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The development of Open Network Provision (ONP) is intended to
create open access to networks for innovative services, which will
be crucial for the evolution of an open common market for telecom-
munications by 1992.

ONP conditions are a well defined set of definitions for access to
and-use of the telecommunications infrastructure on a Community-
wide basis. These definitions include technical interfaces, usage
and supply conditions and tariff principles. ONP conditions have
been developed for leased lines and are in the process of develop-
ment for public data networks.

The Commission of the European Communities (CEC) is launching
studies into the following areas where the ONP concept may be ap-
plied: (a) Voice Telephony, (b) Integrated Services Digital Net-
work (ISDN), (c) Intelligent Networks, (d) Co-existing Services on
Local Cable Distribution Networks (Data over Voice - DOV) and
(e) Broadband Networks.

Studies on the Application
of
Open Network Provision

In addition an accompanying study will be conducted that will eval-
uate and compare the developments of ONP and the US concept of
Open Network Architecture (ONA). This will also include an anal-
ysis of the respective policies and their mutual impact.

Voice Telephony Services are generally considered to have signif-
icant potential for the development of a wide range of value added
services. Moreover, the public voice telephony service is singled
out in the Green Paper on Telecommunications as a service where
member states may well wish to maintain monopoly rights for na-
tional public network operators. The CEC is therefore contracting
an independent study on 'The application of the Open Network
Provision (ONP) concept to Voice Telephony Services.’

(Continued overleaf)
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Late News
Launching of IX]

The Pilot International X.25 Infrastruc-
ture (IX|) Backbone Service was offi-
cially inaugurated on Friday, 8 June
1990 by the Commission of the Euro-
pean Communities (CEC) and PTT
Telecom of the Netherlands at a cere-
mony held in the Hague. Other Tele-
communication Administrations and
European research networking organ-
isations were also present.

The IX1 pilot service will have a dura-
tion of twelve months and it is the first
major activity of the EUREKA COSINE
project implementation phase. The
service provides packet switched data
communications at an access speed of
64 Kbit/s. The ability to access the IXI
service at such a speed and with con-
sistent quality of service throughout
the 20 COSINE countries makes the

. availability of the IX| service a major
milestone in European research net-
working. From now on European
researchers will have all the advantag-
es that X.25 service provides and will
no longer need to contend with the
constraints and restrictions that were
encountered when the public interna-
tional service was being used.

PTT Telecom were awarded a contract
last Autumn by the CEC for provision
of a pilot Europe-wide interconnection
of computer networks for researchers.
The CEC is contributing the major por-
tion of the funds on behalf of the
Community and its

Member States from the budget of the
Esprit programme, while the other
non-Community COSINE states are to
provide the remainder.

Following RARE’s specifications, IXI
uses data communications protocols
that conform to the CCITT X.25 (84)
set of recommendations and allows
connectivity to X.25 (80) subnetworks.
Since November 1989, some 20
research networks and a number of
public packet-switched data networks
within the COSINE countries have
been connected to the IXI Backbone
via X.25 access points at a line speed
of 64 Kbit/s. Public data networks have
been connected via X.75 access
points and the same line speed.

The IXI service can be accessed via
the national research networks and
some selected PDPDN’s. Further in-
formation can be obtained from the
national research networking organi-
sations or the IXI Project Team at the
RARE Secretariat.

Further details see page 15.
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STUDIES ON THE APPLICATION
OF
OPEN NETWORK PROVISION

The Application of the ONP
Concept to
Voice Telephony Services.

The study now under way will devise
a suitable framework for the definition
of ONP conditions for voice telephony
services. Key issues will be identified
which are relevant to access, usage
and supply conditions and tariff prin-
ciples appropriate for voice telephony
services in the Europe of the nineties.

ISDN is expected to become a pre-
dominant network infrastructure in
Europe during the 90s and in anticipa-
tion of its full-scale implementation,
the CEC is sponsoring an independent
study on “The application of the Open
Network Provision Concept to ISDN”’.

This study outlines appropriate “open
provision” scenarios and correspond-
ing regulatory arrangements for ISDN
services and particularly focuses on
determining the technical access ar-
rangements and the required supple-
mentary service features to be consid-
ered in the context of ONP.

The Application of the Open Net-
work Provision Concept to the
Integrated Services Digital Net-

work (ISDN).

On the basis of an open tender invita-
tion OVUM Ltd. and the European
Telecommunications Consultancy Or-
ganisation (ETCO) were selected to
conduct the study which involved con-
sultation with all interested parties of
the twelve Member States. The results
of the completed study will be present-
ed at a workshop in Brussels on 10
July 1990.

The two selected companies have es-
tablished expertise in respective areas
essential for a balanced study, OVUM
in market research and ETCO in tele-
communications network develop-
ment, ISDN plans and standardisation.

The work already undertaken by the
International Telegraph and Tele-
phone  Consultative = Committee
(CCITT) and the European Telecom-
munications  Standards - Institute
(ETSI) has been incorporated in the
study.

A Workshop, in the context of the
study, was also held on 6 February
1990 to examine the proposals devel-
oped by OVUM as a result of their
market analysis. User organisations,
telecommunications  operators . and
other interested parties, who assisted
OVUM in providing information for
the study were invited. The event pro-
vided an opportunity for an exchange
of views at this early stage of study de-
velopment of ONP conditions for
ISDN.

Intelligent Networks are generally
considered to have significant poten-
tial for the development of a wide
range of value added services. Open
Network provision has a role to play in
this development and in the context of
rapid development of the principles of
ONP, the CEC is sponsoring an inde-
pendent study on the interrelations be-
tween the “Open Network Provision
Concepts and Intelligent Networks”.

This study is intended to identify key
issues relevant to current knowledge
and possible future developments of
Intelligent Networks and associated
services. In particular the study will
consider the scope of application and

outline appropriate strategies for ap-
plying IN capabilities in the provision
of ONP services.

The Interrelations
between Open Network
Provision Concepts and
Intelligent Networks (IN)

As a result of the invitation to tender
the European Telecommunications
Consultancy Organisation (ETCO),
together with Technology Investment
Partners (TIP) as sub-contractors,
were selected to conduct the study
which will involve consultation with
interested = parties throughout the
Member States and beyond. The study
began during the first quarter of 1990
and is expected to be completed by the
third quarter of 1990.

The local distribution networks which
at present are usually provided by the
Telecommunications Administrations
as part of the reserved public network
infrastructure constitute a very expen-
sive and generally underutilised re-
source. Data-Over-Voice (DOV) and
other techniques now provide the
means by which this resource can be
exploited economically to support co-

Co-Existing Services on Local
Cable Distribution Networks
(Data over Voice - DOV) in the
Context of Open Network
Provision (ONP).

existing services_on individual local
two-wire or four-wire customers’ cir-
cuits. The new capacity represented by
this resource could well be used to de-.
liver value added services and in this
context ONP conditions for access
may be developed. It is therefore con-
sidered opportune for the Commission
to sponsor an independent study on
“Co-existing Services on local cable
distribution Networks (Data over
Voice - DOV) in the context of ONP.”




A study now underway will identify
and evaluate key technical, regulatory
and market harmonisation issues rele-
vant to the introduction and develop-
ment of value added services in the lo-
cal distribution network. In particular
the study will give special consider-
ation to the issues relevant to the
multi-vendor operations involving
parallel (shared) use of local network
resources between Telecommunica-
tions Administrations and Private Ser-
vice Operators. The results should be
known by the autumn of 1990.

The broadband networks and services
now being developed or proposed in
accordance with national and interna-
tional development projects and par-
ticularly in accordance with the RACE
programme are anticipated to evolve

tions resources. These resources will
offer opportunities for value added

The Application of Open
Network Provision Principles to
the Broadband Networks.

services using the increased capabili-
ties of broadband facilities. Early ap-
plication of the concept of ONP to IBC
has been recognised by the RACE Re-
quirements Board as an important step
in the regulatory environment towards
a harmonised early implementation of
IBC in Europe. The CEC has decided,
therefore, to sponsor an independent
study on “The application of the ONP
principles in Broadband Networks, to
determine the appropriate provision
conditions .and wider regulatory ar-
rangements necessary to ensure open
access to and use of broadband net-
works throughout the Community in
accordance with ONP principles.

into major integrated telecommunica-

The different regulatory environments
that exist in the Community and the
United States have resulted in differ-
ent approaches to achieving a common
goal - encouraging the growth of value
added services. Both approaches have

Interrelations between
Evolving Concepts of
Open Network Provision and
Open Network Architecture.

now resulted in proposals that are in an
advanced stage of development. The
CEC is to sponsor an independent
study on “The Interrelations between
the Evolving Concepts of ONP and
ONA”. The study will be a detailed
evaluation of the developments of
ONA and ONP together with an anal-
ysis of the respective policies and their
mutual impact.The results of this study
are due by the autumn of 1990.

A workshop, in the context of the
study was held on 10 April 1990 with
participants from Europe and the Unit-
ed States including telecommunica-
tions organisations, enhanced service
providers, users, manufacturers, regu-

latory bodies and independent experts -

on the telecommunications industry
and regulatory frameworks. The
Workshop provided an opportunity for
the participants to present their views
and take part in open discussions on
the two concepts - ONP and ONA -
that are the cornerstone in the develop-
ment of worldwide telecommunica-
tions.

For further information, contact:

J. TOSCANO
DG XIII D2
Brussels

HESE el R S A e e i
STUDIES ON THE APPLICATION
OF |
'OPEN NETWORK PROVISION

Open Systems in
Business

This is the title chosen by the National
Computer Users Forum (U.XK.) for
their conference scheduled for 25 - 27

-September 1990 at the University of

Nottingham. The event is supported by
the Department of Trade and Industry
and is aimed to underline DTI’s Open
Systems Technology Transfer Pro-
gramme which was launched in May
1989 to promote awareness of the need
for, and benefits of, Open Systems to
business enterprises.

The Conference will address the key
issues facing IT professionals in plan-
ning and implementing their IT strate-
gies for the 1990°s and beyond with
specific reference to the challenge and
impact of Open Systems, which will
not only affect the technical infrastruc-
ture of an organisation, but will strike
at the core of operation and manage-
ment of an enterprise.

Topics to be discussed at the Confer-
ence will not only deal with the busi-
ness issues surrounding Open Systems
and provide guidance in evaluation of .
Open Systems for application in enter-
prises, but also system security, prod-
uct availability and OSI management.

Further details can be obtained. from:

NATIONAL COMPUTER USERS
FORUM

PO BOX 18

BEESTON .

NOTTINGHAM NG9 3LT

Fax: +44 602 280823

The DTI supports a small number of Demon- -
strator projects to allow organisations to follow
the progress of ’live’ Open Systems implementa-
tion projects. Information on the DTI's Open
Systems Technology Transfer Programme with
practical guides and case study material can be
obtained from:

DTI-Open Systems Information
Room 712, Kingsgate House
66 - 74 Victoria Street
LONDON SWIE 6SW




In today’s world there are a number of
parties interested in Open Systems,
which can be broadly grouped into:

Government Procurement Specifi-
cations:
GOSIP, EPHOS, IPSIT;
User Specifications:
MAP, TOP;
Vendor Associations:
SPAG, COS, POSI, OSI NMF, X/
OPEN, Unix international, OSF;
Interoperability Demonstrators:
EurOSInet, OSIone;
Standards Bodies:
ISO, CEN/CENELEC/CEPT, BSI/
AFNOR/UNI/DIN/ON/IBN/DS/
SFS/ELOT/NSAI/NNI/NSF/IPQ/
SIS/S/ON/IBN/DS/SFS/ELOT/
NSAI/NNI/NSF/IPQ/SIS/SNYV,
ECMA, ANSI/IEEE;
Functional Standards Creation:
EWOS, ETSI, NIST, OIW;
Accreditation/Certification Ar-
rangements:
ECITC, NIST, TITN, DANET, Ida-
com,
Consortia:
SPAG CCT;
Tool Developers:
Fraunhofer, NCC, TNC, SPAG;
Coordination Groups:
MLFF/TLFF, ITRSG, NMF/COS/
SPAG, COS/SPAG, CPS- Forum,
COS/ITRC, RWS - CC

Many of these bodies have linkages
with one another. (See below). The
above demonstrates:

- The enormous complexity;

- the need to develop a strategy
which reverses the trend and leads to
a reduction in the numbers of rele-
vant bodies;

PARTIES INTERESTED IN OPEN
SYSTEMS

- the need to understand the key
players through which major lever-
age can be obtained.

GLOSSARY

AFNOR Association Francaise de
Normalisation - non-governmental
French standards organisation repre-
sented on ISO Technical Committee
97.

ANSI Amefican National Standards
Institute - US member of ISO

AOW Asia Oceanic OSI Workshop -
regional workshop to coordinate the
development of proposed draft Inter-
national Standardised Profiles
(pdISPs); AOW is currently reviewing
OSI Profiles with EWOS and NIST

BSI British Standards Institute -
national standards body which feeds
into ISO

CEN/CENELEC European Commit-
tee for Standardisation - the European
Counterpart of ISO/ European Com-
mittee for Electrotechnical Standardis-
ation - the European counterpart of the
IEC (International Electrotechnical
Commission).

CEPT European Conference of Posts
and  Telecommunications - the
European counterpart of CCITT.

CNMA-CCT A Communication Net-
work for Manufacturing Applications -
Conformance Testing.

COS The US based corporation for
Open Systems.

DIN Deutsches Institut fiir Normung
- West German standards organisation
which contributes to ISO

DS Dansk Standardiseringsrad - the
Danish member of ISO

ECITC European Committee for In-
formation Technology/Testing Certifi-
cation - initiative to harmonise
certification and accreditation in EC
and EFTA countries.

ELOT Hellenic Organisation for
Standardisation - the Greek contribu-
tor to CEN/CENELEC

ECMA European Computer Manu-
facturers Association - originally set
up to develop standards for the com-
puter industry and currently very ac-
tive in upper layer protocols

EDIFACT  Electronic Data Inter-
change for Administration, Commerce
and Transport- a standard developed
by Working Group 4 of UN/ece (Unit-
ed Nations Economic Commission of
Europe), ratified by ISO, defining in-
formation type for international elec-
tronic trade interchange.

EPHOS European Procurement
Handbook for Open Systems - France,
Germany and the U.K. are currently
working on the specification of a Euro-
pean GOSIP for which the CEC is
funding the creation of EPHOS

EUROSINET Marketing association
of IT systems and service suppliers
whose collective mission is to promote
the wider adoption of OSI in Europe.
Links with similar networks in other
regions of the world i.e.: OSIcom
(Australia), INTAPnet (Japan), and
OSNet (Singapore). Eurosinet is also
collaborating with SPAG to ensure




convergence of conformance and in-
teroperability testing, and other bodies
such as OSITOP represent the needs of

the users.

EWOS European Workshop for
Open: Systems - a European organisa-
tion for the development of functional
standards. -

ETSI European Telecommunica-
tions Standards Institute.

GOSIP  Government OSI Profile -
government defined functional stan-
dards to help government departments
specify and purchase open systems
equipment; the GOSIP programme ex-
ists in several countries in Europe,
North America and the Pacific basin.

IBN Institut Belge de Normalisation -
the Belgian national member of ISO

IEEE Institute of Electrical and
Electronic Engineers - US technical
and professional association for elec-
trical engineers, which recommends
and publishes standards in many areas
of electrotechnology; it acts interna-
tionally through the US National
Committee for the IEC and through
ANSI for ISO.

INTAP  Interoperability Technology
Association for Information Process-
ing - Japanese agency, partially funded
by MITI, engaged primarily in provid-
ing conformance testing for OSI prod-
ucts

IPQ Instituto Portugese Da Qual-
idade - the Portugese national member

IPSIT International Public Sector IT
Group - informal association of public
sector organisations - from Australia,

~ Canada, the US, Japan, Sweden, UK,
France, Germany & CEC - responsible
for the development of open systems
procurement profiles.

PARTIES INTERESTED IN OPEN
' - SYSTEMS

IROFA International Robotics and
Factory Automation Centre - Japanese
organisation founded in 1985 involved
in R&D, Training for Engineers, MAP.

ISO International Organisation for
Standardisation.

ISP International S tandardisea: Pro-
file - profiles or functional standards

 produced and issued under the author-

ity of ISO.

ITRC Informiation Technology Re-
quirements Council - parent organisa-
tion of the North American MAP/TOP

. Users Group.

ITRSG Information Technology Re--

sources Support Group - comprising
executives of ISO member bodies and

IEC national committees to manage

resources in order to progress and pri-
oritise the standards process.

JSPMI Japanese Society for the Pro-
motion of Machine and Industry - set
up MAP 3.0 test centre in October 89,

commercial conformance testing

started in April 1990.

LASER Japanese Engineering Re-
search Association of Flexible Manu-
facturing  System  Complex -
established in 1978, conducts research
into CIM and MAP IOP testing.

MAP  Manufacturing Automation
Protocol - a set of functional standards
developed under the auspices of Gen-
eral Motors in the US.

FullMAP - covers all 7 layers of the
OSI reference model (the Manufactur-
ing Automation Protocol is based on
802.4 networking).

MiniMAP FullMAP ’reduced’ to lay-
ers 1,2 and 7 of the OSI model.

MLFF Management Level Feeders
Forum. =

NCC The National Computing Centre
in the U.K.

NIST  National Institute for Studies
and Technology (part of US Depart-
ment of commerce) - formerly the do-
main of the National Bureau of
Standards, NIST is developing stan-
dards for large computer networks,
LANS and computer-based office sys-
tems based on OSI; NIST sponsors im-,
plementor groups dedicated to MAP,
TOP, OSI, ISDN and OSlInet.

NIST-OIW NIST OSI Implementors
Workshop - publishes Implementation
Agreements for OSI Interconnection
Protocols in the form of Stable Agree-
ments or Work in Progress; the latter
form the basis of US GOSIP which is
obligatory for all US government or-
ganisations for all procurements effec-
tive 2 years after publication, updated
annually.

NNI Nederlands Normalisatie-Instit-
uut - the national Netherlands member
of ISO

NSAI the National Standards Author-
ity of Ireland - the national Republic of
Ireland contributor to CEN/CEN-
ELEC ;

NSF Norges Standardiseringsforbund
- the Norwegian member of ISO

ODA ' Office Document Architecture
- a recently ratified ISO standard for
the open exchange of documents be-
tween different processing systems




(e.g. graphics, word processing, desk-
top publishing and fax quality...)

ON Oesterreichisches Normungsinsti-
tut - the national Austrian standardisa-
tion body

OSInet A US version of Eurosinet or-
‘| ganised in the US by NIST.

OSlIone Open Systems Interconnec-
tion Organisation for Network Estab-
lishment - a consortium of

demonstration networks including
OSInet and EurOSlnet.
PODA-2  Piloting ODA-ESPRIT

project currently in second phase dem-
onstrating exchange of integrated text
and graphics ODA documents via e-
mail.

POSI Promoting Conference for OSI.

RWS-CC Regional Workshop Coor-
dination Committee: established to co-
ordinate the efforts of the: AOW,
EWOS and NIST workshops for the
harmonisation of functional standards
(AOW dealing with the Pacific Basin,
EWOS for Europe and NIST for North
America)

SFS Suomen Standardisoimisliitto r.y.
- the national Finnish standards body

SIS Standardiseringskommissionen i
Sverige - the national Swedish mem-
ber of ISO

SNV Schweizerische Normen-Vereini-
gung - the national ISO member for
Switzerland

STRI Technological Institute of Ice-
land - the Icelandic member of CEN/
CENELEC

PARTIES INTERESTED IN OPEN
SYSTEMS

SPAG Standards Promotion and Ap-
plication Group - a consortium of Eu-
ropean suppliers developing
functional standards. (See IES News
issues no. 24 and 27.)

TLFF-CC Conformance and Certifi-
cation Group within the Technical
Level Feeders Forum.

TOP Technical and Office Protocols
- a set of functional standards designed
for the office environment, initiated by
Boeing in the US.

UNI  Ente Nazionale Italiano de
Unificazione - Italian standards body
which feeds into ISO.

X-Open Dedicated to the creation of
an internationally supported, vendor-
independent, Common Applications
Environment based on industry stan-
dards.

Reproduced by permiésion of SPAG,
Avenue Louise, 149
Brussels.

Tel: +32-2-535-08-11
Fax: +32-2-537-24-40

Publications Received for Re-
view

Information Technology Atlas -
Europe. Second Revised and
Expanded Edition.

Amsterdam: IOS Press

London: C.G. Wedgewood & Co. Ltd.,
1990, 451 pp.

Recent Decisions Tak-
‘en by the Commercial
Action Committee
(CAC) of the Confer-
ence of European
Postal and Telecom-
munications Adminis-
trations (CEPT)

1. New Structure.

CAC has adopted the principles for its
restructuring, which will be imple-
mented gradually over the coming 12
months.

The Committee agreed to adopt its
structure and working methods to a
changing environment and to changes
of the Conference of European Postal
and Telecommunications Administra-
tions (CEPT) as such. The Committee
shall in the future be a body of opera-
tors and the work shall be performed
within project teams with a limited
time frame for solving specific tasks.
The day-to-day coordination of the
work performed by the various project
teams will be done by special coordi-
nation groups. The Committee and its
working groups are undertaking a ma-
jor review of its recommendations
with regard to accounting and tariff
principles in order to align the recom-
mendations to the new situation. How-
ever, the review can not be finalised
until guidelines concerning the bal-
ance between harmonisation and liber-
alisation of services are defined by the
European Commission.

2. VSAT (Very Small Aper-
ture Terminal)

New satellite services will be intro-
duced as VSAT services in several Eu-
ropean countries.
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ecent Decisions Taken by the Commercial
Action Committee
(CAC) of the Conference of European Postal
and Telecommunications Administrations

CAC sees VSAT services as a big po-
tential market for large customers use
of satellite services. VSAT has so far
mostly been used for one-way trans-
mission, but new techniques have
made two-way use possible for the
benefit of new business services by
satellite.

3. Video Conferencing.

Improvement of the European Video
conferencing Service and to the ser-
vice operator with North America, Ja-
pan and extension of service to other
countries.

The European Video Conferencing
Services (EVS) will in the future con-
centrate on further technical and com-
mercial improvements to this fast
growing service. ‘

Discussions are taking place with
overseas carriers about the possibility
of the service to North America and
Japan to be also based on the one-stop-
shopping principle.

4. One-Stop-Shopping.

One-Stop-Shopping for international
Leased Circuits for private use has
been established and a similar frame-
work for International Packet switched
services is being considered.

The Committee has coordinated the
general activities in the field of One-
Stop-Stopping .(OSS) and has agreed
on the framework for OSS on leased
lines for private use. The work will
subsequently be followed by similar

frameworks for other services areas
e.g. international X.25 services, VSAT
services, videotex etc.

5. Quality of Service.
The Quality of the European Services

will in the future be measured and
published regularly on a common ba-

~ sis in Europe.

The work in the important area of
QOS (quality of service) has been fur-
ther strengthened by the Committee
through the establishment of a special
Project Team which will define a com-
mon set of QOS parameters for all
international telecommunications ser-
vices. Furthermore measurements of
the quality of the actual service will be
performed and the results published
regularly.

Further information may be obtained
from:

J.E. PEDERSEN
Copenhagen

Tel: +45-33-93-33-77
Fax: +45-33-93-77-95

DiagnOSils

This network monitoring tool for the
upper OSI layers has just been re-
leased. Details in the next issue of IES
News.

Further information:

NCC

Oxford Road

Manchester M1 7TED

EUROPEAN OSI
CONFORMANCE
TESTING FOR
LAN-BASED
PROTOCOLS

A major step has just been taken to-
wards the creation of a Euroﬁean Sys-
tem equivalent Conformance testing
of OSI products over Local Area Net-
works (LAN). Manufacturers, vendors
and users in the European Community
and EFTA can all look forward to stan-
dardised and accredited OSI testing
for communications and telecommu-
nications products.

ETCOM (European Testing for Office
Certification for Office Manufactur-
ing), enjoys official approval by the
European Committee for IT Testing
and Certification (ECITC) which com-
prises representatives from Europe’s
national standardisation bodies.

The main objective of ETCOM is to
harmonise test methods, test tools used
and test reports in order to achieve -
between ETCOM testing laboratories -
technical equivalence and mutual
recognition of test reports issued by
each laboratory.

ETCOM’s Members are:

ACERLI (Association Francaise des
Centres d’Essais pour les Réseaux Lo-
caux Industriels, France)

EMUG (European MAP Users Group)
FABIT (Fabrimetal’s Belgian Informa-
tion Technology and Telecommunica-
tions Manufacturers Association)
Fraunhofer Institut - IITB (West Ger-
many)

KEMA (NV tot Keuring van Elektro-
nische Materialen, Netherlands)
SPAG (Standards Promotion & Appli-

- cation Group, Belgium)

Swedish Telecom, Teletest (Sweden)
The Networking Centre (Great Brit-
ain). ‘




EUROPEAN OSI CONFORMANCE TESTING

FOR LAN-BASED PROTOCOLS
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‘Fig.1: The European System for IT Testing and Certification and ETCOM Implementation
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EUROPEAN OSI CONFORMANCE TESTING

FOR LAN-BASED PROTOCOLS

Glossary of Terms
used in Diagrams

CEN/CENELEC : European Committee
for Standardisation / European Com-
mittee for Electrotechnical Standardis-
ation

COS : Corporation for Open Systems Inter-
national (US)

CPS : COS-POSI-SPAG Forum

- ECITC : European Committee for Informa-
tion Technology Testing & Certifica-
tion

EOTC : European Organisation for Testing
& Certification

NIST : National Institute for Science &
Technology (US)

OSTC : Open Systems Testing Consortium

OTL : OSI Testing Liaison

POSI : Promoting Conference for OSI (Ja-

pan)

RA : Recognition Arrangement such as ET-
COM, OSTC ...

TLFF-CC : Technical Level Feeders Forum
Conformance & Certification Group

WFMTUG : World Federation of MAP/
TOP User Groups

ETCOM’s Eurolabs offer unique EN
45000 compliance:

Accredited test services provided by
ETCOM’s European laboratories are
the first and sole accredited services
that currently meet the EN 45001 &
45002 standard -requirements. (The

test reports provided by the various.

laboratories are not to be confused
with Conformance Certificates.)

Three pilot test laboratories already
provide fully European standard-com-
pliant accredited services:- ACERLI
which provides accredited test servic-
es for MMS (Manufacturing Message
Specification), Internet, LLC1 (Logi-
cal Link Control Type 1) and Trans-
port Class 4; SPAG which is
accredited for MMS and DS and The
Networking Centre which enjoys ac-
credited status for MAC, LLC1 and
Internet.
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ETCOM'’s other Eurolabs are current-
ly in the process of seeking accredited
status. At present the Fraunhofer Insti-
tute - IITB in Germany offers custom-
ers a service for MMS, Kema in The
Netherlands provides a Token Bus ser-
vice as well as ACERLI in France and
Teletest in Sweden has an Internet ca-
pability. All four hope to have attained
status before the end of the year for
these services.

The ETCOM agreem‘ent together with
a similar arrangement for OSI testing
of WAN-based protocols - promoted
by the OSTC organisation (Open Sys-
tems Testing Consortium) - are a fur-
ther demonstration of Europe’s
commitment to true open systems
interconnectivity and that OSI prod-
ucts in the future will not only meet the
international OSI standards but will be
better placed to interwork with one an-
other.

In Europe, ETCOM is represented on
the newly established EWOS Expert
Group on Conformance Testing
(EWOS EGCT).

The diagrams show the logical links
and various role players within the Eu-
ropean IT Certification scheme as well
as the ETCOM organisation and struc-

ture. ;

For further information contact:
ETCOM Secretariat

H. SAVAGE

149, Avenue Louise, Box 7 -
B-1050 Brussels ‘

Tel: +32 2 535 0879
Fax: +32 2 537 2440
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News from CEN/CENELEC

CEN Technical Committee on
Medical Informatics.

The CEN Technical Board at its meet-
ing on 23 March 1990, decided to cre-
ate a new technical committee, TC
251, on medical informatics, to imple-
ment the mandate from the Commis-
sion and the European Free Trade As-
sociation (EFTA) on this topic. Addi-
tionally, a special project team has
been set up-to assess“the standardisa-
tion needs, identify priorities and draft
a plan for the work required. The dead-
line for the project team work is 15
December, 1990.

A second project team within the same
framework, specifically on the ’Appli-
cation of Open Systems Standards in
the Medical Field’, has been set up by
the European Workshop for Open Sys-
tems (EWOS). The deadline is the 7th
September 1990.

The secretariat of the Technical Com-
mittee (TC) was allocated to the Insti-
tut Belge de Normalisation (IBN), the
Belgian CEN member. The first meet-
ing took place in Brussels on 19 June
1990.

New CEN/CENELEC/European
Telecommunications
Standards Institute (ETSI)
Memoranda.

The CEN/CENELEC/ETSI Informa-
tion Technology Steering Committee
(ITSTC) at its meeting in March
adopted Memorandum  M-IT-05,
which is a Directory of Private Tele-
communication Network Standards
for working within an Integrated Ser-
vices Digital Network (ISDN) envi-
ronment.

At the same meeting, issue 2 of M-IT-
04 was adopted, being the Directory of
European ° standardisation require-
ments for Advance Manufacturing
Technology and the programme for
the development of standards.

CEN ad-hoc Meeting on Infor-
mation Systems Engineering

On 2 October 1990, there will be an
ad-hoc meeting in Brussels on the pos-
sible need for a European Forum for
the standardisation of Information
Systems Engineering (ISE). ISE in-

-cludes the development and imple-

mentation of systems, the manage-
ment of the development process, and
the procurement of externally-sup-
plied components for information sys-
tems. Activities are already in progress
in the USA and Japan in this area: the
meeting will discuss whether particu-
lar European needs (such as languag-
es) makes activities within CEN desir-
able.

Requests for participation at the meet-
ing should be passed through the CEN
national members.

Project Team on Automatic
Identification of Containers
and Vehicles.

A CEN project team has been set up to
help prepare a standardisation pro-
gramme on the use of new technolo-
gies for automatic identification of
containers and vehicles. The team is
being asked to draft a work pro-
gramme for the container part of the
work and also to assist the CEN Cen-
tral Secretariat in the preparation of a
workshop on the whole programme,
tentatively scheduled for 10-12 Sep-
tember 1990.

The deadline for the work of the
project team is 16 July 1990.

Open Meeting on the Revision
of Memoranda M-IT-01 and
M-IT-02

As has been reported previously in IES
News (see issue No. 24), the CEN/

CENELEC/ETSI Memoranda M-IT-
01 and 02 (being, respectively, the pre-
sentation of Functional Standards con-
cept and the taxonomy and descrip-
tions of the Functional Standards con-
cept and the taxonomy and
descriptions of the European OSI
Functional Standards) are in the pro-
cess of being aligned with the corre-
sponding work in ISO/IEC, i.e. techni-
cal report TR 10000, to be published
soon.

A project team within EWOS is cur-
rently producing a proposal on such an
alignment. The proposal will be sent to
the CEN/CENELEC members in
August and will be discussed at an
Open Meeting in Brussels on 24 Octo-
ber, 1990. Participation at the meeting
should be arranged through the CEN/
CENELEC national members or
EWOS and ETSL

European Conference on
IT & T Conformance Testing
and Certification.

On 13-15 June 1990, a conference on
conformance testing and certification
in the field of information technology
and telecommunications took place in
Brussels, arranged by CEN/CEN-
ELEC and ETSI and sponsored by the
Commission ~and the = EFTA
secretariat.

There were sessions on: Background
statements [by CEC and EFTA, the
National Institute for Studies and
Technology (NIST) and the Public
Procurement Group]; Certification
and type approval; Standardisation of
Conformance testing specifications;
Achievements of the Conformance
Testing Services (CTS) Programme
(all second day); Issues for the near fu-
ture; Open debate. The proceedings
can be obtained from CEN/CEN-
ELEC.




European Organisation for
Testing and Certification.
(EOTC)

After a long gestation period, the
Memorandum of Understanding on
the creation of an organisation to coor-
dinate European activities within the
 field of conformity testing and certifi-
cation was signed on 25 April, 1990,
by CEN/CENELEC, the Commission

Council, with mainly coordinating
tasks, Sectoral committees to oversee
activities in different technical sectors
(the one for IT is already in existence,
see notes on the European Committee
for IT Testing and Certification,
ECITC ’News from CEN/CENELEC’
IES News issues, 24 and 25). Special-
ised - discipline-oriented committees
(e.g. for quality of assurance, where
the European Committee for Quality
System Assessment and Certification,
EQS has been established), and Agree-
ment Groups (in ECITC and ISO ter-
minology  ’recognition  arrange-
ments’).

CEN/CENELEC will be instrumental
in setting up the organisation. The
EOTC Council will have its first meet-
ing by the end of 1990, and by 1 Janu-
ary 1993 the organisation will operate
in its definitive form. Meanwhile, for
the IT sector, ECITC will continue its
present activities, and at its meeting in
Stockholm in June 1990, it accepted a
recognition arrangement for EMC
testing in the IT area. ‘

_ Bar Coding Standardisation.

As previously announced, CEN has
established a Technical Committee on
Bar coding, TC 225. Its secretariat has
now been appointed (Nederlands Nor-
malisatie-Institut, NNI), and its first
meeting will take place in Brussels on

and EFTA. EOTC will consist of a

19-20 September, 1990. For more de-
tails, please contact the secretary, Mr.
Peter Bessems, NNI (telephone +31 15
69 03 90; telex 3 81 44).

Security Aspects on Open
Systems.

An ITSTC ad-hoc group on security
aspects on Open Systems met at the
end of March 1990, to start drafting a
taxonomy of the standardisation work
needed (as its main task). It found that
two more meetings are needed before
a full report to ITSTC can be made, but
after its next meeting (July, 1990), a
first draft taxonomy will be presented
publicly for comments. It was obvious
from the meeting that this is an ex-
tremely complex (and all-pervasive)
topic, and that much work is needed
simply to create a better awareness of
its scope, implications and - not least -
of where work is going on.

Please contact CEN/CENELEC for
more information. The July documen-
tation will be distributed to the CEN
and CENELEC members and can be
obtained from them.

Machine-readable Cards.

CEN TC 224 (Machine-readable
cards, related devise interfaces and op-
erations) had its first meeting on 5-6
February, 1990, where among other
things the beginnings of a work pro-
gramme was agreed. The second meet-
ing took place in Brussels on 5-6 June
1990. Contributions from areas such
as transportation, health care, educa-
tion, access control and pay-TV are in-
vited. Contact the secretary, Georges
Papaioannou, at the Association
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