








This paper describes the coherence
between compulsory education and
upper secondary education, which
in Sweden includes both vocational
and general education, in addition
to adult education in different forms.

The most important principle of
Swedish education is equality of
opportunity. The compulsory school
is a comprehensive school, without
streaming, open to all, independent
of social or ethnic background or
geographical context. All young
people up to the age of 20 have the
right to begin studies in the upper
secondary school. Adult education
(for persons 20 years of age and
older) has been called the “jewel in
the crown” of Sweden’s educational
system.

The second all-embracing principle
of the Swedish school system is a
new steering system which
operates through management by
objectives and results, and not by
rules. This is a recent development.
For many years control of Swedish
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schools was heavily centralized.
Whereas in the old management
system the State concentrated on
the input of different kinds of
resources, the new allocation of
responsibilities concentrates on
educational outcome.

The State lays down nationwide
goals and guidelines for schools
and evaluates the results.
Parliament makes general policy
decisions on the objectives, time
schedules and marking systems for
the different types of schools. The
Government decides on the
curriculum, the syllabi for the
compulsory school and on the core
subjects of the upper secondary
school and public adult education.
The National Agency for Education
decides on all other syliabi. For
locally determined subjects, the
syllabi are decided by the
municipalities. Every syllabus
expresses the knowledge the pupils
shall have on completion of their
studies.
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