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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

On May 2t 1990, the Commission presented to the Councl| a proposal
for a regulation on ac¢t.ion by the Community relating to nature
Conse;;gtlon.(ACNAT)(1) as adopted by the Commission or May 11
1990.

On December13 1990, the European Par!lament adopted with a large
majorlty 27 amendments to the Commission proposal.

5 of these amendments related to the recitals, 8 related to the
articles and 5§ relfated to the annexe are, at least partly,
acceptable to the Commisslon as far as they are dealling wlth
improvements or clariflications of the Initial text.

Therefore the Commission has declded, pursuant to Article 149 (3) of

the EEC Treaty, to amend the Initlal proposal for a regulation, as
follows.

(1) OJ No. C 137 of 6.6.1990,

p.6&

(2) COM(90) 125 final



Recital 7a(new)

Whereas the success of Community
action for preserving the natural
areas protected by Directive
.../.../EEC (habitats), wild birds
protected by Directive 79/409/EEC,
and . the species protected by the
International Conventions on nature
conservation, depends on additional
funding that should be. considered
when drawing yp the financial .

_instrument for the environment (LIFE).

Recital 93 {(new)

Whereas it is important that Member
States allocate money for .ACNAT,
particularly as nature conservation
was declared a priority at the 1990
Dublin summit;

Recital 10

Whereas in the absence of
applications from a Member State, the
Commission should, in exceptional
cases, be able to take the initiative
and propose measures to counter
threats of extinction or direct risks
of disappearance, to meet needs which
transcend frontiers or to deal with
particularly urgent problems in, the
context of the Ber. Convention, or
the Bonn Convention;

(11) 0J No L 38 of 10.2.1982, p. 1
(12) 0J No L 210 of 19.7.1982, p; 10

. Recital 1la

Whereas in the absence of
applications from a Member State,
the Commission should, in
exceptional cases, be able to take
the initiative and propose measures
to counter threats of extinction or
direct risks of disappearance, to
meet needs which transcend frontiers
or to deal with particularly urgent
problems %? the context of the Bj ge
Convention, the'Ramiér Convention “or
the Bonn Convention;

(11) 0 No L 38 of 10.2.1982, p. 1

(11a) 0J No L 21 of 28.1.1975, p. 24
Commission Recommendation of
20 December 1974 .

(12) 0J No L 210 of 19.7.1982, p. .10

{new)

Whereas the opinign of competent non=
governmental organizations should be
taken into consideration when
considering the success of this

Requlation.




kj

Whereas ACNAT simplifies the procedure
in force under Regulation No. 2242/87
so that nature conservation projects

can receive their money more quickly,

Recital 12a (new)

Article 2(1)

1. To be eligible for financial 1. To be eligible for financial
support, a project shall be of support, a project shall directly
interest to the Community and contribute to the conservation of
of interest in terms of the biotopes or habitats defined
protection of the environment in_ Article 1(1}{a) or the species
and/or the management of natural defined 1in Article 1(1){b).

resources.

The level of the Community’s Unchanged.
contribution shall depend on the

extent to which it is shown that

the project concerned

corresponds to such interests.

Article 3(1)

11. Applications for financial 1. Applications for financial
support for projects shall be support for projects shall be
sent to the Commission by the sent to the Commission by the
Member States and shall contain: Member States and shall contain

the information specified in the
Annex.
- for the projects referred to in Delete

"Article 1(1)(a), the information
specified in the Annex;

- for the projects referred to in Delete
Article 1(1)(b), the information
needed to justify action at
Community level.

Article 3(2}(¢c)

(c}) contributing to the solution of (¢c) contributing to the solution of
particularly urgent problems in particularly urgent probiems in
the context . of the Berne the context of the Berne
Convention or the Bonn Convention, the Ramsar
Convention. Convention, or the Bonn

Coavention.

Article 5(1)

1. The Commission shall decide 1. The Commission shall decide
whether to grant or refuse whether tc grant or refuse
financial support for projects financial support for projects
after consulting the Advisory after consulting the Advisory
Committee referred to 1in Committee referred te in
Article 4 and on the basis of Article 4. (pelete 11 worss)

the opinions delivered by that




Article 6

Financial support may be granted
to natural persons, or to legal
persons constituted . in
accordance with national Jlaw,
who are responsible for the
project.

Il the creation of a legal entity with the legal capacity w
carry vut a project involves additional costs for the
parucipants, the project may be carried out simply by
cooperation between natural or legal persons. In that
case, responsibility for complying with the obligations
resulting from Community support shall be specified in
the contract to be concluded with the Commission.

5

fFinancial support'may be granted to
natural persons, or to legal
persons, who are responsible for the
project. (Delete 6 words)

Delete two sentences.

Article 8

shall present an
annual report on the implementation
of this Regulation to the European
Parliament, the Council and the
Economic and Social Committee.

The Commission

shall present an
annual report on the implementation

of this Regulation to the European

Parliament, the Council and the

Economic and Social Committee, in which
also a list of the unsuccessful appli-
cations is included.

The Commission

It shall seek the
opinions of the representatives of
the comnetant: non-gqovernmental
organjzations on the overal)
operation of this Requlation, and a
summary of these opinions shall be
annexed to the annual report,

Article 10 (1a) (new)

la. At ;hg end of the third year of

implementation of the requlation,
and on the basis of the information
provided in accordance with the
provisions of Article B, and of the
experience acquired, the Commission
shall propose, if appropriate, the
establishment of a system to monitor

~all the measures for which Community

financial support has been granted.

Article 10(2)

The Council, acting by
qualified majorfty on a proposal
from the Commission, shall
decide -whether to extend or
amend this Regulation.

2. The Council, acting by qualified
majority on a proposal from the
Commission, and after consulting
the European Parliament, shal)
decide whether to extend or amend
this Regulation.
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~Annex

List of particulars to be provided under
Article 3 for the projects
(3 words deleted)

List of particulars to be provided
under Articlie 3 for the projects raferraed
lg In Article 1 (1) (a)

i
i
j
]

The location of the slte In question,
and, where necessary, a map showing

the boundaries of the area covered by
the project. :

The Importance of the site to the
Community for the conservatlon of
nature and, as appropriate, the degree
of the risk to the blotopes and
specles concerned.

The nature and extent of the problems
which the project is Intended to
resclve, and In particuiar the nature
and gravity of the threat.

A detaiiled description of the
project, and In particular of the
organization of its management and of

-the results expected.

The timetable for carrylng out the
project.

The cost of the project, its viablillty
and the financing arrangements
proposed.

The extent to which Community
financial support is urgently needed
In order to Implement the project.

Any other evidence in éupport of the
apptlication.

The protection provided for the site
In question at present and the
protection planned.

The proposed method of disseminating
the results of the project.

The location of the site In
question,and, where necessary, a map
showing the boundaries of the area
covered by the project (*).

The Importance of the site to the
Communl|ty for the conservatlon of
nature and, as appropriate, the degree
of the risk to the bliotopes and
species concerned (*).

The nature and extent of the probiems
which the project is Intended to
resotve, and in particular the nature
and gravity of the threat.

A detailled description of the
project, and In particular of the
organization of its management and of

the results expected.

The timetable for carryling out the
project.

The cost of the project, Its viabillty
and the financing arrangements
proposed.

The extent to which Community
financial support through ACNAT Is
urgently needed In order to implement
the project.

Any cther evidence In support of the
application.

The protection provided for the site
in question at present and the
protection planned (*).

The proposed method of disseminating
the results of the project.

(*) shall applv oniy to proiects referred

Jo in Article 1(1)(a).



|
|

;
 ISSN 0254-1475
| COM(91) 35 final
DOCUMENTS
EN 014
Catalogue number : CB-CO-91-051-EN-C

ISBN 92-77-69291-X

PRICE

1-30 pages: 3.50 ECU-

per additional 10 pagbs: 125 ECU

Office for Official Publications of the European Communities

L-2985 Luxembourg





