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1.0n 86 Au,g‘ust 1987 the Commission submitted to the Council a proposal for
"a Directive on the control of the acquisition and possession of weapons.!l
This proposal formed part of the work on the abolition of intermal
Community frontiers, in particular the work on the proposals whereby, in
1992, a stage will be reached when police checks on the identity of
inrdividuals and the safety of articles transported by them will be
abolished at borders between EEC Member States.

It may be worth pointing out that on 27 June 1989 the European Council
neeting in Madrid endorsed the "Palma document" (the report on the free
movement of persons drawn up by the Coordinators Group established by the
Eurcpean Council in Rhodses on 5 December 1988); among the essential steps
listed in the Palma document, that is to say the steps which the
Coordinators felt should have the highest priority under Article 8a, were
measures relating to goods tra.nsported by . travellers, and weapons in
particular. : '

The objective of the Commission’s proposal was to afford the Member States
the requisite guarantees for them to agree to abstain from police checks cn
the possession of weapons when internal Community frontiers are crossed.

The Commission proposed a set of procedural ruies, under which the
- possession of weapons when passing from one Member State to another would
be prchibited, except when the procedure for ‘a definitive transfer of a
firearm, or when the appropriate procedure for the possession of a firearm
travelling within the Commmnity, was being applied. The procedures to be
followed in these cases were intended to make it possible for the
Member States to be informed of every arrival of weapons on their
territory, and in certain cases even to make the arrival of a weapon
contingent on their prior consent. The procedures would thus enable the
Member States to apply thelr laws to persons coming from .another .Member
State and to the weapons they might possess. _ } _
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2. The Eccnomic and Sccial Committee delivered dits Opinion On
17 Decerber 1987.2 The European Parliament and the Council
consideration of the proposal in 1888. As discussion progressed it became
clear that the initial proposal could usefully be expanded by the addition
on the one harnd of provisions intended partially to harmonize national
legislation and on the other hand of provisions to facilitate travel by
sportsmen and marksmen, two categories where public security is not as
pressing a consideration, on the basis of a harmonized document.

Parliament hoped that the Commission could amend its proposal so that these
additional provisions could be considered at the first reading in the
cooperation procedure, and the Commission has decided not to await
Parliament’s Opinion before altering its proposal under Article 149(3) of
the EEC Treaty to incorporate provision for a partial harmonization of
national 1legislation amd for the introduction of a European firearms
certificate.

The new proposal also changes some other provisions of the original
proposal in order to make it clearer, particularly as regards its scope.

IT. BRIEF QUTLINE OF THE AMENDMENTS

3. In the course of debate in Parliament and the Council the wish was
expressed that the Directive should provide for a measure of harmonization
ardd for more flexible arrangements for sportsmen and marksmen. The
Commission has decided to accept this approach. Confidence in the
safeguards provided by the authorization and information procedures will be
greater 1f those procedures are anchored in laws with a common basis. It
is clear, too, that the movement of sportsmen and marksmen within the
Community should not become more difficult after the abolition of internal
Community borders than it was beforehand.

2 OJ No C 35, 8.2.1988, p. 25.
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The harmonization measures proposed here will require certaln Member States
to tighten their laws, but will not oblige Member States which already have
strict legislation to change it; thus various classes of weapon which were
previously on free sale in certain Member States will at least have to be
subject to compulsory declaration to the public authorities. Adoption of
the proposal will therefore help to improve security in the Community.

(a) Harmonization of legislation

4. The twelve Member States all have legislation governing the possession
- of weapons by private persons. Apart from the technical differences
between these bodies of legislation there are also appreciable differences
of substance. In certain Member States possession of a firearm always
requires authorization or a-licence; in others certain firearms, notably
sporting guns, are on free sale. Complete harmonization here would

appear to be very difficult and politically unrealistic. But that does not
rule out any harmonization at all. This approach was followed in
Recommendation No R(84)23 on the harmonization:of national legislations
relating to firearms, which was adopted by the Committee of Ministers of
the Council of Europe on 7 December 1984, and by the convention on arms and
ammnition signed by the three Benelux countries on 9 December 1870. The
same approach was taken by the five Member < States (Belgium, Germany,
- France, Iuxerbourg and the Netherlards) who signed an agreement at Schengen
on 14 June 1885 with the same objective as that being pursued here in the
context of the Twelve, namely the abolition of border controls. Under
Article 19 of the Schengen Agreement those five Member States have begun
discussing the harmonization of their firearms legislation.

5. The harmonization provisions in the amerded proposal are based on the
progress made at those intergovernmmental talks. The text is complex and
detailled, but the general apprcach is simple. Firstly, the degree of
harmonization envisaged is partial only. The laws of the Member States
mst impose at least the requirements laid down. Member States are free to
impose more stringent requirements. Firearms are classified into three
- categories subject to standardized arrangements, namely:
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- prohibited firearms, whose acquisition and possession by private persons
is prohibited; these are mainly military weapons arnd very dangerous
firearms;

~ firearms subject to authorization, whose acquisition and possession by
private persons requires prior authorization by the authorities; these
are essentially defensive weapons;

- firearms subject to declaration; basically these may be acquired and
possessed freely by private persons, but must be declared to the
authorities; they are mainly sporting guns.

Certain types of firearm (in particular long single-shot smooth-bore guns)
are not covered, and states can consequently allow these to be bought arnd
held freely.

(b) Travel within the Commnity

6. In its initial proposal the Commission suggested procedures for the
definitive transfer of firearms from one Member State to another (covering
purchase abroad and removals) and temporary transfer of firearms to the
territory of another Member State (covering travel). The rules proposed
were based on the principle that the Member State of departure was to be
responsible for vetting and authorizing the transfer; the Member State of
destination was to be informed, and could in certain cases prevent transfer
without its prior agreement. For sportsmen and marksmen a more flexible
system was provided for, based on a declaration to be issued by their
Member State of residence each time they wished to take a firearm to
another Member State.

In the debate in Parliament the suggestion was put forward that a uniform
document should be established which would allow travellers, and
particularly sportsmen and marksmen, to move more easily.

7. The Commission has accepted this idea, ard proposes that a European
firearms certificate should be introduced. This would be a sort of
identity document for the weapon and its holder. Its introduction would
not, however, settle the question of the circumstances in which a person
carrying a firearm may travel within the Community and the authorizations
he may need.



-8 -

At present any authorization to bring a firearm into a Member State is
governed by the legislation of that Member State. A traveller must obtain
the necessary auttmrizations beforehand from all the countries he proposes
to visit.

In the initial proposal an arrangement was to be introduced whereby
authorization by the country of departure would be sufficient, subject to
further authorization by the country visited in certain cases. The idea of
a European firearms certificate has led the Commission to propose a schewe
which is closer to the existing practice, while taki_ng advantage of the
possibilities opened up by a uniform document.

In principle a traveller other than a sportsman or marksman will have to
obtain authorization from each Member State visited in order to enter that
country in possession of a firearm. But this will be made easier by the
fact that he holds a European firearms certificate, which represents proof
acceptable to all national administrations that the traveller is lawfully
in possession of the firearm in question in his country of origin. .
Decisions concerning the movement of the weapon wj_u also be recorded on

the certificate.

Sportsmen and marksmen, however, will be entitled to travel to other
Member States, 'with their weapons, on condition that they possess a
European firearms certificate amd that they can establish the purpose of
thedir journey (game-shooting, competition, etc.) if called upon. to do so in
the ocuntry visited

(¢) Clarification of scope

8. The Conmu.ssion felt that some clarifica.tion of the scope of the
Directive would be useful.

It is now stated that the Directive does not affect national rules on the
carrying of weapons (such as rules bamning the carrying of weapons, even
those lawfully in the bearer's possession, in certain places, on certain
occasions or without a lawful reason) and regulating game-shooting
(particularly regarding shooting seasons, licences, etc.) or
target-shooting (notably the question whether minors may take part).
Neither does the Directive apply to the acquisition and possession of
weapons by the armed forces, the police and public services. :
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9. The Directive would not apply only to firearms (Amnex I, section 1).
For weapons other than firearms, however, the proposal confines itself to
abolishing border controls, and leaves it to national legislation to
regulate lawful possession on the territory of +the Member States
(Articles 14 ard 15).

This section analyses the changes made. An analysis of the provisions
which have not been amended can be found in the explanatory memorandum to
the initial proposal (COM(87)383 final).

Article 1

This Article specifies that firearms are classified in categories, which
are referred to later in Articles 5 to 8.

Paragraph 4 makes provision for a Buropean firearms ocertificate (see
points 6 and 7 above).

Article 2
Article 2 clarifies the scope of the Directive.
| article 4

Article 4 now clarifies the nature of the examination to be made of a
dealer’'s application, and makes it clear that Member States are to
supervise dealers’ activities.

Article 5

Article 5 lays down the basic requirements for the aoquisition and
possession of a weapon classified in category B and for the possession of a
weapon classified in category C. Of course Member States are not chliged to
-authorize acquisition and possession by a person satisfying these minimum
requirements: they remain free to impose further conditions (Article 3).

Article 5 prohibits the possession of firearms classified in categories B
ard C by minors; this does not mean that they may not be authorized to.
carry ard use a firearm for game-shooting or in a marksmanship competition,
under the responsibility of the lawful holder of the firearm (application
of Article 2(1)).
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Theoorﬂitionttmtthepersonconoemedmstnotbe]ikelytobeadanger
to public order or public safety clearly requires the relevant authority to

check whether he has ever been convicted of a crime particu.larly a crime
involving the use of a weapon

The last paragra.ph reprodm the second paragraph of Article 2 of the
orig:l.nal proposa.l

Article 6

Article 8 lays down the principle that private persons may not acquire or
possess weapons classified in category A.

Article 7

Member States may prohibit the acquisition and possession of firearms
classified in category B within their territory (Article 3). If not, they
mst at least make both acquisition and possession subject to
authorization. :

If the person concerned is resident in the Mewmber State in which he

es the weapon, authorization will depend on the decision of that
Member State alone. If he is resident in another Member State,
authorization to acquire the weapon will depend on the consent of both
states.

Authorization to possess a weapon will be a matter entirely for the
Member State in which the weapon 1s possessed, even if the person concerned
is resident in another Member State (where the weapon is held in a holiday
home, for example); but the other Member Staté must in any event be
informed. : ' - ' :

Article &

The Member States may prohibit the acquisition and possession of firearms
classified in category C (Article 3). Otherwise they must at least require
the holder to declare the weapon to the authorities.

Where the weapon is acquired from a dealer, the declaration is to be made
automatically by the dealer; where the weapon 1s acquired from another
private person, the new holder will have to make the declaration himself.
For category C firearms already held before the Directive is applied, where
the holder may not yet be known to the a,uthorlties a period of one year is
allowed for the decla.ra.tion _ '
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The Member State of residence is to be informed through the information
exchange network (Article 13) whenever cne of its residents purchases a
category C firearm in another Member State. This will enable a Member State
to apply its own law within its own territory both to the weapon and to its
holder.

Paragraph 3 deals with the case where a Member State applies much more
stringent rules to category C and D firearms, as it is entitled to do under
Article 3. To cover the problem of the entry in good faith of holders of
firearms prohiblted in the Member State being entered it is provided that
an express statement is to be included on the European firearms certificate
limiting the right to travel with that firearm.

Article ©

The harding over of a firearm by a dealer or anyone else to a person
resident in the same Member State is to be regulated by domestic law alone.

Vhere the person to whom the weapon is to be handed over is not resident in
that state, the operation is in principle forbidden: it is permitted only
once the procedure laid down in Article 11 has been completed. There are
two exceptlons to the rule: the weapon may be harded over 1f the person is
authorized himself to transfer the firearm to his country of residence in
accordance with that procedure (he is then in the position of a person
transporting it under Article 11), or if the person concerned plans to hold
the weapon in the Member State of acquisition, and not in his country of
residence (in that case only the first Member State decides the question of
possession; the second one is informed - Article 7(2) and Article 8(2)).

Article 10

It is proposed to deal with the problem of the sale of ammmnition to
persons who are not resident on the territory of the Member State of sale
by requiring them to produce the European firearms certificate which a
traveller must posses (Article 12). This will establish that the person
concerned is authorized to hold a firearm, and consequently to obtain
ammnition.

Article 11

Article 11, which lays down the procedure to be followed for definitive
transfer of firearms of whatever category, correspords to Article 6 in the
original proposal. However, the pivotal role given to the dealer has been
abandoned, and the role of the Member State of departure clarified: that
Member State is to be responsible for examining the security of the
proposed transfer. As is clear from Article 9, the definitive transfer



- 10 -

may be carried out by the acquirer or owner himself if the Member State is
satisfied that the security requirements are met.

The transport of firearms from one Member State to another in the course of
commercial transactions between dealers does not fall outside the scope of
the Dirvective. Thus controls at intermal Community borders are to he

© abolished regardless of the nature of the transaction. However, the

procedure lald down in Article 11 is designed primarily for the definitive
transfer of firearms by or to private persons, and is not necessarily
suitable for oa'ta.in oommercia.l opmations

The Commission therefore proposes that Member States should be entitled to
grant their dea.lers general lioenoes to transfer weapons to- other dealers.

Al:izi_Qle_la

The changes to the proposal regarding the procedure to be followed for
travel within the Commnity has been explained in point 7 above: a journey

can take place on the basis of a European firearms certificate, on which
the prior authorization to be granted by the Member States visited will be
entered. Sportsmen and marksmen will not require prior authorization
prov:l.dedtheycaneﬁtablishthepurposeoftheirjmmxey

More fle:d.ble arrangements may be mde by a.g‘reenmt between two or more

~. . Member States, on the basis of straightforward mutual recognition of
" national documents,in which case a tra.vel_ler ‘would not need  to -obtain: a

' European f:Lrea.rms oertifica.te

| Article 13
The exchange of information on the transfer of weapons which was already
‘implicitiy provided for in Article € of the original proposal is now
-explicitly described in a -separate- Article. It :is to.take place in the

framework of an information excha.nge network which the Member St.a.t&e are to
setupund.erpara.graphs - _

Paragraph 1 requires Member States to communicate to the Member State of
destination all useful information on definitive transfers of fi.rea:ms
whemerthetra.nsferisa.lawm oranurﬂ.a.wmlone ‘
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Paragraph 2 recalls the information which Member States are required to
pass on to one another under Articles 7, 8 and 11.

Article 14

The first paragraph contains the prohibition on crossing internal Commmunity
borders with firearms which was imposed by Article 8 of the initial

proposal.

The secord paragraph clarifies the position of weapons other than firearms
with regard to the crossing of internal Community borders. They may not be
brought into Member States where thelr possession is forbidden.

Article 15

The Commission feels it would be useful to make it clear that the controls
on travellers carried out by Member States at the Community’s external
borders are to be comducted on behalf of all the Member States; this is

done in paragraph 2.
Annex T

Bowsazﬂcrossbowshavebeenaddedtothellstofweaponsothertmn
firearms.

The definition of firearms and the classification into categories A to D
are very largely based on the progress made at the intergovermmental talks
on the subject (see point 4 above).
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Amended proposa.l for a.
QOUNCII, DIRECTIVE

on control of the acquisition and possession of weapons

THE COUNCIL OF THE ETFDPEAN COMMUNTTIES,

Having rega.rd to the Trea.ty &stablishing the European Economic Community, '
ard in pa.rticula.r Artiole 100a thereof, :

Having regard to the proposal frp_m the Comnission,1
In cooperation with the European Parliament,?
Having regard to the Opinion of the Economic and Social Cammittee,3

Whereas Article 8a of the Treaty provides that the Community is to adopt
measures with the aim of progressively establishing the internal market,
which is to comprise an area without internal frontiers in which the free
movement of goods and persons is ensured , :

Whereas at its meeti_ng in Fontainebleau on 25 a.n:i 26 June 1984, the
BEuropean Council expressly approved the objective of- abolishing all poIL‘Loe
and customs formalitieﬁ at interna.l Conmrunity frontia-s,

Vhereas the total abolition of controls and formalities at internal
Commmnity frontiers entails the fulfilment of ocertain fundamental
corditions; whereas in its White Paper "Completing the internal market" the
Commission stated that the abolition of controls on the safety of objects
transported and on persons enta.i_ls among other tl'fmgs the a.pproudmtion
of weapons legisla.tion

Vhereas abolition of oontrols on the possession of weapons at internal
Community frontiers necessitates the adoption of rules ena.bl:l.ng controls to
be carried out within Member States on the acquisition and poss&:sion of
firearms, and on their transfer into another Member Sta.te

Whereas the mutual conflidence in the fteld of the protection of the safety
of persons which these rules will generate between Member States will be
the greater if they are underpinned by partially harmonized legislation;
whereas it would therefore be useful to determine categories of firearms-
whose acquisition and possession by private persons are to be prohtbtted y
or sub}ect to authorization, or sub;ect to declaration

1 07 No C, 235, 1.9.1987, p. 8.
2
3 &TNOCSS 821988 p. 5.
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Vhereas passing from one Member State to another while in possession a
weapon should, in principle, be prohibited; whereas a derogation therefrom
is acceptable only if a procedure is adopted that enables Member States to
be notified that a firearm is to be brought into their territory;

¥hereas, however, more flexible rules should be adopted in respect of
game-shooting and target shooting in order to avoid impeding the free
movement of persons more than is necessary;

Vhereas the Directive is intended only to abolish all controls on the
possession of weapons when passing from Member State to another, ard does

not affect the right of Member States to take measures to prevent illegal

trade in weapons,
HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:
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CHAPTER 1 - SCOPE

ticl

1. For the purposes of this Directive "weapons" and “firearms" shall have
the meanings ascribed to them in Annex I. Firearms shall be classified in
the four categories defined in section 2 of Annex I.

2. For the purposes of this Directive "dealer" shall mean any natural or
legal person whose trade or business consists wholly or partly in the
mamufacture, sale, purchase, emhange hiring out, repair or comversion of

firearms.

3. For the purposes of this Directive a person shall be deemed to be a
resident of the country indicated by the address appearing on a document
establishing his place of residence, such as a passport or an identity
card, which, on a check on possession or on acquisition, Is submitted to
the authorities of a Member State or to a dealer. :

4. The "European firearms certificate” is a document which is issued on
request to a person lawfully in possession of a firearm or to a person
contemplating the acquisition of a firearm by the authorities of a
Member State. It shall contain the sections set out in Annex II. Where
more than one person may possess the same firearm, more than one
certificate shall be issued. - :

Article 2
[new]

1. This Directive is without prejudice to the application of national
provisions concerning either the carrying of weapons or game-shooting or
target-shooting competitions.

2. This Directive shall not apply to the acquisition or possession of
weapons by the armed forces, the police or the public authorities.

Arti 3
[old Article 2]

Without prejudice to the rights conferred on residents of the Member States
by Article 12(2), and subject to Article 15(1), Member States may adopt in
their weapons legislation provisions which are more stringent than those
provided for in this Directive. '
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CHAPTER 2 - HARVMIINIZATION OF LEGISLATION
CONCERNING FIREARVS

Article 4
[0ld Article 3]

Each Member State shall make the pursuit of the activity of dealer within
its territory comditional upon authorization. Examination of an
application shall involve at least a check on the good character and
professional competence of the dealer or, in the case of a legal person, of
the person who directs the undertaking.

Fach dealer must be required to keep a register in which information
concerning all firearms classified 1n categories A, B or C received or
disposed of by him shall be recorded, including such particulars as enable
the weapon to be identified, in particular the type, make, model, calibre
and serial nmumber thereof and the names and addresses of the supplier and
the person acquiring the weapon. The Member States shall regularly check
dealers’ compliance with this obligation.

Article 5
[new]

Without prejudice to Article 3, Member States shall allow the acquisition
and possession of firearms classified in category B only by persons who
have good cause and who:

{a) are 18 years old or more;
(&) have the necessary mental and physical capacity;
(c) are not likely to be a danger to public order or public safety.

Without prejudice to Article 3, Member States shall allow the possession of
firearms classified in category C only by persons satisfying the tests in
points (a), {(b) and (c) of the first paragraph.

Member States may not prohibit persons resident within their territories
from possessing a weapon purchased or acquired in another Member State
unless they prohibit the purchase or acquisition of the same weapon within
their own territories.
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Article 6
[new]

Member States shall take all appfopriate steps to prohiblt the acquisition
and the possession of the firearms classified in category A.

Article 7
[new]

1. No one may acquire a firearm classified in category B within the
territory of a Member State unless that Member State has so authorized him.

No such authorization may be given to a resident of another Member State
without the latter’'s prior agreement; such agreement may be indicated by a
statement to that effect on a European firearms certificate.

2. No one may be in possession of a firearm classified in category B within
the territory of a Member State unless that Member State has so authorized
him. If he is a resident of another Member State that other Member State
shall be informed accordingly.

3. An authorlzation to acquire and an authorization to possess a firearm

classified in category B may take the form of a single administrative
decision. : . -

Article 8
© [new]

1. No one may be in possession in a Member State of a firearm classified in
category C which that Member State has not made subject to authorization
unless he has declared it to the authorities of that Member State.

The Member States shall provide for the compulsory declaration of all
firearms classified in category C at present held within their territories
but not previously declared within one year of the entry into force of the
national provisions transposing this Directive.
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2. Dealers shall inform the Member State in which it takes place of every
acquisition of a firearm classified in category C except where that firearm
is subject to authorization. If the person acquiring such a firearm is a
resident of another Member State, that other Member State shall be informed
of the acquisition by the Member State in which it took place.

3. If a Member State prohibits the acquisition and possession within its
territory of a firearm classified in category C or D, it shall so inform
the other Member States, who shall expressly include a statement to that
effect on any European firearms certificate they issue for such a firearm,
with a view to the application of Article 12(2).

Article 9
[old Article 5]

1. Every Member State shall prohibit the handing over of [firearms
classified in categorles A, B or C within its territory, by a dealer or by
any other person, to any person who is not a resident of that Member State.

2. Notwithstanding paragraph 1 the handing over of a firearm to a person
who is not resident in the Member State in question shall be permitted:

- where the person acquiring it has been authorized in accordance with
Article 11 himself to effect a transfer to hls country of residence;

- where the‘person acquiring it plans to be in possession of the firearm
in the Member State of acquisition, provided that he fulfils the legal
conditions for possession in that Member State.

Article 10
[old Article 5]

No ammunition for a firearm may be handed over in a Member State to a
person who (s not a resident of that Member State unless that person
establishes by producing a European firearms certificate that he lawfully
possesses a weapon of a type for which that amunition is intended.
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CHAPTER 3 - FORMALITIES FOR THE MNEMENT
- OF ARMS WITHIN THE COVWINITY
Article 11
[0ld Article 6]

1. Firearms may, without prejudice to Article 12, be transferred from one
Member State to another, or to or from a third country, only in accordance
with the procedure laid down in paragraphs 2 to 4 hereinafter.

2. Where a firearm is to be transferred to another Member State or to a
third country, the person concerned or his authorized agent shall before it
is taken there supply the following particulars to the Member State in
which such firearm is situated: :

- the names and addresses of the person selling or disposing of the
- firearm and of the person pm*chasing or acquiring it or, where
appropriate, of the owner;

— the address to which the firearm is to be consigned or transported;
- the mumber of firéa.rms to be consigned or transported;

— the particulars enabling the firearm to be identified;

- the mea.ns of transfer; | ‘

- the date of departure and the estimated date of arrival.

The Member State shall examine the conditions under which the transfer is
to be carried out, in particular with regard to security.

Where the Member State authorizes such transfer, it shall issue a licence
incorporating all the particulars referred to in the first subparagraph.
Such licence shall accompany the firearm until it reaches its destination;
it shall be produced whenever so required by the authorities of  the
Member States.

3. Each Member State may grant dealers the right to effect transfers of
firearms from its territory to another Member State or to a third country
without the prior authorization referred to in paragraph 2. To that end it
shall issue a licence, a certified copy of which must accompany the firearm
until it reaches its destination; that document must be produced whenever
so required by the authorities of the Member States.

This procedure may be used for transfer to a Member State only if the
reciplent is a dealer.
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Before transfer the dealer shall communicate to the authorities of the
Member State from which the transfer is to be effected all the particulars
listed in the first subparagraph of paragraph 2.

4. Each Member State may supply the other Member States with a list of
firearms whose transfer to its territory may not be authorized without its
prior consent.

Such lists of firearms shall be communicated to dealers who have obtained
licences to transfer [firearms without prior authorization under the
procedure laid down in paragraph 3; these dealers shall effect the
transfers referred to in paragraph 3 only after obtalning the prior
agreement of the Member State of destination.

5. Where a firearm 1s to be imported from a third country, the perscn
concerned or his authorized agent shall supply the Member State of
importation with all the particulars referred to in the first subparagraph
of paragraph 2. Where it authorizes importation, the Member State of
importation shall issue an import licence. The import licence must
accompany the firearm until it reaches its destination; it must be produced
vhenever s0 required by the authorities of the Member States.

Article 12
[old Article 7]

1. If the procedure provided for in Article 11 is not employed the
possession of a firearm during a journey through two or more Member States
shall not be permitted unless the person concerned has obtained the
authorization of each of those Member States.

Member States may grant such authorization for one or more journeys, for a
specified or unspecified period. Such authorizations shall be entered on
the European firearms certificate which the traveller must produce whenever
so required by the authorities of the Member States.

2. Notwithstanding paragraph 1, sportsmen and marksmen may without prior
authorization be in possession of one or more firearms classified in
categories C and D during a journey through two or more Member States with
a view to engaging in game-shooting or taking part in a marksmanship
competition provided that for each firearm they possess a European firearms
certificate and that they are able to substantiate the reasons for their
journey, ln particular by producing an invitation.
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However, this shall not apply to journeys to a Member State which prohibits
the acquisition and possession of the flrearm in question; In that case an
express statement to that effect shall be entered on the European firearms
certificate pursuant to Article 8(3).

3. Under agreements for the mutual recognition of national documents two or
more Member States may provide for arrangements more flexible than those
prescribed in this Article for movement with firearms within their
territories.
Article 13
[new]

1. Each Member State shall communicate all useful information at its
disposal concerning definitive transfers of weapons to the Member State to
the territory of which such a transfer has been effected.

2. All information that Member States receive by way of the procedures laid
down in Article 11 for transfers of firearms and in Article 7(2) and
Article 8(2) for the acquisition and possession of firearms by
non-residents shall be communicated, before the relevant transfers begin,
to the Member States of destinatzon and, where appropriate, to the
Member States of transit. '

3. Member States shall set up a network for the exchange of information for
purposes of the application of this Article. They shall inform the other
Member States and the Commission of the national authorities responsible
for transmitting and receiving information and for applying the formalities
referred to in Article 11(4). :

Article 14
[old Article 8]

Entry into the territory of a Member State with a firearm shall be
prohibited except in the cases defined in Articles 11 and 12 and provided
the conditions laid down. therein are met. ,

Entry into the territory of a Member State with a weapon other than a
firearm shall be prohiblited unless the national provisions of the
Member State in question are complied with.
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(HAPTER 4 - FINAL PRWVISIONS

Article 15
[01d Article 9]

1. Member States shall, without prejudice to paragraphs 3 and 4, abstain
from carrying out controls on the possession of weapons at internal
Cammunity frontiers from 31 December 1992 at the latest.

2. Member States shall intensify controls on the possession of weapons at
external Community frontiers.

They shall in particular ensure that travellers from third countries who
intend to proceed to another Member State comply with Article 12.

3. This Directive shall not preclude the carrying out of controls by
Member States or by the carrier at the time of boarding of a means of

transport.

4., Member States shall inform the Commission of the mammer in which the
controls referred to in paragraphs 2 axl 3 are carried out. The Commission
shall collate this information and make it avallable to all Member States.

ticle 1
[0ld Article 10]

Member States shall render failure to comply with the provisions of this
Directive subject to the same criminal and administrative sanctions as
failure to comply with comparable national provisions.

Article 17
[01d Article 11]

Member States shall bring into force the laws, regulations and
administrative provisions necessary to comply with this Directive not later
than 31 December 1921. They shall forthwith inform the Commission and the
other Member States of the measures taken. -

The provisions adopted pursuant to the first paragraph shall make express
reference to this Directive.

ticle 1
[old Article 12]

This Directive is addressed to the Member States.

Done at Brussels For the Council

s
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ANNEX T

For the purposes of this Directive "weapon” means:

" any -firearm within the meaning of section '2.of this Annex;

- any object listed in section 3 of this Annex;

ammunition for firearms unless it is included in the definition
of a firearm

any weapon with a gas propellent mechanism, any weapon with a
compressed alr propellent mechanism and any weapon propelling
projectiles by means of springs only;

any bow or crossbow;

any cutting or stabbzng weapor WhosSe blade -has more than one
cutting ed,g‘e, a.ny bayonet stlletto da.g‘g‘er flick—knife or
SWOIdStick -

-a.ny mace, club, truncheon, kmuckleduster, -cosh, sling or

catapult.
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(2) For the purposes of this Directive "firearm” means:
- any object which falls into one of the following categories excluding
those which meet the definition but which are excluded for one of the
reasons listed in section 3 of this Annex:

CATEGORY A - PROHIBITED FIREARMD

I. Firearms usually used as military weapons;
2. Automatic firearms, even those which are not military weapons;
3. Firearms disguised as other objects;

4. Ammunition with penetrating, explosive and incendiary
projectiles, and the projectiles for such amunition;

5. Pistol and revolver wmunition with soft-nosed or hollow
projectiles, and the projectiles for such amunition.

CATEGORY B - FIREARMS SUBJECT TO A/THORIZATION

1. Short firearms with semi-automatic or repeating mechanisms;

2. Short ([firearms with single-shot mechanisms and centre-fire
percussion;

3. Short firearms with single-shot mechanisms and rimfire
percussion whose overall length is less than 28 om;

4. Long firearms with semi-automatic mechanisms whose magazine and
chamber can together hold more than three rounds;

5. Long firearms with semi-automatic mechanisms whose magazine and
chamber cannot together hold more than three rounds, where the
magazine Is removable or where it is not certain that the
weapon cannot using tools ordinarily available be converted
into a weapon whose magazine and chamber can together hold more
than three rounds;
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6. Long firearms with repeating and semi-automatic mechanisms and
- smooth-bore barrels, the barrel not exceeding 60 cm in length;

7. Firearms with semi—aut-o_mattc mechanisms for civilian use which
.r'e’semble military weapon.’s wi th autamatic'nwchanim.

CM’K’ORY C - FIRF'AIMS SUBJPET 70 DZ'ELARATICW

1. Long firearm_s' w;th repeatmg mechanism.s
2. Long firearms w;th*single-shot mechanisms and rifled barrels;

3. Long firearms with semi- automatr,c nwchanism.s other than those
in category B, potnts 4 to 7; : S

4, Short firearms with single-shot mechanisms and rimfire
-percussion whose overall Length exceeds 28 cm. ' :

CA’I’E}'ORY D - OTHF'R FIREARMS

Long firearms with szngle-shot mechanisms and smooth-bore barrel.
- and any cqmpdnent of any such firearms.
The breach—cl.osing m'echanism,. the magazine and the barrel of a ..

firearm ds separate objects are included in the category in which..
the firearm to which they belong are classified.
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(3) For the purposes of this Annex objects which correspond to the
definition of -a "firearm” shall not be included in that definition if they:

(a)
(2)

(¢)

(4) For

(5)
(c)

(d)

have been rendered permanently unfit for use;

are designed for alarm, signalling, life-saving, animal
slaughtering, harpoon-hunting or -fishing or industrial or
technical purposes provided that they can be used for the stated
purpose only;

were manufactured before 1 January 1870 or to a design dating from
before 1 January 1870 provided they cannot fire ammunition intended
for prohibited weapons or weapons subject to authorization.

the purposes of this Annex:

a "short firearm” means a firearm with a barrel not exceeding 30
centimetres or whose overall length does not exceed 60 centimetres;

a "long firearm” means any firearm other than a short firearm;

an "automatic mechanism” means a mechanism which returns
automatically to a ready-to-fire position each time a round is
fired and can fire more than one round from the same barrel each
time the trigger is operated;

a "semi-automatic mechanism” means a mechanism which returns
automatically to a ready-to-fire position each time a round is
fired, and can fire only one round from the same barrel each time
the trigger is operated; :

a "repeating mechanism” means a mechanism which after a round has
been fired is designed to be reloaded from a magazine by means of a

. manually-operated action;

(f)

a "single-shot mechanism” means a mechanism which is designed to be
loaded manually by the insertion of ammunition into the chamber or
a loading recess before each shot.
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ANNEX 11 - BUROPEAN FIREARMS CERTIF{CATE

The certificate must include the following sections:

| E {a) identity of the holder
't (b) idenkificarion of the firearm
(c) period of validity of the certificate f
(d) section for use by the Member Stéte i;suiﬁg the certificate (type

and references of authorizations, etc.)

(e) section for entries by other Member States {authorizations to enter
their territory, etc.)

(f) - for firearms classified in category B, the following statement:
"This certificate confers no entitlement to travel to another
Member State with the firearm here 'referred to without the
authorization of the authorities of that Member State. Such

authorization may be recorded on this certificate.”

- for firearms in categories C and D, the following statement:

"This certificate confers no entitlement to travel to another
Member State with the firearm here referred to without the
authorization of the authorities of that Member State. Such
authorization may be recorded on this certificate.

_ However, prior authorization is not required for a journey with
: a view to engaging in game-shooting or taking part in a
I marksmanship competition, on condition that the reason for the
journey can be established at the request of any authortty in
theﬂ&mwer State visited.”

e

Where a Member State has informed the other Member States in
accordance with Article 8(3) that the possession of certain
firearms in categories C or D is prohibited within Iits
territory, the following statement shall be added:

"The fireann here referred to may not be taken to [name of
bﬂm&er State] "
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