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EXPLANATORY NOTES

This publication shows quarterly and, for comparison, annual
growth rates for the main aggregates of national accounts, in
volume and price terms, for some Member States (Federal
Republic of Germany, France, Italy, United Kingdom) and ma-
jor trading partners of the Community (United States and Ja-
pan).

To facilitate analysis of short-term trends, movements in the
aggregates showed in the tables of this bulletin are ex-
pressed in growth rates compared with the previous period.

Source of data

The annual data are extracted from the aggregates figures ob-
tained by Eurostat from the National Statistical Offices of the
Member States, the United States and Japan by means of a
harmonized questionnaire (ESA) in November of each year.
The data marked with an asterisk (*) are forecasts published
by the Commission (DG Il) three times a year, in February,
May and October.

The quarterly data are taken from purely national sources,
and follow the general concepts, definitions and methods of
seasonal adjustment used in their country of origin. Users
should be aware that, owing to this lack of harmonization, the
aggregates for the various countries given in this publication
may not be totally comparable.

Eurostat is currently using only the expenditure measure of
GDP. It should however be noted that some countries, such
as the United Kingdom, estimate and publish GDPs based on
more than one measure.

Community total

The Community total for each aggregate is derived by total-
ling the data for the available countries converted into a com-
mon unit using purchasing power standards (PPS). For the
quarterly aggregates, the Community total is the sum of the
seasonally adjusted values of the four largest Member States
(D, F, I, UK). These four countries accounting for only ap-
proximately 80 % of the GDP of the Community of Twelve,
when referring to the Community it is not appropriate to use
the definition of EUR 12 but to call it simply EUR. (It must how-
ever be said that the annual data which are in the tables, are
EUR 12 data).

Publicatlons and storage of the data

The annual data are published each year in the volume
‘Natlonal Accounts ESA - Aggregates’. They are also
available, via servers, from Eurostat's Cronos data base,
SEF:SEC1. The quarterly data are also stored in Cronos
SEFICG.

For all information on annual and quarterly aggregates, con-
tact Eurostat in Luxemburg, tel. 4301-4351.

For all information on access to the Cronos data base, contact
Eurostat in Luxemburg, tel. 4301-4567.

Requests for a subscription to this bulletin should be sent to

the Office for Officlal Publications of the European Com-
munities, L-2985 Luxembourg.

Symbols and abbreviations: see last page.
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(1) PERCENT OF GDP

X CHANGE COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS PERIOD (FOR QUARTERS,
(%) FORECASTS
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Symbols and abbreviations

%
1985 = 100
EUR 12 =100

ESA

No data available

Nil

Per cent

Reference year

Data for countries expressed as a percentage of the Community
of 12 total (= 100)

European system of integrated economic accounts
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