods. They are perfectly at lib­
erty to do so, but they will have to 
defend their position to their opera­
tors in accordance with an explicit 
provision set out in the rules of ap­
plication.'2 

Simplification without 
imposition 

'We have taken a new tack in our 
simplification work. In the past, 
harmonization more often than not 
involved trying to impose the 
same practices on everyone, but 
now we are leaving a choice open 
in the initial stages and not impos­
ing a way of collecting data. We 
will have to reconsider whether 
our "invoiced amount" approach 
will be effective after the transi­
tional period on the basis of experi­
ence gained.'3 

'We must bear in mind that we are 
talking about a collection system, 
and what Eurostat must receive, 
for each type of goods, is the col­
lected or calculated statistical 
value, not the invoiced amount. 
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It is the statistical value (uniformly 
defined) which we will continue to 
publish by type of goods.'2 

Overheads and other costs 

Will not the cost of overheads 
(insurance, transport, etc.) dis­
tort the actual goods statistics 
too much? How can this distor­
tion be minimised? 

'The answer to this question can 
be found in the very definition of 
the statistical value, since this in­
cludes overheads up to a given 
border in both cases, in other 
words up to the exit border in the 
Member State of dispatch or the 
entry border in the Member State 
of destination. 

In this respect nothing has 
changed, so there should be no 
differences either between past 
and future results or in the con­
cept of statistical value in trade 
with non-Member countries. " ,2 

The same populations 

As we have seen, Intrastat is 
based on information from the 
VAT authorities, which will -
among other things - make it pos­
sible to ascertain which operators 
are obliged to fill in periodical sta­
tistical declarations. 

What changes will there be in 
the methodological treatment 
resulting from this 'tax link'? 

'As soon as it was decided to es­
tablish a link with the tax authori­
ties so that data from that source 
could be used to guarantee the 
quality of the statistics, we had to 
take the necessary steps to en­
sure that all the conditions for com­
parability were met. You cannot 
use different populations, and if 
you do, you have very little 
chance of satisfactory comparabil­
ity. 

Our aim, therefore, is to make the 
population of parties responsible 
for providing statistical information 
coincide with the parties liable to 
account for VAT returns. Conse­
quently, there will be movements 
of goods which are no longer re­
corded under intra-Community 
trade for the simple reason that 
the operator in question is not 
obliged to provide statistical infor­
mation because he is not liable to 
account for VAT. 

Private individuals are an exam­
ple. Once they are excluded be­
cause they are not liable to ac­
count for VAT, you obviously have 
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no way of keeping track of the 
movements of goods for which 
they are responsible. This, by the 
way, suits us very well, since we 
have tried to reduce the burden 
on the parties responsible for pro­
viding information to a minimum, 
and in this way private individuals 
have no obligations whatsoever in 
this respect. 

CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP 

Does trade in goods or even serv­
ices between Community opera­
tors necessarily imply a physical 
movement? In law it is generally 
necessary and sufficient for a sim­
ple agreement to be made on the 
item and price in question for a 
sale or purchase, in other words 
trade, to be deemed to have taken 
place. Legally speaking, the sale 
has been made even before the 
price has been paid and the item 
delivered. Would it not be better if 
measurement of trade coincided 
more closely with changes of own­
ership? 

Under the Intrastat system, the 
obligation to provide statistical 
information arises from the li­
ability to tax, which depends on 
the point in time at which the 
goods are actually acquired. 
The acquisition and movement 
of goods are taken to be the 
same thing. And what about 
transactions concerning goods 
in storage, for example? 

'We have to some extent adopted 
the concept used by the tax 
authorities to determine when tax 
is due, particularly to ensure that 
the statistical periods correspond 
with the tax periods. 

The reference periods must 
coincide 

A statistical reference period of 
three months therefore corre­
sponds to a tax quarter. There 
may well be some overlapping, 
since the regulations stipulating 
when tax is payable state that if 
the invoice is not drawn up imme­
diately, the tax is payable not later 
than the 15th of the month follow­
ing the month in which the move­
ment took place. Thus, there may 
be some slight shifts compared 
with the present situation, but the 
tax authorities have already as­
sured us that in most cases there 
has been no reason why the in­
voice could not be drawn up right 
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at the outset of a movement. Pro­
vided things don't get out of hand, 
there will be no major problems. 

Storage and transit 

This question forms the subject of 
a proposal for a supplementary 
Regulation. Because of their geo­
graphical situation or their com­
mercial, industrial or transport in­
frastructure, some Member States 
need these statistics more than 
others, since there may be major 
movements which the Member 
States in question wish to keep a 
close eye on so that they can, for 
example, adapt the logistical infra­
structures as required. 

When we speak of transit we do 
not mean just transit pure and sim­
ple, i.e. goods simply passing 
through a Member State. We are 
talking about "interrupted transit", 
which involves the breaking of 
loads, in which cases the Member 
States involved need to be able to 
manage a whole infrastructure 
problem which may involve sea­
ports, airports and major road 
haulage depots etc. They need ac­
curate statistics to keep abreast of 
all this. 

Reasons of principle 

This field is very important for 
Member States in which there is a 
great deal of traffic of this kind. 
However, the matter has been 
held up by the European Parlia­
ment for various reasons. We 
hope we can get things moving 
again in the near future.'2 

Acquisitions and transfers 

Matching concepts? 

'Acquisitions are treated in the 
same way as movements. How­
ever, they do not exclusively in­
volve commercial transactions 
(buying/selling) but also transfers -
in other words, movement of 
goods from one Member State to 
another - to a storage depot, for 
example - without any buying or 
selling necessarily taking place. 
Movements of this kind are in­
cluded in the tax declarations and 
thus the concept used for taox pur­
poses is the same as ours •3 

Telling figures 

'To give a few examples: 
• interrupted transit in the Nether­

lands in 1990 (intra-Community 
only) totalled some 22 million 
tonnes 

• in Belgium 30 million tonnes 
over the same period; 

• the total value of traffic for stor­
age in Germany in 1991 was 
DM 57 000 million. 

Thus we are talking about major 
quantities which we are trying to 
enable the Member States to 
cover by means of the supplemen­
tary Regulation mentioned pre­
viously. 

Lack of time 

'We would undoubtedly have been 
able to deal with transit and stor­
age statistics in the basis Regula­
tion if we had had the time, but we 
didn't. We hope to be able to set­
tle this problem by the end of the 
year.'2 

WHAT ABOUT THE 
SERVICES SECTOR? 

Balance of payments 

In some Member States, the serv­
ices sector employs up to 60% of 
the active population and ac­
counts for an equivalent share of 
GNP. This is not at present in­
cluded in statistics on intra-Com­
munity trade. 

What progress has been made 
on the methodological work 
aimed at developing a statisti­
cal system for international and 
intra-Community transactions 
in services along the same 
lines as the system covering in­
dustrial companies? What are 
the main difficulties involved? 

'Whatever Eurostat's intentions 
may have been over the last few 
years, we are still recording serv­
ices only for the purpose of bal­
ance of payments statistics. 

We have no particular philosophy 
which would make it possible to 
align the collection of statistics on 
trade in services with the collec­
tion of statistics on trade in goods. 

Wait and see! 

Development of statistics on serv­
ices is included in the Statistical 
Programme for 1993 to 1997, as 
regards both intra-Community 
trade and transactions with non-
Member countries. 

Let us wait and see first of all how 
companies react to what we are 
asking of them now. They will 
have to adopt new habits and new 
attitudes, and when we see that 
the Intrastat system is operating 
satisfactorily we will be better 
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placed to adapt it to include statis­

tics on services. Let us not try to 

do everything at once.'
2 

Which services? 

'It will probably be easy to adapt 

the system to cover services 

closely connected with transac­

tions involving goods, such as 

transport and insurance etc. We 

will have to investigate thoroughly 

the field to be covered before we 

collect other information on trade 

in services.'
3 

NOT FORGETTING THE 
SMEs 

The SMEs will very probably be 

the ones to benefit most from the 

introduction of Intrastat, as some 

of them will no longer be required 

to provide statistical information 

on their intra­Community trade. 

Changing the methodology 

'When the annual "turnover", in 

the sense of the value of intra­

Community transactions, is below 

a certain limit, many of these 

SMEs do not have to submit tax 

(VAT) declarations. They will there­

fore not be required to make statis­

tical declarations either. 

Here too, therefore, we are chang­

ing the methodology. All the 

amounts handled by these compa­

nies, however substantial they are 

when taken separately, will no 

longer be covered by the statistics. 

There are also the thresholds 

which go beyond the obligations 

vis­à­vis the tax authorities. The 

first threshold, which we have just 

mentioned in connection with 

SMEs, is in effect fixed by the tax 

authorities, whereas the second, 

the assimilation threshold, is a sta­

tistical threshold which neverthe­

less simply refers to the tax decla­

rations, with the result that the 

periodical tax declarations are for 

all practical purposes identical to 

the periodical statistical declara­

tions. But what do the tax declara­

tions contain? From the point of 

view of statistics, they contain two 

global amounts ­ one for dis­

patches and one for arrivals ­ for 

a given period. These figures can­

not be broken down again; they 

can only be used at a very aggre­

gated level to provide statistical re­

sults for a given period. These 

global amounts must be ex­

panded as regards both dis­

patches and arrivals. 

Limited effects 

However, we should add that 

everything is kept within reason­

able limits. Overall, we lose only 2­

3% accuracy, so that the phe­

nomenon observed is 97­98% 

covered even after all these simpli­

fications. 

This loss is obviously not very no­

ticeable at the global level, but as 

soon as the figures are broken 

down again by type of goods it 

may have a considerable effect in 

certain cases. For example, if the 

parties benefiting from one type of 

simplification or another are rela­

tively large operators concentrat­

ing on only one or two products, 

the products in question may dis­

appear from the field of observa­

tion, or at least be considerably re­

duced. 

Community and national levels 

The basic Regulation provides for 

the supply of a whole series of 

data, which can be Community 

data or exclusively national data 

chosen by the Member States ac­

cording to their needs. At the Com­

munity level, all we are asking for 

are the essential data together 

with the data which the party in 

question is required to provide in 

the Member State in which he 

makes his declaration. 

In line with tax ρ rovi s ione 

At any rate, we do not expect any 

major difficulties after the adapta­

tion period and the inevitable 

teething­troubles are over. The 

Member States will take on the 

task of informing their operators of 

the situation, and the operators 

will very soon learn what their sta­

tistical obligations consist of. They 

will all be able to classify them­

selves in one of the following cate­

gories: 

• excluded; 

• assimilated (which comes down 
to the same thing as excluded, 
since we will have aggregated 
information taken from the tax 
declarations; 

• simplified, i.e. required to pro­
vide only very little information 
in the periodical declarations, or 

• detailed, i.e. required to answer 
all the questions. 

Everyone is now familiar with the 

statistical thresholds, which were 

supposed to be and were, more or 

less, published by 31 August 1992 

in all the Member States. 

Insight into Eurostat 

The first year of implementation 

will inevitably involve some difficul­

ties and uncertainties. This always 

happens when a major change is 

made ­ and the abolition of cus­

toms borders is after all a major 

change!'
2 

MORE INDEPENDENT 
STATISTICS OVERALL 

The basic Regulation states that 

by 1996 the Commission must 

draw up a report on the operation 

of Intrastat during the transitional 

period. 

'We are going to collect informa­

tion not only on the relatively unim­

portant incidents that occur but 

also on incidents which happen 

often enough to suggest that there 

are certain design faults in the sys­

tem and indicate certain changes 

which could be made. 

We are in a situation where the 

relative independence of the statis­

tics is also the source of their rela­

tive weakness. However, this is an 

extremely interesting experiment 

since the link between statistics 

and taxes on which Intrastat is 

based is in no way comparable 

with the former link between the 

customs authorities and statistics ­

it is less direct. Statistics have 

thus become more independent 

and will have to continue to de­

serve this independence by con­

vincing operators that it is also in 

their interests to have reliable, 

complete and up­to­date statistics, 

the usefulness of which many of 

them are only now beginning to re­

alize.'
2 
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New items 

E NVIRONMENT STATISTICS 
Second edition 

This edition of environment sta­
tistics has been improved by 
the inclusion of new series, 
mainly covering waste-water 
treatment, recycling, transport, 
agriculture and some of the re­
sults of the Commission's 
Corine programme. 

AIMS 

To monitor what is happening 

By appearing at regular intervals, 
this publication provides a system­
atic, standardized set of regular, 
official statistics, enabling users to 
follow Community action on the 
environment. 
In this way it helps meet the grow­
ing need for information high­
lighted in the Fifth Community pro­
gramme 'Towards Sustainability: a 
European Community Programme 
of Policy and Action in relation to 
the Environment and Sustainable 
Development', and in the 1992 
Commission report on 'The State 
of the Environment in the EC' pub­
lished at the same time. 

To target objectives 
This programme incorporates the 
environmental objectives of the 
Maastricht Treaty: promotion of 
sustainable development that safe­
guards the environment, achieve­
ment of a high level of protection, 
inclusion of environmental protec­
tion requirements in other Commu­
nity policies and, on the interna­
tional level, promotion of 
measures to combat regional or 
global environmental problems. 

To put the statistics in context 

This publication is also intended 
to supplement the Commission re­
port on 'The State of the Environ­
ment in the EC' by placing the sta­
tistics used in a coherent 
statistical context, thus enabling 
developments to be monitored 
over time and simplifying geo­
graphical comparisons. 

A JOINT EFFORT 

This work is the product of close 
cooperation between Eurostat and 
the statistical services of the Mem­
ber States, other Commission de­
partments (in particular DG XI, 
which is responsible for the Envi­
ronment, Nuclear Safety and Civil 
Protection, including the task 
force preparing the future Euro­
pean Environment Agency) and 

various international statistical or­
ganizations, including the OECD. 
The purpose was to obtain se­
lected data using a single ques­
tionnaire for all the Member 
States. 

CONTENTS 

The statistics collected are to pro­
vide: 
• indicators which enable the ef­

fects on the environment of ex­
isting Community policies to be 
checked and monitored; 

• quantitative data to assist the 
drafting of new Community poli­
cies on the environment in ar­
eas identified as requiring prior­
ity treatment; 

• the information needed to in­
clude the environment in other 
Community policies; 

• the basic data needed to as­
sess the impact of public and 
private projects on the environ­
ment. 

The criteria selected 

Since virtually all data have some 
bearing on the environment, it 
was with a specific goal in mind 
that certain statistical series were 
selected. They satisfy the follow­
ing criteria: 
• they have a direct bearing on 

current Community policies on 
the environment; 

• there is a direct link with the pri­
ority areas for future Community 
action on the environment; 

• data of reasonable quality are 
available for at least eight Mem­
ber States; 

• chronological series are avail­
able (since indicators on the en­
vironment can often be inter­
preted only by looking at 
long-term trends); 

• they provide basic indicators, 
e.g. data on population, agricul­
tural area and gross national 
product, which are used in the 
presentation of all statistics on 
the environment; 

• they comply with standard statis­
tical nomenclatures and method­
ology. 



eurostat 
As far as possible, the nomencla­
ture and methods used for collect­
ing and publishing statistics on the 
environment comply with the 
standards and concepts drawn up 
by the OECD and the United Na­
tions Economic Commission for 
Europe (ECE). 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS 

New items 

Enlargement to include the EEA 
Now that, in the context of the 
European Economic Area, the 
EFTA countries have adopted the 
Community statistical programme, 
the next edition will include data 
from these countries. Most of the 
data will be obtained via the EFTA 
countries' national statistical of­
fices. 

The inclusion of the 
environment 
The development of the publica­
tion will depend on the progress of 
the work undertaken by Eurostat, 
the Member States' statistical serv­
ices and the international statisti­
cal organizations on the harmoni­
zation of concepts and methods 
and on the process of data valida­
tion. Above all, it will depend on 
the rate of integration of environ­
mental problems in the socio-eco­
nomic statistical system. 

HOW TO ORDER 

'Environment Statistics' (catalogue 
No.: CA-72-91-100-3A-C) can be 
obtained at the price of ECU 11 
(excluding VAT) from the sales of­
fices of the Office for Official Publi­
cations of the European 
Communities, the addresses of 
which are listed on the inside of 
the back cover. 
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News items 

Β ASIC STATISTICS OF THE COMMUNITY 
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Publication of the 29th edition - 1992 
A reference work 

With the completion of the Sin­
gle Market, it is becoming in­
creasingly necessary to identify 
the main parameters of the 
forces at work in the Commu­
nity. The purpose of 'Basic Sta­
tistics' remains that of improv­
ing information on the Member 
States' similarities and differ­
ences. 

DATA AT YOUR 
FINGERTIPS 

This annual publication, produced 
in pocket-size format in each of 
the nine official Community lan­
guages, is particularly useful for 
quick reference, which is simpli­
fied by a series of colour graphs. 
This is a particularly useful format, 
since it enables immediate visual 
comparisons to be made between 
the various states or groups of 
states. 

CONTENTS 

General trends 

The publication, which consists of 
around 300 pages, provides statis­
tics on the main economic and so­
cial trends in the Community, such 
as standards of living, unemploy­
ment, the structure of consump­
tion and the environment. 

The statistics are classified by 
chapter and subdivided into sec­
tions: 
• Economy and finance (regional 

accounts, finance and balance 
of payments); 

• Population and social conditions 
(population, education, employ­
ment and social protection); 

• Energy and industry (industrial 
production, energy and iron and 
steel); 

• Agriculture, forestry and fisher­
ies (production, consumption, 
balances, structure, prices, eco­
nomic accounts and fisheries); 

• Foreign trade; 
• Services and transport; 
• Environment. 
'Basic Statistics' sets out the main 
aggregates for each Member 
State and for EUR 12 as a whole. 
It also provides comparisons with 
the other European countries (Tur­
key, Norway, Sweden, Switzer­
land, Austria and Finland) and 
with the main economic partners 
in the rest of the world. 

More detailed information 

After the overall indicators have 
been set out, more detailed indica­
tors are systematically used to de­
scribe, wherever possible, more 
precise circumstances (e.g. by 
branch of activity, region, etc.). 

HOW TO ORDER 

'Basic Statistics of the 
Community' (catalogue 
No.: CA-73-92-740-EN-C) 
can be obtained at the price 
of ECU 10 (excluding VAT) from 
the sales offices of the Office for 
Official Publications of the Euro­
pean Communities, the addresses 
of which are listed on the inside of 
the back cover. 
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