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BRAZILIAN MINIS'I‘E&?. FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, IN BRASILIA, 30 SEPTEMBER 1975

ations we have had much to taLk about.ﬂbut over
ffatong i have found myseLf more and more 1nterested by B
~what 1 take t&'be the fundamentaL qUestion»unden;ying the whole of o g

i’

inwthemworLd'ef today..and.. .tomorrow, what do'eurepe’and the countries &
.4-.of Latin america mean to gach o&her - what. do we have to offer one
””?another and what shouLd we. be seeking to do together ? e ’

fshoutdﬁhike to take the opportunity which your generous hospitatityéf
faffords today, mr foreigh minister, to offer a few thoughts on this |
;at the end of my trip. 1 can think of no better occasion to do so,
sir, than under'your auspices in braziL which is, after all, the
"?Largest and most popuLous of the countries of Latin america, and
7n40n9 which has in recent years set an exampLe of dynamic economic
"ﬁdevetopment & :

to be ﬂfrjank, we must start by admitting that in spite of all the
Ehistoric'tinks between our two continents, thene is a sense in
:fwhich We do not know each other weLL enough. .

5 "d"suppose tnat there are two main reasons for this. in the first
y;f%?ptace, aLthogh the countries which now make up the european
w'i,community devetoped extensive economic interests throughout Latin
© . america 1n the Last century, the historical background to your
(H,'Qties with europe came through portugal and spain, and it is true

! 'f:feto say that ever since the 17th century, and righ down to the
L‘“'géjpresent time, “the relationship between spain and portugaL and

; the rest of the western european family has tended to be a distant
one and'rathervdetached - more a relationship of counsinhood than
‘one of fraternity.

e e —————————————



th ewis of course that over the past haLf century the extent
1“ ur mutual . 1nvoLvement has failed to keep pace with the “growth
f cyour reLations in every sphere with the united states. o

,QﬁhQthy,ﬁﬁfenebg?ffﬁ ;hé;?&téhﬁé&ﬁfieLduhas been

tendéd to assume that, with the passing of the age of european worLd
power, ncthing very substantiaL ﬂeed to or even could be done about
the reLationship betwen Latin america and the eurOpean comunity.

iﬂajbbt thié*is sUheLy nbt tHe righf;VEew; any suggestion that Latin
Q:america, the great strides they. are making in their economic
é7devetopment and industrialisation, and the political weight they
ﬂ“.gﬁcarry in the counseLs of. the world, and 1t is mistaken because
1t makes the same error about europe, by assuming that with the end
ﬁfof the era of our dominance in worLd affairs - with what an indian
historian has called ?'the end of the era. of vasco da gama"_— '
'europe has shed aLL reSponsibitity and influence outside its own .
ffrontiers., - ‘ ‘ :

lfaﬁiﬂé?iihié is tired and out-of-date thinking - the product of a E
v bér16d of fatalism and resignation which is now past. to understand [
f wha} ‘our two continents could again mean to one another, what we
JQCOUCﬁ again offer each other, we have to. break out of the old
j“preoccupations and preconceptions and recognise the new challenges
;and the new possibilities that Lie before us. and in this process
lthe european community as such . has, i believe, a major rolLe to play.
for the community has neither a colonial past nor imperialist
ambition, but it does do 40.0/0 of world trade, it is the biggest
‘imporfer”of raw materials, it is an 1mportant sdpptier of technolLogy
,_¢and its members provide a Large part of such development aid as is
fﬂchwing to the poorer countries, there is plenty here in itself
4:'Q,Lead us to care about the fundamentals of our relationship.

“ but, more than that, both we in surope and you in Latin america
‘have to face the challenges of an increasingly complex and
‘interdependent world economy,



"mfiresponsibitity., at the renewed paris taLks on a dialogue between
”‘*producing and consuming countries, in the preparations for next

nienvisage, for transferring technoLogy, for. Liberalising world

- will be seriusly prejudiced. if there are not additional resources

Ek

‘,COMpLex andfsophis iCated worLd economy. the capacity of this ,
:’interdependent,wortd economy to- sustain the shocks of uniLateraL
““tions must not b overestimated. that would be most dangerous,
f;is therefore essentiaL that in "this inescapably interdenpendent
% 5nLd»we ‘should work together to achieve a new consensus, a new
'agreed framework for internationat economic aotivity. and in this:
yendeavcur brazil and the european community will both carry much

year’s unctad meeting in nairobi, in the multilateral trade
7negotiations. | , L '

?@e mbsivsureLy,.aLL of us, recognise two essential undertying
'ﬁonditions if we are to have any success in dealing with this
”ﬂeunting challenge. first,'we need to be clear how much depends
on the continued expansion of the world economy, and we must
“.each of us Strive,in~our internaﬂiand‘internaiionat polLicy
i*ﬂeCiSions to give'the highesf priority to furthering it.
,:without such. continued expansion, atl the 'schemes possible to

'ftrade, fon commodity agreements, and the stabilising of export
receipts for raw materiaLs, and above all for the more equitable
distribution of weaLth between developed and developing countries

to be distributed, if there are not buoyant economic conditions
in the internal markets of both industrialised and developing

"~ countries, if there is not a steady continued expansion of world i
trade, it is a simple iLlLusion to suppose that we can hope to succeed fg
as we would wish, B |




”to sum up, sir, it wouLd seem that the european community has many

' ,and ‘varied: shared interests and. aspirations with the countries of

'*latin america in general and with braziL 1n particuLar, and that

'this will become increasingly evﬁdeﬁi'in the years ahead as the’

it jdeveLops 1ts economic and political cohesion and as the

1és of Latin america come to find their full strength.

,evident that brazih ‘has bcth the wiLL and the potential of bot
'°human’and materiaL resources to exert a major influence in worLd
‘affairs. and 1 believe we will increasingLy see it as a common

,:3 interest both for brazit and the european community, already LlLinked

f ¥fby a first agreement, to develop a fresh and flourishing

"igiretationship, not onity for our own mutuaL benefits, but also in term

~of the contribution we both wiLL be seeking to make to a fair and

prosperous worlkd,!?
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CORRIGENDUM TO SPEECH GIVEN BY SIR CHRISTOPHER SOAMES
IN BRASILIA, ON TUESDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER 1975

Please replace paragraph 8 by the following paragraph:

"But this is surely not the right view. Any suggestion that
Latin America and Westernm Burope could ever afford to apply to each
other a policy of benign neglect is profoundly and fundamentally
mistaken. It is mistaken because it underestimates the vitality of
the peoples of Latin America, the great strides they are making
in their economic development and industrialisation, and the political
weight they carry in the counsels of the world. And it is mistaken
because it makes the same error about Europe, by assuming that with
the end of the era of our dominance in world affairs — with what an
Indian historian has called ‘the end of the era of Vasco da Gama' -
Furope has shed all responsibility and influence outside its own

frontiers.”





