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The scope of this analysis encompasses all the
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Socialist and Social Democrat pariies as wells as those trade

vnions which keep more or less explicitely defined ties with

them as regards questions of doctrine or comron action programmes

3

in the economic and social areas.
These Soclialist and Social Democrat parties have for
) f differences

me one point in common, despite a broad range of

This is their profession

as- to their economic thinking, their organisalion, thei
leadership and their relations with other leftwing parties,
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But they reject the view that parliamentary demccracy
ratter

ocracy is more than a &

om

is Just a fake democracy, that dom
oft arithmetic, or the view of post~stalinist Communism or
extreme leftism that the constitutional frcedoms of opinion,

speech and free assembly are just "formal liberties" as

opposed to the "real' ones which arise from the "masses!
e from what Lenin once called "parliao-—

without undue interferenc
mentary cretinism". Quite the contrary, for they stand as a
matter of princible for parliamentary democracy based in a

. general and free vole since the beginning of their struggle

against capitalism.
Now, although the exireme non Communist left and
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the Communist parties luwap Socialist and Social democfat
parties togelher; labelling or branding — according to
' social democrats " they see

1ces — them both as

circumstar
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being différent in essence. UWhen my Ffriend

refutes the contention that the Fortuguese
S
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ions. For all the Socialist parties
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They know that the Comnunists, even in a period
af taotical "détente" with them, view social democracy as
a disecase that should be cured by persuasion and peaceful
compelition, or in periods of strife or even overt war, as
avtrapherous cﬁnspiration against workers which can only
strengdthen capitalism.

Robody should forget that in .the early days of Hitlerism,
the "social traitors" or the "social facists" were as evil

to the Communists as were the Nazise.

Bul cven parties whicﬁ are not faced with that
kind of challenge are also proae to éee\themselves as
"Socialists" and to shun the label "social democrat". ot so
much because of any differences in substance —~ which exisi,
but are sometinmes not easy to depict and to account for -
but because the "Socialists" guestion the purity of the
Socialist convictions of*the Social Democrats, whercas the
latter daim that they are adapting socialist tenets to the

inescapable realitics of the ncocapitalist regimce.
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3¢ . This leads me to enother point which focuses on the
subject-naltter of the prezent conlerence. The guestion is
rajised @ "Is Borope going left?". Now, I do not think that
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cuestion stoms from any mioglvings becanse PHelwut SO DT
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great Christian democrats, like Konrad ADENA

Alcide

D GASPERI, will eventually come back. Bubt I gather thai

Tew will recoil in horror at the idea that the present

socialist or social democrat leardership in Kurope could

continue indefinitely.

Is it not that prospect which lies
What explains the anxiety is the

guestion.

]

reforms the democratic left wants to bring aboul in the

econonic regime of Burope require it.
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So the iss

the democratic left in Furope become the na
now

ue at hand is really as follows : v
party of”

behind the
fear that the

o
democratic left in Burope would become less and less "social
democrat" and mere and more “socialist", even 1o the point

of parinerships with Comnunist parties each time the deep
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governmenl in Western Iurope from on, either alone or with
5?7 Will it, under the
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the cooperation of Communist partie
circumstances or political upheavel in
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obvious that it needs indeed to be stressed bacause it could

- This leads me 1o a further point, which is so

be overlooked by our American friends. Xuro-Us relations are
The Furopeans, and for the purpose of

not a one-way process.
this paper,; European democratic socialists, are not the only
They also respond

ones instrumental in the whole set-up of Puro-Us rclations

They reflect not only their own doctrine but also the economic

bound to be influenced by détente, by the new pattern of
5 ettitude

and political facts they are Jiving with.
to the influence of US policy towards Burope and outside Europs.
relations between US and USSR and its repercussions in Durcpe

Fore specifically, Buropean democratic socialist thinking is

(mainly in the field of defence) and also by the US &

towards Socialisi.
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the Socialist and Social democrat partic
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other parties which have close connections with som

latter «could be ignored. There is; for instence,

of views among Austrien, German end Swedish social (
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To take aﬁother example, Sociélist parties of the Southern
part’of Europe Qave endeavoured to harmonize their ideas
about poliiican‘future, as evidenced by the Swimer meeting

‘in France of the leaders of Socialist parties of France,

Portugal, Spain, Italy. Finally, the EEC Socialist and Bocial

democrat parties are in no way commune to the evolution of
the present Burope "soft belly" (Greece and Turkey, Spain and

Portugal).
Thus, to assess the prospects of "Europe going left"

6.
becauseé of a changing democratic socalism, and alsoc in order

to weigh the implications of this for Buro-american relations

I shall have to analyze successively
a) the strenght of democratic socialism, today and tomorrouw

(an exacting task, if ever there was one 1)
b) the economic thinking of the main partices which stand for,

the democratic socialist "vision' of the sociely;

as right,
¢) the relations they have (or do not have) with the Commumnisnt

sento:
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parties, end the prospects there are for the establislment

Fovern

of "popular front"
of U3 {oreiem policy tovurds the U
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d) the reperey



From all this, a tentative conclusion has to be drawn

regarding:

‘2) the reality of the prospect of Western Europe “going
left” ;

b) the impact this might have on the set-up of US-Euro
relations. ‘ o

Regarding the first question, one can observe that
Western Europe has alread& gone left as far as Socialist and
Social democrat parties’ share in the total vote and partici-
pation in government are concerned. This trend could even
be extended to countrics where the Socialist parties were
cither non-existant, at least, Tormally (Spain and Portugal)
or wealk (France). And this has not triggered off any

uphcave!l in the US~Euro relations.

It would be unfair tw suspect European Socialists
and Social Democrats of wanting to stecer a course systematical!
hostile to the United States. For they could, and will,

sometimes not sece cye to eye with the US administration.

jov]

3ut it may be assumed that it will not imperil the consensus

on the need to safeguard reasonably cooperative relations

with the United States. I+ would be unfair not to credit

_,
<

th a satisfactory record in relation to the fight against
ir tatton. This is especially true for Germany, Sweden and

fusiiiae Other countries led by Sccialist or Social Demcorat
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of unemployment ~ according to europecan standards at lcast -
has been the price paid for this, indeed. But anyway,
raging inflation can also be held responsible for it. But
~obviously most socialist countries are convinced that this
stage of the economic development of the Western world will
call for fundamental changes in the structure of income and
wealth and in the exercise of economic power. However,
there should be a caveat that deep and sustained economic
crises are not necessarily beneficial to the parties of the
left.

But this again does not imply a drift to economic
disorder and political upheaval that should automatically
generate governments of “popular Front”. Certainly not in
the countries of the “Solid North”.



